DHAKA SUNDAY MARCH 2, 2008

AFP, Tehran

[ran yesterday branded as illegal a
new Security Council resolution
likely to be adopted imposing a
third set of United Nations sanc-
tions against Tehran because of its
nuclear dehiance.

"Reviewing Iran's case in the
UN Security Council is illegal. It is
like beating the air,” government
spokesman Gholam Hossein
Elham was quoted as saying by the
othicial IRNA news agency.

On Friday the Securnty Council
put the finishing touches to a draft
resolution imposing turther sanc-
tions over Tehran's refusal to heed
UN demands to halt uranium
enrichment

I'he world body is expected to
vote on the resolution on Monday.

[he West fears that the
knowhow gained from uranium

enrichment and reprocessing
activities could give Iran the capa-
bility to make nuclear weapons, a
charge vehemently denied by
Tehran,

[ran Insists itS nuclear case IS
closed, referring to last month's
report by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) which said it
had made "quite good progress” in
its four-year probe into Iran's
nuclear programme.

But the IAEA said it could still
not contirm if the Iranian atomic
drive was peaceful, prompting
the United States and its
European allies to push for new
sanctons.

As a signatory to the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, Iran says
It has a right to enrich uranium to
make nuclear fuel to meet the
growing energy needs ol its popu-
lation

Ihe country's first Russian-
built atomic power plant is yet to go
on line.

"Enmity exits but our nation is
not afraid of this and will not trade
its independence at any price,"
Elham said, reaffirming Iran's
defiance.

He also hit out at Iran's archfoe
Israel, calling for UN action against
a "regime, which is contaminated
by atomic weapons and warheads
and admitstoittoo.”

[srael, which has the Middle
East's only If undeclared
nuclear arsenal, has pushed for
stepped-up international pressure
on Iran, whose president
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has called
forits annihilation.

"The Security Council had
better take up the crucial issue of
the Zionist regime which s the only
threat to world peace and security,”
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Fresh UN sanctions would
be illegal: Iran

Vote on new resolution tomorrow

Elham said.

The UN vote was delayed until
Monday so sponsors "can get as
broad support as possible,” diplo-
mats said as Britain, France and
Germany engaged in last-minute
talks to try to win over four non-

permanent members of the
Security Council.
Vietnam, South Africa,

Indonesia and Libya see fresh
sanctions as counter-productive
and worry they might prompt Iran
to stop cooperating with the IAEA.

They note that the IAEA report
spoke of progressinlran's efforts to
come clean on past nuclear activi-
ries.

Adoption of the text is a fore-
gone conclusion as it has already
been agreed by the five veto-
wielding members of the council --
Britain, China, France, Russia and
the United States.

BENAZIR KILLING
Top Taliban
commander
charged

AFP, Islamabad

A top Pakistani Taliban com-
mander has been formally charged
with plotting the murder of former
premier Benazir Bhutto and
declared an absconder yesterday,
police said.

Baitullah Mehsud, an sl-Qaeda-
linked militant commander based
in the tribal area of South
Waziristan, is accused by the
Pakistan government and the
United States CIA of mastermind-
Ing the assassination,

"We have submitted prelimi-
nary charges against Baitullah
Mehsud in connection with
Benazir Bhutto's murder in an anti-
terrorism court Rawalpindi,” a
senior police official told AFP.

“IT'he court has declared
Mehsud and four other suspects
absconders in the case and issued
non-bailable warrants for their
arrest,” the official said but
declined to give further details.
Five other people have already
been arrested in connection with
the gun and suicide attack in
Rawalpindi on December 27.

. ) : : FHOTO AFP
Pakistani policemen escort the vehicle of Shahbaz Sharif, brother of former premier Nawaz Sharif after his appear-

ance in an anti-terrorist court in Lahore yesterday. A Pakistani anti-terrorism court has acquitted Sharif's brother of
murder, clearing the way for him to contest a by-election.

PHOTO AFP
Pakistani residents gather at a suicide attack site in the town of Mingora in the Swat Valley yesterday. At least 44
people were killed and 50 wounded by a suicide bomber at a funeral in northwest Pakistan on Friday for a police
official killed earlierin the day.

Frightened Pakistani
mourners bury suicide
blast victims

AFP, Peshawar

Mourners in northwestern
Pakistan buried relatives yester-
day after a suicide bomber
Killed at least 44 people and
injured up to 90, residents and
officials said.

In fresh violence, a suicide
bomber rammed his car into a
security vehicle in lawless Bajaur
tribal district, killing one civilian
and injuring 22 others, local
administration official
Mohammad Igbal Khan told AFP.

Nearly 1,000 people were
attending a funeral for a senior
police officer in the town of
Mingora in the scenic Swat Valley
late Friday when a suicide bomber
blew himself up, security officials
said.

The police officer had - been
killed garlier Friday in the, noh-

western Lakki Marwat district in a
bomb blastalong with three others.

"At least 41 people are con-
firmed dead and some 90 injured
were brought to hospital,” Haider
All, a health official told AFP.

Outof 16 critically injured taken
to Peshawar's main Lady Reading
hospital, three people died early
Saturday, hospital official Abbas
Khan told AFP.

Grief-stricken relatives wept as
they lifted the coffins and offered
funeral prayers for the dead.

“The entire town iS mourning
the deaths and it looks like the end
of the world has arrived," said Asif
Khan, aresidentofMingora.

'So many people have died at
once and now everyone is scared.
Many people did not even offer
funeral prayers and stood at dis-
tances fearing another suicide
attacker mightstrike,” Khan said.

-

US plans to pull more

troops from Iraq
[raq death toll surges 33pct in Feb

AFP, Washington/ Baghdad

The United States will likely pull
more US troops out of Iraq before
President George W. Bush leaves
office, despite a pause announced by
the administrauon last month, The
Washington Postreported Saturday.

Citing an unnamed senior
administraton official, the paper
said the temporary halt, announced
by Defence Secretary Robert Gates
last month, would last just four to six
weeks next summer to assess condi-
tionson the ground.

“Thisis notastall tactic,” The Post
quotes the official as saying. "I fully
expect further reductnons thisyear, in
'08, and so does the president. It's
just a question of when will the
reductions be announced, when will
theytake effect ...and whatwill be the
pace.”

The official, however, could not
predict how many more troops
might be pulled out by the end of
Bush's termin January 2009.

Gates had previously expressed a
desire to reduce US forces in Iraq
from 158,000 to 100,000 by the end of
2008. But his announcement of the
pause had made critics in Congress
wonder whether these reductions
would be carried out.

Meanwhile the number of Iraqis
killed in February rose by 33 percent
over the previous month, reversing a
six-month trend of fewer casualties,

ministerial figures obtained by AFP
showed on Saturday.

The combined figures obtained
from the interior, defence and health
ministries showed that the total
number of Iragis killed in February
was 721, including 636 civilians,
compared with 541 dead in January,
thedatashowed.

It reverses the six-month trend of
a steady fall in casualties across the
country on the back of a massive US
and Iragimilitary assault.

The month's death toll is up from
541 in January, 568 in December, 606
in November, 887 in October, 917 in
Septemberand 1,856 in August.

The number of people wounded
in Februarywere 847.

January's death toll reached a 23-
month low, with US commanders
saying that all types of attacks were
down to levels not seen before the
February 2006 bombing of a Shia
shrine in the town of Samarra that
triggered awave ofviolence.

The bloodshed that erupted after
the shrine attack peaked in January
2007 with 1,992 deaths reported by
the three ministries.

The drop in the violence during
the sixmonths to January was attrib-
uted to a "surge” of an extra 30,000
US troops in Iraqg, the formation by
Sunni leaders of anti-Qaeda fronts,
and Shia cleric Moqgtada al-Sadr's
freezing of the activities of his Mahdi
Army militia.

Taliban blow
up Afghan
phone tower

AP, Kandahar

Taliban militants blew up a tele-
communications tower Friday in
southern Afghanistan following a
warning to phone companies to
shut down the towers at night or
face attack.

The militants fear US and other
foreign troops are using mobile
phone signals to track insurgents
and launch attacks against them. A
Taliban spokesman on Monday
said militants would blow up tow-
ers across Afghanistan if the com-
panies did not switch off their
signals overnight.

Insurgents made good on that
threat Friday, destroying a tower
along the main highway in the
Zhari district of Kandahar prov-
ince, sald Niaz Mohammad
Serhadi, the top district official.

The tower was owned by

Areeba, one of four cellular compa-
nies in Afghanistan. Company
officials could not immediately be
reached for comment.

Phone companies moved into
remote areas of Afghanistan after
talks with tribal elders, who asked
for the towers to be built, said
Abdul Hadi Hadi, spokesman for
the Telecommunications Ministry.

"When they destroy any tower, it
shows direct enmity to the people
of that area. I don't think the
destruction of the towers has any
direct effect on the government. It
is the people who suffer,” he said.

PHOTO: AFP

Chairperson of the All India Congress Committee Sonia Gandhi waves to the
crowd, dressed in the traditional Naga “Ao Mekhela” and ornaments, during
the state assembly election campaign for Congress Party candidates in five
constituencies at the Dimapur District Sports Council stadium yesterday.
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Raul takes small
steps on human
rights in Cuba

AP, Havana

Once known as the "fist” of Cuba’s
revolution, 76-year-old Raul Castro
may be showing a brush of the
velvet glove since taking power.

Justaweek into hisjobas Cuba’s
new president, Castro discussed
the island's prisoners with a visit-
ing Vatican official and directed his
government to sign two interna-
tional human rights treaties that
his older brother, Fidel, opposed.,

Some dissidents and human
rights activists see reason for cau-
tious optimism, but others don't
expectimprovements.

"He wants to give the Cuban
government a new image," said
Oscar Espinosa Chepe, a state-
trained economist who became
an anti-communist dissident. "In
the areas of human and soclial
rights, the government surely
needs one.”

Moment of truth looms in

White House battle
Hillary, Obama in Cold War-style ad blitz

AFP, San Antonio

Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama
fought Saturday over who would
keep America safe and prosperous,
waging a furious political row, as a
moment of truth loomed in their
White House battle.

In the most explosive moment
yet of the Democratic race, Hillary
Clinton debuted Friday a negative
television ad, dripping with Cold
War-style menace, suggesting
Obama would be found wanting in
a dead-of-night foreign policy
Crisis.

Her risky gambit came as she
fought to keep her campaign alive,
before two crunch nominating
contests in Texas and Ohio on
Tuesday, which could decide
whether 'her faltering presidential
questcan goorn. -

The Obama camp cut a light-
ning fast response ad, saying
Senator Clinton's supposed exper-
tise was undercut by her vote to
authorise warin Iraqg, in arow more
reminiscent of a Republican gen-
eral election tactic than a
Democratic primary skirmish.

In the poignant Hillary Clinton
ad, a telephone rings insistently
over dreamy shots of young chil-
dren sleeping soundly in their
beds.

"It's 3:00 am and your children
are safe and asleep. But there's a
phone in the White House and it's
ringing,” the male narrator says.

"Something's happening in the
world. Your vote will decide who
answers thatcall.”

The final shot of a business-like
Hillary Clinton cradling the phone,
suggested that only she could keep

- perilatbay.

Later, in a late-night outdoor
rally here, Hillary Clinton warned
that when the telephone rang at
3:00 am, “there is no time for
speeches, no time for on the job
training” in another swipe at her
rival.

Obama, on a roll after winning
the last 11 nominating contests in
the race to be Democratic Party
nominee in November's presiden-
tial election, earlier accused Hillary
Clinton of fear-mongering.

"We've seen these ads before.
They're usually the kind that play

upon people’s fears and try to scare
our votes,” the 46-year-old senator
told arally in Texas.

“The question is, whar kind of
judgment will you exercise when
you pick up that phone? In fact, we
have had a red phone moment. It
wasthedecision toinvade Iraq.”

His response ad used the same
cutesy images of sleeping children,
butwithadifferent message.

“Something’s happening in the
world. When that call gets
answered, shouldn't the president
be the one, the only one, who had
judgment and courage 10 oppose
the Iraq war from the start?” the ad
asks.

‘In a dangerous world, it's
judgmentthat matters.”

In a valuable boost to Obama,
Senator Jay Rockefeller, chairman.
of the Sehdre -Select Committee on
Intelligence, endorsed his col-
league.

“What matters most in the Oval
Office is sound judgement and
decisive action. It's about getting it
right on crucial national security
questions the first time -- and every
time."
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