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New review body to
finalise coal policy

Says Prof Tamim

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prof M Tamim, special assistant to
the chief adviser for power, energy
& mineral resources, yesterday said
another review committee would
be formed very soon to finalise the
national coal policy.

*The national coal policy will be
formulated very soon but not
within one month. We are scruti-
nising the proposals submitted by
the previous review committee. A
final committee will be formed
very soon to set out rules and regu-
lations of the policy,” he said.

Prof Tamim was speaking as the
chief guest at a roundtable on
‘Development of Bangladesh's

Dr Jayanta Bhattacharya speaks at a roundtable on 'Development of Bangladesh's coal strategy and method' at
Cirdap auditorium in the city yesterday. Chief Adviser's Special Assistant for energy and power Dr M Tamim, 3rd from

left, was present as the chief guest.

Coal: Strategy & Method' at Cirdap
auditorium inthecity,

He also said that time has come
to take a decision on coal extrac-
tion because the gas reserve Is
declining day by day.

"Priority will be given to the
national interest during the formu-
lation of the coal policy. The
method of mining -- open pit or
underground -- will not be decided
in the coal policy. The proper
method will depend on coal mine.
Experts will take the decision on
which method will be applied,” he
added.

Prof Tamim also said that local
people will be involved in the pro-
cess of coal extraction. "A lot ol
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time has been wasted. We should
now take decisions to ensure
energy security," headded.

Editor of the Energy and Power
Mollah Amzad Hossain presided
over the roundtable where Indian
IIT Engineer Dr Jayanta
Bhattacharya presented a keynote
paper.

About 70 percent of the coal
produced worldwide today is used
for electricity generation, Jayanta
said.

Former secretary Quamrul
Islam Siddique, Prof Dr Khalil R
Chowdhury, Petrobangla Director
Mogbul-E-Elahee, Dr Badrul Imam
and AP Bureau Chief Farid Hossain
also took partin the discussion.
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Pvt sector urged to help build

knowledge-based nation
DBBL donates Tk 9.73cr for DU research centre

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent academics and economists
.at a discussion yesterday said the
privarte sector should contribute
more 10 the development of educa-
tion and research to help establish a
knowledge-based nation.

In the past, all look for public
money to establish research cen-
tres while the businesses also
stayed back from such ventures,
but now is the time for business-
men to come forward for nation-
building task by financing
researches, theyadded.

At the discussion at DU Senate
Bhaban, Managing Director of
Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited (DBBL)
Yeasin Ali handed over a Letter of
Commitment for donation of Tk 9.73
crore to DU Vice- Chancellor Prof
SMA Faiz for constructing 'Dutch-
Bangla Bank Centre for Advanced
Research in Arts and Social Sciences'.

Prof Faiz said DBBL has become
an integral part of Dhaka University
by making a huge contribution to the
construction of the research centre.

“Thisispartofhistory, "headded.

The VC said the 11-storey
research centre being constructed in
between Atomic Energy
Commission and Teachers Students
Centre will have a research cell and
auditorium.

There will also be a museum that

will preserve the history of Dhaka
Universityaswell, hesaid.
Prof Faiz said this will surely be a

, centre Qf:exc‘eu for natonal and
“mrernadanalin elietitiars; research
ersandacademics. %4

DBBL MD Yeasin Ali said the
bank, keeping in mind that busi-
nesses have social responsibility,
started such projects since its incep-
tioninmid-"90s.

He said DBBL Foundation pro-
vides scholarships worth about Tk 4
crore a year to talented and poor
students, 80 percent of whom hail
from the villages.

Of the total scholarships, 50
percent goes to female students, he
noted.

The bank has also healthcare
services for poor people and
responded to the needs of the victims
of natural calamities, Yeasin Ali said,
adding, "We want to contribute to
researches in social and pure sci-
ences, because it has no alternatives
toour survival.”

Prof Wahiduddin Mahmud, a
noted economist, said there has been
a lacking in the finance planning on
education, but Dutch-Bangla Bank
hasopenedanewerainthe country.

Private bodies are playing signifi-
cant role for the development of
many famous universities like
Harvard and Yell, he said, adding,
“The DBBL's donation for DU is a

milestone in the history of
Bangladesh.”

Dr Wahiduddin said it is now the
responsibility of the government and
others concerned o trfak® drtange-
ments for better educafioh planning
and encourage private sector (o
contribute to the development of
research in the country.

Prof Serajul Islam Chowdhury
said expansion of education and its
developmentrequire patronisation.

“The universities should not be
made only institutes of education,
but also of research centre as well,"
he said laying stress on quality publi-
cationsinthe universities.

DU Pro-VC Dr AFM Yusuf Haider
said in the recent times the university
has been lacking good researches
duetoabsenceofacentre.

With the construction of 'Dutch-
Bangla Bank Centre for Advanced
Research in Arts and Social Sciences,
the university will surely have a
vibrant environment for research
activities, he noted.

DU Teachers' Association
President Prof Sadrul Amin, Social
Science Faculty Dean Prof Harun-or-
Rashid, DU Treasurer Prof Syed Abul
Kalam Azad, and former president of
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
Commerce and Industry Mir Nasir
Hossain also spoke at the discussion
moderated by research centre
Director ProfAhmed Kamal.

Zandal placed
on fresh 7-day
remand

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Mufti Mainuddin alias Abu Zandal,
operational commander and
trainer of the banned Harkartul
Jihad (Huji), was placed on a fresh
seven-day remand yesterday in
connection with a case hled for
killing two people in the city's
Tejgaon areain April last year,

Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Ehsanul Haque passed
the order after detective branch
(DB) of police submitted a petition
to show Zandal arrested in the case
and sought aseven-day remand for
interrogation,

In the forwarding report, DB
Inspector Forman Ali, who i§ also
the investigation ofhicer (10) of the
case, mentioned that Zandal might
be involved in the murder of Ashraf
Uddin Bhuiyan, a teacher of Dhaka
Polytechnic Institute, and Amir
Hossain on April9 last year.

After the hearing, Additonal
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Golam Rabbani granted the peti-
ton for showing him arrested in
the case and placed him on
remand.

Earlier, Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) produced
Zandal before the courtoncomple-
tion of his seven-day remand In
another case filed for exploding
grenades on an Awami League rally
onAugust2l, 2004,

In the forwarding report, CID's
Assistant Superintendent of police
(ASP) Fazlul Kabir, who is also the
[0 of the case, said Zandal gave
inportant information about the
August 21 grenade attacks that
were being verified. So, he needs to
be confined injail custody until the
investigation completes, the 10
added.

Later, Zandal was sent to jail, as
CID did not seek further remand
forinterrogationin the case.

DHAKA-CTG ROUTE
Derailment of

freight train
disrupts rail,
road links

UNB, Comilla

Rail and highway communications
on Dhaka-Chittagong route were

1 diﬁnlptéd for* about - three. hours '

yestérday following derailment ‘of
two bogies of a freight train in
Comilla.

Railway sources said two rear

_compartments of the Chittagong-

bound freight train from Dhaka
veered off the track at the level
crossing at Padua Bazar in Sadar
(South) upazila at about 10:45am,
disrupting communications on
both rail and the highway routes.

Raillway sources said the train
service resumed at about 1:30pm
after a relief train had salvaged the
wagons.

Shamsuddin
made envoy
to Kenya

BSS, Dhaka

The government has decided to
appoint AKM Shamsuddin, former
secretary to the government, as the
high commissioner of Bangladesh
to Kenya.

Shamsuddin, who was born 1n
1950, is an electrical engineer.
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Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed exchanges greetings with the people with disability at the inaugural ceremony of 3rd
General Assembly and Conference of the Asia & Pacific Disability Forum at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference

Centre inthe city yesterday.
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Four textile
institutes to
be set up

UNB, Dhaka

The government will set up four
new textile institutes for enrich-
ing the country's textile sector
and producingskilled manpower.

These institutes will offer
three year's course to the stu-
dents.

The decision was taken at an
inter-ministerial meeting of
Labour and Employment
Ministry held yesterday with
Textile and Jute Adviser M
Anwarul Igbal in the chair.

The meeting was told that the
institutes could be established on
unused lands of Jute and Textile
Ministry in Chittagong, Khulna,
Natore and Lalmonirhat districts
atacostofTk80crore.

Textile and Jute secretary M
Abdur Rashid Sarker and Labour
and Employment Secretary Dr
Mahfuzul Huq were present at
the meeting.

Only elected govt can
review BCS quota system
Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
said only an elected government
can review the quota system in
Bangladesh Civil Service -(BCS)
examination as the present care-
taker government has no jurisdic-
tiontodoit.

They said the people will not
accept any kind of interference in
the quota allocated for the children
of freedom fighters and that the
quota for women, indigenous
people and the people with disabil-
ityshould beincreased.

The roundtable titled "Trial of
war criminals and conspiracy
over the freedom fighters' quota
and relevant thoughts' was
organised by Amra Muktijoddhar
Santan at the National Press Club
with its President Humayun
Kabirin the chair.

Former army chief Maj Gen
(retd) KM Shafiullah, Muktijoddha
Sangsad Chairman Abdul Ahad
Chowdhury, former president of
Dhaka University Teachers'
Association (Duta). AAMS: Arefin
Siddique and its General Secretary
Dr Anwar Hossain, Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee President
Shahriar Kabir, Women Affairs
Secretary of Awami League Dipu
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Moni, Muktijoddha Abir Ahad,
Gulshan Ara Urmi and Faruk
Ahmed took part in the discus-
s10n.

KM Shafiullah said the govern-
ment should initiate the process of
trial of war criminals.

"List of war criminals are avail-
able and they should not be
allowed to take part in the elec-
tion,” he added.

Arefin Siddique said the govern-
ment should start the trial of war
criminals as it is constitutional
obligations.

“People will not accept any
interference in the quota of free-
dom fighters' children in the name
of merit,” he added.

Prof Anwar Hossain said the
anti-liberation forces are working
against the quotasystem.

He said the district quota is not
necessary, but quota for women
and the people with disability
shouldbe increased.

Urging the government to form
a special tribunal to try war crimi-

‘nals, Shahriar Kabir'saitd the next -/

election will not be acceptable if
theyare allowed to contestit.

Dipu Moni said identification
and trial of war criminals is neces-
sary to establish rule of law in
society.

PHOTO: STAR

Duta General Secretary Prof Dr Anwar Hossain speaks at a roundtable on
‘Trial of war criminals and conspiracy over the freedom fighters' quota and
relevantthoughts’atthe National Press Club yesterday.
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Dutch-Bangla Bank Ltd Managing Director Mohammad Yeasin Ali, 4th from left. hands o
: . . ; : ver a cheque for Tk 9.73 crore to
Dhaka University Vice Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz for setting up the Centre for Advanced Research in Arts and Social

Science yesterday.
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Japan keen to
support clean
energy projects

UNB, Dhaka

Japan offered to support clean
energy projects in Bangladesh,
including nuclear energy.

Chairman of Japan-Bangladesh
Parliamentary League Taro Aso MP
expressed Tokyo's willingness in this
regard when Foreign Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury called on him at
his Japanese parliament office yes-
terday:

Taro Aso, also a former foreign
minister, added that "While there
were some reservagons in Japan
about anything nuclear, now the
Japanese people are persuaded that
the ume for nuclear energy has
come.

He praised the current reform
process in Bangladesh, where "there
has been no evidence of severe
violence of any kind and no act of
terrorism .

He also said that he would work
fpr stronger Japan-Bangladesh links.

Two other Japanese Members of
Parliament -- Kousuke Ito and
Akihiro Nishimura -- were also pres-
entduringthe meeting.

Earlier, Foreign Adviser Iftekhar
Chowdhury held a meeting at the
Japan Bank for International
Cooperation with its President Koji
Tanami and discussed the possibility
of Japanese support for the proposed
Padma bridge.

I'he Japanese support to the
Padma bridge will hopefully be
forthcoming, the foreign adviser told
the media afterwards.

He also discussed post-disaster
reconstruction with the bank presi-
dent for which Japan is providing
US$ 60 million in softloan

Bangladesh Ambassador to Japan
Ashraf-ud-Doula, Director General
of Foreign Ministry Shahidul Islam
and Japanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Masayuki Inoue were
present at the meetings, according to
amessage received fromTokyo.
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