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stunning rebuke to ruling party

Badawi has ruined UMNO, says Mahathir

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Opposition fAgurehead Anwar Ibrahim
hailed "a new dawn for Malaysia" yester-
day after stunning election results that
cemented his political comeback after
beingsacked and jailed adecade ago.

The performance has even revived talk
of the charismatic 60-year-old as a future
prime minister, after the lost decade that
followed his 1998 fall from grace when he
was convicted on sex and corruption
charges.

Anwar delivered a crushing blow to the
ruling Barisan Nasional coalition by rally-
ing the opposition parties to their best
performance in Malaysian history, seizing
four states and more than a third of parlia-
mentary seats.

He weathered blistering personal
attacks during the campaign from Prime
Meanwhile Prime Minister Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi's ruling party, which was
clearly rattled as he criss-crossed the
nation delivering barn-storming speeches.

Meanwhile Prime Minister Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi faced mounting calls to
quit yesterday after his ruling coalition
suffered a humiliating setback in elections
seen as a referendum on his leadership.

A visibly exhausted Abdullah conceded
there was a question mark over his future
after the Barisan Nasional coalition turned
in its worst ever results Saturday, losing its
two-thirds parliamentary majority and
fourstates.

\sked if the outcome was a vote of no

resign.

told reporters,

confidence in his leadership, which has
been criticised as weak and ineffective,
Abdullah responded: "Maybe. There are a
lotof messages from the people.”

“There is no pressure at this time,” he
said when asked if he faced calls for him to

But pressure did come, notably from
former premier Mahathir Mohamad, who
handed over to Abdullah in 2003 after two
decades leading the United National
Malays Organisation (UMNO) which
dominates the Barisan Nasional coalition.

"My view is he has destroyed UMNO,
destroyed the BN (Barisan Nasional) and
he has been responsible for this,” Mahathir

He suggested Abdullah should resign,
and admitted he had made a mistake in
selecting him as prime minister.

"1 think he should accept responsibility
for this. He should accept 100 percent
responsibility,” he said. "I am sorry but |
apparently made the wrong choice.”

Mahathir has previously said he never
intended for Abdullah to serve more than
one term, and that he should have opted
instead for influential deputy prime minister
Najib Razak, whois nowleader-in-waiting.

“The problem is we (the government)
have become so arrogant,” said Mahathir,
who has been angered that Abdullah
dumped several ofhis pet projects.

Abdullah won 91 percent of parliamen-
tary seats in the 2004 elections, but ana-
lysts said he was being punished this time
for high inflation, rising crime and mount-
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ing ethnic tensions.

He has also faced flak for failing to act on
election promises to eradicate corruption.

PHOTO: AFP

Former deputy prime minister and opposition icon Anwar Ibrahim (C), flanked by opposition People’s
Justice Party deputy president Syed Husin Ali (L) and party information chief Tian Chua (R) stand nextto
each otherduring a press conference at his residence outside Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

Political observers said Anwar could

rule the country if he managed to consoli-
date the successes of the disparatg opposi-

PHOTO: AFP
Pakistani lawyers shout slogans during an anti-President Pervez Musharraf

protest rally near the residence of detained Supreme Court Chief Justice
iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, in Islamabad yesterday. Pakistani police fired
teargas at supporters of the country’s sacked chief justice protesting out-
side his official residence in the capital. The protestors, including lawyers,
political party workers and civil society activists, were stopped by riot police
atthe barbed barricade erected outside the residence of Chaudhry. Lawyers
across Pakistan observed "black flag week" to press for Chaudhry's rein-
statement.

60 killed over
weekend in
Sri Lanka

AFP, Colombo

At least 56 Tamil Tiger rebels and
four government troops have been
killed in heavy fighting across Sri
Lanka's embattled north over the
weekend, the defence ministry said

| Sunday.

Helicopter gunships were
deployed against suspected
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LITE) strongholds in the coastal
district of Mannar on Saturday, the
defence ministry said.

It said a total of 56 rebels were
killed in clashes on Friday and
Saturday when the military made a
new push into rebel-held territory
in the northwestern coastal area.

There was no immediate word
from the Tigers, but the pro-rebel
Puthinam.com website said the
guerrillas had resisted the military
offensive, killing 22 government
troopers and woundinga further72.

Itdid notgive rebel casualties.

So far this year, the defence
ministry has reported that security
forces have killed at least 1,957
rebels for the loss of 117 govern-
mentsoldiers.

The government numbers and
those given by the Tigers cannot be
independently confirmed as
Colombo bars journalists and
rights groups from frontline areas.

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

Graduate Admission

summer Semester : May-August 2008

Masters in English Language,
Literature & TESOL

First and the only university in Bangladesh to offer M. A. In TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages) to those who wish to pursue career as English Teachers at schools, colleges and universities
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- Eligibility
L. At least a second class in a three years' B. A. in English

4+ Four years' B. A. in English with a GPA of at least 2.50
+ M. A or MS in subjects of liberal arts & social sciences
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K_ey Features

4 Courses taught by faculty from home and abroad
4+ Evening classes to accommodate working students
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Application Deadline : April 15, 2008
: April 16, 2008 at 10:30 am

Admission Test
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4+ M. A. in one or more of the three major areas: Literature, Linguistics, & TESOL

4 36 credits (30 course works + 6 Thesis) for students with 4 years’ B. A. in English
4 48 credits (42 course works + 6 Thesis) for students with 3 years' B. A. in English
4 Syllabus consistent with graduate programs at leading universities of the USA

Financial Assistance available to deserving candidates in the form of TA-ship
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For further information, please contact: .
Admission Office, NSU or Department of English
House 9, Road 17, Block C, Banani, Dhaka 1213
Phone: 9885611-20 Ext. 149/127 Fax : 8823030
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NEWS ANALYSIS

Left parties not happy

with Indo-US nuke deal

PALIAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

The controversial Indo-US nuclear
deal has returned to the centre of
India’s political discourse to once
again haunt the relations between
India's Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance government
and its crucial outside supporter
the Left parties.

The standoff between the UPA
and the Left parties over the deal
appears to have entered the crucial
stage after India completed the
negotiations with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for
an India-specific safeguards agree-
ment crucial to implement the deal
with the United States, analysts
said.

Thereasonis that thisis the final
year of the Congress-led govern-
ment and parliamentary elections
are due early next year, they
pointed out.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh told Parliament that his
government was determined to go
ahead with the deal and talked
about working out a broadest
possible consensus within the
countryon theissue.

"We will seek the broadest
possible consensus within the
countryon the agreement. I believe
this cooperation (with the US) is
good for our energy security”,
Singh had said.

However, the Left parties

refused to buy into the Prime
Minister's remarks and sought a
meeting of the UPA-Left mecha-

nism for discussing the contents of

thenegotiations with the IAEA,
Last Thursday, CPI(M) General
Secretary Prakash Karat shot off a

letter to the Prime Minister seeking |

ameeting of the mechanism before
March 15 and the next day CPI
General Secretary A B Bardhan too
sent a separate letter to Singh
threatening that Left parties would
withdraw support to his minority
government if it went ahead with
nucleardeal.

The two letter clearly pushed up
the political temperature on the
nuclear deal and once again raised
questions about the stability of the
government and murmurs about a
pollahead of schedule.

However, any sense of a loom-

Ing crisis over the government was

sought to be dispelled by senior

Congress leader and External |

Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee
when he told a television news

channel thathe did not forsee early |

elections and that Left's threat to
withdraw support if the govern-
ment proceeded with the deal was a
known position, analysts said.

They said Mukherjee's remarks
were aimed at playing down any
perception that the forthcoming
UPA-Left meeting on the nuclear
deal was going to be a make-or-
break event in ties between the two
sides, according to the analysts.

The Department of General and Continuing Education
(GCE) at North South University is going to launch a
new degree program—Master in Public Policy and
Governance (MPPG). The GCE Department is looking for
young and energetic candidates for the following posts:

Program Officer

Qualifications: Master degree preferably in Social
Science from a recognized university at home or abroad.
Minimum 2 years’ experience in program management and/or
academic administration in any reputable organization.
Experience in writing minutes, drafting letters, preparing
reports, communicating with government and international
organizations is required. Proficiency in English is essential.
The candidate must be well-conversant
Package. Age limit 35 years. Women candidates are strongly
encouraged to apply. Salary: Tk. 35, 000 /- (consolidated).

Accounts Assistant

Qualifications: Master degree in Accounting. Minimum 2
years’ work experience in an accounting job. Experience and
efficiency in internal audit of an organization/project will be '
preferred. The candidate is expected to be well-conversant in
MS-Office and accounting software. Age limit: 35 years.
Salary Tk. 22, 000 /- (consolidated)

Both positions require minimum two first
classes/divisions with no third class/division.

The position applied for should be clearly mentioned on
the envelope. Only short listed candidates will be called
for written test and interview, Please apply with detailed
CV and a passport-size photograph and copies of
certificates and testimonials by 20t March 2008 to:
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Chairman, GCE Department

North South Universit?r
21

12 Kemal Ataturk Avenue..Banani. Dhaka-1

in MS-Office
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tion parties.

"He played a major role in the
opposition’'s success. Anwar
remains very influential. He deliv-
ered a powerful blow to the ruling
party," Mohamad Agus Yusoll from
the National University of Malaysia
told AFP.

"Anwar has denied the Barisan
its two-third majority. He could
one day become the prime minis-
ter. If the Barisan remains weak, we
could see it being toppled in the
nextpolls," headded.

In further victories for Anwar's
family, hiswifeWan AzizahWan Ismail
extended her majority in her constitu-
ency in the island state of Penang
while his daughter Nurul [zzah Anwar
wonherfirstelection fight.

Mohamad Agus said the coali-
tion's rhetoric that Anwar was no
longer relevant had sowed the
seeds forits defeat.

Anwar's long struggle back
Anwar spent six years in jail on sex
and corruption charges which he
said were politically motivated.
The sex charge was quashed but
the corruption count still stands,
barred him from holding office
until April this year.

On April 14, 1999, Anwar was
sentenced to six years in prison for
corruption and, on August 8, 2000,
nine years in prison for sodomy.
The sentences were to be served
consecutively, and Anwar was
given no credit for the six months
he spent in jail during the trial. The
following year, Anwar's corruption
conviction was upheld by
Malaysia's Court of Appeal. He was
released in 2004,

The Court of Appeal ruled unan-
imously that year that its previous
decision to uphold a High Court
ruling that found Anwar guilty was
In order, relegating Anwar to the

sidelines of Malaysian politics until |

14 April 2008.
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Gambari continues
to pursue Yangon

AFP, Yangon

UN special envoy Ibrahim Gambari
extended a mission to Myanmar by
one day yesterday but appeared to
have made little progress in per-
suading its defiant junta to make
concessions on democracy.

Twice during his latest trip the
regime has openly rebuffed his
diplomatic overtures, casting real
doubt on how much his mission
canachieve,

UN special envoy Ibrahim
Gambari yesterday met a group of
mid-level ministers in a visit to
Myanmar that so far appears to
have failed to push the ruling junta
into making any concessions on an
upcomingvote,

Twice during his trip the regime
has openly rebuffed his diplomatic
overtures, casting real doubt on
how much his missioncanachieve.

A government official said
earlier that Gambari met the infor-
mation minister, Brigadier General

Kyaw Hsan, but the UN envoy did
notmention the meeting

Gambari met with Myanmar's
information minister, Brigadier
General Kyaw Hsan yesterday
morning, according to a goverrn
ment official, butjuntaleader Than
Shwe has shown no sign of any
willingness fora meeting.

The Nigerian diplomat and UN
troubleshooter was granted a rare
meeting here Saturday with
detained democracyicon Aung San
Suu Kyi.

However, that was quickly
overshadowed when the junta
rejected his offer to send foreign
observers to a planned constitu
tional referendum in May designed
to pave the way for multi-party
elections in 2010.

“His visit has been extended, so
he will go back tomorrow. His
schedule is always changing,” said
a government official who did not
want to be named, as he was not
authorisedto speakto the media.

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

UN envoy in Myanmar
on ‘mission impossible’

LARRY JAGAN

The United Nations Special Envoy
to Myanmar, Ibrahim Gambarni, is
in the country to discuss the mili-
tary regime's plans for political
change. During his trip, Gambari
has already met the pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and some
representatives of the ethnic minor-
ity groups.

During this trip he is pressing
theregime to include Aung San Suu
Kyl and pro-democracy opposition
in the political process, he told The
Daily Star by phone.

"I will continue to press the
Myanmar government to engage
with Aung San Suu Kyi in asubstan-
tive dialogue in order to produce a
positive outcome that will promote
an all-inclusive and transparent
process,” he said.

Gambari remains upbeat in the
face of adversity.

. I will continue my consulta-
tions in Myanmar and follow up on
a number of recommendations |
left with the government during my
last trip in November 2007," he told
The Daily Star.

The UN envoy is certain to be
shown a copy of the new constitu-
tion, which so far has been difficult
to find.

He knows that he has a tough
task ahead of him.

"Sometimes, I myself am frus-
trated that the tangible results are
not faster or we have not achieved
more, but we have to build on what
we have and continue to press for
more results,” Gambari told The
Daily Star.

While the envoy remains opt
mistic, the signs from the regim
are that Gambari's current trip to
Myanmaris almost certainly a final
courtesycall.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
National Business Support Office (BSO) Director

meet their targets.

qualifications:

supervisory experience.

leadership.

Chemonics International

Qualifications A successful

e A university degree (masters preferred) in business, marketing, finance, efc.

o Up to 15 years of relevant experience, including 8 years in the private
sector in marketing, sales, finance, production, etc. and 5 years of

e Career goals consistent with objectives of PRICE.
e Ability to travel up to 40% of time within Bangladesh
e Fluency in written and verbal English.
e Demonstrated experience in Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint)
Demonstrated planning, facilitation and supervisory skills.

e Outstanding interpersonal skills.
e Commitment to excellence, teamwork, respect for people, integrity and

Send electronic CV and cover letter with position title in the subject line to

(www.chemonics.com) seeks applications for a
National Business Support Office (BSO) Director for a long-term assignment
for the recently awarded USAID-funded PRICE project in Bangladesh.

PRICE seeks to increase the competitiveness of key sectors in Bangladesh
by (1) providing technical assistance to SMEs and connector firms to
increase their sales, employment and investment, and (2) implementing
strategic sector interventions (e.g. standards, training, policy, etc.) toj|
upgrade the respective sector value chain. PRICE also has a mandate to
promote sustainable employment for women and youth.

Responsibilities The National Business Solutions Office (BSO) Director is
to supervise the successful delivery of firm-level technical assistance
through strategically-located Business Solution Offices (BSOs) to speed
sales, employment and investment in designated areas and sectors. The
objective of this position is to oversee and advise the programmatic and
technical direction of the BSOs at the national level to ensure the offices

candidate should have the following

pricerecruit@chemonics.com by March 15, 2008. Short-listed candidates will

not reapply.

be contacted. Candidates who previously applied for PRICE positions need
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