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Ireland due
March 15

SPORTS REPORTER

A 19-member Ireland cricket team
will arrive in Dhaka on March 15 to
play three one-day internationals

against Bangladesh.

The Insh, who reached the
second stage of the last Cricket
World Cup in the Caribbean, beat
Bangladesh. They are under the
guidance of former West Indies
opener Phil Simmons.

All three matches will be played at
the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium
in Mirpuron March 18, 20 and 22.

The squad: Trent Johnston
(captain), William Porterfield, Kyle
McCallan, Kevin O'Brien, Andre
Botha, Alex Cusack, Reinhardt
Strydom, Thinus Fourie, Gary Kidd,
Greg Thompson,, Eoin Morgan,
Paul Stirling, David Langford-
Smith, Phil Eaglestone.

Officials: Phil Simmons (coach),
Peter Johnston (assistant coach),
Gavin Craig (manager) and Mark
McDonald (physiotherapist).

Obituary

SPORTS REPORTER

Haji Mohammaed Sharif Hossain,
father of Bangladesh Sports Writers
Association (BSWA) president
Sarwar Hossain, died of old age ata
local hospital yesterday morning.
He was 90.

He left behind five sons, four
daughters and a host of relatives to
mourn the death.

He was buried at their family
graveyard at Chunadura village In
Narayanganj. His quikhwani will be
held tomorrow after the Maghnb
prayers athis Rankin Streetresidence.

BSWA, Bangladesh Sports
Journalists Association and
Bangladesh Sports Journalists
Community condoled the death
and prayed for the salvation of the
departed soul.

LOCAL SNIPPETS

SPORTS REPORTER

The Senior Division Football super
and relegation leagues begin today
with ttle contenders and leaders
Youngmen's Club Fakirerpool
facing Dhaka Wanderers at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium.

The Super Six opener will kick
offat4pm.

Agrani Bank meet bottom-table
Dipali Juba Sangha in the gelega-
_tion league at the same time at the
Birshreshtha Shaheed Mostafa
Kamal Stadium in Kamalapur.

The seven bottom teams are
vyingin the relegation league.

CHESS QUALIFIERS

Twenty-five players shared the lead
in the qualifiers for the 34th
National Chess Championship
with maximum two points. The top
nine players of the 11-round Swiss
League will reach five automatic
qualifiersin the finals.

JABBARTENNIS

Local guy Amol Roy and Japanese
player Ayami both won double
crown in the Jabbar Memorial
tennis tournament at the
Engineers Recreation Centre.

Top seed Amol Roy who beat
Ranjan Ram in the singles final,
paired with the same player to win
the doubles final against Dipu Lal
and Niranjan Ram.

Ayami, who won the women's
singles on Wednesday, paired with
Taslima to clinch the doubles
victory.

Omar Faruk Sunny emerged the
boys' singles (U-16) champion
Sheikh Hasibul Haque won the
boys'singles (U-14) title.
MINIHANDBALL
Six matches of the KFC-Pizza Hut
mini handball (girls’) tournament
were held on the opening day atthe
Dhanmondi Women's Sports
Complex.

Scholastica won two matches,
beating Viquarunnissa Noon
School 9-1 and Loreto 12-3,
Sunnydale beat Siddiki's 14-2, BIS
drew 1-1 with Ispahani, Playpen
defeated Radiant 3-0 and Ispahani
beat Dhanmondi Tutorial 5-0.

Bhajji's parting swipe

AFP, Sydney

Harbhajan
Singh has left
Australia with
the victorious
Indian cricket-
ers with a part-
ing barb, saying
he was mentally
superior to the
world champions in the recent tri
one-day series, reports said
Thursday.

Dubbed in the Australian press
as world cricket's most controver-
sial figure, Harbhajan said he had
clearly won the battle of the minds
after helping India to a 2-0 white-
wash of Australia in the best-of-
three ODI finals.

He said crowd abuse and sledging
from the Australian cricketers had
backfired inspectacular fashion,

"I'was too mentally tough for the
Australians,” Harbhajan told
Sydney's the Daily Telegraph news-
paper.

"I was proud of the way our
team played and I believe we have
the potential to be the number one

side in the world."

Harbhajan, who had a running
battle during the Test and one-day
series with Australians Matthew
Hayden and Andrew Symonds, said
the explosive Australian summer
had notaffected him.

"What made (Hayden) say all
that -~ he thinks he is becoming
bigger than me and bigger than the
game,” he told The Sydney Morning
Herald, referring to Hayden's "little
obnoxious weed” comment aimed
athimonradiolastweek.

"I could have said a lot of things
about him but I won't talk about
these things in public, we have
shown things on the field.

"The best way is to do it out on
the ground and we have dominated
them, not the other wayaround.

"We were prepared for any
situation or any challenge. We are a
very, very proud cricket team, We
deserved this. This win takes us to
the next level, and we have shown
the world what we are capable of.

“We have always given Australia
a tough time, a very hard time, We
never give them an easy sort of win,
we're the only team that does really
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wellagainst Australia,

"I'don'treally feel the pressure, |
just take it the way things come and
| try to stay very cool. What people
were saying about me -- I am not
here to make friends, and I can't
playsoft.”

Skipper M.S. Dhoni said his
team and Harbhajan, in particular,
had been vilified and unfairly
targeted in Australia.

“He (Harbhajan) became a
Michael Jackson sort of personal-
ity," Dhoni said before the team's
departure home.

‘I don't know what will happen
to the Australian media without
Bhajji (Harbhajan). He was always
there on the front page.

"“The more he was taken into
these controversies, the more
determined he was to perform, as
skipper it's difficult to calm him
down, he's an aggressive player
and quite expressive on the field.

"But he's the kind of player who
fights hard -- that's a quality and
that's what character is all about.
People might see he might have
crossed the barrier but nothing was
proved against him."

@ennis %

AFP, Dubai

Andy Murray, who caused a great
upset by beating world number
one Roger Federer, followed it on
Wednesday by almost stumbling to
defeat to a relative unknown.

The 20-year-old Briton had to
survive a jittery final set tie-break
before getting through 6-3, 3-6, 7-6
(7/5) against Fernando Verdasco,
the world number 30 from Spain.

Murray finished looking
relieved and emotionally drained,
as well as appearing to suffer dis-
comfortin his rightknee.

His mobility was reduced from
earlyinthesecond set, and thereaf-
ter he relinquished most of his
ambition to attack, relying upon
containment and a liberal sprin-
kling of errors from Verdasco.

"You are relieved when you
come through a match you have
not played well," Murray admitted.

'And it's difficult to explain; espe-
ciallywhen you have been6-2 up in
the tie-break and itgets to 6-5."

At that dramatic moment the
two men played by far the longest
rally of the match - more than 30
shots - with Murray eventually
luring Verdasco into over-hitting.

"I wasn't feeling comfortable. |
was swinging at the ball so hard
and it was landing halfway up the
service box,” Murray said with a
humourless laugh.

This happened partly because
of a strong breeze which made
accuracy difficult to achieve and
which created conditions totally
unlike those in which Murray had

played Federer.

Afterwards Murray claimed that
his knee injury was not too serious
to be able to play his quarterfinal
against Nikolay Davydenko with as
good achance as usual of winning.

"I have been doing a lot of stuff
forit,” he said. "l don't know if the
muscles are a little bit tired but I get
italotjustafteracouple of games.

"I get it in 50 per cent of my
matches. It's justabituncomfortable
for a few games. If it was really bad |
would have had the traineron.”

He was also asked if this match
was the kind of grind which
Federer had warned Murray risked
by playing too passively behind the
baseline and relying on running.

"The problem today was that I
was missing it too early in the
rallies, shanking a lot of balls,
missing returns and not feeling
comfortable atall,” Murray said.

"The match didn't feel too
much of a grind, but it was a diffi-
cult match, I didn't play well and 1
am glad to get through.”

Murray now has a chance to
capitalise against an opponent,
Davydenko, whom he has beaten
on the last three occasions.

The fifth-seeded Russian came
through with a 6-1, 6-4 victory over
Jan Hernych of the Czech Republic.

Two seeds were beaten.

Richard Gasquet, the seventh-
seeded Frenchman, lost 6-3, 6-4 to
[gor Andreey, the Russian who
trains much of the time on Spanish
clay courts and who finds the high-
bouncing Dubai hard courts to his
liking.

Andreev made a great start,
taking the first three games after
Gasquet double faulted to drop

Murray survives

serve, and consolidating the
advantage throughout the first set.

Both men then held serve four
times in the second, until Andreev
snatched the match-winning
break in the penultimate game,
again with the help of a Gasquet
double fault, this time for 30-all.

Earlier eighth-seeded Czech
Tomas Berdych was dismissed 6-2,
7-5 by Spanish left-hander
Feliciano Lopez.

Berdych came back from 2-5to 5-
5 in the second set as he strove to
avoid a one-sided defeat but found
Lopez, who delivered ten aces, in
good form and keen for a
quarterfinal with his compatriot
David Ferrer, the world number four.

Another notable name to make
an exit, possibly for the last time,
was Fabrice Santoro, the 35-year-
old who won an amazing final in
2002 but now was beaten 6-3, 7-6
(7/3) by Australian Open cham-
pion Novak Djokovic.

However Santoro weaved
enough of his old magic with spins
and tactical variations to lead 3-1
in the second set, prompting
Djokovic to admit: "I was starting
tolose my hairin the second set.”

It avenged his loss to Santoro in
the Masters Series in Paris in
November.

"It was an honour to have
played against such a very special
player,” Djokovic said.

The world number three now
plays Andreev, while Rafael Nadal,
the French Open champion, takes
on Andy Roddick, the former US
Open champion in the last
quarterfinal.

Bond for ICL, IPL clarity

\ﬂ Cricket .

BBC ONLINE, undated

New Zealand fast bowler Shane
Bond has pleaded with cricket's
administrators to sort out the
"nonsense” caused by rival
Twenty20leagues in India.

Bond's international contract
was terminated after he signed for
the unsanctioned Indian Cricket
League (ICL).

Governing bodies around the
world, including New Zealand, are
instead supporting the Indian
Premier League (IPL).

But Bond told BBC Sport: "It's
an untidy landscape and it needs to
be sorted out quickly.”

The 32-year-old took 216 wick-
ets for New Zealand in Test, lim-
ited-overs and Twenty20 cricket
despite being plagued by various
injury problems during his career.

And despite signing a three-year
contract with the ICL in January, he
was keen to continue representing
his country. .

Bond said he initially received
permission to play in India from
New Zealand Cricket officials, who
then reversed their decision.

"By then I'd already signed the
contract with the ICL. To me, once
you sign a contract, you honour it,
so it left me in a catch-22 really,”
said Bond.

"The way it finished was really
disappointing. From the point
where I knew I wasn't going to get
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picked, to the point where it came
to closure was aboutamonth.

“In that time, you go through
those emotions where you're
angry, disappointed and bitter, I
suppose, and then you start think-
ing about what's after. So, because
it took a month, by the time it was
resolved I was reasonably at peace
aboutit.”

Bond will play for Delhi Giants
in the second ICL competition,
which starts on Sunday, and he is
one of eight recent New Zealand
players involved.

His hopes, however, of following
it with a spell in English county
cricket for Hampshire hang in the
balance.

The England and Wales Cricket
Board is also taking a tough line
against players involved in the ICL,
stating that they are "determined to
disassociate and distance them-
selves from any promoter, agent or
individual involved insuch events.”

"I'm trying to find out what's
going on behind the scenes. It's
frustrating because you're worry-
ing about getting your family over
there -- at the moment, I'm in the
dark," he said. .

Bond believes that legal action
by players for restraintof trade is on
the cards if the situation continues,
although he is unlikely to be the
one to put his head above the para-
peL.

"My understanding from talk-
ing to my lawyers at home is that
it's better a case is brought in
England, with all the precedents
thatitsets there.

"Once that's done, it will open
up whether players can do both
and whether there can be bans on
players playing internationally,” he
commented.

"What will happen at the end of
the day if this sort of nonsense
continues is the players will get so
fed up, they will justdecide todo it

"I really don't want to do that
through the English system, so it
will probably be a Kolpak player or
an English county player who's
been told he can't play county
cricketanymore.”

TOUR OF PAKISTAN
Australia close
to decision

CRICINFO, undated

A decision on whether Australia
takes the unlikely step of touring
Pakistan could be made as early as
nextweek following a meeting with
government officials in Canberra
onWednesday.

Representatives from Cricket
Australia, the Australian
Cricketers' Association (ACA) and
the Department of Foreign Affairs
andTrade held talks on the security
situation in the country, which was
hit by bomb blasts in Lahore on
Tuesday.

"It was a comprehensive brief-
ing that adds greatly to the knowl-
edge we and the ACA hold," the
Cricket Australia spokesman Peter
Young told the Age. "It is likely we
will be forming a view on this
within the nextweek."

Australia's players are not keen
on the trip and the ACA will not
send a representative on any pre-
tour visit for the series, which has
already been shortened following
safety fears after the election on
February 18, The Age reported the
cricket officials were told the situa-
tion had not changed dramatically
since the polling day.

An independent security report
needs to be made before Australia
can choose whether to cancel the
abbreviated trip, which is sched-
uled for March 29 to April 27, and
the Pakistan Cricket Board is
believed to be softening its stance
on switching the contest to a neu-
tral venue. The Australian reported
the Australian consulates in
Karachi and Lahore, which are
cities on the series itinerary, have
been closed.

Australia's foreign affairs advice
for Pakistan says: "We strongly
advise you to reconsider your need
to travel to Pakistan at this time due
to the very high threat of terrorist
attack, sectarian violence and the
unpredictable security situation. If
you do decide to travel to Pakistan,
you should exercise extreme cau-
tion. If you are in Pakistan and
concerned for your safety, you
should consider leaving if it is safe
todoso.”

Dravid fears
his son most

PT1, Bangalore

It's not Glenn McGrath, Shoaib
Akhtar, Courtney Walsh or even
Shane Warne whose delivery is
more fearsome for the Indian
cricket's "Wall", Rahul Dravid, but
it is that of his two-year-old son
Samit.

Dravid himselftold thisto BBC's
Indian Editor, Sanjeev Srivastava at
the popular radio programme
"BBC Ek Mulagat with Rahul” on
Thursday.

Talking to Srivastava on how he
spends time when he is out of the
team, the dependable batsman
said, "My son asks me new ques-
tions. Sometimes [ can't answer his
questions. It is very interesting to
watch him grow. He'is very fasci-
nating to me. My son chants partic-
ular lines from a Hindi movie,
which he likes so much. ButIcan't
sing, because I don't know sing-
ing," he said when Srivatsava asked
him to sing those lines.

His eyes turned flashy when he
talked about his tiny tot. Dravid,
who had a busy cricketing sched-
ule, said he found solace, at times,
spending time with his son as his
wife also travelled sometimes
along with him.

The man who keeps vigil on a
cricket ball and calculates how to
send it to the fence or beyond for a
six, however, was not lucky enough
to get a glimpse of beautiful girls
sitting on stands watching the
cricket match.

Real Madrid

FROM PAGE 17

to make it 2-0 after visiting goal-
keeper Antonis Nikopolidis could
only parry Ballack's shot. Ivory
Coast forward Kalou completed
the scoring from close range
shortly after the break.

" “We held the ball well, we were
patient and quick when we needed
to be,” Chelsea coach Avram Grant
told a news conference. “I was
happy because we played some
clever football.”

Abahani start

FROM PAGE 17

Manager and former player Satyajit
Das Rupu informed that the sky-
blues have retained almost their
full squad for the coming second B.
League in addition of rising stars
Robin and Sony from fellow profes-
sional league clubs Farashganj and
Rahmatganj respectively, who will
make the trip to Nepal.

Rupu added that their Ghanaian
forward Awdu Ibrahim will be
available within a couple of days
and he will bring along another
foreign recruit.

Abahani have been drawn in a
tough group for the April 20-24
meet involving host team Nepal
Police, who reached last year's final
in Pakistan, Regar-Tadaz of
Tajikistan -- winners of the inaugu-
ral President’s Cup -- and Pakistan
Wapda.

Eng rocked by late strikes

FROM PAGE 17
from part-time spinner Kevin
Pietersen,

Vetton was in sight of his third
Test century when he tried to guide
a ball from Paul Collingwood
through the gully but was snapped
up by Andrew Strauss, the lonesslip.

Kyle Mills carried New Zealand
past the 450 mark and finished
unbeaten on 25 as the New Zealand
innings finished with Jeetan Patel
and Chris Martin dismissed by Ryan
Sidebottom in consecutive balls.

Sidebottom, who will now start
the New Zealand second innings
sitting on a hattrick finished wi
four for 90 while Collingwood took
two ford2,

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the sec-
ond day of the first Test between
New Zealand and England at
Seddon Park in Hamilton on
Thursday:

NEW ZEALAND: First innings
(overnight 282-6)

Howc Collingwood b Panesar 92

Bell c Cook b Harmison 19
Fleming c Cookb Sidebottom 41
Sinclairc &b Collingwood 8
Taylorc &b Pietersen 120
OramcCookb Hoggard 10

McCullum cAmbrose b Sidebottom 51
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PHOTO: AFP
New Zealand batsman Ross Taylor salutes the home crowd upon reaching
his maiden century on Day Two of the first Test against England at Seddon
Parkin Hamilton yesterday.

Vettoric Strauss b Collingwood 88

Mills notout 25
Patel CStrauss b Sidebottom 5
Martin b Sidebottom 0
Extras: (b-1, 1b-6,w-1, nb-3) 11
Total: (Alloutin 138.3 overs) 470

Fall of wickets: 1-44, 2-108, 3-129, 4-
176,5-191,6-277,7-425,8-451,9-470

Bowler O M R W
Sidebottom 435 G &
Hoggard 2b~ "2 12ZE: 3
Harmison /< e R |
Panesar g 10 0L el
Collingwood e W
Pietersen 3 I & BT

ENGLAND: Firstinnings
Cookcsub (Horsley)bMartin 38

@he Baily Star

MacGill wants
to travel to
Windies

REUTERS, Sydney

Vaughan notout 44
Hoggard c Fleming b Martin 2
Strauss notout 1
Extras: (nb-2) 2

Total: (For2wktsin41 overs) 87
Fall of wickets: 1-84,2-86

To bat: Pietersen, Bell,
Collingwood, Ambrose,
Sidebottom, Harmison, Panesar

Bowler 3 M, T
Martin 12 k. ZF 2
Mills b = Ukt adl
Patel 9 % 23
Oram L. 0 gl
Vetton 10 S PR

AFP, Wellington

Former New Zealand great Chris
Cairns has warned the cricket
establishment it faces a mass exo-
dus of leading players if it does not
accept the rebel Indian Cricket
League (ICL).

Cairns, one of the world's lead-
ing all-rounders and one of only six
players to achieve the 200 wickets-
3,000 runs double, told
bigstarcricket.com that players
cannot afford to ignore the lucra-
tive salaries on offer.

"The ICC are going to have to fix
this," Cairns said, calling for play-
ers to be able to play in the ICL and

irns warns ICC

notbe banned.

Cairns is one of several New
Zealanders to sign with the rebel
league.

Most signed after retinng from
international cricket, although the
numbers do include Shane Bond,
LouVincentand Craig McMillan.

But Cairns said it was not just a
New Zealand problem.

"West Indies will have this prob-
lem too, any country in fact where
players are not that well remuner-
ated.”

Cairnssaid if therewas a 10 or 20
percent discrepancy between ICL
earnings and remaining on a New
Zealand cricketer's salary then
players would consider staying
home.

Returning leg-spinner Stuart

MacGill has pledged that he will be
selected for Australia’s tour of the

WestIndies in May.

MacGill, who has been recover-
ing from surgery on his right bowl-
ing wrist, is due to make his first-
class return for New South Wales
later this week.

His return to action will be more
than welcomed by the Australian
seleciors, who are without an
experienced frontline spinner after
Brad Hogg retired following the
one-day triangular series.

Hogg himself had replaced
MacGill in the Test side when the
37-year-old underwent surgery to
alleviate carpal tunnel syndrome.

“I've always been on the plane to
the West Indies, from my point of
view,” MacGilltold “Tknow
that might sound a bit arrogant but I
think it's really important for me to
treat things as business as usual.

"When sportsmen start making
such a big deal of their goals, it can
become all-consuming My most
important goal will be achieved
tomorrow -- playing for New South
Wales."

He added: “I've played a lot more
for the Blues than | have for Australia.
But by the same token I know that
when I'm playing for the Blues I've
got a good record and that, I'm pretty
sure, will get me an international
match every now and then.”

Gayle again
WI skipper

AFP, 5t John's

Chris Gayle was retained as captain
of the West Indies team for the
upcoming series at home to Sri
Lanka onWednesday.

The 28-year-old opening bats-
man -- the only player to score
centuries at Test, one-day and
Twenty20 level -- was nominated
by the selection committee and the
nomination was approved by the
West Indies Cricket Board.

The powerful left-hander and
off-spinner led the West Indies team
in the absence of former captain
Ramnaresh Sarwan but was injured
during the tour of South Africa and
hadtoreturnhome.

Gayle has played in 70 Tests in
which he scored 4,658 nuns with 59-
wickets and 176 one-day interna-
tionals with 6,244 runs and 142
wickets,

Warne expects
friendly India

AFP, Melbourne

Australian leg-spin great Shane
Warmne says he expects no ill feeling
from Indian fans when he plays in
cricket's Indian Premier League
(IPL) next month.

After an acrimonious summer
of Tests and one-day internationals
here, there is speculation about
what the Indian fans will have in
store for Australia when they tour
later this year.

Warne, who will captain and
coach the Jaipur franchise in the
Twenty20 IPL, is one of the four
foreign cricketers in the side, along
with South African captain Graeme
Smith and Pakistan's Younis Khan
and Kamran Akmal.

"Every single time I've been to
India, the Indian fans have been
very good, they love their cricket,”
Warne told reporters here
Thursday.

“There's obviously a bit more of
an aggressive approach from the
Indians at the moment. It's good to
have a couple of rivals, some com-
petition from other international
sides.

"I'm sure both sides will have a
look back at a couple of incidents
and say, 'We maybe could have

handled that differently.'" "
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