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17,990 poultry farms
" now closed

Govt assessment finds

....................................................

Sharp price hike of poultry
feed, bird flu panic and lack of
insurance coverage have
pushed as many as 17,990
poultry farms out of business
since July 2007 to January 31
this year, according to a gov-
ernmentassessment.

The government officials
concerned and poultry farm
owners say the number of the
poultry farms that were to
suspend their business is
roughly one-thirds of the total
farms.

Till January 31, 41653 farms
have registered with the gov-
ernment, while the number of
unregistered farms stand at
around 27,757, the sources in
the Livestock and Fisheries
Directorate confirmed.

According to Arifuzzaman
Bhuiyan, secretary general of
the Poultry Industries
Coordination Committee, the
amount of loss the poultry
sector has incurred so far is
Tk4,100 crore and around 5
lakh people have faced job-
lessness due to the debacle.

The poultry farms, an
industry that was flourishing
and employed around 40lakh
people, contribute 4percent to
the gross domestic product
(GDP).

This industry may face a
ruin on the leastinterest farm-
ers now showing in doing
poultry business, appre-
hended Mohammad Fazlay
Rabbi Mondal, veterinary
surgeon at the Upazila
Livestock Office in Savar,

pointing to the fact that 250
out of the 700 registered farms
in the area have so far been
closed.

"Had the commercial poul-
try been brought under an
effective insurance coverage,
small farmers would have
overcome the debacle,” said
Mondal, suggesting reforms in
the insurance system to avert
any sort of irregularity.

A survey by the Poultry
Industries Coordination

Commuittee found that around

50 percent of the closed farms
were forced to suspend opera-
tion on surge in the prices of
poultry feed, while 35 percent
were closed on bird flu panic.
The coordination body also
alleged that the government
took much time to give a go-
ahead to the affected farms to
raise new poultry, which led
the owners to shift their busi-
ness.

Arifuzzaman said the price

of maize has soared now to
Tk1,150 a bag of 74kg from
Tk700abagin 2006.

Soybean meal is now selling
at Tk 34-36 a kg, which was
Tkl4 a kg a few days back,
while rice polish is selling at
Tk 650-700 a bag of 55kg and
protein concentrate Tk 2100-
2200 abag.

“The caretaker government
has imposed 10 percent duty
on import of poultry feed,
especially on the protein con-
centrate, resulting in a rise in

~ overall poultry feed price," he

said.

Syed Haque, owner of
Deepa Poultry at Kuturia area
in Savar, started his poultry
business in 2002. On culling of
all 7,800 birds at his farm, he
gave up the business.

Haque said,"My farm was
not infected with Avian
Influenza and the fowls were
quite healthy. But I am unfor-
tunate as HS5N1 virus was
identified in a poultry in the
locality and mine was within
the reach of one kilometre of
that particular poultry farm."

"l am not in a position to do
anything now and do not think
of starting this business again
as I can foresee a poor pros-
pect,” the frustrated farm
owner said, adding that he has
calculated that a layer lay eggs
22 months at a stretch and
within this cycle two winters
fall when the outbreak of any
disease is frequent.

When contacted, Fisheries
and Livestock Secretary Ataur
Rahman said the government
IS continuing parleys with

poultry farm owners and feed
traders to find out a positive
solution to the present crisis.

"The National Revenue
Board (NBR) has recently
responded positively to our
request for exempting the
imported poultry feed items
from the 10 percent tax,” he
said.

On the issue of insurance
coverage for commercial poul-
try, Ataur said the government
isnot considering it now.

Members of the Poultry
Industries Coordination
Committee asked for such an
insurance coverage to save
the industry where around
15,000 crore taka has been
invested.

Economists also feared an
adverse impact of the present
crisis in the poultry industry
on the country's economy.

“As the poultry farms cre-
ated an opportunity of self-
employment in the country,
closure of the farms will lead
to further unemployment. At
the same time, food security
will be at stake and the rate of
protein intake will reduce,” Dr
Atiur Rahman, a renowned
economist, who teaches
Development Studies at the
University of Dhaka.

As of 7 February 2008, the
Ministry of Fisheries and
Livestock reported that culling
of poultry has taken place in 202
farms in 38 districts. Of these,

TRADE TALKS

LDCs' strength
lies in their
united voice
Says Debapriya

There may be diversity among
the LDCs, but their strength lies
in their number and united
voice, and recognition of indi-
visibility of the LDCs' interestis
crucial for any global outcome
in favour of these countries,
said Dr Debapriya
Bhattacharya, ambassadorand
permanent representative of
Bangladesh in Geneva.

He was making the inaugu-
ral statement as the chair of the
Coordinating Council of the
LDCs at the opening session of
a two-day High Level
Workshop on African LDCs in
[zmir, Turkey on March 4, 2008,
according to a press statement.

Debapriya also reiterated
Bangladesh's commitment to
protect and promote LDCs'
(least developed countries)
interests in the ongoing global
trade and development negoti-
ations.

The workshop was organ-
ised as a pre-conference event
for the Unctad XII, the qua-
drennial ministerial confer-
ence of the United Nations
Conference of Trade and
Development (Unctad) to be
held in Aprilin Accra, Ghana.

The envoy said the main
political message of the
recently concluded LDC Trade
Ministers meeting in Lesotho
underscores the imperative of
addressing the developmental
concerns of the weak and vul-
nerable economies for suc-
cessful completion of the fal-
teringWTO trade negotiations.

121 farms have confirmed H5 |

virus infection. A total of
494,370 chickens have been

culled. However, no human

case hasso farbeenreported.
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b GLOWING SKIN IS HEALTHY'}

Only Mis.ELVIE PINEDA
can repair, aging prevention, remove
blemishes, erase scars,
melasma and control acne,
ELVIE designed products
- according to your skin
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DSE shares rally on
AB Bank's disclosure

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

DSE stocks' rally since AB
Bank's disclosure on its plan
for authorised capital
enhancement on Wednesday
continued yesterday.

The AB Bank informed the
Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE)
that it, with permission from
the central bank and other
regulatory authorities, will
increase its authorise capital to
Tk400 crore from existing
Tk200 crore.

Market insiders said the
announcement has encour-
aged the investors to put their
money in the bank's shares.

A total of 1,19,910 shares,
worth Tk41.13 crore, of AB

Bank were traded on the prime
bourse.

The DSE General Index rose
by 33.88 points or 1.14 percent,
ending yesterday at 2991.37
points, while the DSE All Share
Price Index increased by 26.43
points or 1,05 percent, finish-
ingat 2528 points.

The rally also pushed the
turnover up yesterday that
crossed the Tk300 crore level
for second consecutive day.
The total turnover at the
bourse stood at Tk325.06 crore.

Of the issues traded, 171
advanced and 65 declined with
eight remaining unchanged. A
total of 2,30,53,496 shares
changed hands.

Thai food
festival begins

tomorrow at
Westin Dhaka

An eleven-day Thai food festival
begins tomorrow at The Westin
Dhaka, a five-star hotel in the
capital, says a press release.

Finance Adviser AB Mirza Azizul
Islam is expected to inaugurate the
festival styled "Taste of Thailand'’
that will offer Thal cuisines and
cultural performances.

On the eve of the festival, Thai
Ambassador in Dhaka Chalermpol
Thanchitt said, "At the inaugural
dinner on March 8, you can enjoy
the finest selections of Thai dishes
exclusively prepared by a group of
talented Thai chefs as well as
sweets and fruits directly imported
from Thailand. You will also be
entertained by a live cultural show
and demonstration of traditional
Thaiways of life.”
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WESTIN DHAKA

Thai Ambassador to Bangladesh Chalermpol Thanchitt speaks at a press conference in Dhaka yes-
terday, on the eve of an eleven-day Thai food festival that begins tomorrow at The Westin Dhaka, a

five-star hotel.

Under the 2009 Australian Development Scholarships (ADS) program the Australian Agency for International
Development (AusAID) is pleased to invite applications from interested candidates who are committed to contribute

towards the development of Bangladesh.

The Australian Development Scholarships (ADS) are the principal mechanmiSm by which Australia provides scholarship
assistance for individuals from developing countries'to undertake studies at Australian education institutions. The goal of
the scholarships program is to help meet the human resource development needs of developing countries. Scholarships
also play an important role in fostering and sustaining Australia’s relations with developing countries, particularly in the

Asia-Pacific region.

Australian Development Scholarships (ADS) are open to candidates from the following institutions:

Announcement for the
Australian Development Scholarships (ADS) |

a. Government of Bangladesh* (Application will be received by AusAID, Dhaka)

b. ICDDR,B (Applications will be received by ICDDR,B)

¥ Car}diQates from all government departments such as autonomous, public service commission, corporate and
constitutional institutions are also eligible to apply for the ADS scholarship. All GOB applicants should provide

2009 Intake

Including all above the Total 1671.25 decimals of land is under “Buyna Nama” of which on the Northis Metal Road,on

land, on the East Internal Road and on the West — Other’s Iand_. If any one having any valid documents of ownersh;;’ ol;iift?::lh;f ﬁ:rs
above mentioned landed properties, are rgqlfuwd to contact with the under signed company lawyer with all of their valid documents

'fw settlement of any disputes if arises, within 7 days from the day of publishing this notification in the Daily news papers. After 7 days
- if no claim received, we will treat all above properties are free of disputes and can be registered in the name of M/S. Saturr; Textiles Ltd

|
Emwanal], s\ 3108 ||
(Juhlm Uddin Ahmedj LLB(Hon’s), LL M, ;

Advocate, Bangladesh Supreme Court, |

Address: House-Ga-165/1, Mohakhali, Dhaka-
Hand set: 01911320270, Phones: 8853346,

Commission, 184 Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka. Please carefully read the instruction and other relevant information
before sending your application.

3 C ome an d see h er a fo_nuqrding letter from the relevant attached Ministry or Government Department with the completed
Gk e U i o
ar. ill 28. e s
A S kincare COS me tic l]] [ ’ l L t d e R *rereTre s All female candidates and indigenous candidates from the above organisations are especially encouraged to apply.
Pink City Mall ] | |9® e ufw
Gulshan Shop #09 (Z2nd i'-'h::r«r::nrr)'l SC X ’ m‘ 5l © . ' - - ™ . :
Cell #4+-8801726128693 H-15,R-35, Gulshan-2, Dhaka Tel-8857704 Cell # +8801715062200 BEESRIEEESIG SRR LR LY NOTE: Public University employees are not ehglblt_f: to apply for ADS. However, the Australian Leadership Awards
| TESITET 2 03338 Ab-0dS | (ALA) and other streams of Australian Scholarships are open for ALL. Please visit the Australian Scholarships
website http://www.ausaid.gov.au/scholar for more details regarding Australian Scholarships.
LEGAL NOTICE ENEBIIE i O R TR T R
This 1s for the general information of all concerned that my client M/S. SATURN TEXTILES LTD. having its Office e B S BEESRDENT AT B T TR Sy AT < 0
at 13/1, Abdus Sattar Master Road, West Gazipura, Tongi, Gazipur has reached to a “BUYNA NAMA" Agreement .
to buy the following land assets bearing-particulars and owners as shown below- (a) You must be less than 40 years old at the time of the application.
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTIES | (b) You must complete a university level qualification which is at least equivalent in standard to an Australian
ciy L5 : 3 ; ] Bachelors degree. Candidates with hi ' ' ' ‘
SR = DI:gmtl“ Gnilglg; "Pj & S;s?g:wtry Ofﬁce-Sreebll::::;l Mqu::h gm :::,_. A E o f; S gh level academic results in one or more university level degrees are
— T SE RIS T e g:: :f:}zncirml S (c) You must nominate only one field of study from the list provided in the Australian High Commission
02. 689, 591 ;ﬁ:.z;;q!. z;?:i 1005, 1060, 1713, 1749, 1750, 1751, 1752 | Sl & wcbsu? (www.bangladesh.embassy.gov.au.). The field of study can not be changed once you have been
} 2195 &1852 LM AAHEIAY Chala 105 Jamun Al | th :’hort-llstedl.]
03. 174, 1842 135 3669, 3672, 3675, 3676 Shail 27 e e ou must have at least two years of work experience relevant to the field of study for which you are
04. 746568 1864 1858 2148 372 1060, 1713, 1689, 1516 Shail Chala [ 56 Shamsuddin, Slujl"::,LSiﬁa applying
05. 633, 2176 695, 1698 ; _
06. 639 1853 & 1854 1005 1721, 1722, 1724 & 1723 3:3 -l.rm Tl;:.',s,:'f-:imm Oitah (¢) You must submit the results of IELTS Academic Test. The overall test score must be at least 6.5 and the
g:. ::: ;fﬁ ;.:': :::;;& 1669 ngl 70 Md. Shajahan exam date should not be earlier than 1 November 2006. IELTS exam taken earlier than 1 November 2006
* i 5.50 Md. Akkas Ali | : o : - :
| e T 804 1858 7184 135,402,372 | 17271354, 1795 71165 | S & = R | will not be accepted and the application will be disqualified.
| 1516, 1735, 1713, 1737, 1768 Chala Rahijuddin, Jahangir Alam, :
— S — A TR T R T B (e B BT hlfnrﬁi;l:iqmin ‘| In addition to the above, the short listing process will include of the following criteria:
il B33, 582, 7109 i:g: ;7‘;: 2182, ;;;1 !E: G695, 1532, 1523, 1694, 1693, 1691 Shail 105 Moftztl:ldinuMlﬂ:r e |
12| 689 852 1005 [ 1725 & 2953 Seicas T T Y T = Fiﬂy-percent of scholarships will be awarded to female candidates and fifty percent will be awarded to male |
13. | 689, 591 1859, 2199, 2198, 1005, 1060 1713, 1749, 1750, 1751, 1752, | Shail & 70 | +  candidates.
2196, 2218, 2192, 1758, 1754 & 1729 Chala Abdul Aziz, Nazimuddin, | | F : : . : . . . e : :
' 3 f::f ::2 T e | - avourable consideration will be given to candidates with disabilities; candidates of tribal descent; |
4 . ; = . 1506 3 - : ' . . . :
* 15. | 746,568,308 | 1864, 1858, 2134, 135.402,372 | 1727,1734, 1733, 1714, 1689, x;: :: :'“'“ o 1 | candldat.cs who have not previously undertaken post-graduate studies abroad; and candidates who are not
16. | 746, 568108, | 1864, 1858, 2184, : 1713,1689, 1516 Chala a8 Moniruzzuman |
1336,1718
t:: ;:: 565? e ::: ::::‘ ;::f: :g:o“;’?;z'“m :;":i :239 :';27 1718, 1516 | Shail 57 Moninzzaman | You will not be eligl!)le if you: : |
| 568, LRGN YooK 4NN ; A 16 Shail 10% mﬁ.ﬁ.ﬁ, | (a) Are holding or have .been nominated to receive another scholarship;
19 869, 2177 226 1696 = — T (b) Area permanent resident or have applied for permanent residency in Australia;
: . I:: ;ﬁg o =, xg S 52% Yasin Ali | (c) Are married or engaged to be married to a person who holds or who is eligible to hold Australian or New
i 2| 746568,308 | 1864, T35S, 1336 13502, 371 | T AT T35 1714, 1755, | Swi& 2 :““"';‘:';: Al i Zealand citizenship or permanent residence status.
. 1768 & 1689 Chala
879, 582, 2177, 1843 226, 976 1695, 1557,1555 B . PRI e ; ! N : . T .
582 584 1865, 1870 329, 428 1507, 1505 & 1680 Ss';:ﬂ TP T :::;‘:L E:h-d 1 If you meet all the eligibility criteria and are working with any of the organisations listed above, kindly visit the official
S| e, :::: f;;o :m Shal 350 ABO Kasher T | website ?f the Australian High Commission: www.bangladesh.embassy.gov.au for detailed instructions and to download
Shail 47.75 Papia Gong f the application form, Hard copies of the instruction and application forms are also available at the Australian High

The deadline for submission of application is 31 May 2008

Please Note: The ADS-Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) component for 2009 is also open. Details of the program are available in

the newspapers and the Australian High Commission website. The selection process for the ADS-CHT intake is managed by
UNDP. Please contact UNDP for further information.

NOTE: THE PREVIOUS ADVERTISEMENT WAS PUBLISHED ON 15 FEBRUARY 2008




