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that Khaleda at one stage of ques-
tioning questioned the investiga-
tors back regarding the legitimacy
of the case against her, since she
personally had not signed the deal.

Sources in the Anti-corruption
Commission (ACC) said regarding
the allegation against Khaleda that
she had ordered former state min-
L ister for energy AKM Mosharraf
1 Hossain to okay the ment
* with Niko, the detained former
| premier said she had not given any
suchorderto anyone.

Khaleda's counsels however
said quoting their client that when
the agreement, which had
been prepared by the previous
Awami League government, was
placed before her she gave a verbal
order to continue what had been
started by the previous govern-
ment.

Experts in the energy minis
however said besideﬂeing tgg
prime minister, Khaleda was also
the chief of the energy ministry, so
the responsibility of the ministry
signing any deal, ultimately falls on
hershoulder.

“Even if the Niko deal was
signed by Mosharraf Hossain, the
ulumate responsibility of awarding
the job falls on her shoulder, who
else could have taken the responsi-
bility,” an expert said.

Khaleda was the fourth defen-
dant in the case questioned so far.
The ACC on Wednesday ques-
tioned another defendant former
energy secretary Shahidul Islam,
while detained former law minister
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Khaleda denies

Moudud Ahmed and detained
AKM Mosharraf Hossain had been
quizzed atjail gates earlier.

Another defendant in the case
Vice-president (South Asia) of Niko
Resources Bangladesh Ltd Kashem
Sharifis absconding.

The task force team led b
Investigation Officer (10) also AC
Assistant Director SM Shahidur
Rahman also included Maj Mustafa
Kamal, CID Inspector Nurul Islam,
and Deputy Commissioner
Shamimur Rahman.

Khaleda's two counsels AM
Mahbub Uddin and Masud Ahmed
Talukder were also present during
the quizzing. :

A Dhaka court on February 17
allowed the investigation team to
quiz Khaleda following an applica-
tion from the 10.

The case brought allegations
against the accused of causinglu
loss of Tk 10,000 crore to the
national exchequer by signing the
deal with the Canadian company.

The investigation team also
questioned businessman
Giasuddin Al Mamun and former
Dhaka Club president Selim
Bhuiyan in connection with the
case, both of whom are currently
detained. :

The ACC also questioned a
number of bureaucrats of different
ministries regarding the high

rofile case, and seized relevant
les and documents.

The investigation team also
made visits to some spots includ-
ing Chhatak gas field and seized
some documents from there.

Chief adviser
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press briefing in the evening on the
outcome of the advisory council's
meeting held at Barisal Circuit
House earlier yesterday.

The chief adviser hoped that the
ongoing dialogue between the
Election Commission (EC) and the
political parties would complete
SOON.

Asked about the return of crimi-
nals after serving their jail terms or
those who were not arrested, he said
the law will take its own course. "If
any criminal comes out of their
hideoutsand if there are any specific
allegations against them, they will
be arrested,” he said, adding that he
has already directed law enforcers
toarrestsuch criminals.

[n the momning, the Council of
Adwisers at its meeting took a num-
ber of decisions, including setting
up of an engineering college in
Barisal and a 50MW rental power
“plant in Bhola in May next, for
socioeconomic development of the
country's southermnregion.

The meeung also decided to
extend the ongoing special VGF

programme in the Sidr-affected
areas for another two months until
May.

The govermment launched the
special VGF programme for 2.6
million families of the cyclone-hit
areas for the December-March
period.

The chief adviser told the press
that a committee comprising UGC
and education ministry officials will
soon visit Barisal and talked to local
ﬂtﬁ and tt_l:n': tl::sdm- istration to

ectasite for roposed univer-
& sityinBarisal :
| [t was the second meeting of the

advisory council outside Dhaka
after the firstone held in Rangpur on

February?2.

About resuming the operation of
Barisal Airport, Fakhruddin said a
proposal from non-resident
Bangladeshis to operate the airport
under STOL services would be
implemented soon.

ing issuance of rs
at the district level, he said the gov-
emment is actively considering the
matter giving priority to those
districts from where maximum
number of people go abroad.

Her said the meeting also asked
the department concerned to culti-
vate BR-47 variety of saline-tolerant
paddy in the southern region as it
showed good results in Satkhira.

On weather forecasting system,
he said a step for simplifying the
weather forecasting system will be
taken in the next few months.

Adwvisers, special assistants to the
chief adviser, the cabinet secretary
and secretaries concerned attended
the meeting.

Fakhruddin will stay overnight at
Barisal Circuit House as he will visit
Golachipa in Patuakhali this morn-
ing. He is scheduled to retumn o
Dhaka at noon.

In the afternoon, the chief
adviser went to Sidr-hit Rajapur
upazila of Jhalakathi

Addressing a views-exchange

! “Appeal courts
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section 11 of the EPR, a higher

court must adjudicate any appeal

against a lower court verdict on a

corruption case within 90 days of
the appeal.

e rules also state that the HC
cannot stay a lower court verdicton
corruption cases or release on bail
such a convicted person until the
adjudication of their agpeal.

However, granting bail to Sigma
and Helal the HC said according to
its jurisdiction it can t bail to
convicts in cases under the EPR
when their appeal against the
conviction is pending. _

Asked if yesterday's SC verdict
restricts the HC's jurisdiction of

bail in this re , ACC
counsel Anisul Huq said the judg-
ment is the interpretation of some
sections of the EPR.

Advocate Khandaker

n Ahmed moved for
Helal while Advocate Mahbubur
and barrister Azmalul

Hossain moved for Sigma in this
Case.
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meeting at Rajapur Degree College
ground, he said the caretaker gov-
ernment is moving fast towards the
general election.

He said the objective of the
government is also to consolidate
the foundation of democratic gov-
erning system, establish good gov-
ernance and a Bangladesh free from
corruption, terrorism and poverty.

Fakhruddin stressed the need for
increased agricultural production.

Referring to the increased prices
of paddy, rice, wheat and edible oils
all over the world, he said there is no
alternative to increasing farm pro-
duction to get rid of the adverse
impactofthe increased prices.

He said the government for the
first ime allocated a big amount of
money for agriculture research and
1s keeping close watch on smooth
supply of fertiliser to the farmers in
time at fair price.

He called for using every inch of
arableland for production.

On his way back 40 Bassal, the |

chief adviser got down at Dhapar in
Nalchhiti upazila and exchanged
views with thelocals.

PPP delays
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who effectively led the party when
Benazir was in exile from 1999 to
2007.

Party officials said a decision
may not be announced until par-
liament convenes, which is
expected in mid-March.

The delay in choosing a premier
comes amid general uncertainty
about the political direction of the
country and the fate of Musharraf
in particular.

With Washington and other
allies pressing for stability in
Pakistan, the PPP-led coalition has
not yet indicated whether it is
ready for a full showdown with
Musharraf, who seized power in a
coupin 1999.

The coalition needs only to
bring on board a few more inde-
pendent MPs to secure the two-
thirds majority with which it could
theoretically launch impeachment
proceedings against Musharraf,

Dr Kamal
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dispute of a political party does not
come within the purview of judicial
review.

Opposing her writ petition chal-
lenging the validity of EC invitation
to her party’s rebel faction to dia-
logue, Dr Kamal told the High Court
that the petition is not maintainable

because political controversy is not
justifiable marter before ?Ke writ
jurisdiction.

“Evenitisnotasubjectofanykind
for judicial review as it needs exami-
nation and cross-examination of
evidence,” he said.

Referring to the High Court
interim order asking the EC to
explain why the impugned letter to
Maj (retd) Hafiz Uddin Ahmed,
acting secretary general of the
reformist faction of the party, should
not be declared without lawful
authority, Dr Kamal submitted that it
became infructuous as the EC had
promptly cancelled its scheduled

Nov22 dialogue.
“The Ecoﬁ'nzr has no effect any-

way as it was cancelled,” Dr Kamal
argued, adding that a matter that
does not have any effect cannot be
adjudicated. ,

The High Court is not the a -
priate forum for resolving political
internal disputes, Dr Kamal con-
tended, citing foreign case decisions.

Dr Kamal told the court that since
the political party is not a statutory
body, it's a voluntary o n
and its constitution
the High Court should not get
ml in the internal affairs of a

tical party.

“The dispute should be resolved
internally, and [ wish good sense will
prevail,” he said.

After Dr Kamal's brief submission
before a division bench of the High
Court, comprising Justice Mirza
Hussain Haider and Justice
Mamnoon Rahman, the hearing was

Prof Jahanara
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Jahanara, one of the corruption

suspects, owns three floors of a six-
stnrm building on five kathas of
land in Bashundhara residential
area, a three-storied market in
Dhaka City's Jindabahar Lane and
a two-storied building on 55 deci-
mals ofland in Rajbari. .

There are two 5-katha plots in
Basundhara residential area and a
10-katha plot in Purbachal in her
name while there is another 5-
katha plot in Basundhara in his
son's name. Jahanara also owns
two Toyota cars, the statement said.

Jahanara has 60 tolas of gold
while her son 120 tolas. She has one
revolver and a pistol. She also has
about Tk 65 lakh and $ 11,654 in
banks in addition to furniture and
electronic goods worth Tk 5.14
lakh.

Panna submitted his wealth
statement to the ACC the same day.
He claimed that he has inherited 7
bighas of land in Bagerhat, 6 bighas
of land in Pirojpur and a house on
2.5 kathas of land in Pirojpur town.
He owns a 1400sqf flat in
Siddeswari, a 3060sqf flatin Banani
in the city and a 5-katha plot in
Tongi, Gazipur. |

Panna has 20 tolas of gold while
his wife 50 tolas. He has one Toyota
car, one short-gun and fixed
depositofTk 20 lakh.

27th BCS exam
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Dr Saadat Hussain, also a former
cabinet secretary, said they are
trying to bring changes in the
examination system for recruiting
public servants as the existing
system has flaws.

While speaking at the
programme, Regulatory Reforms
Commission Chairman Dr Akbar
Ali Khan suggested that separate
examinations should be held for
different cadres.

Asked whether the PSC is think-
ing of holding separate examina-
tions, Dr Saadat said they had not
made any decision in this regard.

Hasina
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thoroughly.

"Butshe didn't agree, and instead
suggested that we form a medical
board immediately,” Dr Abdullah
toldThe Daily Starlastnight.

He said since the AL chief wants
now it is the responsibility of the jail
authorities as well as the government
to formnaboard.

EarlieronWednesday, Hasina was
examined by Dr Shaila Khatun, Dr
Baren Chakravarty and DrAbdullah.

The jail authorities might call two
others--ENT specialist Prof Pran
Gopal Dutta and eye specialist Prof
Modasser Ali—-within ‘a couple of-
daystoseeher.

Prof Pran Gopal will make recom-
mendations whether the AL chief
needs any treatment abroad for her
ears, said doctors who have already
visited her.

Talking to The Daily Star yester-
day, Deputy Inspector General
(prisons) Major Shamsul Haider
Siddiqui said, "The doctors have
suggested that the Awami League
president get admitted to a hospital,
butshedid notrespond positively."

He added, "We hope she would
agree to be hospitalised for the sake
ofherbetter treatment.”

After checking Hasina, Prof MU
Kabir Chowdhury prescribed some
medicines and advised three blood
tests for allergy. According to the
doctors, she would have to have at
least20 diagnostic tests.

Earlier on February 21, Hasina
was taken to Square Hospital for a
medical checkup, first since her
arrest, but as she was not prepared
for any tests she was returned to the
special jail. However, a 10-member
medical team examined her that
ame.

Upazila elections
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Gen (retd) M Sakhawat Hussain, said
first the government should send a
formal proposal for upazila elec-
tions, and then the EC will decide
what would be the next course of
action.

Alyesterday’s meeting, the EC did
not discuss the adviser's announce-
ment. Instead, for over two hours
they reviewed different political
parties’ opinions on electoral
reforms, sources said.

Requesting not to be named, an
election commissioner said the
commission is not ready to hold
upazila elections in May. "If the
government puts pressure on us,
we'dhave to say sorry.”

A senior official of the EC
Secretariat told The Daily Star, "We
don’t have any plan for upazila
elections in May. We are strictly
following the electoral roadmap, We
don'tknowwhy the adviser came up
withsuchanannouncement.”

Another senior official seeking
anonymity said the government's
move to hold local government
elections might invite trouble if it is

5+ atthe High Court.

government does
not have the jurisdiction to initiate
steps to hold polls to local govern-
ment bodies," the official said refer-
ringto the constitution.

Arﬂt:'de 58D (2) of the constitution
says the non-party caretaker m-
ment shall give the EC all possgigT:dd
and assistance required for holding

the election.
mths dialogue with the EC,
major political parties strong[lg

op government po

election, saying that itwould hamper
the preparations for the general
election by the year-end.

CEC Huda however assured them
that elections to four city corpora-
fions and seven municipalities
would cause no obstacle to parlia-

adjourned for March 10 (Monday).

mentary elections by December

before the ninth parliamentary

7
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Mistrust keeps unification
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Even party Secretary General

Khandaker Delwar Hossain does
not know anything in this regard
and no one discussed the matter
with him, pro-Khaleda leader
Ruhul Kabir Rizvi told The Daily
Star Tuesday.

Some leaders in the Saifur
Rahman-led faction, on the other
hand, have expressed doubts about
Hannan's claim made on Tuesday
that unification of BNP is in the
final stage. They said Hannan is
trying to achieve personal interest
in the name of unity.

"I do not know anything about
the unification process but [ think
he [Hannan] is trying to strengthen
his control in his faction,” a leader
of the pro-Saifur faction told The
Daily Staryesterday.

Leaders close to Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, who was expelled by the
chairperson but was reinstated as a
member by the standing commit-
tee, also ruled out Hannan's claim.

On Tuesday, Hannan declined

to divulge any detail of the unifica-
tion process but said the party
would be united as per the expecta-
tionof partyleaders and workers.

Asked about Hannan's claim,
Maj Gen (retd) ZA Khan, another
adviser to the chairperson and a
leader of the pro-Saifur faction,
told The Daily Star on Wednesday
that he is not aware that a consen-
sus Is being reached regarding the
party's unity.

A group of leaders close to
Hannan Shah also claimed that
leaders of both the factions have
reached a consensus in principle
on some crucial issues to unite the
party. They, however, said discus-
sion on these matters will con-
tinue.

According to them, the leaders
of the two factions agreed in princi-
ple to avoid the decisions of the
October 29 meeting held at Saifur
Rahman's Gulshan residence and
that alter getting free the party
chairperson will take the final
decision regarding the expulsion of

Mannan Bhuiyan, Ashraf Hossain
and Mofiqul Hasan Tripti.

They said the leaders of the pro-
Khaleda faction agreed not to force
the pro-Saifur faction to cancel the
October 29 meeting and that all
leaders of the faction except the
expelled ones would enjoy their
previous party posts.

However, most leaders of the
Saifur-led faction do not want any
unity keeping the expelled leaders
away.

"Leaders of both the factions
want to bring unity in the party by
keeping a win-win situation,” a
leader of the pro-Saifur faction told
The Daily Star.

Khaleda Zia expelled Bhuiyan
and Ashraf before her arrest in
September last year while chair-
person appointed Secretary
General Khandaker Delwar
Hossain expelled Tripti accusing
himofanti-party activities.

US terms
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(AL) government began chasing the
fanatic Islamist group in January
1998, as it had carried out an attack
on late iconic poet Shamsur
Rahman.

Even after the extremist organisa-
tion had made an assassination
attempt on the then prime minister
Sheikh Hasina in 2000, the AL gov-
ermnment however failed to check its
advancement.

A few of the nine suspected mili-
tants held by Rapid Action Battalion
in October of last year, with a large
amount of arms and explosives in
their possessions, admitted to their
involvement in another assassina-
tion attempton Hasina on August 21,
2004,

One of the arrestees said Huji boss
Mufti Hannan's men had given him
the grenades hurled at the AL chief's
rally forsafekeeping.

There were several reports that
the BNP-Jamaat-led immediate past
four-party alliance government
patronised Huji-B anditsleaders.

The alliance government, how-
ever, was compelled to take some
measures including banning the
group and arresting a few of its lead-
ersin October2005.

The move came in the wake of
pressures from home and abroad to
take actions against the Islamist
terrorist organisation, which investi-
gators also found responsible for
perpetrating the August 21, 2004
attackon Hasina.

- Interestingly, afew days ahead of...

banning the organisation the then
prime minister Khaleda Zia, also the
chief of BNP who is currently in
detention, held a meeting with a
number of Huji leaders when they,
posing as Islamic scholars, called on
heratthe Prime Minister's Office.

A top Huji leader categorically

ACC to probe
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documentary and verbal evidence of
urregularities, misuse and abuse of
power were found against officials of
Bangladesh Embassy in Abu Dhabi.
The commission has decided to
initiate enquiry as per therules,” ACC
Director General (admin) Col Hanif
thal said ata regular briefing yester-

ay.

Replying to a question, he said the
primary enquiry have been carried
out at Bangladeshi embassy in Abu
Dhabi, based on a specificallegation.
In the future, if the commission
thinks that it is necessary to investi-
gate corruption at other missions
abroad and elsewhere, it would be
done.

Explaining why primary enquiry
was conducted at the particular
embassy, Hanif said out of about
60,000 complaints from people
pending with the commission, about
17,000 complaints have been scruti-
nised in last 53 working days. Of
them, the commission considers
that 40 complaints deserve primary
enquiry, he added.

The 40 such complaints are
against people from all professions
including at Bangladesh missions
abroad, he said.

He added that based on a specific
complaint, ACC Deputy Director
Abdullah Al Zahid conducted pri-
mary enquiry from February 13-20 at
theembassyin Abu Dhabi.

Asked to name the officials
againstwhom there were allegations,
he said it would not be proper to
disclose their names before the
curxgleﬁnn oftheinquiry.

out the next steps, Hanif said if
anything is found against whom
allegations were made, actions will
be taken as per the law and rules of
the commission.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
has been informed of these develop-
ments, he told another questioner,

On a question about submitting
wealth statements by government
employees, he said ACC hopes the
government will take measures
against those who did not comply
with thedirectives.

Bomb kills
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the island, his fellow lawmaker
Mavai Senathirajah said.

The blast was at Mallavi, 35
kilometres (21 miles) north of the
frontline post of Omanthai, offi-
cials said.

"The government knew Mr.
Sivanesan was crossing the
Omanthai checkpoint and return-
ing to his home after attending
parliament,” Senathirajah said.

The rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eclam said the attack was
carried out by a "deep penetration
unit” of the Sri Lankan army.

Huyji

branded a former BNP minister as
his patron to the media, after being
arrested.

Avyearinto the banning, a number
of top Huiji leaders under a different
banner held a public meeting in the
capital after getting a nod from the
governmentin October 2006,
EMERGENCE
On April 30, 1992, Huji appeared in
Bangladesh through a news confer-
ence wearing sleeveless olive combat
jackets over shelwar-kameez.

Terroristleaders sat shoulder to
shoulder during the news confer-
ence at the National Press Club in
the capital, and boastfully
described how they had fought in
the previous Afghan war. They also
demanded that Bangladesh be
turned into an Islamic state.

A day after the public emergence,
they paraded through Dhaka streets
after a Juma prayer celebrating their
victory over the Soviet forces in
Afghanistan.

Although the US had put Huji and
Huji-B on the list of 'other terrorist
organisations’ in 2002 and 2003
respectively, it took the Bangladeshi
government three more years to ban
the terrorist organisation on October
17, 2005, after much denial of its
existence in the country.

The then foreign minister M
Morshed Khan said he had not seen
‘any activity of such organisation in
Bangladesh'.

Lawmakers from Jamaat-e-
[slami, who had alleged links with the

4slamist terrorists;-also: denied the-

existence of Hujiin Bangladesh.

Under such leniency and denials,
Huji spread its wing in madrasas,
setting up training camps in greater
Chittagong and in three hill districts,
carrying outterroristactivities.

Only after widespread public
outrage over near simultaneous
bomb attacks nationwide on August
17, 2005, did the BNP-led alliance
government ban the Islamist terror-
istoutfit.

The home ministry note banning
Huji read, "Harkat-ul Jihad Al Islami
is a self-proclaimed terrorist organi-
sation. Its activities are very sensitive
and it is identified as a terrorist
organisation. The government is
declaring Harkat-ul Jihad Al Islami
and all its activities banned on the
basis ofinformation received so far.”

Natore NGOs
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drawing attention of the chief

adviser and the army chief.

Police and district administra-
tion officials visited the NGOs
several times, held meetings with
the victims and asked them not to
WOTITY.

Sources said Freedom director
Ishaq Mia before disappearing
gave his 15 reliable staffs including
the area manager and branch
heads Tk 10 crore to share among
them.

‘It's not possible to do business
here any longer despite bribing the
police and administration Tk 50
crore,” he was quoted as telling his
staffs.

Historic 7th March
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Racecourse Maidan (now
Suhrawardy Udyan).

[n his speech, compared with US
President Abraham Lincoln's his-
toric Gettysburg speech, Sheikh
Mujib said, "Since we have learnt to
give blood, we'll give more blood.
Inshallah, the people of this country
must be liberated... Turn every house
into a fort. Face (the enemy) with
whateveryou have.”

Bangabandhu's speech worked
like a magic spell inspiring the entire
Bangali nation to join in the struggle
for independence from the auto-
cratic and repressive rule of the then
Pakistani military junta.

Just 18 days after the 7th March
speech, the Pakistani military
launched the worst genocide in the
human history on the innocent
unarmed Bangalis on the dark night
of March 25.

At the final call of Bangabandhu
made on the midnight of March 25,
the Bangalis went to war and liber-
ated the country on December 16,
1971 after nine months' blood-
stained war and sublime sacrifices.

[n observance of the day, the
Bangladesh Awami League will hoist
national and party flags at party
offices at 6:00am, place floral
wreathes at the portrait of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at Bangabandhu Bhaban
and hold a discussion at the Institute
ofDiplomaEngineers at3:00pm.

Janakantha editor
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There are seven other cases,
including three for building design
frauds, against the Janakantha
editor. Verdict in another case
against him will be announced on
Sunday.

The joint forces arrested Masud
on March 7, 2007 from Janakantha
building in Eskaton and he has
been in custody since then.
Asaduzzaman is absconding and
was tried in absentia.

According to case statement,
Atiqullah Khan Masud submitted
two designs to Rajuk for approval
on June 26, 1990 for constructing a
nine-storey and a six-storey build-
ings on Hosseini Dalan Road.

Asaduzzaman managed a
forged copy of Rajuk approval for
the designs, instead of bringing the
matter to the notice of building
construction committee of Rajuk,
and sent it to Masud's Globe
Constructions.

As aresult, Masud was benefited
Tk 6.03 crore, the case statement
added.

The case statement also said
that Akram helped in getting rid of
the file containing the forged copy
ofapproval of the building designs.

Clarification
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actually owns 17 bighas of land in
Manohardi and 177.3 decimals of
land in the samearea.

Our Reply

(“Thé"réport wis'tiised dn informa-

tion provided to the press by the
Anti-Corruption Commission.
According to the information,
Bakul's wife owns shares worth over
Tk 5.29 crore while Bakul owns one
fourth of 17 bighas of land in
Narsingdi, two buildings and three
tin-shed houses on the land as
inherited property and 178 deci-
mals ofland in Narsingdi.

Huda, Faruk
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authorities failed to produce Faruk
and Huda before the court on
security grounds.

The jail authorities, meantime,
explained to the court why they
could not turn in Faruk and Huda
to the court on March 2 in connec-
tion with the case. The court
served a show-cause notice on the
authorities on March 2 in this
regard.

The explanation, sent to the
public prosecutor, said adequate
security is required to escort con-
demned prisoners to court, but
armed police security was not avail-
ableonthatday.

As the two condemned convicts
could not be produced before the
court twice in a week on security
reasons, Dhaka Metropolitan Police
commussioner submitted an appli-
cation to the home secretary yester-
day, seeking the trial of the accused at
a special court adjoining Dhaka
Central Jail.

Four other arrestees --
Mohammad Shahjahan, Jeorge
Miah, Golam Sarwar and Freedom
Sohel -- were produced before the
court. Four people, who posted bail
in the case -- Mizanur Rahman,
Humayun Kabir, Khondaker Amirul
Islam and Gazi Irnam Hossain -- were
presentduningyesterday'shhearing.

The five other accused -- Lt Col
(retd) Abdur Rashid, Zafar Ahmed,
Nazmul Maksud, Humayun Kabir (2)
and Rezaullslam -- areon the run.

According to the prosecution, a
group of Freedom Party activists
hurled bombs and fired shots on the
house of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman on August 11 night
in 1989 in a bid to kill Sheikh Hasina
who was staying in the house at the
time. Later, they left the scene on two
vehicles chanting 'Faruk-Rashid
Zindabad'slogan.

Havildar Jahirul Haque filed a
general diary with Dhanmondi
Police Station. Later, an investigation
was conducted in this regard.

Three accused in the case had
given confessional statements to
magistrates disclosing the names of
others involved in the incident. They
said they opened fire and exploded
bombs to kil Hasina on Faruk,
Rashidand Huda'sorders.

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) pressed charges
against 16 people including Faruk,
Huda and Rashid on February 20 in
1997. But the trial could not begin in
thelast 11 years due tolegal tangles,

The case was transferred to the
present court on February 17 this
year for quick disposal.

Earlier, Huda, Faruk and Rashid
were sentenced to death in the
Bangabandhu murder case and were
Eiven life imprisonment in the jail

illing case.
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will be appointed as member of
NIRA, which would appointits own
staffs.

The proposed body would also
be entitled to appoint a person or
organisation as consultant to
discharge its special duty,

NIRA's main task would be to
collect, examine and preserve
information, data and biometric
featurgs of the citizens, register
those, and issue national ID cards,
It would also fix and collect fees
from the citizen for providing ID
cards and other services.

According to fixed procedure,
any person or organisation may
apply to get information from
NIRA, which will preserve informa-
tion updating (if any citizen dies) it
in coordination with birth and
deathregistration.

Though EC collects only photo-
graph, signature, prints of thumbs
and point finger during voter regis-
tration NIRA will collect photo-
graph, finger print, hand geometry,
palm print, iris, facial recognition,
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA),
signature and voice, according to
draftordinance.

The draft categorically men-
tions that for obtaining some facili-
ties and services a citizen must
show their national ID cards.

A citizen would need ID card to
obtain and renew passport, driving
licence, tax payer identification
number (TIN), business identifica-
tion number (BIN), bank loan,
trade licence, government's sub-
sidy and assistance; to apply for
jobs, open bank account, withdraw
government allowances, purchase
and sell immovable property,
participate in different insurance
schemes; for transport registration,
marriage and divorce registration,
identifying voters in different polls;
to get gas, water, electricity, tele-
phone and mobile phone connec-
tions and open share application
and Beneficiary Ownership
Accounts.

To obtain the national ID card, a
citizen will have to apply to the
authorities through fixed proce-
dures. The issued national ID card
will be cancelled if anyone loses
their citizenship.

A citizen would be able to cor-
rectinformation, if necessary, even
after issuing national ID card and
apply foranewoneiflost.

Pak army
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pelitical process.

“Hepuintedom%jﬁ kK
schism, at any level, un%%%ﬁé

circumstances would not be in the
Irirlﬁer interest of the nation,” the
ilitary said in a statement.

"He reiterated that the army
would stay out of the political
process and expressed his hope
thatthe armywould notbe dragged
INto any unnecessary controversy."

Kayani called fora "harmonised
relationship between various
pillars of the state, as provided in
the constitution, in order to maxi-
mize national effort,” the state-
ment said.

Pakistan's military has ruled the
country for more than half of the 61
years since independence from
Britainin 1947.

Musharraf, a former general,
seized power from former premier
Nawaz Sharifin a coup in 1999 and
maintained his grip over both the
presidency and the military until,
under pressure, he stepped down
as army chiefin November.

Buriganga capsize
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the Sadarghat-Taltola route since
June last year. It sailed with passen-
gers more than double its capacity
from Sadarghat on the day of the
accidentthatleft 48 dead.

Before sailing, every launch
must get clearance from
Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA)
traffic inspectors that it is carrying
passengers and goods according to
iIts capacity. Sources at the
Sadarghat Launch Terminal said
the BIWTA traffic inspectors often
give clearance to launches carrying
double or more its capacity in
exchange fora hefty bribe.

The findings suggest how a
section of the BIWTA officials and
surveyors of the Department of
Shipping (DOS) indulge in corrup-
tion.

The probe committee, however,
found the sand-laden vessel that
struck MV Shourav-1 in the stern
has almost all its documents in
order. The surveyor of that vessel
gave the survey token despite it
being 2.3 metres longer than it was
supposed to be.

The report said after the sand-
laden vessel hit the launch in the
stern both the vessels tried to stay
starboard causing another colli-
sion and the cargo vessel finally ran
over the sinking launch.

"Such accidents suggest that
masters of both the vessels had
serious deficiency in vessel
manoeuvre training,” the report
mentioned.

The probe committee headed
by joint secretary of the Ministry of
Shipping recommended a perma-
nentaccidentinvestigation cell.

As recommendations made by
different probe committees
formed after launch disasters are
yel to be implemented, the latest
probe committee suggested that
the proposed permanent accident
investigation cell would take up the
task to implement the recommen-
dations.

The committee also suggested
creation of posts and recruitment
ol marine police as there is no
authority at present to oversee river

trafficrulesin the waterways.

Nat'l ID registration

The proposed ordinance incor-
porates provision of imprisonment
and fine if someone provides false
information, obtains more than
one national ID card, distorts and
damages information in the card
and tampers withiit.

To tamper with the national ID
card will be considered as cognisa-
ble and non-bailable offence.
Punishment provision for NIRA
officials would also be in the ordi-
nance for their neglect of duties.

The proposed statutory body
will be able to settle an agreement
with any person or organisation to
discharge its work. But to do the
same with a foreign government or
international organisation it would
require prior approval from the
home ministry.

ACC permitted
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On September 5 last year, ACC
Assistant Commissioner
Mahbubul Alam filed the case with
Motijheel Police Station on charge
of withdrawing over Tk 158.67
crore from IFIC Bank in the name
of Beximco Group through cheat-
ing and forgery.

Other accused in the case are
former managing director of IFIC
Bank Ataul Haque, ex-manager of
[FIC Bank's Motijheel branch
Asab-ud-Doula and directors of
Beximco Holdings Ltd Igbal
Ahmed and MA Qashem.

In the case, the complainant
said the accused in connivance
with each other took out the
amount as loans submitting seven
wills of 130.42 acres of land of
Beximco Properties Development
Management and showing false
wills of Beximco Holdings as equi-
table mortgage. The accused also
showed 112 fake bank accounts of
the organisations.

Bird flu
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upazila of Narayanganj in the last
two days, reports our Narayanganj
correspondent.

Livestock officials culled 2,265
chickens and destroyed 8,200 eggs
at the KMP farm of Ehsanuddin on
Wednesday night. Later, they
culled 3,465 chickens and
destroyed 6,712 eggs.

They also killed 2,495 chickens
and destroyed 4,490 eggs at the
farm of Hazi Afazuddin as it is
located within one kilometre of the
bird flu infected farm.

Out of 1,900 farms in
Narayanganj, only 26 have been
found infected with avian influ-
enzaso far. sources said.

Meanwhile, livestock officials_
culled about 7,500 chickens at two

““pouitty farms at Tukerbazar ‘in
Sylhet on Wednesday night and
yesterday, reported our staff corre-
spondent from Sylhet.

They also killed about 4,000
chickens at nearby Bismillah
Poultry Farm yesterday. The offi-
cials also culled chickens in some
poultry shops and houses situated
within one kilometre of the
infected poultry farm.

Besides, 180 chickens were
culled in Munshiganj while 494
chickens in Jessore following
detection of avian influenza, bird
flu control room sources said.

Ex-OC Rafique
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A group of miscreants hurled gre-
nades at the AL rally leaving 24
leaders and workers of the party
dead and 300 others injured.

On November 1 last year,
Harkat-ul Jihad al-Islami (Huji)
leader Mufti Mohammad Hannan
and two others of the banned outfit
admitted to carrying out the
August 21 grenade attack to kill
Awami League President and
former premier Sheikh Hasina.

Later, three more Huji members
confessed before magistrates on
different dates that they were
involved in the attack.

Former deputy minister and
BNP leader Abdus Salam Pintu was
arrested and placed on remand in
connection with the case.

Three arrestees including Joj
Miah had given confessional state-
ments earlier and disclosed names
of several members of 'Seven Star’
group who were allegedly involved
in the attack.

Law enforcers arrested 30 more
people in connection with the case.
Of them, 21 were granted bail by
the High Court and judge's court
ondifferentdates,

Transit route
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which largely serves to ship drugs to
Canada and South Africa, citing the
seizure of 550kg of ephedrine in
February 2007.

The Vienna-based body also
reported the increasing amJabMQ'
of Indian heroin in Bangladesh,
along with Indian codeine based
cough syrup, sold locally as
Phensidyl.

Citing lax é)mcﬁptinn controls
that are not adequately enforced at
the retail level, "The Board urges the
Government of Bangladesh to
strengthen controls over the distri-
bution of pharmaceutical prepara-
tionsatalllevels.”

The board also called on the
government to "Attach high priority
to dnﬁlcontml issues and to ensure
that partners involved in the
implementation of the national drug
control strategy have the support
and resources necessary to enable
them to carryouttheir activities. "

Drug abuse has also spread to
rural areas with heroin, Phensidyl
and cannabis being the most fre-
quentlyabused drugs.

The board also noted that
increased drug trafficking in
Bangladesh could furtherworsen the
spread of HIV/AIDS inthecountry.
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