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Basten wants LOCAL SNIPPET |
success SPORTS RepomTan o IN MEMORY OF NANNU '
ﬂP.Amnm Japanese player Ayami lifted lh;-

women's singles title in the Jabbar
Memorial tennis tournament
yesterday, outplaying local girl
Ishrat Sultana 6-4, 6- 1 in the final.

Omar Faruk Sunny and Sheikh
Hasibul Haque of BKSP won the
boys' Under- 16 and 14 singles titles
respectively also yesterday.

Top seed Amol Roy set a men's
singles final clash today against
second seed Ranjan Ram. The two,
however, will be on the same side
when they play Dipu and Niranjan

Marco van Basten is ready to con-
sider anything to bring success
back to Ajax and that could include
a whole lot of new players and
artificial grass at the ailing power-
house's stadium.

Van Basten is set to take over at
Ajax when his four-year stint in
charge of the Nethedands national
team ends after the June 7-29
European Championship in
Austria and Switzerland.

He has agreed to a four-year

The Football Legend

SHAFIUL ALAM ZAHID
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ers and sport journalists were asking about Nannu
Bhai, "Who is this player?” They said that they had
seen a lot of footballers but never saw such a skilled
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want to wait around for an
improvement

*"We have a contract for four
secasons,” Van Basten said
Wednesday when presented to the
press. “That gives us time, but we
also want results immediately.”

Ajax have not won a European
ttde since the 1995 Champions
League and, currently six points
behind defending champion PSV
Eindhoven in the Dutch league,
look like missing out on their

The KFC-Pizza Hut girls' mini
handball tournament will com-
mence today at the Dhanmondi
Women's Sports Complex.

Sponsors Transcom Foods will
provide Tk one lakh out of the total
1,43,000 budget for the 12-team
event, informed organisers at a
press conference.

Former national footballer and
deputy secretary-general of
Bangladesh Olympic Association
Ashrafuddin Ahmed Chunnu will
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gentle smile and change the topic.
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sports arena, he never told anyone why he so
withdrew from the world of Bangladeshi football
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dents of BAF Shaheen School and after school, the
every other day, we went to Nannu Bhai's grandfa-
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Maghbazar Jheel (an empty land beside Begun Bari).
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PHOTO: AFP
New Ajax coach Marco van Basten (R) and technical director Martin van Geel (2nd R) speak at a press conference at
the Ajax stadium in Amsterdam on Wednesday. Basten will take over after the European Championships.
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qualifying round and then lost to PREMIER KABADDI and he was very protective about us. After the to know of the sad news of Nannu Bhai's came

Dinamo Zagreb in the UEFA Cup. : ; words with Matthew Hayden dur- "People might say he might | Bangladesh Rifles earned an | liberation War, Nannu Bhai joined Mohammedan When | heard the :
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Van Basten added that he 1s
already prepanng for next season.

“Important deasions need to be
made about the composition of the
team,” he said. "We have an agree-
ment with Ajax's management that
we can add some reinforcements and
we are defimitely goingto do that. "

Van Basten intends to extend

Indian captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni said here Tuesday the
Australian media's fascination
with the behaviour of controversial
spinner Harbhajan Singh imspired
his team during their tour.

After an unlucky 2-1 loss in the
four Test series against the

crowd during the first final.
Speaking after Tuesday's win
here to secure the tri-series title,
Dhoni said the Indians rallied
behind the besieged spinner.
“There was a time when it
seemed like he was like Michael
Jackson, the way the media were
following him," Dhoni said.

“From outside he looks a bit
rash but you have to respect indi-
viduals.

“The more he was taken into
these controversies, the more
determined he was to perform.

“As skipper it's difficult to calm
him down, he's an aggressive
player and quite expressive on the

Kabaddi League at the Outer
Stadium kabaddi court.

In the day's other matches, Azad
SC beat Fire Service 27-9 and
Bangladesh Navy defeated
Dilkusha SC39-19.

'You only

encompassing mostly Abahani and Mohammedan,
Nannu Bhai was an icon of civility, grace, and com-
passion that made him a role model for the rest of us.
Now talking about the game, when Abahani
started adopting 4-2-4/4-3-3 system, Nannu Bhai
was the key architect of the team. I saw his best game
against Kolkata's Mohun Bagan in Dhaka. He was
playing for the Bangladesh Football Federation
Eleven and gave one of his best performances on

ureparable loss.

wasoneufﬂmmnstshinh:gminaphxythnhad
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current generation did not have the chance to see the
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Klaas Jan Huntelaar and interna- | day side gained revenge with a 2-0  betterifthey stuck to cricket. “But he's the kind of player who hve once scored the winning goal and the BFF XI won. Jreedom fighter s

tional defender John Heitinga, | win in the tri-nation CB Series "He (Harbhajan) was harassed fights hard -- that's a quality and AFP. Brichane 7
; i

even though he had said while
Netherlands coach that Huntelaar

would likely benefit from playingat | greater than winning the inaugural team. on Harbhajan, Dhoni was pleased | ° =
a big overseas club. Twenty20 World Cup last year and "It became part of life, for close that young players like Ishant g.nd_rew Sfm“ndf_ ﬂ'attened gxm
said cnticism of Harbhajan had to three months every day there Sharma, Rohit Sharma, Robin crlij(:l:::tg ﬁn:lsua ,'a:' In:ll,e‘ oy l e
Y "galvanised” the Indians. was something. Uthappa, Piyush Chawla and L L e
Langer blds Harbhajan was a key figure “Idon't know what will happen  Praveen Kumar were important RKepenians Werdnes_day after f WS no indicats f the d ; :
b t throughout the tour as he clashed tothe Aussie media. performers in the tri-series. * | beingfined over his antics. i!g! Cricket Ay sty s E the sight of Kumar destroying
ye tO Sta € repeatedly with the Australians. "Harbhajan is going back home, He said they were the future of Robert Ogilvie insisted he had : gie SUNtEy fop order was an
o 58 | ; : N TR ‘ : no regrets about his on-field Just three days later theywerein  indication that India are a team on

. [he feisty bowler escaped a so they will need someone to Indiancricket b : e w3 AFP. Brist Sydney for aTestmatch thatwillbe theu
CrleEt three-match suspension for alleg- replace him." "This series win will give them Enmp'{‘uesday night, saying it was : rgm:lzbered R IR -]Fs Bt ek e :
N edly calling Andrew Symonds a Dhoni said the controversies the confidence, securityand assur- | BT¢al when bUle_ all-rounder The fireworks exploding behind reasons ol bdievethis}isabuil'din u:e
W AT AR monkey in the second Test in masked the good cricket his side ance that they need that they are 53’"‘9“‘15 smashed him to the “_Hf the presentation stage after India lndiz; were on the receivingend ~ team because of our snungsg?e::!
Formes Austrabian openes Justin Sydney when the decision was wasgenerally playing. . : part uf{heleam,'phnrnisaid‘ Uli Brisbane's Gabba ground with beat Australia in the tri-series final of a number of poor hing. s2id Yodidu slpper Mahendia
Langer announced his retirement overtumed on a_ppeal. : He stood by ltlarbhajan. saying Ultimately, this will be the core ashuulderchmge: were not the onlyonestoadd spark  decisions which they feel cost them Singh Dhoni After Tuesday’s vic-
from state crickethere Wednesday He was also involved inawarof hehad been unfairly maligned. oftheteam.” _ ﬁftcrf TECE;‘”“E ;ummil? to an overheated summer. the match -- theylost by 122 runs. tory.

- _ . justice from Symonds on e As India' team cele- And to add insult to injury abra- is si i nti
rﬁ}:ﬂ‘:ﬁf‘f‘;; Fﬁglﬂj‘l&&fﬁ;ﬁg fie]d,+ Ogilvie faced an official | prated nwil?diy_yor::rg,y ubse;eefs sive spinner Harbhajanm‘:{!lmrél wraas meﬁsigerhmmmﬁngiggﬁ_
later this year, will play his last ' ® ® ' drt;ssmg down Wednesday at the | wondered if they were witnessinga reported by the Australians for Africa inMarch-April

. £ Brisbane Magistrates Court. changing of the guard of world racially abusing Symonds and i ;
domestic first-class game for R gu y B Australia, assuming they pull
Western Australia against The 26-year-old was handed a | cricket, and whether India's subsequently suspended for three gut of the upcoming tour of
Tasmania, starting on Friday 1,500 dollars (1,395 US) fine but | aggressive approach was a reflec- matches. Pakistan, won't regroup until they
. ' ' ' icti tion of a country growing in self- The Indians responded by s
The 37-year-old played 105 | % g% - : escaped having a conviction : ; tour the West Indies in May-fuly.
, _ ] 45 LS . wicketl During a one-day match, prom- | recorded against him after plead- | belief threatening to call the tour off and
;%B{Drgﬁ,ifw}b‘?f;r&r; e % .‘J Cricket Most Indians are convinced the  ising Indian seamer Ishant Sharma | jng ouilty IE wilful expﬂsurf The four-Test and one-day refused to travel to Canberra for a
MLZHES E: le{gdylul.l?ﬁrs .cl Test series scoreline would have was fined for a verbal exchange The court heard Ogilvie had series, which ended on Tuesday, practicematch. Y llf

Chgﬂrf '?“SE‘,? . hisl‘l ;93? AFP, New Delhi been reversed had umpiring blun- with Symonds and the Indians | peen drinking with his brother provided some of the most scintil- After umpire Steve Bucknor -- us gEtS

i{na; ; esd 'Dr(h m[m'wlii : dersnotgoneagainst the touristsin  countered with a complaint about | .. 4 friends when he decided to | 2UPgcricketeverseen in Australia. b_lamed for most of the poor deci- oM pAGE 17
ebutandisthe state’shighestever | 1, 4i3n media on Wednesday thesecondTestin Sydney. provocative behaviour by the | i ond runontothe field Yet the Indian tour will be sions -- was stood down for the SAFF Football Championship in
e e , rewarded the cricket team's con- Lavish praise was showered on  Australians. He dodped security guardsand remembered more for what hap-  third Test in Perth and Harbhajan's  june as his main target.

Itis areally sad thingforme 10 | 65t of world champions Dhoni's one-day team, whose Matthew Hayden then called - E £ pened off the field than oniit. ban was lifted until a hearing fol- When asked whether he needed
say, and probably a tougher deci- | A cralia with fro ¢ : . - - | police but made the mistake of Umpiring controversies, accu- lowing the fourth Test in Adelaid : : :
B L R ST e stralia wi nt page banner average age of 22 was bolstered Harbhajan an "obnoxious weed running too close to Symonds Umpiring ¢ TSIeS, OWIDg | d © a physical trainer, Yusuf said he

3 15 * | headlines, celebrating a victorious  only by the towering presence of on radio and the Indian spinner VIR LA e el Lo et sations of racism against spinner  thelndiansagreed to continue. would love to have one but it was
becase i o the end uf m | endomscrmoniouatour - 3kyeatod Sachin Tedulat o sponded by saying the opener | "1 WSS PIE Saton Tl | Harbinan Sngh prch power | They then suprsed cveyone et
technically I could probably kecp | screamed. the mass-selling Slinthetwofinals woldericket Lo | league team to fell the intruder | and bitter animosity between a Perthandsubscquently drawingin e maide Dok sud Covy |
dﬂiflgit- but Lheﬁre_hasgﬂnenut Hindustan Times a day after "We are the champs,” said a The Australian media also witha powerful sh?ulder_ct_large- number of opposing players Mdﬂifie‘ . > Bazall,'. the' tourist resort Whﬂ:

The game of cricket has meant | ypahendra Dhoni's young Indian front page headline in the Times of accused Harbhajan of spitting at S st d. Opiivie m_lfi muﬁﬂlewzﬁ th . India surprised again by send- previous national coach Syed
ah;ﬂh{,-t&ﬁ Ef;mhmg to mlf 513@(: team completed a2-Owhitewashof  India, whichadded thatIndia'swin  fans and making monkey gestures, | Police ‘:ﬁ” “‘uﬁi:]ﬂﬂllldel;“dt:lﬂ:l 1 of hi giﬂ‘;“ msuc:‘ asm:fﬂﬂ“ ing mﬂ;ﬁs&ﬂ;g:l m?,mwdhov;g Nayeemuddin of India took the
wasa - SCONME a nunare Australia in the one-day finals. "signalled an impending changein  which was again thrown out by the | W25JUstSoOmething he hadlodo, g, i G guy boys, looks like the possible choice.
used to mean I was happy for a “The Men in Blue overcame the cricketing world order while ICCduetolackofevidence. although his defence lawyer mrdﬁns tﬁ‘;“:éc;:g“:n;fha “i‘ad bm;g‘“tfl agier “‘f‘l L YOULE  However, the BFF could not
cmigl: [l;fmks' < d ; insult and injury, hostility on and wrecking the aura of Australian Few failed to notice that | insisted he was sorry for his FRaLTE dieiaits el ey tz Isjen}:f s one-CaY  determine when the camp would

ECAUSE 1L dOEs not mean | off the field from players, specta-  invincibility.” Harbhajan dismissed his tormen- | 4cions. A : 2 begin.

. e ; : t the two best teams This decisi
everything to me, it is time towalk | tors and media, on the world's  The tour, marred by controversy  tors, Hayden and Symonds,inboth |  He showed no sign of regret | R 2R T PO R, PEE  This decision fooked flawed 8 yn the professional league
away. toughest tour against the world's  and bad blood, looked in danger of finalsin Sydneyand Brisbane. outside the court when asked | o, 0, -y ﬂmmghpthe i s transfers due to begin this month,

. 2 bestside,” the papersaid. collapsing after the Sydney Test "One Sikh is enough for 125,000 | how it felt to be on the wrong end "I guess with this summer, it's  against India afld Sri lai)krya.gbut as  Pplayers would be reluctant to join
Gl.lChIlSt gOCS "Australian captain Ricky when Harbhajan Singh copped a people,” the turbaned Harbhajan | ofaSymonds’ tackle. been a pretty constant stream of the series wore on pla like CAMPp Now and itis also suspected

: : . 3 : 3 . . . : : players - :
Ponting admitted India outplayed three-match suspension for alleg- told the Indian media, quoting the It was great actually... just like things that you're hearing orread- Gautam Gambhir. Rohit Sharma, that the clubs might not be inter-
Out l]jetl themin the one-day finals. Amore  edly racially abusing Andrew revered Sikh saint Guru Gobind | playing football,” he told report- | jng about orseeing that I've hadto  and Ishant T began to flour- ested to let go their players imme-
q y graceful captain would also have Symonds. Singh. ers. answer,” admitted Australian jsh diately after the transfer.
CRICINFO. Bris} admitted that India had out- The International Cricket "It's not like all Australians He said he would never streak | skipperRickyPonting. The series provided a stark The federation has also
' behavedﬁustraliaa;llsummer.' Council not only overturned the were against me,” the spinner | again but was not sorry about %ﬁs “It's been more constant this contrast of age verses experience, ?ppealed to the president to
Adam Gihst’s final interrational The one-day win followed an suspension following an appeal said. naked run, saying: "You only live | year than it probably has in the and the first real indication that Increase the remuneration of the
batting performance was so short, | ill-tempered Test series that hearing, butensured the tour went "When I went out to eat or | once,don'tyou?" past. But I'm not making any other teams no longer fear players, who geta scanty Tk 10,000
the supporters who were a minute Australia won 2-1, but the tour ahead by accepting India's something, people met me nicely. Lawyers quoted in Australian | excuses for me or theteamwhywe Australia in the post-Glenn permonthfornational duty.
late returning from dinner missed it. | D3Y be best remembered for demand that West Indian umpire  But, yes, on the field there were a | newspapers said Symonds could | haven'tplayed well.” McGrath/ShaneWarne era Apart from the SAFF
Instead of going out with a bang, India's stunning victory in Perth, Steve Bucknorbesacked. lotof unnecessary things spoken.I | potentially face assault charges India arrived in Australia at the The sight of a retiring Adam Championship in S Lanka and
Gilchrist disappeared in three balls regarded as a graveyard for visiting Controversy, however, refused tried to ignore all of it, and it just | over the incident but Ogilvie said | end of Decemberforthe traditional  Gilchrist trudging off for the last _Ma]dives,Blaqghdmhwﬂlmmpete
- teams because of its bouncy tofadeaway. made me stronger.” b idering legal | Boxing Day Testin Melbourne, but  time on Tuesday was a reminder  in the qualifying rounds of the AFC
and the closest he got to an explosion ¢ was not considering leg e : . .
was when he was crowded by pho- action against the player. when they mndered meekly to  that Australia is struggling aﬁer Challenge Cup in Kyrgyzstan this
togmphersashetﬁﬁdmzﬂtmegdd. Cricket Australia official | Sufferamassive 337-run loss there almost two decades at the top, just  May.

Australia’s nine-run loss in the H D 1 Michael Brown said Symonds had
second CB Series final marked Onours e U en O l I a y his organisation’'s full support CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffcr R R < 8 47 s 9 (10 In
Gilchrist's retirernent at the age of 36. and would not face any action , . 2
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As the Indians celebrated their2-0 Sidebottom, with two for 39 > Match pf 52 al Srinath | wasseverely threatened. 13—1fell 43 Finn's side process > 57 >3 | .‘b .
success, Gilchrist hosted a party in | from 21 overs, was the pick of the SCOREBOARD Atch Xelexeest I KGR o " i WoOop | 4 Givena 27 Wine = |
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friends to mark the end. 'lzu.lhetﬂam wicket, while at the other endt_}fr.he fiay of the first Test between New space, particalady & sportsman 155!?3153“ o Hforo;e: ke e
and all the su.lplioﬂ staff, it's been a | scale Matthew Hoggard finished Zealand and England at Seddon Champs plying his trade.” 59. A puze chart 8 { P 3 39 0
magic ride,” said. "It's not a | thedaywithonefor95. Parkin Hamilton onWednesday: land state Premier Across. 48 Aclress shout 30 Bum 1
fair?'lale mﬂmgtomght butit's be_en Monty Panesar claimed one for NEWZEAI:AND: Firstinnings FROM PAGE 17 MI?;I gﬁ;ﬁ :::;d theastreaker had “Tusk™ Longoria 7 Batlery some- 4 = s v
a fairytale career. To be involved with | 66 after initially having the New HowcCollingwoodbPanesar 92 Barcelona's expected progress hosedasiangerioplayers band 49 Treacher-  lerminal what s 146 o
you guysissomethingI'llholddearin | Zealand batsmen under control BellcCookbHarmison 19  through to the next stage was over- "It might seem funn;} gt 17 apiuca :Ju:nm 8 Co-.qi:: 32 Gandhi
my heart for the rest of mylife." until McCullum forced him offline  FlemingcCookb Sidebottom 41 shadowed by another injury to time but it can be quite danger- L m:za"" E4 .:me pc amu 2 34 mmapﬂpmi 48 A 50 51 |52

5 with a destructive attack. Sinclair ¢ &b Collingwood 8 Argentinian star Lionel Messi SBLE T orlaila 55" give 9 Black 37 Off-color =
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ICCODICHAMPIONSHIPS | Jeetan Patel in their playinglineup  Total: (For6wktsin90overs) 282  thelosingcoach. ,000 hits by mid-alternoon city thetic loppler 44 Unsold of W E YBWP B PIV MSVEBR
Rank Name Rating | topartnerVettori. To bat: Mills, Patel, Martin. "Messi's injury has over- | Wednesday. ] 25 — pro Solution time: 24 mins. basketal VEBO
1 Australia 127 It is the first time in two years Fall of wickets: 1-44, 2-108, 3-129,  shadowed the night. It has affected It is not the first time an nobis e T T U 45:: 5 ,
2 South Africa 127 | that New Zealand have used two 4-176,5-191,6-277. everybody," said Rijkaard. Australian cricketer has retali- "'Eg::c“‘ Wit ]o ofole gnjols]e wﬂmn LKW OSBCEFWBL-TSQUEBR '
3 New Zealand 113 | spinners in a Test. Patel's inclusion  Bowler O M R W The last word, though, belongs ated against a streaker. totters ,E, e : - %': - : H tats] 46 Eye layer y
4 India 113 | wasat the expense of seam bowlers  Sidebottom 21 8 39 2 toWenger - who knows how inju- B:.:wler'i‘erryﬁldermnn tackled | 5 bonomi ﬂu vIVIRE[ALY 50 *— bin OSBETWLELESB, E UwWIMMD
5 Pakistan 109 | MarkGillespie and Grant Elliot. Hoggard 21 1 95 1 riestoplayerscanaffectaclubafter | one in Perth in the early 1980, nations  [PIAISITIRERAINICIRALLIE]  ein
6 Sri Lanka 107 England wicketkeeper Ambrose  Harmison 15 2 64 1 Eduardo'sawful injury over aweek | injuring his shoulder in the pro- 31 Church I,.,n 0 @O0 EEO0GEES E‘?’m KJC LS TMID  YWEDEQT.
7 England 105 | istheonlydebutantintheTest. Panesar 26 7 66 1 ago-andwhatliesahead forfuture | cess, and Greg Chappell was so &3 E‘:":b“ FlojnRals !ﬂ 52 FOR's Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU FOUND PEWTER
8 West Indies 96 The first casualty of the match  Collingwood 7o 2T S e angered when approached by a RS nop LSS ] Blue GOBLEIS{N A WPONDERIAND GIRL’S CUPBOARD,
9 Bangladesh 47 | was England's lan Bell, fielding at ENGLAND: Cook, Vaughan, "My players are hungry.” nude man at Auckland's Eden et geuiy BEna coc Eagle® UL THEY BE ALICE'S CHALICES?
10 [reland 28 | sillymid on, who was struckonthe Strauss, Pietersen, Bell, The club next on Arsenal’s | Parkin 1976 thathe smacked him | 35 paddock [F[sIS[THEV[EIR|EMSIE]e 532;’:"“" e Today.‘s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals T
11 Zimbabwe 18 | arm by a pull shot from his New Collingwood, Ambrose, menuhasbeenwarned. on the bottom with his bat. papa : :

finals.
Dhoni rated the triumph as

but after a while you get used to it --
it backlashed... it galvanised our

that's what characteris all about.”
While all the external focus was

A streaker left seeing stars when




