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Rice ends Mideast trip as Israel
vows to keep up Gaza strikes

Mideast peace talks to resume only after truce: Abbas

AFP, Ramallah, West Bank. Jerusalem

Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice wrapped her latest Middle
East peace bid on Wednesday,
urging Israelis and Palestinians to
resume talks despite new deadly
raids in the Gaza Strip

Meanwhile Israel has vowed to
keep up Gaza strikes, as the
Palestunian president has agreed to
resume suspended Middle East
peace talks, but only after a truce is
reached.

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert vowed on Wednesday to
keep up military strikes on the
Gaza Suip as long as rocket fire
from the Hamas-ruled territory
continues.

“The Israeli army operations
against the Gaza Strip will continue
as long as the rocket fire contin-
ues,” a senior official quoted the
premier as telling a meeting of the
powerful security cabinet on the
situationin Gaza.

Palestifian president Mahmud
Abbas and the US secretary have
agreed to work on a truce to end
Israeli-Palestinian wiolence, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

During a phone call on
Wednesday morning, “president
Abbas and secretary of state
Condoleezza Rice agreed to work
together to install a truce to put an
end to the (Israeli) aggression,”
Abbas spokesman Nabil Abu
Rudeinatold AFP.

Rice met Abbas in Ramallah on
Tuesday on her latest visit to the
region aimed at mending peace
talks that were dealt a major blow
by Israeli strikes on the Hamas-run
Gaza Strip that have killed more
than 125 people ina week.

She dined with Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert on Tuesday
and on Wednesday was holding

talks with senior Palestinian and
Israeli leaders at the tail-end of he!
Visil

Secretary of State Rice said she
still believed it was possible 1o
achieve President George W. Bush's
goal of resolving the decades-old
conflict and inking a historic peace
deal by the end of his term in less
than a year.

Bush, too, said he was still "opti-
mistic” about the prospects for the
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peace talks, relaunched to great
fanfare at a US conlerence In
November after a seven-year lreeze
but mostlystaticsince

[he US president urged the two
sides to "step up” efforts to end the
violence and reach adeal

“This is a process that, you
know, always has two steps forward
and one step back, We ve justgot to
make sure that it's only one step
back,” Bush declared in
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Washington.

Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas said on Wednesday that he
will resume suspended Middle East
peace talks only after a truce puts
an end to Israeli-Palestinian vio-
lence.

"The negotiations mustresume,
but only after a truce takes elfect,”
Abbas told reporters after talks
with visiting Hungarian President
Laszlo Solyom
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PHOTO AFP
Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak shakes hands with US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice at King David hotel
in Jerusalem Wednesday. Rice wrapped her latest Middle East peace bid today with calls on Israelis and Palestinians
to resume talks despite new deadly raids in the Gaza Strip.

Abbas on Tuesday called lor a
truce between Israel and the
Palestinians, both in his West
Bank powerbase and in the Gaza
Strip, which has been ruled since
June by the rival Hamas move-
ment after the Islamists routed
his forces

But Hamas rejected his call for a
reciprocal ceasefire, insisting the
blame lay with Israel

«"We consider the statements ol
the Palestinian president about the
truce an unbalanced call because
the problem lies in the occupation,
not in the Palestinian people,” its
spokesman SamiAbu Zuhn said.

Rice reiterated that the rocket
fire had to stop and called on Israel

which earned international

condemnation for excessive use of

force during the Gaza attacks -- to
spare innocent lives during Iits
raids,

A statement released by
Olmert's office said that "the Israeli
government will act continuously,
systematically, and over a long
period... to put and end to the
rocket fire and other terror activi-
tesinGaza."

The Israeli statement said that
while Israel would work to contain
Hamas it would also advance the
peace process with Palestinian
president Mahmud Abbas.

Government spokesman Mark
Regev insisted that the Hamas gov-
ernment in Gaza bore full responsi-
bility for the latest escalation.

The body of a Palestinian killed
in the clashes was found in the
northern town of Jabaliya on
Wednesday, medics said, bringing
to 126 the number of Palestinians
killed by Israeli fire in Gaza over the
past week.

Two Israeli soldiers and one
civilian have also died over the
same period.

NEWS ANALYSIS

India heading for early
parliamentary polls?

PA11AB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

Is India heading for parliamentary
elecuions earlier than scheduled in
early 2009? Political circles are
abuzz with poll talk triggered by
the federal budget presented by
Finance Minister Palaniappan
Chidambaram which was as much
of an economic statement as
political.

The budgert had goodies doled
out for a cross-section of the
society, the farmers, the salaried
class* and the manufacturing
industry, with the centre piece, of
course, being the over 16 billion
dollar scheme waiving loans of
small and marginal farmers reel-
ing under drought and heavy
indebtednness.

The Finance Minister sought to
woo the salaried urban muddle
class by giving some income tax
relief and slashing excise duty on
small cars and two wheelers. The
most talked about, however, is the
farmer loan waiver.

Sonia Gandhi-led Congress,
which is heading the country's
ruling United Progressive Alliance,
is out to reap electoral dividends of
the economic populism of the
budget. It is organizing a rally here
on March 9 to project the party

chief and Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh as pro-farmer.

Besides, Congress has asked all
its units in the states to stir up a
nation-wide campaign and Sonia's
son Rahul Gandhi, who is the
party's General Secretary, himself
1S undertaking a country-wide tour
soon in moves seen by political
analysts as the ruling party’s build-
up for the coming big electoral
battle.

A series of elections to state
legislatures are already lined up
this year, including in states like
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh ruled by main
national opposition BJP where it
will be pitted against Congress in a
straight contest.

The assembly polls in the states
and, of course, the parliamentary
polls, assume significance for
Congressasithadinrecentmonths
lost the democratic exercises in
states like Punjab, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, analysts say.

Signalling Congress party's
battle-readiness, senior party
leaders, including Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul, will address a series of
rallies in several states amidst
speculation that the general elec-
tion could be advanced to some-

time later this year instead of early
nextyear asscheduled.

There 1s, however, realization
among a section of Congressmen
thatone budget maynotbe enough
to help the party's revival in big and
electorally key states like Uttar
Pradesh like Urttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Tamil Nadu where the party is
outof power

The farmers' loan waiver
package in *‘the budget has
already seen a race among ruling
alliance constituents to take the
credit for the populist measure
and analysts see this as a move to
derive political and electoral
mileage out of it.

Congress sources said that
through the waiver of loans of
famrers the party has successfully
countered the opposition's sus-
tained campaign over the past few
weeks seeking to link the agrarian
crisis to the Congress-led govern-
ment's alleged neglect of the farm
sector.

Congress sources also feel that
the budget would help blunt the
Lelt parties’ frequent criticism of
the government's alleged failure to
arrest the inflation and pressure to
junk a controversial civil nuclear
deal with the United States.

US pushes India
on nuclear deal

AFP, New Delhi

The United States Wednesday
urged India to quickly complete
all steps required to conclude a
civilian nuclear technology deal
with Washington before the US
presidential polls in November.

“Time is very tight” to get the
deal through the US Congress
before the United States goes
into election mode, US
Assistant Secretary of State for
South Asia, Richard Boucher,
told reporters in New Delhi.

"I am certainly aware that
things fall apart ... but on the
other hand, my job is to make
things work. What I am
focused on right now is how to
make things succeed. We both
want this to happen,” said
Boucher, who is on a two day
visit here.

“We are kind of playing in
overtime right now,” added the
diplomat, the latest in a line of
US officials who have recently
told India to move ahead with

the deal.
The agreement, which would

give New Delhi crucial access to
civilian atomic technology even
though it has not signed the
Non-Proliferation Treaty,
requires final approval ofthe US
Congress -- where it currently
has bipartisan support.

But before that, India needs
approval from the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) to place India's

civilian nuclear reactors under |
UN safeguards. It also needs |
the approval of the 45-nation |
Nuclear Suppliers Group |

(NSG), which regulates global
civilian nuclear trade.

Stiff opposition from Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh's Communist allies, who
prop up his minority Congress-
led government, has held up the
deal

New Delhi has completed
five rounds of talks with the UN
atomic watchdoginVienna with
the Indian Express newspaper
reporting Wednesday that India

and the IAEA were close to final- |

Ising the text of their pact
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Myanmar junta
not likely to heed

UN envoy

AFP, Bangkok

UN envoy Ibrahim Gambari returns
to Myanmar today to press the junta
to include opposition leader Aung
San Suu Ky1 in its election plans, but
analysts say the military will likely
turnhim adeafear.

Gambari is making his third trip
to the military-ruled country since
police and soldiers used deadly
force to break up anti-government
protests led by Buddhist monks in
September.

At least 31 people died accord-
ing to the United Nations, although
Human Rights Watch has put the
tollatmore than 100.

The junta agreed to allow
Gambari to visit in hopes of sooth-
Ing international outrage over the
crackdown, which crushed the
biggest challenge to military rule in
nearly 20 years.

On his two earlier trips,
Gambari tried to open a dialogue
between the junta and Aung San
Suu Kyi, the Nobel peace laureate
and pro-democracyleaderwhohas
been under house arrest for 12 of
thelast 18 years

Buton this trip, Gambari faces a
changed political landscape.

After months of sitting on the
defensive over their bloody crack-

down, the junta has reclaimed the
Initiative by proposing a constitu-
tional referendum in May and
multi-party electionsin 2010.

With their new constitution in
hand, the military will be less likely
to heed western calls for reform --
especially demands that Aung San
Suu Ky1 and her National League
for Democracy (NLD) be brought
into the process, he said.

Although the final version of the
constitution has not been released,
the regime has already announced
that Aung San Suu Kyi will be
barred from runningin elections.

The military appears unwilling
to reopen the charter for discus-
sion, meaning Gambari will have to
try to secure whatever small con-
cessions he can get to ensure the
votingis free and fair, Win Min said

"He will try to ask them to nego-
tiate to include Aung San Suu Kyi in
the process, to allow the NLD to
debate on the constitution at the
referendum, and also to run in
electionsin 2010," he said.

"It is likely that the regime will
sayno,” headded.

Underalawenacted lastmonth. |
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speaking publicly about the refer-
endum or distributing leaflets is
punishable by up to three years in
Prison

Cox's Bazar

Cut military
ties with Israel:
Indian govt allies

AFP, New Delhi

Allies of India's coalition govern-
ment demanded Wednesday an
end to military ties with major
arms supplier Israel over its block-
ade of the Gaza Strip and military
strikes against the territory.

Several smaller regional parties
joined India’s Communists, who
prop up Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh's minority
government, in calling for a return
to New Delhi's "principled stand of
support” for the Palestinians.

"Unfortunately the government
has been evasive inits response” to
the military strikes as well as the
economic blockade of Gaza, said
Prakash Karat, India’s main
Marxist leader.

In keeping ties with Israel, "In-
dia 1S betraying one of its most
| principled positions,
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PHOTO AFP
The body of one-month-old Palestinian baby girl Amira Abu Akar, lies in her house during her funeral in Gaza City on
Wednesday. The baby and a senior Islamic Jihad militant were killed during an Israeli brief military incursion into
Gaza as US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice pushed peace talks in the region.

Israel attacks
Gaza: 2 killed

BBC ONLINE

Israeli forces have briefly re-
entered the Gaza Strip and clashed
with Palestinian militants, with two
people killed by gunfire, medics
said.

The dead were reported to be a
senior militantand a baby grl.

US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice is winding up a
trip to the region that hoped to
revive peace talks.

Israel stepped up military raids
last week to counter rocket fire
from Gaza. More than 100 Gazans
were killed and Palestinians lead-
erssuspended talks

Speaking in the West Bank on
Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas resisted US
pressure to resume peace talks

given events i1n Gaza, which 1Is
under control of the militant
Hamas movement

"l call on the Israeli govern-
ment to halt its aggression so the
necessary environment can be
created to make negotiations
succeed, for us and for them, to
reach the shores of peace In
2008, MrAbbas said

During Wednesday's raid in
Khan Younis, the baby was killed by
a ricocheting bullet, and a local
[slamic Jihad leader was also killed,
Palestinian health ministry offi-
cials said.

I'here were no reports of
Palestinian rocket fire on southern
Israel, after militants had fired
dozens of the unguided missiles
including regular salvoes at the city
ofAshkelonforthe firstume
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Thailand
Exhibition 2008

Leather Products & Footwear

Tel 06662602645 / 06662602648 Fax 02 8860100
E-mail- roop@dekko.net.bd
Online Registration Information: www.bdjobs.com

ety of Commete Roye' Thal Govermeee

For One-to-One Business Meeting with the Thai Exporters
Please Contact: Mobile 01914700801 /01914700802
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‘Explore the Finest Thai Healthcare, Beauty & Spa’

5-8 March 2008
at Ball Room, Dhaka Sheraton Hotel

Trade; 10.00 am - 3.00 pm
Public: 3.00 pm - 8.00 pm

PRODUCTS PROFILE:

+ Construction Material & Hardware & Machinery + Electric Appliances
+ Food and Beverages + Garments & Textiles & Fashion Accessories
+ Gift & Decorative ltems + Household & Kitchenware Products

+ Autoparts & Accessories + Textile & Garments « Chemical Preducts
+ Health & Beauty +
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SERVICE CLINIC
08-10 March

2008 Bandar Tila

S. Islam Plaza)

Tel: 04433336506

" Faiz Market |
Tekpara
Tel: 0341-51130 |

‘Max Plaza 1st Floor
College Road
Tel: 04433339783

Mission Road
Tel: 04433367098

FREE

Gazipur

SERVICE CLINIC

15-17 March rJinjira Bus Hoadﬁ

2008 (Howli)

_Tel: 7772026

Shahid Srithi High
School Market
| Tel: 01819492932

-

Mymensingh

27, Rambabu Road
Tel: 091-64110

L /
Jamalpur
f )

Station Road
Tel: 01730013570
J

J \

* This Offer is valid only for Sony Products marketed b

Terms and Conditions :

* Free Service Offer will be valid for onl

* Repair Work will be done subject to availability of spare parts.

* Rangs Eiectrqr_tics Ltd. reserves the right to reject receipt of any product brought to Free Service Clinic.
* Same condition will be applied in case of products handled by unauthorised technicians.

y warranty expired sets. No Charges will be required.

FREE

MR ANGS.
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;___Genuine Parts

Service
with

SERVICE CLINIC
22-24 March

2008

(Abdul Latif Market
142 N.S Road
Tel: 01730013572

\ [

309/329 Abdul Hamid Road

\.

W

Tel: 0731-51813
J

Station Road
Tel: 01730013571

|

" Jail Road
Lilly Morre
Tel: 0531-61087.

FREE

Comilla
,,
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Savar
Tel: 01711-695099) (

SERVICE CLINIC
29-31 March

2008

586618 KA, First Kandimar

Jhautala
Tel: 081-66567 |

\
( 3

T. A. Road
Tel: 01199436737

2

'South Alipur
Gorostan Morr
Tel: 0631 -66111,

y Rangs Electronics Ltd. Customers are requested to bring the expired warranty card.

SONY FREE
SERVICE CLINIC 2008

For more informotion, Please contact with Customer Care Division

IRANGS ELECTRONICS LIMITED

11711 Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka, Tel : 9141293, 8118880, 01715170057
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