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Nearly two dozen paintings depict-
ing, among other subjects,
Bangladeshi festivals and seasons
are displayed at Afrozaa Jamil's
fourth solo exhibition at the Nordic
Club in Gulshan.

Dhaka-born Afrozaa spent her
early years following her army
colonel father around what was
then West Pakistan, returning to
her birthplace a couple of years
after independence. The second of
four sisters, Afrozaa has culture in
her blood; her father was a good
Tagore singer, her mother “cultur-
ally enlightened”. Unfortunately,
her father's dream that Afrozaa
pursue the study of art in Paris did
not materialise, and while she
concurrently learned music with
Ustad Yasin Khan, she declined a
place at Baroda for personal rea-
sons. Instead, she joined
Charukala for an all- encompass-
Ing two year pre-degree course,
and went on to complete her Bat-
chelor's there, taught by many of
today'srenowned names.

Majoring in Oriental Art, Afrozaa
set off on her European sojourn,
having her fill of museums, and
returned to join Aarong as a
designer under chief
Chandrashekhar. Marriage took
her further afield to Los Angeles in
the late eighties, a move she con-
siders the turmning point in her
artistic style's development. “Cali-
fornia changed the way I think, my
view towards mankind”. There, she
honed her print-making and paint-
ing skills and believes the result to
be a “confluence of eastern and
western techniques; a wonderful
friendship”. Preferring to portray
women In the impressionist style,
Afrozaa uses a fusion of acrylics
and oils to achieve a semi-abstract
effect.

She fondly recalled her first solo
at the Sonargaon Hotel while still a
Charukala student. “It was not

appreciated by my teachers, who
thought I had jumped the gun, but
well received by relatives, friends
and the public.” xReturning to
Dhaka in 2005 with the intention of
staying a while, Afrozaa was appre-
hensive about her foray into the
local art scene, her contemporaries
having moved on, become senior
artists. Designer friend Mahin
Khan persuaded Afrozaa other-
wise; 2007 was a prolific year, work-

Art works by Afrozaa Jamil
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ing towards the exhibition.
Channelling her talent towards a
good cause, together with chil-
dren's author Nazia Jabeen,
Afrozaa is actively involved in Save
the Children UK's (SCUK),
Prodipan programme, teaching art
to child labourers. “It's wonder-
fully satisfying to see the children’s
smiles.” Afrozaa also finds contrib-
uting time to another SCUK project
at a boys' juvenile development
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The regular musical soiree organised by Srijon every month was
held at the Poet Sufia Kamal Auditorium, National Museum on
February 29. It was the 67" musical event that took place on the
initiative of Srijon. The organisation aspires to enlighten the new
generation about the country's heritage and at the same time
create afusion of the veteran singers and the upcoming artistes.
The event introduced a new association titled Srijon-Shoili
with the vision to present group renditions. The highlights of this
month's programme were songs on the occasion of International
Mother Language Day. Sumon Mazumder who is a teacher at
Chhayanaut provided training to the group, which included
Fariha Rob Nirma, Selim Reza, Indrajeet,
Munni, Tumpa, Rani, Zahid, Golap and Naureen.

The journey of Srijon continues

Banasree, Reepa,

centre in Tongi “very fulfilling. Tam
more than happy to transpose my
knowledge to these children.”

Last November, Cyclone Sidr's
deadly aftermath was keenly felt in
Bangladesh, Bagerhat district's
Shoronkhola Upazila being no
exception. Furthering her involve-
ment with SCUK, Afrozaa visited
nine children's safe havens
(Amader Jayga) set up by the inter-
national NGO. She found them to
be well-managed and run, with
local NGOs pulling out all the stops.
As part of an exercise to distract the
children, she took along huge 6 x 3
feet canvasses and acrylic paint,
allowing them free reign. “I simply
guided the children, let them
experiment. [ was welcomed so
warmly. There was no sign of Sidr
on their faces." Narurally, Sidr's
effect on Afrozaa is reflected in a
couple of paintings in this current
selection.

In addition to her welfare com-
mitments, and shuttling between
the USA and Bangladesh, Afrozaa
intends having further exhibitions
here. She is thrilled that her ongo-
ing effort at the Nordic Club will
boost her plans to make the neces-
sary inroads.

The wnteris a freelance contnbutor

Fahim Hossain Chowdhury, Tasmi Binte Tarique, Shikha Rouf,
Kalpana Anam, Kanaz Bhattacharjee Rono, Monjusha, Chandra
Roy and Shaymol Pal were among the artistes who performed at
the function. They presented songs of yesteryears and patriotic
songs. The primary aim of such a venture is to maintain a correla-
tion between the audience and the rich genre of Bangla music.

The programme was hosted by Sharif Talukder and Mubina
Rahman. Poet, cultural personality and the advisor of ATN
Bangla Mr. Saiful Bari inaugurated the event.

Artistes perform at the musical event by Srijon
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A scene from the senal

New serial on Ekushey TV

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Ekushey TV will air a new television serial Durer
Manush from tonight. The serial has been writ-
ten and directed by Arun Choudhury and the
cast includes Mahfuz Ahmed, Tisha, Armaan
ParvezMurad, Chhonda, Hilloland Shanu.
Mahfuz, Tisha and their daughter lead a

happylife in Pataya, Thailand. Tisha has been liv-

ing in Thailand with her parents for quite a few
years and has no idea of the dark past Mahfuz
has fled from. The marriage starts to fall apart
when Murad comes looking for him in Thailand
and informs Tisha that Mahfuz's brother is a
criminal in Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, Murad is in Thailand with
another motive- to murder Chhonda. However,
eventually, he falls in love with her. Chhonda
has come to Thailand on a study tour along with
her lover Hillol. Here he comes across his former
love Shanu. The relationship is revived between
the estranged couple and at the same time
Chhonda starts to bond with Murad.
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