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Four new faces in Tigers' one-day side

Four newcom-
ers including

SPORTS REPORTER
wicketkeeper
Dhiman Ghosh

ok e have been

called up in the Bangladesh one-
day squad for the three-match
series against South Africa starting
in Chittagongon March 9.
21-year-old Dhiman from
Dinajpur replaces Mushfiqur
Rahim while all-rounder
Mosharraf Hossain Rubel was
predictably drafted in. Batsmen
Nazimuddin and Rokibul Hassan,
who had a prolific National Cricket

playing for the A team and
Academy team regularly and his
wicketkeeping has also improved.
“We think he can be quite
destructive as a batsman in the
one-day form of the game,” said
the former national player.
Mushfiqur had a miserable run
of 7,2, 15 and 4 in four innings
against South Africa in the just-
concluded Test series. But
Mushfiqur was hailed when he
replaced Khaled Mashud during
the World Cup last year but has
since only scored one half-century
in his eight-match career.
Dhiman, who plays, for
Chittagong in the National Cricket

League, made 40 dismissals in the
first-class competition and struck
two fifties in the one-day competi-
tion.

The selection panel were com-
pelled to go for replacement bats-
men after a Jacques Kallis bouncer
felled Aftab Ahmed in the second
Test. They however didn't have to
look further than Nazimuddin, who
made a scintillating Twenty20 debut
last year in Kenya but failed to make
an impression in South Africa dur-
ing theWorld Championships.

The Chittagong batsman came
back from the impediment to top the
National Cricket League batsmen's
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League, were also included.

“We have preferred Dhiman as
wicketkeeper because Mushfiqur
Rahim is badly out of touch," said
chief selector Rafiqul Alam while
announcing the squad in
Chittagongyesterday.

"He (Mushfiqur) is keeping fine
but has not delivered with the bat.
Dhiman is an aggressive batsman
who is in good form. He has been

SQUADS

ODI: Mohammad Ashraful (captain), Mashrafe Bin Mortaza (vice-captain), Tamim Iqbal,
Zunaed Siddiqui, Nazimuddin, Shahriar Nafees, Shakib Al Hasan, Dhiman Ghosh
(wicketkeeper), Abdur Razzak, Shahadat Hossain, Moshamaf Hossain Rubel, Syed

Rasel, Forhad Reza, Rokibul Hassan.

BCB ELEVEN: Shakib Al Hasan (captain), Nazimuddin (vice-captain), Tamim Igbal,
Zunaed Siddiqui, Rokibul Hassan, Naeem Islam, Mahmudullah Riyad, Dhiman Ghosh
(wicketkeeper), Forhad Reza, Mosharraf Hossain Rubel, Syed Rasel, Sajidul Islam,

Rubel Hossain.
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Joe Cole
(Chelsea’s England midfielder)
“Idon’t get too involved with all the
dramas surrounding the club. My

job is to try and perform as well as |
can when selected.”
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South Asian football extravaganza
under a local man after playing the
first four editions under foreign
coaches -- Otto Pfister
(Kathmandu, 1997), Samir Shakir
(Goa, 1999), George Kottan (Dhaka
2003) and Diego Cruciani (2005,
Karachi).

Everyone believes it was recog-
nition for a coach whose match
reading is perhaps the best in the
country and who has done hard
work formany years.

ABU YUSUF

Yusuf, who fell out with
Muktijoddha officials during last
year's inaugural professional
league, took charge of Senior
Division side Victoria this year and
once again proved his guile by
taking the team to the second place
attheend of the firstleg.
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Bashar, Mashud

steer Torun

ﬁl Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Veterans Habibul Bashar and
Khaled Mashud joined in force to
salvage Surjo Torun to a three-
wicket win over City Club in the
Premier Cricket League yesterday.
Iwo other scheduled matches
were washed out following heavy
overnight shower but a 39-overs
match got underway at the Fatullah

league opener, were reeling at 21
for five after nine overs but Bashar
and Mashud swung the match their
way with an 80-run partnership for
the sixth wicket.

One-down Bashar, who was
ignored for Bangladesh's second
and final Test against South Africa
in Chittagong this week and had
lost his place in the Tigers' one-day

side long before, watched rival new
ball duo Arafat Salahuddin and
Shafag Al Jabir run havoc before
finding anallyin skipper Mashud.

Bashar, the only cricketer to
have played 50 Tests for his coun-
try, made 65 not out while Mashud,
also ignored by the selectors for
lack of form with the bat despite the
fact that he is still the best
wicketkeeper, made 40 off 74 balls
to help Torun reach the target with
oneover (o spare.

The two former national cap-

Hossain Milon, who contributed a
quickfire run-a-ball 16, finished
the job with halfa dozen fours.

Pacers Shafaq and Salahuddin
each chipped in with three wickets,

Earlier, City elected to bat but
failed to make most of the advan-
tage after the two openers departed
early.
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But his call-up was not entirely
unexpected. Ever since he
smashed a triple century in the
National Cricket League in 2006-
07, he was earmarked as one for the
future.

He was drafted into the National
Cricket Academy this year where
his work ethic was received with
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Roma coaches to

run workshop
in Dhaka

SPORTS REPORTER

Three coaches of Italian giants AS
Roma will run a football workshop
in Dhaka in May this year,

T'he programme will be organ-
ised by Singapore-based advertis-
ing firm DENTSU anddYKK
Bangladesh under the auspices of
YKKofJapan.

The Roma coaches -- including
former Roma defender Maurizio
Turone who won 227 caps for the
Serie Aside from 1979-87 -- will run
the three-day workshop among
350 kids (boys and girls) between
theage of 10-14 years,

They will also work with 30 local
coaches,

cal director of AC Roma School of

Oceania in 2006.
In this regard, a joint meeting

match with 4-46 from 10 overs to
signal his arrival on the interna-
tional scene, one of many young
Indjans to take their chancesin this
one-day series.

"Mostofthose guysdon’'thavea

delivery only to see it crash into the
top of off-stump, leaving Australia
staggering at32-3.

Andrew Symonds (42) and
Matthew Hayden (55) recovered
brilliantly and got the Australians

India had been at 205-3 at one
stage in their batting and heading
forascore of 300-plus.

But when an injury-hampered
Tendulkar was dismissed for91, the
scoring rate slowed and Australia’s

PHOTO: AFP

THE CHAMPS: Indian team celebrate with the CB Series trophy after their nine-run triumph over Australia in the second final of the one-day triangular tournament in Brisbane yesterday. India
clinched the series by winning the first two games.

Extras: (Ib-5, w-12) 1
Total: (For9wktsin50overs) 25
Fall of wickets: 1-94, 2-121, 3-175,
4-205, 5-209, 6-237,7-240, 8-249,9-
255.
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was held at the BFF Bhaban on |} '

Monday among YKK managing
director Hiroaki Nakamura and
vice-president Hiroshi Ikusaka,
DENTSU business director Alam
Lim and BFF high-ups SA Sultan,
Manzoor Hossain Maluand others.
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TIME OUT: South African captain Graeme Smith relaxes under the glorious sunshine while a bearded Hashim Amla walks through the sandy beach of Cox's

Bazar yesterday. The Proteas enjoyed an unscheduled day off after their victory by an innings and 205 runs against Bangladesh in the forth morning at the
Chittagong Divisional Stadium on Monday.




