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HARASSMENT OF PASSENGERS BY AUTO-RICKSHAW DRIVERS

CMP comes to grips
with irregularities

ABDULLAH AL MAHMUD

The C humboug Metropolitan
Police (CMP) will set up a
Traffic Complain Management
Centre (TCMC) in the port city
next week to lessen sufferings
of CNG-run auto-rickshaw
passengers.

The initiative has been taken
to achieve further success in
the ongoing drives against the
auto-rickshaws plying without
meter and use of cellphone
while driving the vehicles.

The centre will be set up at
the ground floor of Chittagong
City Corporation-owned build-
ing that houses Zaman Hotel at
the GEC Intersection, sources
said.

Three mobile teams headed
by an assistant commissioner
will work at the centre where
seven operators of the CMP
traffic department will receive
complaints.

Any passenger or commuter
can register complaints against
auto-rickshaw drivers or any
other traffic anomalies for
overcharging of fare or harass-
ment by dialing the traffic
police help-line numbers
01919911911-13; 0
400400, 01727-400500, 01727-
500500 at anytime, said the
SOUrcCes.

Responding to the com-
plaints the mobile teams will

The Chlttagong Metropolltan Pollce W|II set
up a Traffic Complain Management Centre
in the port city next week to achieve further
success in the ongoing drives against the
CNG-run auto-rickshaws plying without
meter and use of cellphone while driving
the vehicles

rush to the spot to solve the
problem, the sources said.

Deputy Commissioner
(Traffic) Mohammad Ali Miah
said they have already a lot of
complaints against plying of
CNG-run auto-rickshaws with
meters switched off and
harassment of the passengers
by the drivers

He said they have some 90
percent success in the drive
against the auto-rickshaws
plying without meter. But, the
percentage is showing a declin-
ing tendency recently prompt-
ing us to intensify the drive, he
added.

The centre will also help
achieve success in the drive
against use of cellphone while
driving vehicles alongside
checking other traffic anoma-
lies posing risk of accidents, Ali

said.

Sources said on an average
some 25 auto-rickshaws are
detained in the port city a day
for running without meter or
with faulty meter.

Traffic police seized licences
of many drivers during the
drives for harassing the passen-
gers, particularly the female
ones, theysaid.

The CMP traffic department
launched the drive to check use
of cellphone by the drivers
from March 1 since the practice
has increased the risk of road
accidents.

he use of cellphone also
helps a syndicate of three-
wheeler drivers keep link with
the criminals and carry out

criminal activities, said the
SOUrces.
Under the drive a five-

member team patrol the city
streets from 7:00am to
10:00pm.

On the first two days of the
drive, the team seized some 82
licences for using cellphone by
the drivers while driving the
auto-rickshaws as well as for

violating traffic rules, the
sources added.
Abdul Jalil Mandal, an

employee of a multi-national
company at Kalurghat, said a
very few drivers now run
auto-rickshaws without
meter.

Shib Prashad Dey, a resident
of Anderkilla Sirajuddollah
Road, said an auto-rickshaw
with meter helps him go to GEC
intersection from his residence
at a maximum fare of Tk 25
while it takes Tk 35 without
meter.

CMP Commissioner M
Akbar Ali said police alone will
hardly be able to put a total end
to the suffering of the passen-
gers or commuters unless CCC
and Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA) come up with
new  roads and foot over-
bridge.

He said as such they are now
launching drives that will
reduce harassment of the
passengers as well as the
crimes at least to some extent
with little logistics and man-
power.
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Scarcity of drinking water
poses serious health hazard

Most residents at Ward 6 depend on dirty pond water

NUR UDDIN ALAMGIR

Many residents of East
Sholoshohar are to depend on
unusable pond water for house-
hold work as the Water and
Sewerage Authority (Wasa) is
unable to supply optimum water
forthem in the ward.

Scarcity of drinking water has
posed a serious health hazard to
around 25,000 lower income
people of the Ward-6 under
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC) near Bohoddarhat
Intersection.

Sources said people living in
Baraipara, Ghasiapara, Omar Ali
Matabbar Moholla and Purbapara
under the ward have no other
options but to using the blackish
and brownish dirty water of 10
ponds as the supply of Wasa water
is hardlyavailable there.

The women wash utensils
and even vegetables and rice for
cooking as well as the people
take bath in the ponds, some of
them are covered with water
hyacinth turning into perfect
breeding centres for mosqui-
toes.

The low-income people of
150 colonies on some 3km patch
of land depend on the ponds in
the CCCward.

Locals said they collect Wasa
water from hydrant standing in
long queues only fordrinking.

“The water provided by Wasa
can only meet our demand for
drinking water,” said
Mohammad Sultan Mian, a
shopkeeper at Baraipara.

Sultan said they suffer from
different types of water-borne
diseases frequently as they are
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bound to use the dirty water
fromthe ponds.

Shah Alam, a resident of
Ghasiapara, said the shallow
tube-wells were of no use to them
due to fall in ground water level.
Besides, he said they cannot
affordtosetupadeep tube-well.

He said the pond water has
also become stinky as the filthy
water from nearby overflowing
drains finds way to the pond
during rain.

He said they have informed
the local ward commissioner
about their miseries repeatedly
in vain.

Baraipara Moholla (South)
Unnayan Committee General
Secretary Amir Uddin said a few
house owners collect Wasa water
for household use from the main
supply line with the help of elec-
tricmotors.

A woman
washes rice
using dirty
pond water
at Baraipara
as water
supplied by
Wasa hardly
reaches
them.

STAR PHOTO

He said the tenants are bound
to collect water from the
ponds for fulfilling daily
demands.

Local Ward Commissioner
Dost Mohammad said he him-
self uses the pond and tube-well
water and has nothing to dowith
the problem due to the scarcity
ofWasa waterin his ward.

Dost Mohammad, who is
rather quite indifferent to his
responsibility about the prob-
lem, said none of the residents
ever complained him in this
regard.

Chittagong Wasa
Superintendent Engineer
(Treatment and Production
Circle) Mohammad Abdul
Karim Chowdhury said they
have not received any complaint
fromWard No-6in thisregard.

DrMezbah Uddin Ahmed of a
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state-run cement factory said
use of dirty water might cause
the residents fall victim to differ-
ent skin diseases and
waterborne diseases like
typhoid and jaundice.

DrMonwarul Haque Shamim
of Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH) said the pond
covered with water hyacinth also
has turned into breeding centre
of mosquitoes to spread malaria
amongthelocal residents.

He said alongside Wasa, CCC
also can play an important role
in setting up deep-tube wells in
those areas. Benevolent people
or welfare organisations can be
engaged in such initiatives, he
added.

Besides, measures can be
taken to clean the ponds and
maintain them raising the
banks, hesaid.
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%3 s A batch of 16 marine cadets, trained
4 at private-owned Bangladesh
e Maritime Training Institute (BMTI),
were picked up directly by two glob-
ally acclaimed marine companies of
“Japan for their ocean-going vessels,
ushering in an opportunity of employ-
ment for the Bangladeshl mariners in
the sector abroad,

This is the first time that marine
cadets have been selected directly by
overseas employers. The employ-
ments of the cadets are on long-term
basis and covers scholarship for
them.

The courses for the cadets were
conducted by BMTI, a private sector
Institute while the training
programme was jointly sponsored by
Haque & Sons Ltd, Singapore-based

Students recite poem at the convocation of Bhodhon, a reclin_ﬂon school, at Theatre Institute Chittagong mc]mnmmmumm &
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The successful students of 1stbatch ofBangladesh Maritime Training Institute pose for photograph
wtththa guests at the certificate giving ceremony at the institute audltorlum on Tuesday.




