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and enough elephants and gold to
sink the Titanic.

With so much attention focused
on Islamic extremism, now seems
an apt time fora movie about Akbar,
the 16th-century Mughal emperor
of India, whose legacy is one of
enlightened rule and almost radical
religious tolerance. Jodhaa Akbar
begins before all that, when the
young Akbar is still busy expanding
the Mughal empire. This gives
Gowariker a chance for some cine-
matic derring-do -- in one spectac-
ular shot the camera rushes back to
avoid being trampled by two armies
-- and to show the seeds of what
made Akbar one of history's great-

are played by Hrithik Roshan and
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, two rather
astonishing specimens of human
beauty. Neither is a great actor, but
both know what's required of a star
and seem to the palace born.

Rai makes Jodhaa's wilfulness a
sign of character, especially when
she lays down the conditions for her
marriage: She will remain a Hindu
and would like a small temple to
Krishna in the Mughal fort. As
Akbar, Roshan, has the bearing of a
king, yet can seem a little blank
when not in motion.

Jodhaa's personal temple to
Krishna within the Mugha] gilla in
Agra infuriates the court’s influen-

equally powerful enemy in Maham
Anga (lla Arun), who nursed the
emperor when he was a baby and
thus secured the position of the
most influential individual in the
palace. Maham Anga sees the
Hindu queen as a threat to her own
influence, which she has used to
further the ambitions of her disso-
lute son, Adham Khan (Shaji
Choudhary). In addition, Jodhaa's
beloved brother, Sujamal (Sonu
Sood), is plotting to seize his birth-
right, which his father inexplicably
bestowed on another, and highly
placed nobleman Sharifuddin
Hussain (Nikitin Dheer) who is also
the emperor's brother-in-law, Is
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going on. The film lacks conven-
tional Bollywood production num-
bers, but there are plot-driven
dance sequences. Like most of the
recent scores by A.R. Rahman,
songs of Jodhaa Akbar are not tar-
geted towards the South Asian
masses. These songs rather grow on
you, like the ode to the legendary
Sufi saint Khawaja Moinuddin
Chishti by swirling dervishes in a
trance, or Jodhaa's humble offering
to Krishna, or the subtle romantic
number that captures the blossom-
ing love between two strangers.
Gowariker's Lagaan (2001), a
classic root-for-the-underdog story,
was one of the rare Bollywood

“Jodhaa Akbar”’: Once upon a tlmel Idl

and poets who made his court a
fabled one? The film was greeted with
vociferous complaints of historical
inaccuracy involving Queen Jodhaa's
name; though one of Akbar's many
wives was Rajput royalty, the name
Jodhaa (or Jodhabai) apparently
belonged to his daughter-in-law. The
epic Indian movie Mughal-e-Azam
(1960) is blamed for popular confu-
sion about the matter, and feelings
run so high in Rajasthan that Jodhaa
Akbar was not released there. It did,
however, open in more than 100 U.S.
venues, the largest-ever release for a
Hindi film.
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- Vacancy Announcement @

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) - EE
Bangladesh, invites applications from highly qualified, Bangladesh

¢ energetic, and experienced development professionals who want to join
UNDP's dynamic working environment, for recruitinent of
Administrative Assistant for the UNODC Dhaka office.
For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply.
please visit our website: http:/www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Applications
should be received no later than 13 March 2008
Know Bangladesh Better
Read Star Insight, a fortnightly i
publication of
Whe Daiily Star
film |
Scenes from the It's coming out
Thev may not make them like they consolidate Hindustan) but not inauspicious start, Akbar and seize power for himself. audience. Jodhaa Akbar may lack
useg to fn Hollywood, but some-  withoutmercy. Jodhaa gradually realise they have At -- fair warning -- three and a  that film's populist appeal but it tWicE a mnﬂtl'l GVEW 2
times in India they still do. Jodhaa The battles, though, are really a much in common, and they begin  halfhours, the filmistoolongandis shares its sense of national purpose
Akbar. a historical romance windup to the love story that pro- to fall in love despite the political crammed with huge battle and could justas easily have borne a"_ernate saturday alung w“h ﬂlll'
directed by Ashutosh Gowariker, is  pels the film. Forging a political turmoil around them. But though sequences, court intrigue, its s_.ubtitle: “Once Upon a Time in regular |ssue, §
filmmaking on the grand scale of alliance, Akbar marries Jodhaa, a Jodhaa finds a surprising allyin her  swordfights, lavish sets and stun-  India.” . _ "
Cecil B. DeMille, with romance, feisty Rajput princess, and thensets mother-in-law, Mallika Hamida ning costumes. There's something Jodhaa Akbar is not a history ThB G’l"ﬂﬂt iBSI.IE
-3 stirring battles, a cast of thousands  out to win her heart. These royals Banu (Punam S. Sinha), she has an  to look at even when there'snothing  lesson: where, for example, are Mﬂ “;h 1 m
Akbar's 199 other wives, or the artists ( )

tial \Iushm clerics. Desplte thm movies to attract a non-South Asian  Compiled by Cultural Corresp

est rulers. He fights with purpose {to
o~ " q-- JM .H g 1

P -

£ .

conspiring to depose his master ahd

i T

.-"'"'""'*""‘ P e Gl e = e mmw B B T i =i e i ] A i g I P IR 155 e A e A A iy o A . ' . il e B — i iy — R - - [ —— -
11:00  Drama Serial: Ebong Rohosyer  BANGLAVISION 08:25 Drama Serial: Byasto Doctor STAR WORLD 10:30  Tna Wrestling Together
e Golpo 09:45 Drama Serial: Tark Ali Hadari P 11:30  Ifi Fight Night 09:30  Meerkat Manor (Season 3):
AH progeammes art fn 11:30  News Watch 09:30 g*:"‘ew Show: AmaderRanna  42:00  Shopgbad Protidin 2333 mﬂ? Wﬂ:‘;;“ 12:00  Seinfeld Joumey's End
© ocal fime. 12:00  Biz Event o : erk : ' - Survel
ﬂ!ﬂlﬂﬁy $tar will not bs ETV 10:10  Bhalo Thakun STAR MOVIES 12:00  The Simpsons HISTORY CHANNEL v gnnngzﬁ:}m Er;g?;: ; e
responsiile WW _ 11:05  Nana Rong-er Dinguli 09:00 Three Fugitives 01:30  Desire: Table For Three 08:30  Captain Crunch 10:30  In The Pink
= 08:00  Ekusher Shokal 11:35  Jigyasha O Jobab 10:45 Rundown, The 02:30  The Elien Degeneres Show 10:15  Sauna Belt 11:00 India’s Wild Dogs: The Wild
10:00  Shonamoni Shukhey Oshukhey g;g }glamw lgogramme 12:30  Cruel Intentions 2 03:30  The Bold And The Beautiful 10:30  Cop Cars Bunch |
12:00  Ekusher Dupur : ran-er Gaan 02:00 The Keeper: The Legend Of 04:00 General Hospital 12:00 Swama Heera : :
12:30  Ajker Potrikay 02:00  Ebong Classer Bairey Omar K 05:00  Enterprise 12115 Eye Max Egg gﬂi? E::;-T:;}E;Eb?nh
02:00  Bangla Feature Film 02:30  Vocab 03:35  Rhyme & Reason 06:00 Maicoim In The Middle 12:30  Fall from Grace 01:00 Feast India: wiage Wedding,
05:15  E Shoplaho 01:30  Battle Jaisalmer, Pushkar ¥
0545  Ekusher Shondhya 02:30  Cars and Planes 01:30  Anacondas With Nigel Marven
05:15 SMS Mania 03:30  Mata Han 02:30 | Shouldn't Be Alive: Kidnap In
06:30 Mukhto Khobor 04:30 Fast Food Tech The Killing Fields
07:30  Drama: Bafasher Shimana 05:30  Work Clothes 03:30  How Do They Do It? 5: Episode
: ’ . Akasher Thikana 06:30  Fall from Grace 2
B ATN BANGLA 08:30  Shurothaal 07:30  Da Vinci Code 04:00 Mystery Hunters: Grand Canyon
08:15  Ajker Shangbadpotro gg Ekush-er St;':mf 08:30  Mahatma: Great Soul Honeymooners / Bog Body
08:30  Talk Show: Onyodrishti ; ilyo el 09:30  Rocky Marciano 04:30 . Joumey Of Life (Wi): Living
0920  Educational P . :‘; g: AE;nuasier Bﬁm I;!efa 11:30  The Universe Together
10:30  Cookery Show: ATN Rannaghar “ iod 12:30  The Sword is Forged 05:30  Futureweapons: Power Of Fear,
11:05  Islamic Programme n The
02:30  Jibon Jigyasha 08:30  Ajker Shokal ZEE STUDIO 06:30  Junkyard Wars: Hot Rods
03:15 Bangla Feature Film : : ) 08:35 The World's Fastest Indian 07:30  Joumey Of Life (Wt): Human
o T 08:55 Drama Serial: Swapnojaal 11:30  The Break 1
: 09:30  Children's programme: : : . _ A
5 EE e g e
09:20 Drama Serial: Amader Nurul i ey ase 04:30  Honey, I Shrunk The Kid 09:30  Dirty Jobs - Season I Sewer
Hirda : 11:30  Shedin Ki Ghotechhilo 06:35 Charlie Chaplin inspeclor |
10:40  Tak Show: Mukto Shanglap E;g a{; gzg:ﬂi ;’;Wﬂf g; gg Ess Of Dga;h 10:30  I:Shouldn't Be Alive: Lost In The
:;3‘; grarna Senal: Bde:a:l)USE 01:25 Islamic ngmmme 11:00 D::;;T‘eal’:d 2 African Bush
- ol sl sl e 02:30  Tele-film: Utfor Purush ; NATIONAL GEOGRAPBIC
CHANNEL i 04:25  Cookery Show STAR PLUS 09:00  Gators High and Dry
09:30 badpotrey Bangtadash 05:30  Tiphiner Phakey 10:30  Saibaba 1045 Sauna Belt
N 09:45  Public Reaction WD, SN il 1:30  Grihast 10:30  Kamchatca
_-,z—;:,?_;dn ) m, ‘.z uupm, g,gmn_ 09:50  Grameenphone Tritomatra P A AR 01:00  Baa Bahoo Aur Baby 11:30  Megastructures
,’-.;*' ! s e 1:30 : b . habhi » 1
“AYH.DANGLA 1205 Talk Sh;'rmg Kl;:r:?ap :}:g ntv Deshey Deshey Uttar Matertimbhita 02:30  Karam Apnaa Apnaa ﬂliﬂ ';‘;?;:“‘“"“
12230 Sz Re Ga Ma ‘ Washington Barta On ATN Bangla 03:.00 Grhasti 03:30 Minnie Driver
01:30  Grameenphone Tritiomatray CHANNEL 1 at9:20pm 05:00  StarVoi Chhote Ustaad 04:30  Costa Rica
Apni : 3 : 06:30  Shararat-Thoda Jaadu ThodiNaz  05:00  Taipan Reign Of Terror
02:35  Drama: Cheye Thakar Din til:;;g gg:;ambg::m Bjang!adash Drama Serial 07:00 Grhasti ' 05:30 Bigpggng =
E;Eg: Special ngraf:ﬂfpaeoi i 11:30  Islamic Programme: Alor Cast: Mahfuz Ahmed, Reaz g;ﬁ E:féﬁﬁﬁ'fm e ﬁﬁ;ﬁmﬁzﬁww
: Wand Shorash : A a
06:00 Talk Show: Kathay Kathay 01:00 gﬂ,;;,,“j?mw A%e Folss 08:30  Kaho Na Yaar Hai 07:30  Sahara
ena R 06:20  South Asian Music : : ; 09:30  Prithviraj Chauhan - cellen
3:00 pm. 4:00pm | 0750  Banglalink Banglar Pathey 02:00 Amar (j:‘har_ : 02:40  Drama Serial: Swapno Chura 05:10  Raise Your Voice 06:30  The Simpsons 10:00 Baa Bar?xjoih::r Baby g::: ﬁxm ;?:’t‘g;m
SiRb R 1300 Drama Serial Rasts ::'gg gw;gﬂ'ﬂ;ﬂ" :ifg: g;dgﬂﬂhgbﬂgd, 07:00 Good Year, A 07:00 My Wife And Kids 10:30  Star Voi Chhote Ustaad 1000 A;a;ng Adv OfA Nobodly USA
il oy 06:00  SazjBela 05:30  Visa ApnarAgami L The 0800 Seinil ez oyl {is e
THR% - ST e 7 & Stopift Sty 06:05  Citycell Din-er Sheshey N 08:30  American Idol DISCOVERY CHANNEL R e LainAmerca On
; - hhabial: Phaul 06:25 Banglavision Cafe 11:00  The Hills H : | . 1 : Ghost Ships
11:30 Gameﬁuh:r Baﬂmaat 09:30 Shuktara 3 SR EYES 09:30 Invasion 08:30 Joumey Of Life (wu LM’G 123“ ‘Munich Wm
12:00 Gmms'“a o 11:00  Pran-er Shur 2 ESPN -
G ! aker Pran-er Gaan e
potro ShOII'IGYBI' Katha i - 09:00 Basketball:Big Ten Coqtmme
Rtv On BTV at9:00 pm & N ot
08:45  Gaanchil Ei Din Discussion Programme e 1230 SoccerfFootball Barclays. "
09:05 m"%ﬂmm Host: Syed Munir Khasru Premier League 2007/08
09:35  Spedial Programme: Ekusher & 02:30  Basketball: )
Gaan , et DRSO Soccer/Football: Football
10:00  Drama Serial: Anondo ¢ A W
{alm _05:00 AutoRacing o |
11:00  Taroka Alap 5:30  Soccer/Football: F&
1130 Smitir Miner %, Focus WithJohn Dykes
1245  Musical Programme; Swapno 0630 m SO Wirdar X |
Din-er Gaan P :
01:00  Islamic Programme 07:30 Wm "‘a
01:30  Dhallywood Beals o - O%0D Premier »}
02:30  Bangla Feature Film Y League World |
06:00  Protidin . 08:30  Sport News K
08:00  Musical Programme: Indian Idol 1W‘QF R PRl
Concert " Planet Spesd
09:20  Special Programme: Hello Love 10: IIO Basketball: Nba Action !
10:30  Sport News '

s R i v, it o) M i = .




