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W dingto theissue, Election

Commissioner Brig (retd) M
Shakhawat Hossein said religion-

3 parties ask EC

corporation elections will be
announced in March, the CEC also
said.

Militants
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militant den on December 14, 2005,

picked up a teacher of the institute,
whao is also a city committee leader of
the Jamaat.

CA for protecting

and foreign delegates, NGO lead-
ers and distinguished personali-
ties were present at the function,

has appointed 46 focal points for
dealing with the needs of disabled
persons in various ministries,

Jamuna bridge
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The er&ladesh Bridge Authority

consultant firm Angel

troubling vehicle movement,” he
said.
The 4.8-km-long Jamuna

$300m disaster
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disaster risk management
programine, itsaid.
About the macroeconomic

ent
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Led by secretary general Sheikh
Shahidul Islam, Jatiya Party (JP-
Manju) during the dialogue urged
the Election Commission to con-
sider conducting election cam-
paignson behalfofpolitical parties.

On the issue of political party
registration, the JP delegation said
non-registered political parties
should not be allowed to do politics.
Otherwise, they observed that the

be a dual system in politics and the
Commission would review the
'Political Party Act -1978' to see if
any provision could be inserted init.

Thaksin returns
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and then go directly to the Supreme
Court and the justice ministry's
special investigations department

The neiﬁhbnuring Glass and
Ceramic College is also a place of
sanctuary for the militants, the
sources said.

On April 9, 2007, Ashrafuddin
Bhuiyan, a teacher of civil engineer-
ing department and the then super-
intendent of Latf Hostel, was shot
dead by unidentified criminals in
frontofthe hostel.

Many suspect that he had tipped
off the law enforcers about JMB

the Rules of Business of the gov-
ernment, to cater to the needs of
disabled persons. Amendment to
the Disability Welfare Act in line
with the provisions of the UN
Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities is also an
imperative, he told the assembly.
He urged legal experts,
policymakers, development prac-

approved restructuring of
national Foundation for
Development of Disabled Persons
as a quasi-government, autono-
mous institution. And the institu-
tion has already started its opera-
tion with financial support from
the government and the World
Bank.

Dhaka-Kolkata

examine the cracks submitted his
report on December 27, 2006. The
committee was headed by Prof
Jamilur Reza Chowdhury, vice-
chancellorof BRAC University.

In his report Chowdhury identi-
fied the design deficiency for the
cracks of Jamuna Bridge. He also
informed that the cracks were cre-
ated during the construction of the
bridge.

But a delegation of Hyundai

country's import bill and may also
hurt exports in specific sectors, the
reportobserved adding thatsome 0.5
million tonnes rice will need to be
imported in the aftermath of the
cyclone at an estimated cost of Tk
13.8 billion.

Referring to the government
estimation, the report indicated that
while Tk 35.3 billion is required for
relief and recovery in the current
fiscal year, the FY08 budget would be

offence are former acting secretary to
energy and mineral resources Nazrul
[slam, former Petrobangla chairman
SR Osmani, former Petrobangla
director Mainul Ahsan, former
managing director of Barapukuria
Coal Mining Company Ltd Sirajul
Islam and Hosaf Group chairman
Moazzem Hossain.

FIRSUBMITTED
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the delimitation of parliamentary
constituencies as early as possible.

Colonel Pakkapong Sai-ubon, said

gained a stronghold at the institute
with the backing of several teachers

to the subject backed by adminis-
trative and legislative measures,"

On Feb 24, the council of advis-
ers in a meeting approved a pro-

Communications Secretary Dr
Mahbubur Rahman and Additional

ment start constructing at least 2,000
additional shelters in the high-risk

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Golam Rabbani directed the investi-

a special room was being prepared ith t b d ‘ _ :
It also urged the ECto hold elec- ¢ Thaksin's arrival, adding thathe ;d‘ I dRnE, DARKEIOUI Cyy SOLIES he observed. : e posal for constructing fencing | Secretary ATK Ismail were also pres- | zones and upgrading some 1,000  oation officer (I0) of the case to
tions to city corporations, munic-  yvq,1d be handed over to police A teacher of civil engineering He said elimination of discrim-  boxesinside BangladeshandIndia | entatthebriefing existingshelters. submit the probe report by March 30.
palities and union parishads before  j,, mediately on arrival to be taken department, whois a city committee | ination against persons with 150 yards from the zero point for Given the capacity for implemen- Assistant Director Shamsul Alam

holding the parliamentary elec-
tions.

JSD (ROB)

JSD (Rob) urged the EC to hold a
joint dialogue among all political
parties, professional bodies, civil
society, armed forces and the EC for
coming to a consensus about all
national issues including holding of
the parliamentary elections.

Led by Executive President Prof
Muhammad Shafique, the JSD
delegation urged the EC to cancel
the practice of allocating perma-
nent electoral symbols to political
parties.

It also urged the EC to bar identi-
fied criminals and corrupt individu-
als from taking partin elections.
EC'S RESPONSE

‘Replying a query, the CEC said that_

the Commissionis pondering over a
suggestion from political parties to

o court.

Delwar
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keptbehind bars in a bid to weaken

BNP. But she would be freed
through legalbattle, he added.

He said BNP is going through a
tough time but the party men
should remain united to overcome
the crisis.

BNP Joint Secretary General
Selima Rahman, acting Office
Secretary Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, former
lawmakers Shamsuzzaman Dudu,
Sohrab Uddin, and Newaz Halima
Arly, former student leader Habib-
un Nabi Sohel, Jessore district BNP
leaders Chowdhury Shahidul Islam

Nayan, Kazi Monirul Huda, SYed

Saberul Haque, and Nazrul Islam,
among others, were present.

!

Bazlur Rahman

leader of Jamaat and once been a
close aide of top Jamaat leader
Golam Azam, and another teacher of
Glass and Ceramics Institute, arukon
of Jamaat, had been supervising
Shibir activities for quite some time,
theyadded.

“Thereis no scope for denYing the
allegation that the militants
remained hidden in the dormito-
ries,” Bangladesh Polytechnic
Teachers' Association (BPTA) presi-
dent Prof Shamsur Rahman told The
DailyStar.

He urged the government to
probe into the matter soon with
utmostimportance.

"If the students are involved they
should be punished. Besides, the
mvolvement of the teachers, if any,
should also be found out,"” the BPTA
presidentadded.

- Principal Shamshul' Alam said

that they have taken up several steps
in the wake of the recent militant
arrest.

No other activities, except for
prayers, are allowed in the mosque of
the institute and the Tablig members
require permission to go and stay
there. Besides, showing identity
cards have been made mandatory

disabilities in existing legislative
and policy structures also need
immediate attention. And there is
also an urgent need for
mainstreaming disability issues at
all levels of development planning
to provide equal and non-
discriminatory opportunities for
them.

Fakhruddin mentioned that
government-NGO collaboration
on catering to the needs of dis-
abled persons in Bangladesh has a
proven track record and was
recognised by the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission
forAsiaand the Pacificin 2001.

Disabilityissues have also been
included in national poverty
reduction strategy, he said.

-~

operating passenger-train services.

The meeting approved the
proposal incorporating a new
provisionin the draft agreementon
the cross-border train movement.

The new provision says, "
Considering the security of passen-
gers and trains, the government of
India and the government of
Bangladesh may construct a box-
type temporary fencing from zero
point along the railway of respec-
tive territories on a mutually
agreed drawing and design."

It adds: "The arrangement
made under the provision shall not
be used or quoted as reference for
any other situation of similar
nature or other purposes, includ-
ing strategic or defence."”

Hand-written
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“It's not surprising to have
Bangladeshi travellers singled out
for interrogation in the airports

A lack of adequate human
resources and ever-increasing
demand for passports are blamed
for the decline in the quality of

Voter listing
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throttle from November. Over the last

few months, the EC has completed the
voter listingjob on ofishoreislands and
inremoteareas.

"We will begin the final round of
work in areas more or less adjacent to
the cities, and we believe, thatwork will
proceed much faster than the pace of
the previous rounds of the job,” the
CECsaid onTuesday duringaday-long
electoral reforrn talks with political
parties.

Simultaneously another crucial
work of selecting spots for polling
stations also reached almost the half-
way mark to completion, the sources
said.

"So, once the field level work of
voter listing is completed, selection of

" spotsTor ‘polling ‘statiohs 'will 216 be

completed soon after it," said a senior
official ofthe ECSecretariat.

In November last year, the EC
started the work of selecting spots for
polling stations for the upcoming
national and local government elec-
tions with help from the army,
although the existing system empow-
ersreturning officers fordoingthejob.

tation and possible financial outlays,
itwould be reasonable to build about
100 new shelters and upgrade 200
shelters annually over the next five
years, the donors observed.

The report also underscored the
need for disaster shelters in fre-
quently flood-hit areas and shelters
for earthquakes and other natural
calamities. These should be multi-
purpose buildings with water supply,
sanitation facilities and storage for
food and other supplies needed for
survival after a disaster.

The government should follow a
systematic approach for upgrading
the coastal embankments to ensure
protection against future storm
surges, the report said adding that
damages and losses were much

lower and lives were saved where
.effective. embankments- were, pres-

of the Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) filed the case on Tuesday
against the accused for corruption in
awarding the Barapukuria coalmine
operation contract to a Chinese
company, which was the highest
bidder.

In the case filed with Shahbagh
Police Station, the 16 have been
accused of causing a loss of over Tk
158.71 crore to the public treasury by
awarding the contract through abuse
of power.

The complainant said the offence
took place between June 2, 2003 and
June 4, 2005 at the energy and min-
eralresources departnent.

The complainant has also
brought allegations of misappropri-
aton of government money, cheat-
ing and abuse of power for personal
gainsin the FIR.

Hillary, Obama clash
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::ampajgmcrﬁg_as they highlighted the
signature differences between their

her mocking his soaring oratory as
the chorus of "celestial choirs."
Obama said that Hillary had
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the country's journalism and an

including leaders of different
political parties, socio-cultural
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Police said the upper portion of a

machine-readable. The manual
process of scripting and pasting

The organisational charter of
duties points out that a passport

since January of this year, with approv-
als from the army representatives

the health insurance companies and
the Republicanswroteit,” she said.

she was ready to be commander-in-
chiefon "dayone.”
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munist movement before
Bangladesh's independence in
1971.

_After his death on Tuesday
night, the body was taken to

Chowdhury, Advisory Editor of
daily Janakantha Towab Khan,
Advisory Editor of Amar Desh
Ataus Samad, Shamokal Editor
Abed Khan, Amader Somoy Editor

Five killed

FROM PAGE 16
wayside ditch. Five people were
killed on the spot and at least 25

date and year with her eight-year-
olddaughter.

The erroreventually cost her the
visa to India after she spent awhole
day in the queue with the applica-
tion.

the introduction of machine-
readable passports.
Machine-readable passports
bear a zone where some of the
information otherwise written in
textual form is written as strings of

ofmoneylaundering and financing
of terrorism.

Bangladesh is also working to
enact laws on anti-money launder-
ing besides developing coopera-

many voters could not be informed
on time. In another ward, nearly 50
percent such voters, however,
showed up.

Thousands of voters in three
unions in Beanibazar upazila were

leaving him injured.

The DU employee was rushed to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital for
treatment.

Coming back to the DU hall,
Akkas informed its employees'

Sherus here b i samaz e Nepeemullam i NewrToda | ot e Ansher pasport was isued Sphanumeric Chrairs prned | 197 W1 oo counes and | ENEEE I8 monh, ¢ 0 o e o e e i
School ground in presence of a  Kagoj Editor Shyamal PRk T The driver and helper ofthebus | with the expirydate 1917 insteadof in @ manner suitable for optical ﬁ e o et r g glitches. More than 82,000 voters in employees and students of the hall
e (ARG T s frtc Sebiss 1o the SRRl . Lo fled the spotafter the accident. 2007. There are numerous Ccharacterrecognition. LI€ Ioney Srauggled-out by cor- Gopalganj upazila are now giving took to the street and demanded
DR cu]mgleagn'vists 'uulf wirried Ao vad er hYE Md. Kamal Uddin, officer in- | instances an applicant had to wait This enables border controllers | TUPt people, Bangladesh Bank | 05 ingerprints again for the punishment to the Rab members

nalists lav;yelsanddoctors % cellor of Dhaka Universiecpan} charge (OC) of Brahmanbaria | several days to correct mistakes @and other law enforcement agen- | Sourcessaid. same problem. bymidnight. |
Thlani e e ¥ e ty Prol | sadar thana, led a police team to | that were not their fault in the first cies to process such passports The World Bank, as part of its ~ Upon receiving the informa-
ywas taken to his mater- niruzzaman Miah, litterateur | the spot and sent the injured pas- | place. quickly, without having to input | ODgOIng support to recover the Hannan Shah tion, police Sergeant Akhter

nal grandfather’'s abode in
Baneshwardi village. Later, it was
brought to his sister's house at
nearby Ishibpur of Nakla to allow
his relatives, friends and admirers

to bid pay respect to the noted
journalist.

Syed Samsul Hug, Anwara Syeda
Hug, PSC Chairman Dr Sa'dat
Hossain, Barrister Amirul Islam,
Barrister Rafiqul Huq, leaders of
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ), national press
club, Dhaka Union of Journalists,

sengers to Brahmanbaria Sadar
Hospital. Eleven seriously injured
passengers were admitted to the

hospital while others were released
after first aid.

The dead were identified as Md.

The passport holder may even
be sent back to the country if for-
eign customs or law officials dis-
cover any such mistakes,

“This [passport] is what I will
have to present to the world when |

the information manually into a
computer.

If everything goes accordingly,
machine-readable passports will
be introduced in the country by
next year, the director general

smuggled-out money, advised the
government to form such a com-
mittee that deals with the money
laundering issues,

The Asia/Pacific Group on
Money Laundering (APG), an
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reinstated in the party with due

respect ...We are ready to sit with

them for the sake of unity."
Hannan Shah said Chairperson

Khaleda Zia definitely wants unity

Hossain of Nilkhet Police Box
rushed to the spot. The angry dem-
onstrators assaulted Akhter and
confined him in the hall for several
hours.

Shahbagh police later rescued
the sergeant.

Helal Uddin, 20, of Kotiadi, | t ¥ : - Sora .
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his . | sho e ofa high standard. When The indispensable government | international organisation consist- | with herinstruction. (Legal and Media w
Moghbazar residence at about  Samannay Parishad, PeshajibiNari | Saydul, 35, of Netrokona district. 3 : : Asked if Secretary General Cnmgnander SMAK A;ilzi ;LL"[EQ

12:10pm. After half an hour, his
body was taken to the Sangbad

Samaj, Sarnmilita sangskritik Jote,
Bangladesh Group Theatre

Identities of three victims - aged
between 35 and 40 - could not be

you present it to anyone, for that
moment you are like an ambassa-

department and its 15 offices have
313 officials and employees against

ing 36-member jurisdictions and a
number of international and

Khandker Delwar is behind him,
Shah said, "I'm moving ahead with

Rab men have been closed to the
headquarters.

officein the city's Purana Paltan. Federation. - Ainiibi S dor representing your country and  already existing 397 posts, regional observers, is likely to visit . : :
Later, the body was taken to the  Parishad, thlag]!lar' a:,;n 1?,:1 YS l kn?rﬂir bodi its values. A passport W_ith bad The number of staff should be | Bangladesh soon to see ;?g #m,:?; Emfjﬂ rflull;a : ﬂ[? E 1{“13§i c:;l b th Tf‘{h?t;? ow'd be produced before
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passports, a DIP official observed.

financingissues.

bottlenecks in the path of unity.”

them, he added.




