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Way cleared for calling
Pak assembly session

Official election results notified

THE DAWN, Islamabad

The Pakistan Election Commission
on Saturday officially notified the
results of the Feb 18 polls for all but
41 seats of national and provincial
assemblies which were withheld
on technical reasons, thus paving
way for summoning the sessions of
the newly-elected assemblies by as
early as next week.

The oflicial notification of
results is a pre-requisite for deter-
mining election on 70 seats
reserved for women and minori-
tes, after which the president and
governors can convene inaugural
sessions of the national and pro-
vincial assemblies.

The official results of 258 of 272
National Assembly seats have been
notified. Polling in four NA seats
had been postponed, while results
of 10 constituencies have been
withheld as the 'defeated’ candi-
dates have taken stay orders from
courts onaccountofalleged irregu-
larities.

Similarly, results of 27 seats of
the four provincial assemblies have
also been withheld on the same
grounds

Election Commission secretary
Kanwar Mohammad Dilshad said
at a press conference there were 13

constituencies where the elections
had been postponed because of the
death of a candidate and of law and
order problem. He said that in
Balochistan a candidate had died
after being elected, while
Nawabzada Zulfigar Magsi had
taken the oath of the office of gov
ernor after being elected as an MPA
and bye-elections for these two
provincial assembly seats would be
held.

The total number of national
and provincial assembly constitu-
encies for which the official results
have been announced is 808.

The results of 291 of 297 seats in
the Punjab Assembly, 89 of 99 seats
in the NWEFP Assembly, 122 of 130
seats in the Sindh Assembly and 48
of 51 seats in the Balochistan
Assembly have been notified.

Kanwar Dilshad said that all
candidates had submitted the
returns of their election expendi-
ture by the due date (Feb 28).

He said that those who had
contested the elections as inde-
pendents and had been declared
successful were required to join a
political party within three days of
this notification.

The independent candidates
will have to submit an application
to the head of the party theywish to

join, and the party heads will be
bound to formally inform the
joining of independent members
of the national and provincial
assemblies to the Election
Commission through aletter.

He said election tribunals had
been established in the four prov-
inces and those having poll-related
grievances could file complaints
with them within 45 days. He said
the tribunals would decide the
cases within fourmonths.

The EC secretary said that after
the completion of the first phase,
the share of political parties in the
seats reserved for women and
minorities would be determined in
accordance with the total number
of theirmembers.

He said the seats reserved for
women and minorities would be
filled through the Proportional
Representation System of Political
Parties and in accordance with the
pnority lists of candidates submitted
to the commission by the parties.

He said the members to fill seats
reserved for women, which are
allocated to a province, shall be
elected through Proportional
Representation System of Political
Parties' lists of candidates on the
basis of total number of general
seats won by each political party.
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ActionAid Bangladesh Country Director Farah Kabir speaks at a discussion on sex workers' rights at Dhaka Reporters'
Unity in the city yesterday. On her right are Mahila Parishad General Secretary Ayesha Khanam, former adviser to care-
taker government Sultana Kamal and Momtaj Begum. Sex Workers Network of Bangladesh organised the event.

CTG ARMS CASE

CMP to seek court instruction
on appointment of 10

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) would seek court instruc-
tion regarding appointment of an
investigation officer (10) for further
investigation into the sensational
Chittagong arms case.

Court instruction is required to
know how much credibility shall the
further investigation have since an
investigation had already been
carried out by Criminal
Investigation Department (CID),
said sources in CID.

A Chirtagong court on February
12 ordered further investigation
into the cases filed in connection
with the seizure of 10 trucks full of
deadly weapons and huge ammuni-
tions at Chittagong Urea Fertiliser
Ltd jetty on April 2, 2004 to find out
the real culprits.

The Court of Chittagong
Metropolitan Sessions Judge ANM
Bashir Ullah in the order asked CMP
commissioner to appoint an efh-
cient and honest investigation
officer (10) to conduct furtherinves-
tigation into the case and submit the
report by April 15, the scheduled
date for next hearing of the case.

The order reached the CMP
commissioner on February 20, said
the sources.

CMP Commissioner M Akbar Ali
yesterday directed Assistant
Commissioner (Prosecution) Md
Farid to make arrangement to seek
instructions from the court.

“We actually would like to know
if CMP could conduct further inves-
tigation or how much it would be
acceptable after CID's investiga-

Training course
on PR begins
March 15

Bangladesh Institute of Journalism
and Electronic Media (BIJEM) will
organise a two-week long training
course titled 'Public relations and
modern techniques of public
relations’ beginning from March
15, says a press release.

The main objective of the course
is to develop skills of public rela-
tions professionals through theo-
retical and practical education.

Public relations experts, leading
journalists both from print and
electronic media, university teach-
ers, advertisement and ICT experts
will conduct the course.

The course is open for public
relations professionals and for
those keen to build career in public
relations. The last date for submit-
ting application is March 13.

ton,” said the CMP commissioner
while talking to The Daily Star yes-
terday.

CID is specialised and desig-
nated for conducting such investi-
gation while CMP officials could
hardly be dedicated for such work
because oflackin training, he said.

In this regard Public Prosecutor
(PP) Ahsanul Haque Hena said there
was no legal barrier to further inves-
tigation by police after CID.

“However, 1 would appeal for
considering the matter when it goes
to the court forinstruction,” he said.

A CID Assistant Super of Police
(ASP) investigated into the case and
the investigation was not satisfac-
tory, he said adding, if CID 1is
entrusted with further investigation
then someone at the same rank as
an SP should be appointed as the 10,
observed the PP.

Two cases were filed with
Karnaphuli Police Station following
the recovery of the arms and ammu-
nition while being offloaded from
two engine boatson the Karnaphuli.

One of the cases was lodged
undersection 19(ka) of the Arms Act
while the other under 25/B of the
Special Powers Act for smuggling
the arms.

The CID started investigating
into the cases on April 26 after
Officer-in-charge of Karnaphuli
Police Station and IO Ahadur
Rahman was dropped for his con-
troversial investigation.

Kabir Uddin Ahmed, assistant
superintendent of police for CID
Chittagong region, submitted the
charge sheet on June 11, 2004,
accusing39 peopleinthe arms case.

The Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court framed the charges on
October 24.

Court ordered further investiga-
tion into the arms case responding
to an appeal that Assistant Public
Prosecutor (APP) Humayun Kabir
Russell made on November 19 last
year.

Responding to the same appeal
the same court of Chittagong
Metropolitan Session Judge ANM
Bashir Ullah on February 14 also
ordered for further investigation
into the case to find out the "country
oforigin" of the firearms and ammu-
niton.

It ordered to submit report by
April 15, the date scheduled for
next hearing of the smuggling case
as well as that of the arms case.
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WEATHER

Dry weather likely
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Having chances of light rain

Light fog may occur over the
ture over the country.
Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital at
LOMOTTrow.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over
the country in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

places over Khulna, Barisal, Dhaka, Sylhet and Rajshahi divisions
and the regions of Comilla and Noakhali.

early morning, Met Office said predicting slight fall in day tempera-

Highest temperature 30.6 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
day at Mongla and Bogra and lowest 14.3 degrees Celsius at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
in celsius percentage
Max Min Morming Evening
Dhaka 30.1 18.7 78 61
Chittagong 27.5 17.6 77 80
Rajshahi 30.4 16.0 76 58
Khulna 30.3 22.0 88 70
Barisal 30.0 20.0 100 67
Sylhet 30.5 17.2 61 54
Cox's Bazar 29.0 17.5 73 82

or thundershowers at one or two

river basins of the country during

6:02pm today and rises at 6:18am
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Wasim Sajjad
meets
Fakhruddin

UNB, Dhaka

Pakistan Senate Chairman Wasim
Sajjad appreciated the caretaker
government's efforts, particularly
preparation of voter list with pho-
tograph, towards holding a free, fair
and neutral election in Bangladesh.

He made the appreciation when
he pald a courtesy call on Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed at his
office yesterday and discussed mat-
tersofbilateral and mutual interest.

The chief adviser recalled and
thanked Pakistan government and
its people for “instantly extending
cooperation and assistance for the
November 15 cyclone Sidr-affected
peopleinthe coastal belt."

The recent general election in
Pakistan also came up during the
discussion.

Both the sides hoped that the
existing friendly relations between
the two countries would expand in
the days ahead.

Chief Adviser's Press Secretary
Syed Fahim Munaim was also
present.

One dies in
C'nawabganj
train accident

OUR CORRESPONDENT, C'nawabganj

Anunidentified person was killed in
a train accident at Mahadanga near
Chapainawabgan) Rail Station in
the districtyesterdaymoming.

The victim aged around 55 died
on the spot as a Rajshahi-bound
train knocked him down at around
11:30am while he was crossing the
rail track, said Station Master of

Chapainawabganj Rail Station
Khairul Islam.

2000 sarees for
Sidr victims

Bangladesh Association of
Construction Industry (BACI)
donated 2000 sarees to the Chief
Adviser's Relief Fund for the Sidr
vicums recently, saysa press release.

Engr Syed Mosharraf Hossain,
president of BACI, handed over the
donations on behalf of the associa-
tion.

BACI also donated Tk 5 lakh for
the flood victims previously.

BU spring semester
orientation held

The orientation programme of the
spring semester of Bangladesh
University (BU) was held at the
university premises yesterday, says
a pressrelease.

Vice Chancellor of the univer-
sity Prof Quazi Azher Ali was pres-
ent at the programme as chief
guest. Addressing the freshers he
urged the students to give attention
only on study to face the challenges
of the presentworld.

Kazi Rakib Uddin Ahmad, trea-
surer of the university, presided
over the programme, while Dr Jakir
Hossain, Prof Mustafa
Kamaluddin, Azizul Huque, Mashi-
Ur-Rahman spoke.

An attractive cultural
programme was also arranged with
the participation of students and
teachers of the university.

About four hundred students
got admission in the spring semes-
ter under various faculties in the
university this year.

BodyofBAF
officer arrives
from Congo

The body of Flight Lieutenant AKM
Nazmul Huda, who died of malaria
on February 26 while he was on UN
Mission in Congo, arrived in the city
yesterday, says an ISPR press release.
His namaz-e-janaza will be held
at C-130 Tarmac, BAF Base Bashar,
Tejgaon inthe cityat 10:00am today.

Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani of
Rosy Begum,
founding presi-
dent of
Sanjukta
Mahila
Parishad, and
|Jeditor and

— publisher of
recently defunct fortnightly
Bartoman Somoy, will be held after
Asr prayers today at her residence
(15, Northbrook Hall Road, Bangla
Bazar) in the city, says a press
release.

Rosy died of brain haemorrhage
on Fridayattheage of 52.

Relatives, friends and admirers
are requested to attend the
qulkhwani and pray for salvation of
the departed soul.

PHOT
Pakistan Senate Chairman Wasim Sajjad calls on Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed at the latter's office Inol;z

city yesterday.

French national
doped, mugged
at Kamalapur
Rly Station

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A gang of muggers doped a female
French national at Kamalapur
Railway Station last night and took
away 700 euros, a passport and
three air tickets from her.

Thevictimidentified as Hunout,
50, was rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital in an unconscious
state.

Government Railway Police
citing the first information report
lodged by Hunout's friend Montero
said they went to VIP waiting room
on the first floor of the railway
station ataround 8:00pm.

Montero in the FIR said he went
to toilet and on return found his
friend lying on the floor in an
unconscious state. He also men-
tioned that Honout fell uncon-
scious after having juice supplied
bysomeone.

'Reform edn
policy’

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

Education policy should be'

reformed to create knowledge-
based generation, said the experts at
aconferenceinthecityyesterday.

They said the present policy was
designed, shaped and reshaped
accordingto neo-liberal policies.

The two-day first National
Education Conference titled "Whither
Policy Reforms in Education in
Bangladesh: Lessons and Challenges'
was organised by Unnayan Onneshan
atCirdap auditorium.

On the first day of the confer-
ence, renowned academic Prof
Muzaffer Ahmad said time has
come to reform the existing educa-
tion policy.

The conference was also
addressed by Farida Akhter of
Ubinig, Sajjad Zahir of Economic
Research Group, New Age Editor
Nurul Kabir, Piash Karim of Brac
University and Pavel Partha of Barcik.
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Seminar

British Council organises a seminar on
'Infectious diseases: a vision for future
detection, identification and monitonng'.
Venue: Bntish Council, Time: 10:00am.

Convocation

The convocation of the East West
University will be held. Venue:
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre, Time: 10:30am.

Workshop

Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB)
organises a four-day workshop for
trainers on gender and media. Venue:
PIB seminar room. Time: 10:00am.

3 murdered in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three people were murdered in
separate incidents at Jatrabari,
Sutrapur and Khilgaon in the city in
the last two days.

Jatrabari police said Abdul Awal,
a rickshaw-van puller of Dayaganj,
was returning to Dayaganj with
goods of Chandana Sound System
from Gulshan when five muggers
intercepted him at Dhalpur at
around 1:30am.

The muggers stabbed him as he
refused to give his cellphone, He
was rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) where
the doctors declared him dead.

In another incident, mob
lynched an unidentified mugger,
aged 30, while he along with his
accomplice Liton, 30, was trying to
rob a pedestrian of his belongings
at Tipu Sultan Road in Sutrapur at
around 6:00am yesterday, Sutrapur
police said.

As the pedestrian cried out for

help locals rushed to the spot and
beat them up. Sutrapur police
seized two sharp knives and a
motorbike from their possession.

Liton received severe injuries
and was rushed to DMCH.

Meanwhile, mob beaten a
hoodlum to death at Goran in
Khilgaon area when he along with
his accomplices went to evict
tenants on behalf of the house
owner at8:00pm on Saturday.

Khilgaon police said as the
tenant started screaming, locals
rushed to the spot and beat them
up. Later, they handed over five
men to police,

Family members of
Nuruzzaman, the owner of the
house, said they tried to evict the
family because it had not paid the
rent forsixmonths.

However, quoting locals police
said Nuruzzaman with some 10
miscreants tried to evict the ten-
ants without informing police.

Build cross dams, dikes

to reclaim new lands
Says Dutch official

BSS, Dhaka

The Dutch government representa-
tives yesterday suggested building
cross damsand dikes atspecificareas
to fetch part of huge sediments
flowing into the bay for reclaiming
newlandsalong coastal areas.
“Like the Netherlands,
Bangladesh can also catch parts of
its 2 billion metric tons of sedi-
ments coming from the upstream
for reclaiming new lands to face
future challenges,” Director
General for PublicWorks and Water
Management of the Netherlands
Bert Keijts told journalists here.
The huge sediments, he said,
should be turned into resources
instead oflooking those as wastes. He
also suggested for building short but
strong dikes at specific places at low
costs to manage rivers and sediments.
Bert, who is now leading a
Rijkswaterstaat delegation to
Bangladesh, signed an agreement
with Bangladesh Water

Development Board (BWDB) to
continue Dutch supports for two
more years under a Twinning
Arrangement signed originally for
eightyears in 2000.

The agreement is focused on
sharing knowledge for the mutual
benefit of Bangladesh and the
Netherlands, two deltas of Asia and
Europe. The delegation will also
visit the morbid Gorai and the 4.75
km long Jamuna bridge, longest
infrastructure in the country.

The twining arrangement that
extends an ongoing cooperation
scheme between the two sides
would arrange 250,000 euro annu-
ally for transfer of know-how and
for joint research in both countries
till 2009, a claim immediately
turned down by a BWDB official
The arrangement would have no
financial involvement, he said.

Dutch Ambassador Bea M Ten
Tusscher and BWDB Director
General Hossain Shaheed
Mozaddad Faroque were present.

PHOTO: STAR
Communist Party of Bangladesh and Workers' Party of Bangladesh hold a
view exchange meeting at the CPB office in the city yesterday.

CA for ending disparity

FROM PAGE 16
use of electronic media for educa-

tional purpose, the chief adviser
said although computer and
internet proliferation is still not
widespread in the country, the
nation must make good use of the
electronic media for educational
purpose, adding that state-run
Bangladesh Television (BTV) has
the necessary infrastructure for
setting up a 24-hour educational
channel.

"An independent authority can
ensure that the channel is used
optimally and effectively for high
priority purposes, such as teachers'
training and support, literacy and
continuing education, supple-
menting formal primary and sec-
ondary classroom instruction,
Open University courses, English
language instruction, and techni-
cal and vocational education,”
Fakhruddin said.

He asked the information and
education ministries to move

expeditiously to set up such a
facility.

Fakhruddin said children, who
are disadvantaged by extreme
poverty or special needs, often do
not get education they deserve for
which unacceptable inequities
persist alongside widening of
quality gaps.

He mentioned that national
commitment to offering free and
compulsory education to all boys
and girls as stated in Article 17 of
the constitution as well as the goals
set by Millennium Development
Goals and Education for All
programme would remain unreal-
ised at the present rate of progress.

Primary and Mass Education
Adviser Rasheda K Chowdhury and
Unesco Country Representative
Malama Meleisea also spoke at the
inaugural session, chaired by
Education Secretary M Momtajul
Islam, also secretary general of
Bangladesh National Commission
for Unesco.

Dr Manzoor Ahmed, director of
Institute of Educational
Development at Brac University
and Anir Chowdhury, policy
adviser of Access to Information
Programme at the Chief Adviser's
Office, presented two keynote
papers on the theme of the confer-
ence.

Dr Manzoor Ahmed said educa-
tion system in the country consists
of 150,000 institutions, 34 million
students and over 900,000 teachers.

"Primary and secondary level
institutions naturally form the bulk
of the system, with about 20 million
students in primary education
including madrasas and non-
formal programmes and about 11
million students at the secondary
level including madrasas,” he
pointed out.

Anir Chowdhury said enrol-
ment figures and gender parity are
admirable. "Girls' enrolment is 10
percent higher that that of boys in
secondary education,” he said.

@he Daily Star

UNDP happy
OVer progress
in voter
registration

UNB, Dhaka

United Nations Resident
Coordinator Renata Dessallien
yesterday praised the Election
Commission (EC) and the armed
forces for registering 40 million
voters, saying this a 'fantastic Job'.

Talking to reporters after a meet-
ing with the foreign adviser, she
hoped that the election commission
would certainly be on target in
completing the registration by end
June or early July if 10 million voters
are registered each month.

Dessallien sald she informed
Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury of UNDP programmes
in Bangladesh and last week's joint
review meeting on UN programmes
in 2007 by nine international part-
ners, and also congratulated the
government for reaching the half-
way mark in voters registration.

She said UN is a staunch sup-
porter of Bangladesh and spent
nearly USS$ 200 million last year for
various development projects
including the humanitarian assis-
tance for the victims of cyclone Sidr.

The foreign adviser said
Bangladesh is turning around from
the effect of the Sidr and is poised
to receive foreign investment and
pursueits development works.

He hoped that Bangladesh
would continue to receive UN
support for her ongoing develop-
ment efforts.

DU MHE
admission
test postponed

The admission test of the Masters
of Health Economics (MHE)
programme for the session 2005-
2006 of the Institute of Health
Economics, University of Dhaka
has been postponed due to
unavoidable circumstances, says
a press release.

The exam will now be held at
2:30pm on April 4 instead of March
7 at Arts Building (4th Floor,
Examination Hall) of Dhaka
University.

Obltuary

el Dr Shahid
Haque, son of
1 late Maj MR
9 Haque and
4 Shehida Haque,
passed away at
oM onroe
jCommunity

: Hospital,
Rochester, New York, USA early
yesterday at the age of 64, says a
pressrelease.

He left behind his wife, mother,
two brothers, a sister and a host of
admirers to mourn his death.

A doa mahfil will be held at his
younger brother's residence
(Apartment-501, House-10, Road-
118, Gulshan) after Asr prayers in
the city on Friday next.

Relatives, friends and admirers
are requested to attend the doa
mahfil and pray for salvation of the
departed soul.

Kamrunnesa

Kamrunnesa, wife oflate Khondkar
Rezaul Haque (Raju) and mother of
Waliul Haque Khondkar, former
director of Biman Bangladesh
Airlines, passed away in her resi-
dence in the city on Saturday at the
age of 85, says a pressrelease.

She was bunied at the Shaheed
Buddhijibi Graveyard in Mirpur
after namaz-e-janaza at Tagwa
Masjid, Dhanmondi.

Her qulkhwani will be held
today after Asr prayers at Tagwa
Masjid.

Relatives, friends and admirers
are requested attend the
qulkhwani and pray for salvation of
the departed soul.

Death anniversary

| Todayis the first
| death anniver-
| sary of Mir
|Mobarak
| Hossain, for-
| mer official of
Bangladesh
d Telegraph and
Telephone
Board and a footballer of Dhaka
Mohammedan Sporting Club in
1950's, saysapressrelease.

On this occasion, a doa mahfil
and destitute feeding programme
will be held.

Relatives and admirers are
requested to pray for his departed
soul.

AHM Abdul Baqui

Today is the 8th
death anniver-
sary of AHM
¥ | Abdul Baqui, a
g% | former govern-
| ment official
| and general
secretary of
East Pakistan
Unani and Ayurvedic Medicine
Manufacturers Association, says a
press release.

Relatives, friends and admirers
are requested to pray for salvation

of the departed soul.
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