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Assamese performers present a traditional dance

KAVITA CHARANJI

The evocatively titled "Festival of Arts
from the Banks of the Brahmaputra’
was recently held in Delhi. On stage
were a repertoire of Bihu songs of
Boro, Missing and other communi-
ties; folk songs of Goalpara, Kamrup
and Sivasagar; Dotara Gaan and
Kushan Gaan of Goalpara; Bihu pepa
recital with Dhol and Taal; Dhol Badan
and modern songs of Assam in Hindi
andAssamese, amongothers.

The second and concluding day
saw singer Madhumita Acharya
Biswas render the songs of legendary
composer and singer Bhupen
Hazarika in Hindi and Bengali. The
curtains went down on Usha-
Parinaya (from Bhagvata Puran), a
dance drama in Sattriyastyle.
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were conceived and choreographed
by Guru Jatin Goswami and pro-
duced by his dance school Sattriya
Dance Academy, in Guwahat.

Explaining his motivation in
choreographing the Sattriya dance
drama, the recent Padma Shri award
winner said, “ Delhi is a cosmopoli-
tan city where all the classical dances
are performed, with the exception of
Sattriva. Thus while we see the other
seven-- Bharatnatyam, Kathakali,
Mohiniyattam, Kuchipudi, Odissi,
Kathak and ManipuriSattriya is not
so well known. My message to
Delhiites is to support the rich cul-
tural heritage of Assam.”

Meanwhile, the Durgapur (West
Bengal)-based Madhumita
explained her fascination for
Bhupen Hazarika's works by describ
ing him as a multi-faceted personal-
ity.,"He has g melodious and awless
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voice. As a composer he is very inno-
vative and creative. [n the garb of a
lyricist he has written about univer-
sal brotherhood and humanisminall
his works.”

Among the Hazarika works which
she rendered in Bengali were Ami ek
jajabar, Hey dola, Manush
manusher janya and Ganga amar
ma.The Hindi numbers were Bite na
bite na, Dil hum hum kare, Jhuti
muti minwa (from the flm Rudali),
O hamara hans gayle (Gajgamini)
and Heyram Heyram (Daman).

“Living legend” Guru Jatin's dance
drama too attracted attention. The
curtains went up with Raja Ban, his
daughter Usha and her best friend
Chitralekha (an amazing painter)
worshipping Lord Shiva. Through
many twists and turns Usha gets the
man of her dreams, Anirudh, the
gmndr-:nnufl,urrd_ Krishnma,
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The little known Satrriya dance
has been a living tradition since its
creation by Srimanta Sankardeva (a
poet and religious leader) in the 15
century in Assam. Sankardeva united
the various sects of Assam through
his teachings and established a
universal social brotherhood of neo-
Vaishnavism through collective
prayer that included music, dance
and drama based on the life of Lord
Krishna. "The monks performed
these dance dramas as an offering to
the Lord,” says Goswami. The octo-
genarian Is the first and only person
to form a mobile cultural group of
the Sattriya dance performance.

Hopefully this superb show will
acquaint the audience with the so
far low profile Assam culture and
build bridges with their talented
countrymen.
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The Rangpur branch of Bengali
International (BI) observed the
International Mother Language Day
recently at the Rangpur Town Hall.

To mark the day the socio-
cultural organisation held a discus-
sion on the 'Role of Bengali lan-
guage in upholding the national
culture'. A cultural programme was
alsoapartofthe event,

The discussion was presided
over by Samiul Bashir. The Princi-
pal of Rangpur Medical College,
Professor Azizul Islam was the
chief guest at the programme
while former Principal of Rangpur
Carmichael College, Professor
Mozammel Hoque was the special
guest. Among others, Professor
Abdur Rouf of RMC; Professor Shah
Alam of Carmichael College; Dr.
Mofijul Islam Mantu and Sayed
Mamunur Rahman also attended
the discussion.

Professor Azizul Islam said,

& Entertdinment

Children sing at the programme

“Language flows continuously
through a process. With the
advancement of time it develops
but we must not overlook the great
writers and poets of the past. As
they are an inseparable part of our

literary heritage, they must be
studied thoroughly.”

Professor Shah Alam said, "We
need to learn English or other
languages as necessity but we have
to uphold the spirit of Bangla for

Discussion and cultural programme
by Bengali international
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which many Language Movement
actvists were martyred in 1952.”

About 50 children of Anushilan
Sangeet Bidyalaya rendered songs
and members of Swar O Shoily
recited poems on the stage.

Poetry festival in Satkhira

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

The fourth pﬂ&lry feauval organ-
ised by Satkhira Kabita Parishad, an
organisation of local poets, was
held recently at the Shahid Abdur
Razzak Park Auditorium with much
enthusiasm,

Poet Sajjad Kadir inaugurated
the festival by placing a wreath at
the grave of Shaheed Abdur
Razzak.

Later on a seminar on
‘Deshpremer Pakkhe Kabita'
(Poerty for patriotism) was held at
the same venue with Principal Asit
Kumar Majumdar in the chair
Dolly Sultana, Masuda Mobarak,
Manmoy Manir and Aminur
Rashid spoke at the seminar

Poet Sauad Kadir speaks at the programme

out, history poetry has motivated

when our nation is concerned [he

Movement activists and the masses
in 1952, Poetry stirs the conscience
of man, they said.

Professor Abdul Hamid pre
sented the main essay on 'Adhunik
Kabita' at the programme while
poet Sajjad Kadir, Professor Kazi
Waliullah, Professor Abdul
Mannan, Professor Gazi Azizur
Rahman, poet Shuvra Ahmed and
others took part in a discussion
The 'Kabita Parishad Award' for
2008 was conferred to Professor
Kazi Waliullah and Sheikh Ashraful
Haque, who is also the Satkhira
Pourasava chairman, for their
contributionto poetry

[he chief guest handed the
crests and cheques to the recipi
ents. Qver one hundred poets
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