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Women's Day remains
a reminder of enduring
inequalities

AFP, Paris

Nearly 100 years old, International
Women's Day on March 8 marks an
ongoing worldwide battle to
ensure equal rights for half the
globe's population on issues such
as work, voting and abortion.

Conceived in 1910, and recog-
nised by the United Nations in
1977, the origin of marking a day
for women's rights is actually
American -- although, like many
such symbolic days, is clouded in
uncertainty and competing
claims.

In the United States, the coun-
try's long-defunct Socialist Party of
America celebrated a National
Women's Day on February 28,
1909.

But it was a year later, at an
International Socialist Women's
conference in Copenhagen, that

the notion was born of an interna-
tional day to celebrate the female
sex -- at a time of mounting anger
over unequal treatment in politics
and the workplace.

On March 19, 1911, the day was
commemorated for the first time in
Austria, Denmark, Germany and
Switzerland, with more than a
million women and men coming
outonto the streets.

A massive women's protest in
the Russian city of Saint Petersburg
in 1917 to protest the price of bread
and to welcome soldiers home
from the World War I front on
March 8 (February 23 in the
Russian calendar) helped spark the
Russian Revolution and cement
the dayin history.

Today, the March 8 tradition
remains strong in communist
countries: in China, for example,
female workers are granted a half-
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Fresh fighting claims
66 in Sri Lanka

day off.
Elsewhere, it gained momen-

tum alongside the broader feminist
movements of the 1970s, when
women seized the symbolism of
the day to mark their demands for
equal political and social rights.

In 1977, it was officially declared
by the UN General Assembly as the
United Nations Day for Women's
Rights and International Peace.

And at a 1995 UN Women's
Conference in Beijing, representa-
tives from 189 countries agreed
that gender inequalities affected
the well being of all the world's
population -- both men and
women.

Today, the day serves as a
reminder of the fields in which
women must still battle for funda-
mental rights, and where they
remain victims of violence and
enduring inequalities.
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PHOTO: AFP
Indian women perform a traditional Punjabi dance during celebrations for International Women's Day in New Delhi
yesterday. International Women's Day is being celebrated cross the world today.

UN envoy holds talks with
Myanmar vote chief

AFP, Yangon

UN envoy Ibrahim Gambari met
Friday with the top official oversee-
ing Myanmar's upcoming referen-
dum, officials said, in a bid to press
for democracyleader Aung San Suu
Kyi's inclusionin the process.

His meeting with Aung Toe, the
Supreme Court chief justice tasked
with organising the balloting, came
after more than two hours of talks
with the information minister,
Brigadier General Kyaw Hsan,
Myanmar officials said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The content of Gambari's talks
and even his itinerary has been
keptunder close wraps.

Gambari arrived in Yangon on
Thursday, his third visit to the
country since the regime launched
a deadly crackdown on pro-
democracy protests last September,
killing at least 31 people according
tothe United Nations.

Myanmar's tightly controlled
state media have said little about
his latest mission. State television
and official newspapers have
limited themselves to briefly sum-
marising Thursday's schedule,
withoutcomment.

Myanmar's political landscape
has shifted enormously since his
lastvisitin November.

A month ago, the regime sur-
prised the world by announcing it

would hold a referendum on a new
constitution in May, setting the
stage for multiparty democratic
electionsin 2010.

The junta also brought in a law
criminalising public speeches and
leaflets about the referendum and
announced that Aung San Suu Kyi
would be barred from running in
elections because of her marriage
to a foreigner, Briton Michael Aris,
whoisnowdead.

Aung San Suu Kyi's National
League for Democracy (NLD) party
has already warned that the public
would not accept the junta's new
charter, but it has stopped short of
calling for a boycott or urging a
"No" vote.
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Katalyst is a development project funded by European donors. Katalyst

1s looking for a

Receptionist to work as a member of the Project Administration team. The purpose of the

position is to ensure high!}' professional representation of the project to outside, to ensure
better communication services with outside and to ensure security at the front office.

Main Tasks

¢ Handling PABX system, transferring incoming calls and connect outgoing calls

AFP, Colombo

At least 61 Tamil Tiger rebels and
five government troops were Killed
in fresh fighting across Sri Lanka's
embattled north, the defence
ministry said on Friday.

Heavy fighting along the de
facto border with territory held by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LITE) saw fierce clashes on
Wednesday and Thursday, leaving
a total of 66 combatants killed, the
ministry said.

It said security forces had cap-
tured key locations from the Tigers
in the coastal district of Mannar
over the past two days.

A pro-rebel Tamil MP and his
driver were killed in a bomb attack
inside rebel-held territory on
Thursday, officials said. The rebels
accused the security forces of
carrying out the attack.

So far this year, the defence
ministry has reported that security
forces have killed at least 1,901
rebels for the loss of 112 govern-

mentsoldiers.

The government numbers can-
not be independently confirmed as
Colombo bars journalists and rights
groups fromembattled areas.

Three Sri Lankan MPs have also
been killed this year, including the
lawmaker killed Thursday.

The latest violence came as the
island's government, which claims
to be gaining ground in intensify-
ing combat with the rebels, was
accused this week of being behind
hundreds of "disappearances.”

The report from New York-
based Human Rights Watch --
entitled "Recurring Nightmare:
State Responsibility for 'Disap-
pearances’ and Abductions in Sri
Lanka” -- also added to calls for
tough United Nations monitoring.

Sri Lanka has in the past
accused diplomats raising con-
cerns over human rights of being
“terrorists" and supporters of the
Tigers, who are waging a decades-
old battle for an independent
homeland for theisland's Tamils,

Differences remain
between PPP-PML-N

THE DAILY TIMES, Islamabad

Pakistan People's Party (PPP) Co-
chairman Asif Ali Zardari said on
Thursday that though major issues
had been sorted out with coalition
partnersalluding mainly to
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawazbut 'small matters'
remained unresolved.

Zardari also said the nominee
for the prime minister slot would
be finalised by the time the
National Assembly was called into
session, but reiterated that he was
notin the running.

"I would have been the candi-
date for prime minister by virtue of
the party office (I hold], but I have
decided not to be a candidate,” he
said.

Although the party tried to
project the impression that delay-
ing the nomination for the pre-
miership was a tactical move, party
sources cited internal differences
over the prime ministerial candi-
dates Makhdoom Amin Fahim,
Yousaf Raza Gilani, - Makhdoom
Shah Mehmood Qureshi and
Chaudhry Ahmed Mukhtar and
the behind-the-scenes negotia-

tions with the Pakistan Muslim |

League-Quaid (PML-Q).

The negotiations were being
pursued in case the PPP failed to
work out modalities with the PML-
Nawaz, the sources said. The party
was finding it hard to reach a work-
ing relationship with PML-N on the
key issues of the restoration of the
judiciary and working with
President Musharraf, they added.

At the meeting, sources said
Zardari had taken the party's
National Assembly members-elect
into confidence on the ongoing
dialogue with other political par-
ties on government formation.

Committee: The party named a
five-member committee, consist-
ing of Mian Raza Rabbani, Farooq
H Naek, Sherry Rehman, Raja
Pervez Ashraf and Syed Naveed
Qamar to chalk out a working
formula with the PML-N.

The PPP co-chairman also
announced that he would con-
duct further meetings with the
party's MNAs-elect from each
division, separately, from today
(Friday) to decide which prime
ministerial candidate had the
broadestsupport.

Saarc to collaborate
on social research

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

The South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (Saarc)
countries have agreed to enhance
collaborative research in the field
of social science through exchange
of social scientists and information
onresearch outcomes.

The agreement was arrived at a
meeting of the Regional Forum of the
Ministers of Social Development
whichended here onThursday.

Holding that South Asia paid
little attention to social science
research, the meeting decided to
promote activities in this area, recog-

regionalforum's Social Charter.

information an effective tool of
social empowerment by conferring
itto allcitizens.

The meeting also agreed to work
towards eliminating arbitrariness
and corrupt practices and improve
governance at regional, national

and local levels.

"All the SAARC countries agreed
have decided to replicate the Right
to Information Act in their respec-
tive countries taking into consider-
ation their economic and social
limitations”, India's Minister of
State for Human Resource
Development D Purandeshwari
toldreporters here.

Some SAARC countries like
Pakistan told the meeting that they
have the Right to Information at
local level and extension of the
same at a higher level would have
to happen atalaterstage.

Bhutan's Education Minister

cial needs in education, technical
and vocational training, develop-
ment of new technologies, protec-
tion of disabled persons, protec-
tion of children at risks and control
of use of narcotics and drug traf-
ficking.
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An ethnic Chinese woman walks past an election campaign banners of the opposition Democratic Action Party
(DAP) at a predominantly-Chinese wet market in northern Penang state, on the eve of Malaysia's 12th general elec-
tions yesterday. Malaysia's ruling coalition made an all-out push to counter a resurgent opposition which hopes to
deny it a two-thirds majority for the first time.

Malaysian govt gets ready
to counter opposition

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia's ruling coalition made
an all-out push ahead of polling
today to counter a resurgent oppo-
sition which hopes todeny it a two-
thirds majority for the first time.
Political observers said the
coalition that has ruled for half a
century is rattled by signs that
minority ethnic Chinese and
Indians will defect to the opposi-
tion led by charismatic former
deputy premier Anwar Ibrahim.
Newspapers linked to the gov-
ernment, which is dominated by
Muslim Malays who make up 60
percent of the population,

splashed front-page warnings that
the minorities could lose their
voice in the multi-ethnic coali-
ton.

"I do not want to form a govern-
ment that is made up of only one
race," Prime Minister Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi said of the indica-
tions that the Chinese and Indian
parties in the Barisan Nasional
coalition could be hit on Saturday.

"I hope the status quo is main-
tained in the interests of all.”

Anwar and other opposition
leaders have been drawing big
crowds at political rallies in Kuala
Lumpur, campaigning on issues
like high inflation and rising crime

rates thatresonate with voters.

More than 7,000 Malaysians of
all races braved the pouring rain to
gather in a village outside the capi-
tal Thursday night to heat Anwar
speak, standing transfixed despite
the thunderand lightning.

"You can cheat as much as you
want, but you cannot change the
will of the people,” he roared,
drawing chants of "Reformasi,
Reformasi®, the battle cry that
emerged after his 1998 dismissal
and jailing.

Opposition parties warn that
the polls may not be a fair fight,
saying they are concerned over
fraud including phantom voters.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

An Owner’s Association of a Commercial Building is looking for
highly motivated personnel for immediate appointment

1. Manager (Administration) :

Qualification :
Experience :

Responsibility : «

Masters Degree in any discipline.
Minimum 15 years experience in the relevant field.

Manage and maintain the facilities in common area of a commercial

building.

* Monitor the security/safety amangement.

* Management of related operations and supervision of total utility
facilities including liaison with service related organization of the Gowt.

* Attending legal issues related to the property and the Association.
* Look after various members/owners welfare issues.

* Must have high profile of administrative support services, clear concept
and skill in different HR functions. Labor and Industrial Law, reviewing &
developing Admn/HR Policies, development of HR tools etc.

* Candidate must be proficient in computer knowledge. Ideal candidate |
must have confident control in English and Bengali language with all

around communication skill.

2. Electrical Engineer :

nising the importance of social LyonpoThinley Gyamtsho said "we Qualification : Diploma in Electrical Engineering.
‘ development in line with SAARC have already prepared the draft to s ; :
K A-I_ALYST —————— - — Development Goals envisagedinthe come out with an Act to provide Experlenoe . Minimum 10 years expenence in the relevant field.
access to information at all levels.
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* Computer Iteracy and proficient in English communication will be
preferred.

Salary and Benefit : Attractive salary and other benefit will be offered depending on
qualification and experience. Interested candidates willing to accept the challenges may apply
with detail CV & recent passport size photographs within 20™ March, 2008 to Box No. A - 47,
C/O- The Daily Star, 19 Karwan Bazer, Dhaka-1215.
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® Managing visitor registration Afghan SOldler
* Maintain and update mailing database and télephone directory to die for pii—— 7‘
® Fill-in for secretarial colleagues for assigned duties { ‘BEAW ) ’ 3 f
e Arrange documentg for photocopying and spiral bindings, prepare slides for written kllllng 5 | M | | , '
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N * Registering incoming and outgoing mail, issue receipts for mail R et | B.Sc.in CSE :
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3 . The court handed down the i ; mission lest on ril 2 Prof. Dr. Golam Rahman
K.IlﬂWledgC, Skﬂl’.lﬂd E!]leritllcu. punishment on Thursday to ;: M-SC- il‘l CE p 008 Founder VC, Khuina University & UIU
The position requires a Bachelor degree, at least three years of working experience in a || nukrullah, whogoesby onename, A NN A RAE RN AU Dok Yooy
s1m1_lar position with an INGO or NGO in Bangladesh, knowledge of handling local and ;Eéh nflmfsfrm m? i HET I.]where T e
foreign visitors and guests, handling of PABX system, liaison with telephone service Iulylaswsar.mur e SPECIAL PROGRAM Fn;;:’:;'cp:::’:r?”?;"‘E::;h&?E[E;VC}
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& mander General Jalandar Shah April 19, 2008 Who kee-ps it truly? Prof. Dr. Saleh Uddin (Professor, School of Business)
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photo and a cover letter to: "He was sentenced to death on Up t 112 200 Prof. Dr. Md. Sadiqul Islam
charges of shooting and killing four p to April 12, 2008 Coordinalor, MBA Program (Part Time)
KATALYST Afghan soldiers and a coalition Last D“f’ of Admission Visit - Registrar
House # 20, Road # 6 soldier last year, Three other sol- April 15, 2008 Isit UIU before you take a decision ... Prof. A.S.M. Salahuddin
Baridhara, Dhaka d“”"‘i“'”edw“lmdfd." the com- . Former Director (College & Admin ), DSHE, MOE
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