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- Traffic chokes road to campus B

lllegal bus, tempo stands at the gate of Jagannath University hamper academic atmosphere

SHAHNAZ PARVEEN
Unauthorised pa:kmg of vehi-
cles in front of the main gate of
Jagannath University is creat-
ing serious disorder around the
campus, hampering academic
atmosphere at the institution.

City service buses of route-7
and 10 use the opposite side of
the gate as parking space, nar-
rowing the street. Human haul-
iers and tempos are parked
rightbeside the gate.

Students of the university
complained that these buses
and tempos are the main rea-
son behind a chronic gridlock
and congestion in the univer-
sity area. Shouting of the bus
helpers and honking create
sound pollution, disrupting
classes, theysaid.

The students said tratfic
policemen on duty play a silent
role in this regard.

The students also com-
plained that the boundary wall
of the campus beside the
tempo stand is used as urinal
by pedestrians and transport
workers, polluting the environ-
ment. They blamed the author-
ities for not taking necessary
measures to stop them.

"A bus terminal in front of
the university gate, urinating
on its wall, shouting by helpers
using slang and honking are
not at all acceptable to us. The
bus stand is seriously hamper-
ing the academic atmosphere,”
said Towhida Hossain, a third-
year student of Social Work
department.

"This is a university, the
highest seat of learning. It
"deserves a little more respect,”
she said.

Another student of account-
ing department said, "Every
day a horrible chaos awaits us
in the street just outside the
campus. The entire area
remains blocked during noon.
It does not look like the
entrance of a university. It looks
like a busybus terminal.”

A section of the students
however prefer the bus stand in
its current location as they can
board a bus any time they want.

"It i1s more convenient. We
don't have to walk a long way
and stand in a long queue for a
ride back home. We just get out
of the university and the bus is
waiting for us,” said a student.

Raishaheb Bazar, Nababpur,

ABOVE: lllegal bus and tempo stands at the gate of Jagannath University. LEFT: Human hauliers parked
atthe site. Traffic chaos and honking are seriously hampering the academic atmosphere.

Banglabdzar, Islampur,
Laxmibazar, Shankharibazar
and Tantibazar areas are also
affected by the traffic conges-
tion, which worsens at noon.
Commuters to and from
Sadarghat are regular victims
of the trafficchaos.

The university is situated on
11.11 acres ofland in the south-
ern part of Dhaka city near the
Sadarghat launch terminal.
The institution has a glorious
history of about 150 years,
which started in 1858 as a
Brahma School. The institution
was made university in
October 2005.

At present the university has
around 27,000 students studying
in 22 departments under four

facultiesrun by294 teachers.

Prof Sirajul Islam Khan, vice
chancellor of the university,
said, "We have been trying to
get rid of the bus stand for a
long time. The parking is
responsible for dreadful traffic
Jam around our main gate and
the entirearea.”

“We sent a letter to the traffic
department a few months back
and then the bus operators
moved away for a while, But they
came backrecently," headded.

"We have set up two speed-
breakers on two sides of the
entrance to avoid any acci-
dents. We have also employed
security staff to control the
situation at the main gate," he
said. “But we cannot control

what is going on outside the
campus.”

Md Jashimuddin, joint com-
missioner, Traffic, Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, admitted
the fact. "Bus services do not
have authorisation to park the
vehicles on the street. They are
just supposed go round the
area and pick up passengers
from the designated stop-
page,” hesaid.

"Instead, they are using the
street as parking. The area is
extremely congested with
narrow roads and regular grid-
lock. This worsens the situa-
tion,” he said. "A notice will be
served to the responsible bus
services very soon to ease the
situation.”

(GULSHAN CENTRAL PARK

Playing games in guise of cust

TAWFIQUE ALI

Gulshan Youth Club has been
illegally occupying Gulshan
Central Park since 1975 turn-
ing the public playground
Into a money-spinner in the
name of maintenance.

Although the club does not
have authorisation from the
authorities concerned to
maintain the park, also
known as Wonderland park, it
has erected illegal concrete
structures there.

Moreover, the club is
charging the park users a high
amount of money.

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) plays silent role in this
regard though it is the official
custodian of the open spaces
and playgrounds in the city.

“The club has no right to
charge me money to use the
field, nor any authority to
exercise control over the
public space,” said a resident
of Gulshan road-7.

He said: “We cannot use
the park through we pay taxes
for such civic amenities.”

“One has to pay Tk 15,000
for a day to hold a cricket
match at the field,” said
club's accountant Ahmed
Kamal when this correspon-
dent, in the guise of an organ-

iser of a local cricket team,
sought the club’s permission
to hold a one-day cricket
match.

Kamal asked this corre-
spondent to apply to the club
general secretary for permis-
sion.

He said the club charges Tk
1,000 if any sporting team

L

Unauthorised structures on the playground of Gulshan Central Park.

intends to use the field for a
two-hour net practice and the
ground is booked up to the
first week of March.

“We charge the mongy as
donation,” Kamal said.

The Gulshan Youth Club
has erected a one-storey
building on the playground to
set up the club office and two

hall rooms named Family
Hall and a Presidency Hall.

There is another one-story
building in the southeast
corner of the ground. Both
the buildings have been con-
structed without approval
from the Rajuk.

The tennis court, basket-
ball court and badminton

STAR PHOTO

court at the playground are
meant for exclusive use by
those who belong to the club.

Prof Serajul Islam
Choudhury, noted education-
ist and head of a high-level
advisory committee on the
city's park development and
beautification, said that the
local people have to take
moves to protect parks and
playgrounds in community
interest.

SM Shahjahan, former
adviser to the youth and
sports ministry and vice-
president of Bangladesh
Paribesh Bachao Andolon
(Bapa), said public parks and
playgrounds must be used
properly in public interest.
“Commercial use of them 1s
unacceptable.”

Commercial and exclusive
use obviously implies abuse
of public playgrounds, he said
adding that “The government
should take stern action
against the authorities con-
cerned for such improper use
of public space.”

President of Gulshan
Youth Club Dr
Wahiduzzaman Tamal said
that the club has been carry-
ing out its activities at the
playground since 1975.

“We take money from the

dian

users of the field as pitch
preparation charge,” he said.

Wahiduzzaman however
admitted that the club has
constructed the buildings at
the ground without approval
from the Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha.

On whether the club is
authorised to occupy the
field and make money out of
it, he said that the club is
included in a DCC-
instituted maintenance
committee.

According to the DCC
Estate Department officials,
DCC has not authorised any
clubs or organisations to use
any public playgrounds
exclusively in the name of
maintenance.

DCC Mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka said that he
has no idea that unauthorised
clubs rent out public play-
grounds and make money out
of them.

The DCC leased out a big
chunk of the park in 1990 to
develop a commercial
amusement park fashioned
Wonderland, sparking resent-
ment among the locals.

A DCC-formed committee
in its report in 2005 said that
the deal with Wonderland was
made without lawful authority.

SYED ZAKIR HOSSAIN
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Saint Abdur Rahim Rizvi, came to Dhaka in 1730 from Kashmir viaMthaMi.fﬁ '
belonged to the sect of Nakhsbandi. He set his ashram in a wasteland and later the area
became a dense habitat of Muslims. As people honoured him by calling 'MtaSahib "ﬂu =
area bacam known as “Mia Sahtbchatdan"




