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Untreated waste from yarn
dyeing mills poses health

GOLAM MOSTAFA JIBON, Sirajgan)

lToxic water released from sev-
eral yarn dyeing and processing
mills in Belkuchi upazila of
Sirajganj district is polluting the
local environment, causing
untold suffering to thousands of
people and posing serious
health hazard.

Influential people set up the
mills in an unplanned way with-
out any treatment plant and
drainage system, by managing
some unscrupulous officials of
the relevant sections, said local
residents.

Over 100 yarn dyeing and
processing mills at different vil-
lages including Tamai,
Shohagpur, Garamashi, Chala,
Chandangati and Mukundagati
have no treatment plant and they
were set up without permission
from the authorities concerned,
locals said.

Eleven of the mills owned by
Aziz Sarker, Hiron Munshi, Labu
Shaikh, Anwar Hossain, Badol
Khan, Abdul Kader, Hiron Sarker,
Babu Salam, Rejaul Karim, Khokon
and Abdul Motin at Tamai village
are posing most serious threats,
theysaid.

Toxic chemicals like sulphuric
acid, acetic acid, hydrogen-per
oxides, caustic soda, bleaching
powder, silicate, glace and colours
are used in these mills to treat the
thread or cottons. After releasing
from the mills, the untreated water
15 mixed with ponds and marshes
In the area and creates serious
health hazards.

An acute crisis of pure and clean
drinking water is prevailing in the
area as toxic wastes from the mills
are mixed with the under ground
water, turning water from the
tube-wells yellowish.

Many people are being affected
with skin diseases, diarrhoea,
dysentery, eye infection and nau-
seadue touse of the water.

Mukti. Khatun, 35, wife of
Golam Kibna of Tamai village, said

hazard in Sirajganj
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Untreated toxic waste released from S| Process Mill and Bizli Process Mill getting stored in the pond at Tamai village

in Belkuchi upazilain Sirajgan.

she has been suffering from skin
diseases for the last few years.

Her seven-year-old child has
been affected with gastric disease
by drinking the toxic water, she
quoted doctors as saying.

The toxic water has damaged
fertility of hundreds of acres of
croplands and fishes of ponds
and marshes in the area. Many
fruit bearing trees in the area
have died while taking of the
toxic wastes from drinking the
water also caused the death of
domestic animals and fowls
including cows, goats, ducks,
hens, villagers said.

Many houses made of corru-
gated iron sheets in the area
became rusty and got damaged
within a short time due to the
vapour and toxic waste of the
mulls.

The atmosphere in and around

of the mills has become seriously
dirty and unhygienic, as the water
remains stagnant in absence of
proper drainage system.

Azam Khan, Dulal Mollah,
Mohsin Pramanik, Fazlur
Rahman and Zamal Uddin of
Tamai village said several
times they went to Belkuchi
upazila Sanitary Inspector
Mohammad Ali Jinnah to dis-
cuss with him about the ways
to getrid of the problem but he
ignored them.

They also submitted petitions
to the deputy commissioner in
Sirajganj, UNO in Belkuchi, direc-
torof Departmentof Environment
(DoE) in Bogra, Rab and Army to
take initiative for saving the envi-
ronment, but to no effect.

Even a case was lodged with
Belkuchi Police Station in- this
connection against the mills

owners.

The complainants said
Director of DoE Bogra office
Mosharraf Hossain misbehaved
with them and threatened to get
them arrested by police, if they
further demand proper action
against the mills owners.

Contacted over phone three
times, Mosharraf Hossain
declined to make any comment
saying that there was network
problem and he was busy.

Aziz Sarker, owner of SI process
mill, said, no one of authorities
concerned ever asked him to stop
the mill or setup a treatment plant
sinceits establishment.

Belkuchi Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Khairul Alam Sheikh said
he has written to the authorities
concerned suggesting setting up
of necessary treatinent plants in
the area.
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Nirmul Committee

demands

trial of

war criminals

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee
formed a human chain in front of
the local press club on Thursday in
the afternoon demanding trial of
war criminals of

1971.

The caretaker government
should take initiatives for the trial
of the war criminals who do not
believe in the independence and
sovereignty of Bangladesh,
Nirmul Committee acting
President Shahariar Kabir said ata
discussion on the occasion.

He urged the caretaker govern-
ment to impose ban on politics for
the war criminals.

No reform will be fruitful for
democracy unless and until the
war criminals are tried, said
Nirmul Committee Secretary
General Kazi Mukul.

Shaheed Jaya Shyamoli Nasrin
Choudhury took part in the
human chain programme
attended by several socio-cultural
and professional organisations of
Rangpur.

Dr Ekramul Hoque Swapan, Dr
Mafizul Islam Mantu, Goutom

Roy, Shakwat Ranga and Elias
Ahmed spoke in the meeting.

Rapist gets 40
years RI

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

A person has been sentenced to 40
years rigorous imprisonment (RI)
oncharge of raping aminor girland
causingabortion.

Judge of women and children
repression prevention tribunal
Rokeya Begum pronounced this
verdict on Thursday.

The convict, Shahidul Islam of
Andulia village under Harinakundo
upazila in Jhenidah, was also fined
Tk 6,000 in default he will have to
suffer 18 months more in jail

Shahidul Islam raped a 14-year-
old girl of the village when she went
to pluck mangoes by the side of their
house atdawn, goes the prosecution.

Shahidul Islam tried to keep the
matter secret saying that he will
marry her. Meanwhile, the girl
became pregnant and Shahidul got
her child aborted at a clinic five
months later. He also declined to
marry her.

Postmaster held for
embezzling deposited
money in Satkhira

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

The postmaster of Kalaroa upazila
main post office has been arrested
on Thursday on charge of misap-
propriating Tk over 50 lakhs from
depositors savings and permanent
depositscheme accounts,

Following arrest of the postmas-
ter, Mir Abdul Haque, on Thursday
night, police yesterday produced
him before the court that sent him
to jail, court sources said.

Deputy Postmaster General
Samsul Arefin of Khulna Divisional
Post Office who is probing the
allegations against Abdul Haque,
filed a general diary (GD) with
Kalaroa Police Station after detect-
Ing misappropriation of funds by
the accused, police said.

Abdul Haque has been misappro-
priating the deposited money of over
300 people who opened accounts
with the post office, sources said,
adding that he neither issued pass
books to the depositors nor recorded
deposited money with the ledger
booksofthe postoffice forlong.

Following the depositors' allega-
tion to the postmaster general of
Khulna Divisional Post Office

against him, the former instructed
Deputy Postmaster General
Shamsul Arefin to probe the matter.

During primary investigation
on Wednesday, Shamsul Arefin
found Postmaster Abdul Haque
guilty and handed him over to
police the following day.

One killed in
Pabna clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

One person was killed and five
others were injured in a clash over
harvesting pulses at village
Charkurulia in Ishwardi upazila of
Pabna onWednesday night.

The deceased was identified as
AnsarAli, 55, of village Charkurulia.

During the clash that continued
for about one and a half hours, the
supporters of Ansar Ali and
Khabiruddin used sticks, iron rods,
axes, hockey sticks and sharp
weapons, leaving six people
injured, police and locals said.

Three of the injured were admit-
ted to Pabna General Hospital where
AnsarAlidied atabout 11:00pm.
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Dependence on forests
to be reduced

74 youths trained to operate as Eco Tour

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A sustainable eco-tourism
programme has been developed in
the protected forests areas to reduce
local people's dependence on
forests by creating alternative job
opportunities for them.

Forest Departinent’s Protected
Area Management Programme
called Nishorgo developed the
programme aiming at conservation
of biodiversity through collaborative
management with local stake-
holders. Under the programme,
economic incentives are being
provided to locals living near
[Lawarchara National Park, Satchan
National Park, Rema Kalenga Wildlife
Sanctuary, Chunati Wildlife
Sanctuaryand Teknaf Game Reserve.

As a part of the programme,
Nishorgo has trained 74 young men
and women to operate as Eco Tour
Guides, developed trails for forest
hiking and others. It has started
professional Eco-tour Guide certifi-
cation process at its five pilot sites to
ensure quality eco-tour guiding
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Guides in protected forest areas

facilities for nature tourists. The two-
day certification course included
written testand field examination. To
evaluate and certify the trained eco
tour guides, a board was formed
consisting of Elisabeth Fahrni
Mansur, CEO, Guide Tours and
Mamun, CEO Green Tours, repre-
senting Tour Operator's Association
of Bangladesh (TOAB), Modinul
Ahsan and Kazi Nurul Karim,
Assistant Conservator of Forests of
Forest Department and Kazi M A
Hashem of Nishorgo Support
Project.

The trained youths are now self-
employed as Eco-tour guides who
provide eco-tour guiding service at
five pilot sites.

The nature tourists are encour-
aged to hire a eco-tour guide.
Guides are available at the entry
areas of the parks. Tourists can also
directly call a Eco-tour guide whose
contact numbers are listed at
Nishorgo Programme's website
(www.nishorgo.org).

Nishorgo Programme receives
finandal assistance from the USAID

throughNishorgo Support Project (NSP).
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Three indigenous persons getting Instructions to work as tourist guides at
Lawachhara reserve forest in Moulvibazar district on Thursday as Forest
Department’s Nishorga programme arranged an 'eco-tour guide’ training for
74 young men and women. The programme aims at protecting biodiversity
by reducing local people's dependence on forests for living.
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VILLAGE FEUD

100 mango trees
felled in Jhenidah

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Rivals felled down about 100
mango trees from a garden of a
youth as a sequel to village feud at
Bhatoi village in Shailkupa upazila
Thursday night, locals said.

Azizul planted Amropali and
Mollika varieties of mango saplings
on his one acre of land about three
years ago, they said. This year buds
grew in all the trees. Those were
supposed to bear fruits this sea-
son. But Azizul's hopes dashed as
miscreants fell down the trees.

Azizul's father Akbar Sheikh
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whois atthe death-bed are lament-
ing for the trees, He said the mango
trees were the only hope for the
poor family. Observing the tragic
scene on Friday morning, Azizul's
father lost sense, He did not regain
sense since morning.

When contacted, Azizul said his
village rivals committed the hei-
nous act. He informed the matter
to Shailkupa police.

When contacted, Shailkupa
police station officer-in-charge
(OC) Kazi Wased Ali assured proper
action against the culprits after an
Investigation.

PHOTO: STAR

Mango orchard at Bhatoi village in Shailakupa upazila in Jhenidah appears
like a barren grassland after criminals felled some 100 mango trees there on

Thursday night.

Body found in
Gopalganj

A CORRESPONDENT, Gopalganj

A housewife's body has been found
dead at her father-in-law’s house at
Kaligram in Muksudpur upazila,
policesaid.

[t was suspected that Shebani
Biswas, 16, wife of Dilip Faria was
allegedly murdered by her mother-in-
lawand sister-in-lawThursdaynight.

Dilip married to Shebani in Dhaka
about sixmonths ago in Dhaka where
they worked at a garments factory.
They came back to Kaligram recently.
On the fateful night Shebani was
founddeadatin-law’shouse.

FERTILIZER SMUGGLING

BNP leader held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

Joint forces arrested a BNP leader
here on charge of fertilizer smug-
gling from Chandpur to Burma
through secret river routes
Thursdayafternoon.

Arrested Abdul Aziz Miaji 45,
used to smuggle fertilizer outside the
country regularly in guise of a rod
cementtraderat Strand Road here.

By fertilizer smuggling, he
became a millionaire within last five
years. Later, he was handed him
over to Detective Branch (DB) police-

| forinterrogation, police said.

e

C |"|m1mg~”[||ﬂﬁq!:” Ill:ll’m
wa@ i@ F2-0 q/R00 q-200b-133

fRsfafis =€ sees corE Jie, = A, o 92

JAET T o (20 e B [t Aamzase I

ATATEAT @TSH™ FavTemd S0 20e 1A =W 341

qITeR |
o) | | TFIER/fAer QB T |
ox | | T QAT A | l
0V | | WA FY FONF | CIE J1%, GBI |
08 | | HA%@ FROEA AN | 0(92)0 AR &Y |
| o¢ | | WA9Ad  STHTE oﬂfioo‘i-ioob'@: l
e |
ok | | wa%taa oifad Y-03-00b 2 |
oq 1 | (oo Fifeefafo @12 ST R 0,000/-
(f T&R) O AT SR
IS e @ N FfEes
g o ofomEm  wn3fE,
g 1 o 11 T R B 1 5 o
A, BRI WGP I |
BE6/ ((-WOd 43I Y
W@ MY NYE I@ WIRE
FACS WA |
ob | | NI WAtA Y | wA%@ wWfAtd Y 8oo/-
(STE1S) OIS (STHEASLHI]) |
od | | wa%d A%fS TS WA (STO1Y) |
do | | mE@d WA Ve | f{elR (Fre) |
) 1 | ME%d AT « oﬂhan‘i—-}aob’@: |
32| | WAY@ AFTEA AW | o (72 S & |
3 | | wao@ wiee R | 38-09-w0bR:  ©R  wfes
FErTE ©Iffd @ W | 5AFEE AW 4GS |
38 | | wa%@ WA | 3¢-09-200bfR:  wifdy Fwm
() | S¥eee oifa” @ 7 | dd:00 WHF |
(}) | 7a%@ R SRy | 3¢-09-00bfR:  wIfR Wy
8 HNY 33:00 YOS |
(%) | %@ AWTZR | FF F-9d0, CIEEE WA,
PEaC) CopE e, AT sjfe,
BT |
3¢ | | HAYNE §W (ASTR | COPTE s, e sfe,
PLaC) vife@m, o (s wmw AEe
@A ) |
Mo | | HAT@ RIEA ¥ WMNEN % (¥ ©H), 9],
el
39 | | I ALHY R@T | o3 (PP IR @ (Fifess
qTEIR_F) |
S | | HRe@ R | CFE Jie, Ao ffe,
FEHTF WIfe1st, BT |
W1 | HRE  WIREEER | 9A9FH (T 6 W) |
MLEl
0 | | MANA  WIREIRR | OO Jrew, e oo,
PEAC BT |

frsaadl @F Y Wit afvrEe @ @m vasa 939 4
ST FATA TS HFH IR |

fefe-au»

ey BN gy

farra sfér o (2R @ W)
fTere w1, e sffer. G
(TIR-20000)




