Start talks with political
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parties without delay
BDB, CPB urge go

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh (BDB)
and Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) vesterday called on the gov
emmment to start dialogue with the
political parties without delay to
discuss national issues, including
price hike of essentials.

The two parties also called for
holding a free and fair election as per
the roadmap.

The call came after a two-and-a-
half-hour meeting between BDB
President AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury and CPB President
Manzurul Ahsan Khan at the CPB
office at Purana Paltanin the city.

They discussed several issues,
including electoral alliance and the
present political situation, at the
meeting but did not elaborate to
reporters.

“The government should sit with
the political parties immediately to
find out ways to mitigate the suffer-
ing of the poor people and labourers,
caused by the price hike ol essen-
tals, " Badruddozatold reporters

Both the party chiefs called on the
govenment to intensify the anti-
corruption drive and to take steps to
prevent corrupt people and black
money holders from standing in the
elecuion

"We no longer want to see any
corrupt politicians in power,” they
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PHOTO STAR

AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury speaks at a meeting between Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh and Communist Party of Bangladesh atthe CPB office at Purana
Paltan in the city yesterday. On his right are Manzurul Ahsan Khan and
Muzahidul Islam Selim and on his leftis Maj (retd) Abdul Mannan.

said.
They also urged government to sit

with the political parties to discuss

the present political situation.

Replying to a question, both the

leaders said, "We want an acceptable
electionwhichwillbe freeand fair.”

"We are holding dialogue with
various political parties to minumise
our differences,” Manzurul Ahsan
Khansaid

He also said that the CPB will also
hold similar dialogue with the Awami
League and left-leaning parties.

Badruddoza also reiterated his
call to start the process for the trial of
war criminals.

BDB leaders Maj (retd) Abdul
Mannan, Arshad-uz-Zaman, Joynal
Abedin Khan, Saju Kamal, Shah Alam
Badal, Kazi Kamal and Mahbub Ali
and CPB leaders Muzahidul Islam
Selim, Shahidullah Chowdhury,
Shahadat Hossain, Ruhin Hossain
Prince, Ahsan Habib Lavlu and
Mahbub Alam were present at the
meetng.
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'Tarique held on political motives’

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) yesterday alleged that the
government arrested and kept
detained its Senior Joint Secretary
General Tarique Rahman “purely
with political motives” as no alle-
gation against him was proved.

A statement issued by BNP
Office Secretary Rizvi Ahmed In
the name of Khaleda-appointed
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain said Tarique has
been detained in prison for the
last one year. “He was arrested on
false and fabricated charges as the
government has not yet been able
to prove any single allegation

againsthim.”

The statement says Tarique is
now seriously ill following “physi-
cal and mental torture” and seclu-
sionin the prison forlastone year.

“The torture was meted out to
him is not only inhuman but also
against all principles and justice,”
it said, adding that keeping him
detained without trial i1s tanta-
mount to a “flagrant violation of
human rights”.

The strongly worded state-
ment, issued under name of
Khandaker Delwar who is now in
Singapore, said it is being noticed
that despite his release orders by

courts, the government has held
him on various “pretexts and

tricks”.

“We feel that the government is
engaged in such mean-minded
activities to thwart the advances of
a nationalist force like BNP" it
said.

The statement also pointed out
that with the same intention, the
government has held in detention
former prime minister and BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia.

Expressing strong condemna-
tion and protest against what it
said government's inhuman
actions, the party demanded
immediate release of Khaleda and

her son Tarique as well as all
detainees.
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PETROL/DIESEL/CNG PUMP STATION WANTED

Owners of running/non operational/permission
approved but non existing pump are cordially
requested to contact the following number shoula

they want to sell their Petrol/Diesel/CNG pump.

Contact no. 01711182815

Special Offer Toyota Parts

M.M. Organisation Pvt. Ltd.

(The Leading dealer in Toyota Parts in Sri Lanka)

We have excess stocks of Piston Rings, Pistons, Shock Absrobers, Engine &
Gear Box Mounts Bushes, Filters, Gaskets, Valves, Repair Kits, Brake Pads and
Shoes, Belts, Ball Joints, Tie Rod and Rack Ends, Switches, Lamps and many
other parts. All these items are mainly for Toyota vehicles and would suit the
models available in Bangladesh as we have similar models. We can send
detailed list with prices to you at your request. Prices would be very competitive.
60% of these items are Toyota Genuine Parts imported by us from Japan and
other products are high quality branded products. All carry a warranty.

M.M. Organisation Pvt. Ltd.

No 511 Prince of Wales Avenue, Colombo 14 Tel: 0094 11 4610505
Fax: 0094 11 4724395 email: maxwellr@sltnet.lk

24 hour Hot Line 0094 714 723 308

ORTENTAL BUYING SERVICES LTD
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efficiently with buyers in Italy,

costing (both woven and knit), accessorics,

QUALITY CONTROLLER : (1 Position), Male

The candidate must have good knowledge in English as to communicate efficiently with the

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

The liaison office of ""The Italian leader in Apparel Retailing" has been working

it's operation here with around 50(fifty) top garments _ n : an
)'carsi) is seeking for professional candidates to fill up the following positions, with the ultimate

goal 1o strengthen its structure and to meet the gr

MERCHANDISER: (1 Position), Male/ Female

The candidate must possess an excellent knowledg
a smart personalily an

factory, located in Dhaka more than 11

owing garment business in Bangladesh.

e of English language in order to communicate
d a deep experience in garment products and
fabric, yarn and factories procedures.
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AWAL'S APPOINTMENT
HC judgment
stayed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

'he Supreme Court yesterday
granted leave to appeal filed by
Acting Law Secretary Kazi Habibul
Awal and stayed a High Court judg-
ment thatdeclared his ur[mimmrm
asacting lawsecretaryillegal.

A full bench of the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court
sald in its order that the HC judg-
ment will be stayed untl the dis-
posal of the appeal.

On February 18, a HC division
bench of Justice Shah Abu Nayeem
Mominur Rahman and Justice
Shahidul Islam delivered the
judgment declaring Awal's
appointment illegal.

The HC delivered the judge-
ment upon a writ petition filed by
District and Sessions Judge Aftab
Uddin Ahmed on July 5 last year
challenging the appointment of
Awal as acting law secretary,

The government and Awal had
filed the leave to appeal following
the verdictof the High Court,

The government appointed
Awal as acting law secretary on
June 28 last year in consultation
with the Supreme Court.

Additional Attorniey General
Salahuddin Ahmad moved the
petition of the government while Dr
Kamal Hossain and Barrister Amir
Ul Islam moved the petition of Awal,

Death anniversary

Today is the first
death anniver-
sary of Capt
(Retd) Alhaj
Abdul Alim
Bhuiyan, says a
| pressrelease.

On the occa-
ol R N 1
Qurankhwani and milad mahfil will
be held athis village home Paramtala
under Muradnagar upazila.

Chowdhury Amir Kawsar

Today is the
third death
anniversary of
N o Chowdhury
| . Amir Kawsar
S - Kislu, says a

P B press release.
me On the occa
— ' sion, a doa
mahfil will be held at his ancestral
home at Gowal Chamte in Faridpur

town after Asrprayers. |

Hazrat HajiYunus Mia

Today is the
*second ‘death
anniversary of
Hazrat Haji
Yunus Mia, says
apress release.
On the occa-
sion, doa and

Quran mahfil
will be held at Shahlia Baharia Dinia
Madrasa and Haji Yunus orphanage
at Dhamalia village under
Sirajdikhan PS in Munshiganj.

Chehlum

Chehlum of Shamsul Islam, for-
mer manager of Unilever,
Bangladesh will be held at his
residence at Dusk View
\partment, House-40, Road-25,
Gulshan-1 in the city after Asr
prayers today, says a press release.

METROPOLITAN /NEWS

Concerted efforts needed for

women's empowerment
Grassroots women say at workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Concerted efforts are needed for
economic and political empower-
ment of women in the society, said
the grassroots women at a work-
shopinthe city yesterday:.

They sald the country's
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) cannot be achieved without
theupliftofwomen and children.

The workshop titled "Voices from
the grassroots women' was organised
by the Local Consultative Sub-group
on Women's Advancement and
Gender Equality (LCG-WAGE) at
ICDDR,B auditorium in the city as a
part ol its programmes of the
InternationalWomen's Daytomorrow.

At the workshop, seven grass-
roots women from different remote
areas of the country shared their
experiences with the audience
highlighting their successes in
achieving their rights and their
contributions to social changes.

Priya Mandol of Manikganj said
women have played a significant
role in saving natural and agricul-
tural resources.

"We need to have access to our
seeds and natural resources,” she
added.

Meherun, another poor woman
from the same district, said, “Thou-
sands of disadvantaged women like
me have overcome food insecurity
and low social status in a sustain-
able way through Vulnerable Group
Development (VGD) programme.
TheVGD has helped us improve our
nutritional and economic status.
Our children are better fed now.”

Rekha Rani, a former union
parishad member of Thakurgaon,
stressed the need for concerted
efforts to stop early marriage and
violence againstwomen.

"We shall have to come out from
houses if we want to make changes
and fight together to stop all social
evils,” she added.

e —

Halima of Dhaka stressed the
need for a quality reproductive
health services.

Salma Nazrul of Manikgang said,
"Education, skills and income are
the important conditions for gain-
ing status in the family and the
community.”

Sheisone of the poorwomen who
received training on fish culture and
creditout of the savings money.

The grassroots women also
narrated the challenges that they
are facing In various fields,
including participation in devel-
opment activities, community
healthcare, reproductive health,
education, micro-finance, gen-
der equality, dowry-free mar-
riage, violence against women
and lood security.

I'he workshop underscored the
need for creating an atmosphere
favourable for the women to play

greater role in development activi-
Les.
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ACC going in EPR mode_to cause havoc

FROM PAGE 16
launching ceremony of two policy
notes on governance of ACC and
PSC prepared by Institute of
Governance Studies (IGS) of Brac
University. The launching of the
policy notes was held atacity hotel.
"The ACC started dealing cases
under emergency rules but emer-
gency will not remain for long. The
ACC therefore will be in serious
problems during the transition
period,” former adviser to a care-
taker government Akbar Ali said.
Asked if the ACC now should
transfer its cases from the EPR to
existing laws, he told journalists after
the launching programme that the
cases are now under trial and it will
notberightto make commentsonit

Siemens help
for cyclone
VICU1IMS
Siemens Bangladesh Limited (SBL)
donated two mobile X-ray
machines recently to help the
cyclone-affected people, says a
_pressrelease.

Rudolf P Klink, managing direc-

tor and CEO of SBL, said as a part of
the corporate social responsibility

Siemens always tries to work for the »

nation withwarm hearts. ' -

He said this while he was hand-
ing over two mobile X-ray machines
to Health and Family Planning
Secretary AKM Zafar Ullah Khan at
secretariat on February 28. Hafizur
Rahman, general manager of SBL,
was present at the occasion.

Earlier, Siemens donated 20 water
purification filters worth Tk 1.20
crore which were placed in the
cyclone-affected areas and being
maintained by the Bangladesh Army.

The X-ray machines will also be
used for check-up of the cyclone
victims by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. These units will
be set up at the hospitals in the
affected areas. These units can be
taken to different locations for ease
ofapatient.
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Rudolf P Klink, managing director and CEO of SBL, handed over two mobile
X-ray machines to Health and Family Planning Secretary AKM Zafar Ullah
~ Khan atthe Secretariatfor the cyclone-affected people recently.

UNB, Dhaka
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Dry weather likely

6:00pm today.
Weather may

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or
squally wind is likely at one or two places over Khuina, Barisal,
Rajshahiand Sylhet divisionsand the regions of Tangall, .

Mymensingh and Comilla districts in the next 12 hours until

remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky else-
where over the country, Met Office said, predicting nearly
unchanged dryweather over the country.

Highest temperature 31.0 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-

It will demoralise the bureau-
crats and have negative impact on
economy if ACC acts as a prosecu-
tion agency, instead of a quasi-
judiciary institution, Akbar Ali said
suggesting it to analyse everything
critically before filing cases.

There might be some irregulari-
ties in making immediate decisions
because no bureaucrat can be cent
percent correct, the former secre-
tary said. Therefore, departmental
actions can be taken against them
instead of filing cases in courts, he
said.

Stating that the ACC's inclusion
of staff from the now-defunct
Bureau of Anti- Corruption was not
a wise decision, he suggested creat-
ing two divisions--one run by old
employees dealing old cases and
another by new employees dealing
new cases.

There is a lot of work in the ACC
but it is lacking adequate staff,
Akbar Ali said. "It is indeed going
through a very difficult time. The
ACC should be established as a
strong organisation,” hesaid.

The RRC chairman observed thg
the PSC should not be under the
control of the government or any
institutions and the examination
system should be reviewed. He said
the present recruitment system
does nof make sure that good public
servants are placed Appropriately

He said the transparency of PSC
is now much less than that of the
British period when anyone was
able to know the results of their
examinations in details, but it is not
possible now.

Akbar Ali Khan said cadre-based

separate examinations should be
arranged to ensure the qualities the
PSCwantin candidates are there.

Public Service Commission
(P5C) Chairman Saadat Hussain
said the staff of the Bureau of Anti-
Corruption who are now working in
the ACC are harassing people with
theirold mindset.

"It will create havoc. It is losing
many cases and many corruption
suspects will be released,” he said
adding that the cases should not be
filed arbitrarily, rather critically
analysed first.

Saadat said they were consider-
ing hiring foreign experts to bring
changes in the examination process
for recruiting public servants.

He said the PSC was actually
neverindependent.

IGS researches recommended
establishment of a transparent
process for recruiting public ser-
vants, raising the status of PSC
members and chairman, formation
of a parliamentary committee to
review PSC performance annually,
complete overhaul of present exam-
ination system and a study to see if
the quota system in recruitment is
needed.

Its recommendations on the
ACC include explicitly defining
corruption and offences that fall

<y Jider the junsdiction of the ACL, 1.

merit-based retruitment and ‘"

extending the tenure of ACC com-
missioners and direct recruitiment
ofstaffand lawyers.

Brac University Pro Vice-
chancellor Salehuddin Ahmed and
IGS Director barrister Manzoor
Hasan also spoke at the programme.

UNICEF Vacancy Announcement

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is seeking applications from Bangladeshi
Nationals to fill the following professional position in its Dhaka Office:

Development Assistance Framework (UNDA
policy analysis which include analysis of reso

JOB TITLE: Planning Specialist, Planning, M&E Section, NO-C

relationships at the highest level with the government partners and

institutions. S/he will provide lechnicgl, statislica
the design of monitoring and evaluation t00IS C
holder also required to represent UNICEF in high-level

outside the country.

QUALIFICATIONS: Master's degree. F-‘ref_ :
science (sociology, anthropology, economics, socia

nutrition and medical sciences.

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Al least five-years progressively
Experience of work with Government,

SKILLS & ATTRIBUTES:
| :

meetings in

procedures (including system elc.)

- Be aware of and sens

COMPETENCIES

Technical knowledge
Team work/leadership

Analytical and conceptual thinking

Commitment

- Be responsible for keeping u

Negotiation skills, presentation skills, analytical skills.

Integrity

Drive for results
Networking
Judgement

CONTRACTS AND REMUNERATION: S,
The selecled candidate will be awarded a Fixed Term contract and remuneration is at the NO-C

level of the United Nations local salary scale.

I The Daily Star

'Address issues of
migrant workers'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Expressing concern over miseries
of migrant workers in several coun-
tries, including Saudi Arabia and
Malaysia, a welfare organisation
yesterday called on the govern-
ment to take immediate steps o
address their problems.

Bangladesh is at risk of losing
labour markets abroad due to
negligence of officials at
Bangladesh missions, the
Organisation for the Well-being of
Expatriate Bangladeshis said in a
pressrelease.

Quoting a report published in
the Arab News, a Saudi newspaper,
the organisation said Saudi Arabia
has reduced the quota for
Bangladeshi workers to 20 percent
from 30 percent.

"More employment opportuni-
ties are supposed to be created for us
there. Instead, our quota has been
reduced just because of corruption
by our embassy officials and recruit-
ing agencies,” said organisation
President Dr Mohammad Abdur
Rahrnan in the press release
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Reunion

The Annual Alumni Reunion of the
English Department Alumni Soclety of
Dhaka University will be held. Venue:
British Council, Fuller Road. Time:
3.00pmio 7.00pm

Publication ceremony
The publication ceremony of a book
titled 'Women in South Asia: Through the
Ages’ by Professor ZahedaAhmed will
be held. Venue: VIP Lounge of the
National Press Club. Time: 3.20pm

Roundtable

Bangladesh Centre for Democracy and
Peace Studes organises a roundiable
on the politics of the country. Venue: VIP
Lounge of the National Press Ciub.
Time: 10.00am.

Human chain

Biplobi Nan Sanghati will form a human
chain 1o protest violence against women.
Venue: In front of the National Museum,
Shahbagh. Time: 4.00pm

Rally

Acd Survivors Foundation organises 2
rally and a cultural function fo mark the
International Women's Day. Venue:
Rabindra Sorobor, Dhanmondi. Time:
3.30pm.

Health Camp

Rotary Club of Dhaka organises a
chanitable health camp for poor women and
chidren. Venue: T & T Girls High School,
Exhibition il

A solo exhibition of paintings by Artist
Prof Hamiduzzaman Khan will be
inaugurated. Venue: Gallen Kaya,

Uttara. Time: 5.00pm. The exhibition will
continue till March 21.

hI's!'hml'd DUTIES/RESPONSIBILITIES: The successful candidate will be responsible_ for the UN
F) Annual Reviews, assist in economic and social

urce allocation by government and development '
partners. The incumbent of the post will act as focal point for Ministries and ensure good working

maintain contacts with different

| and database support and actively participate in
tools being used by UNICEF and its allies. The post

the relevant areas in and

erence will be given to degrees in areas related 1o social
| development, and demography), public health,

responsible work experience in social development ﬁe!d.
NGOs, academics and in research institutes desirable

Proficiency in the use of computers and especially in word processing, spreadsheets,
power point, database, graphics and internet is a must.

. Be responsible for keeping up-to
programme and management po

-date with the latest developments in UNICEF
licies, strategies (including those related to gender),

p-to-date with the latest developments in the social sector.
itive to, the local development and political environment.

A

day at Mongla and Satkhira and lowest 14.2 degrees Celsius at COMMUNICATIONS:

expatriate of the staff, has to be used to check the inline productions in the factorics with the

A : ' Section, UNICEF-
: - : : ' M | Srimongal. Applications with CV should be forwarded to the Chief, Human Resources : :
accuracy rcqmn_:d by fasl:uun country productions, with good knowledge in woven and knit "The Eun sets in the capital at 6:05pm today and rises at 6:14am Bgﬁgiadeshf Sheraton Annex, 1 Minto Road, Dhaka-1000, by 23 March 2008. Please mark on th
product and their productions methodology. tOMODITOW.

' | . lled for written
envelope the post applied for. Only short-listed candidates will be ca
tesﬂinfarvlewp. Any attempt to unduly influence UNICEF's selection process will lead to
automatic disqualification of the applicant.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some

. : e ‘ ithin 25-35 years old,
The ideal candidates for both the positions has to be young and dynamic, age within y el or A e B AT Warel

with minimum 4/8 years experience in an international context and preferably in an intemational

. . A= 2 O idityin

: : , : licauons. City/Town Temperature Humi

t-buving house. The candidates should be well literate in computer app . T R B

fﬂ:n:f?cr l:c fppmuniw (0 join an international company, an attractive salary and the chance e, S Mot Evening APPLICATIONS FROMlQUALIiIiED FEh:ALE CAtNDIDATES ARE ENCOURAGED
- . - Aty 66 -smoking working environmen

10 take an important part in the growth of this challenging organization. ‘ . | Eﬁﬁ’ff 5 gg.é {g.g ;; <y UNICEF is a non-smoking g

The rescarch is open to candidates holding a senior position whose curncqlum will be . Rajsh‘iﬁﬂ g S a7 8% 78 i

evaluated not only for these positions but also for further company developments. 3, | Khulna 0.7 220 84 g ; z.:;; :*]t:-n“?df: tua“m Yedh G

Send your CV with one photbataphi contictle epiine DR A lh; %(;;n;;n fn)r gﬁrﬁﬁ' ggfzs %g'g ?—5 64 ADVANCE HUMANITY
] * - - - - ﬂﬂr r 5 - Yy

with indicating salary to "Oriental Buying Services Ltd, Road-34, House-13 ( : Cox's Bazar 29.4 18.8 64 74

Gulshan Avenue, Gulshan, Dhaka-1212" within 20th March'08.
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