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Palestinians this year

AFP, AP, Tokyo

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
vowed vesterday he would push for
a comprehensive peace settlement
with the Palestinians bul cast
doubt on meeting a US-backed
goal of sealingitthis year.

‘We have a desire to reach an
agreement within the year 2008.
But | am not sure we will make it,”
he said on a visit to Tokyo.

Olmert and Palestinian presi-

dent Mahmud Abbas late last year

restarted negotiations with a sum-
mit in Annapolis near Washington,
ending a long break tollowing a
Palestinian uprising in September
2000

The summit set a goal of con-
cluding a comprehensive agree-
ment by the end of 2008, coinciding
with the end of George W. Bush's
US presidency.

But despite his reservanons,

Olmert said Tuesday there was "no
berter opportunity” than now to
reach a settlement on the Middle
East conflict.

"We are determined to make a
giant step forward to end this
dispute once and for all,” he
said. "We want to make every
possible effort to seize this
opportunity

"We are making an exceptional
effort to resolve the outstanding
disputes with our Palestinian
neighbours. We are hoping to
conclude an understanding that
will lead to a two-states solution,
the Palestinian state and the state
of Israel,” he said.

Bush made his first trip as presi-
dent to the West Bank and Israel
last month.

Later, in his final annual State of
the Union address, he vowed:
“America will do, and 1 will do,
everything we can to help them

achieve a peace agreement that
defines a Palestinian state by the
endofthisyear.”

As part of his efforts to reach a
peace deal, Olmert is expected to
meet in Tokyo with US Secretary ol
State Condoleezza Rice, whoison a
three-nation tour of EastAsia.

Olmertspoke aday afteramajor
demonstration in the Gaza Strip
where thousands of mostly young
people formed a human chain to
protest against an economically
crippling Israeli blockade,

Israel closed vital border cross-
ings and restricted supplies to the
Gaza Strip after the Islamic militant
group Hamas, which does not
recognise the Jewish state, seized
control of the territory of 1.5 mil-
lion peoplein June.

On January 17 Olmert's govern-
ment began reducing fuel and
electricity supplies to Gaza in
response to near daily rocketfire on

southern Israel.

Two youths were hurt by Israeli
bullets in Monday's demonstration
while a young Israeli was also
injured by a rocket fired from the
Gaza Strip, officials sald.

Olmert is on the first trip to
Japan by an Israeli premier in more
than a decade as he tries to boost
tepid trade with the world's second
largesteconomy.

Japan has invested little in Israel
in recent years, despite both coun-
tries having flourishing technology
industries.

Tokyo is a major donor the
Palestinian Authority as it seeks a
greater role in the Middle East in
line with its global aspirations.

"We consider Japan not only an
economic but also a political part-
ner which can play a role in the
process with the Palestinians,” an
Olmert adviser told AFP on condi-
tionofanonymuity.

India test-fires
sea-based
nuclear-capable
missile

AFP, New Delhl

India conducted its first test of a
nuclear-capable missile from an
undersea platform on Tuesday,
completing its goal of having air,
land and sea ballistic systems, the
defence ministry said,

The launch from a submerged
pontoon took place off India's
southeastcoastnear the portcity of
Visakhapatnam around 1:00 pm
(0730 GMT), a defence ministry
spokesman said.

"The test was successful. We are
waiting further detalls,” said the
spokesman who declined to be
named.

India announced earlier this
month that it would conduct its
first test of a submarine-based
ballistic missile named the K-15,
which has a top range of 700 kilo-
metres (438 miles).
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Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao (R) hold talks with US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice at the Zhongnanhai Chinese
leadership compound in Beijing yesterday. Rice urged China to use all its influence with North Korea to ensure the
reclusive Stalinist state moved ahead quickly with nuclear disarmament.
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Rice wins Chinese help
on NKorea nukes

AP, Beijing

Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice won a verbal assurance
Tuesday from China to use its
influence to jump-start the stalled
process of dismantling North
Korea's nuclear programmes. Yet it
was unclear when or how the
Chinese would follow through. In
broad discussions with Chinese
officials, Rice also won an agree-
ment from China to resume an on-
again, off-again human rights
dialogue with the United States
and she pleased her Chinese hosts
by restating firm US oppositionto a
Taiwanese referendum on United
Nations entry that has infuriated
Beljing.

But North Korea dominated the
talks and Rice urged China, which
has considerable leverage with its
Stalinist neighbour, along with
others n the six-nation denucleari-
sation effort, to "use all influence
possible” with Pyongyang to meet
Its pledges to the group.

"I believe that all of the parties

to the six-party talks have both an
obligation and an interest to make
certain that the obligations of the
first phase are carried out,” Rice
told reporters at a news conference
with Chinese Foreign Minister Yang
Jiechi."We are the cusp of Some-
thing very special here,” she said,
referring to the shutdown’ and
continuing disablement of North
Korea's main nuclear facility in
Yongbyon. "Now it is time to move
on because the denuclearisation of
the Korean peninsula is in every-
one sinterest.”

"What I am expecting from
China is what I am expecting from
others: Use all influence possible’
with the North Koreans to convince
them that it i1s time to move for-
ward,” Rice said.

Yang said China was "consis-
tently committed to the six-party
talks and the denuclearisation of
the Korean peninsula” and would
continue to work on the matter. But
he also made clear that Beijing had
already pressed the North hard on
the matter.
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A Pakistani army soldier walks on a snow covered mountain of Swat Valley in Shangla district on Monday. Pakistan

will !mt palt a military offensive in northwestern Swat Valley until all militants are cleared from the once-popular
tourist site, the region’s army commander said.

Pakistan army occupies
Swat Valley

440 militants captured in 3 months

AP, AFP, Uchrai Sar

Hardcore militants who seized
Pakistan's most scenic valley are
still holed up in its snowy heights,
three months after President
Pervez Musharraf sent in the army
to show his resolve against spread-
ing Islamic extremism.

Down below, life in the towns
that dot the Swat Valley has
returned to something approach-
ing normality. But bombings per-
sist and Mullah Fazlullah, the
firebrand cleric behind last year's
Taliban-style uprising, remains at
large.

Earlier Pakistani security forces
have arrested more than 440
Islamic "terrorists”, including 60
would-be suicide bombers, in the
last three months, the interior
ministry said on Tuesday.

The announcement comes

amid a wave of violence blamed on
al-Qaeda and the Taliban, includ-
Ing a suicide bombing near the
Pakistani military headquarters on
Monday that killed the army's
surgeon general.

‘Law enforcement and intelli-
gence agencies have arrested 442
terrorists and militants during the
past three months,” interior minis-
try spokesman Brigadier Javed
Cheematoldreporters.

Large quantities of explosives,
weapons, suicide jackets and hand
grenades were seized from the
suspects, Cheema said.

In November, the army
launched one of its biggest opera-
tions since Pakistan threw its sup-
port behind the US-led war against
terrorism six years ago. On
Monday, the military ferried jour-
nalists by helicopter to three moun-
taintop positions to show the

territory its more than 10,000-
strong force has retaken.

"About 90 percent of the area
has been cleared of the (militants),
and only about 10 percent, pockets
of resistance, are remaining,” said
army spokesman Maj Gen Athar
Abbas. "They have taken to the
heights. Hopefully those areas will
be takenback soon.”

Fazlullah leads a banned
extremnist group that sent rein-
forcements for the Taliban when
US forces invaded Afghanistan in
2001.

In Swat, he used his own FM
radio station to preach a harsh
brand of Islam and won a large
local following by pressing for the
introduction of Islamic law in the
poorly policed region.

He took up arms in July, calling
for holy war against the govern-
ment, and used his thousands of
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Major powers want Iran
sanctions vote soon

Tehran dismisses nuke documents as fake

AFP, AP, Washington/Tehran

The United States Monday pressed
for a prompt UN Security Council
vote on a new set of sanctons
against Iran over its disputed
nuclear programme, which Tehran
warned would harm the credibility
ofthe UN nuclearwatchdog.

The six major powers seeking
new sanctions want the 15-
member Council to adopt a resolu-
tion soon, a US Statement
Department spokesman said
Monday.

Western members of the coun-
cil said the vote on a third set of
sanctions against Iran was likely to
take place Friday. They felt conh-
dent there were enough votes to
ensure passage, which requires
nine votes and no veto from the five
permanent members.

The United States and its
Western allies want Tehran to halt
its uranium enrichment
programme, which they fear would
be used to build an atomic bomb.
Iran insists its nuclear programme
exists for civilian energy purposes.

Top officials of the council's hve
permanent members -- the United
States, Britain, France, China and
Russia -- plus Germany discussed
in Washington an International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
report released Fniday on Iran’s

nuclear activities and the next
steps at the UN panel, State
Department spokesman Tom
Caseysaid.

The United States and 1its
European allies are pushing for
new sanctions after the UN atomic
watchdog said it could sull not
confirm if the Iranian atomic drive
was peaceful.

"We continue to expect a vote
soon on the draft sanctions resolu-
tion currently being discussed in
NewYork,"” Caseysaidinastatement.

In New York, Iran's UN
Ambassador Mohammad Khazaee
said the "resolution will harm the
credibility” of the IAEA.

If the IAEA's credibilityis under-
mined by the Security Council,
Khazaee told a press luncheon:
"The big question would be that in
future: which credible agency 1s
going to monitor the nuclear activi-
tiesof other countries?”

The UN nuclear monitoring
agency presented documents
Monday that diplomats said indi-
cate Iran may have focused on a
nuclear weapons programme after
2003 theyearthataUS intelligence
reportsays such work stopped.

[ran again denied ever trying to
make such arms. Ali Ashgar
Soltanieh, the chief Iranian dele-
gate to the International Atomic
Energy Agency, dismissed the

information showcased by the
body as "forgeries.”

He and other diplomats, all
linked to the IAEA, commented
after a closed-door presentation to
the agency's 35-nation board of
intelligence findings from the US
and its allies and other information
purporting to show Iranian
attempts to make nucleararms.

A summarised US National
Intelligence Estimate, made public
late last year, also came to the
conclusion that Tehran was con-
ducting atomic weapons work. But
it said the Iranians froze such work
In 2003.

Khazaee said the Islamic
Republic had resolved all outstand-
ing questions raised by the agency
so far, and reiterated that Tehran
would not comply with the latest
council resolution because 1t was
based on allegations and "not on
the [AEAreport.”

"We believe that from the legal
point view, there is no basis to
consider the Iranian nuclear
programme in the Security
Council,” Khazaee said.

Britain and France introduced a
draft resolution at the Security
Council on Thursday. But non-
permanent members South Africa,
Indonesia, Libya and Vietnam have
expressed reservations about the
proposed resolution.
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Consultancy to facilitate MIS establishment

Enhance the Capacity of Department of Livestock Services Project of the Danida funded Agricultural
Sector Programme Support Il invites proposals from qualified and reputed consultancy
firms/consultants to facilitate establishment of the Management Information System (MIS) in the
Department of Livestock Services. The consultancy is scheduled to be started in April 2008, with an
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The project management reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals without assigning any

Md. Golam Mostafa
Project Director

US defence chief in
India to push arms
sales, military ties

AFP, New Delhi

US Defence Secretary Robert Gates
plunged into one of the world's
hottest arms market Tuesday,
saying rapidly expanding US-
Indian defence ties were in both
countries’ interests.

His arrival coincided with news
that India successfully tested its
first nuclear capable missile from a
submerged platform, completing
its goal of developing air, land and
sea-based ballistic missiles.

Asked if helping to arm an
emerging nuclear power carried
risks, Gates said, "We have to deal
with the world as we find it."

"India is the world's largest
democracy. It is in our interest to
develop this relationship, just as it

is in India’'s,” he told reporters in
New Delhi after strolling the
grounds of the tomb of 16th cen-
tury Mughal emperor Humayun.

He cited the ambitious schedule
of US-Indian exchanges and exer-
cises, and the growing defence
trade relationship.

He also expressed hope for
completion of a US-Indian civil
nuclear technology agreement that
has been held up by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh's communist
allies, but said that was not part of
his talks here.

Gates flew in from Indonesia,
where he also pledged strong US
support for arms sales to the
Indonesian military and 1its
emergence as a power in south-
east Asia.

Iraqi govt demands
Turkish withdrawal

Turkey targets main Kurd rebel camp

AP, AFP, Baghdad

The Iraqi government yesterday
denounced a recent Turkish incur-
sion and demanded an immediate
withdrawal of the troops from
northern Iraq.

Spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh said
the military action was a violation of
Iraqi sovereignty, and he called on
the Turkish government to engage
thelraqisindialogueinstead.

"The Iraqi Cabinet has
denounced the Turkish army’s
incursion,” al-Dabbagh said in a
televised statement after the gov-
ernment met to discuss the issue.
"The Cabinet calls on Turkey to
withdraw its troops immediately
and stop militaryinterference.”

Turkey launched the incursion
into northern Iraq on Thursday
against separatist rebels from the
Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK. The
PKKwantsautonomy for the predom-
inantly Kurdish southeastern Turkey
and rebels have carried out attacks in
Turkey from bases in Kurdish [raq. The
conflict started in 1984 and has killed
up to 40,000 people.

Turkish troops, backed by
fighter jets, closed in on a main
rebel base yesterday in their offen-
sive against Kurdish separatsts in
northern Irag that has so far
claimedatleast 170 lives.

Regional security forces in the
Kurdish-administered autonomous
region reported sustained fighting
overnight as Turkish soldiers

advanced onthe base inthe Zap area.

The camp, situated in a deep
valley just a six-kilometer (four-
mile) walk from the Turkish border,
has been identified by the military
as a major staging post used by
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK)
rebels to launch attacks into
Turkish territory.

The Turkish army says it has
killed 153 rebels and lost 17 soldiers
since it launched its cross-border
incursion against PKK bases in
northemn Iragon Thursday evening.

Turkey has assured the Iragi
government and the US military
that the operation would be limited
to attacks on rebels. The US and
European Union consider the PKK
a terrorist group.

Obama photo in turban,
robe causes stir

AP, Washington

A photograph circulating on the
Internet of Democratic Sen Barack
Obama dressed in traditional local
garments during a visit to Kenya in
2006 is causing a dustup in the presi-
dential campaign over what consu-
tutesasmear.

I'he Associated Press photograph
portrays Obama wearing a white
turban and awraparound white robe
presented to him by elders in Wajir, in
northeastern Kenya. Obama's
estranged late father was Kenyan and
Obama visited the country in 2006,
attracting thousands of well-wishers.

The gossip and news Web site The
Drudge Report posted the photo-
graph Monday and said it was being
circulated by "Clinton staffers” and
quoted an e-mail from an unidenti-
fied campaign aide. Drudge did not
include proof of the e-mail in the
report.

"I just want to make it very clear
that we were not aware of it, the
campaign didn't sanction it and
don't know anything about it,"
Clinton spokesman Howard Wolfson
said in a teleconference with report-
ers, "None of us have seen the e-mail
in question. If anybody has inde-
pendent reporting that they've done
onitlwould welcomeit.”

Obama, in an interview with
WOAI radio in San Antonio, Texas,
said voters are "saddened when they
seethesekind of politics.”

"Everybody knows that whether
it's me or Senator Clinton or Bill
(linton that when you travel to other
countries they ask you to try on

traditional garb that you have been
given as a gift," he said. "The notion
that the Clinton campaign would be
trying to circulate this as a negative
on the same day that Senator Clinton
was giving a speech about how we
repair our relationships around the
worldissad.”

PHOTOD AP
Sen Barack Obama, D-lllinois, right,
is dressed as a Somali Elder by
Sheikh Mahmed Hassan, left, during
his visit to Wajir, a rural area in
northeastern Kenya, near the bor-
ders with Somalia and Ethiopia in
this file photo of Aug 27, 2006.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY

We are an IATA & FIATA approved well established International
Air & Ocean Freight Forwarding Company, inviting applications
from qualified personnel for the following post. ~

SENIOR OPERATIONS EXECUTIVE - AIR FREIGHT

The candidate should posses minimum a Degree from a
recognized University. Minimum 2 years experience in a similar
capacity and preference will be given to those who have

experience

in an airline or freight forwarding company.

Computer literacy and well-developed English communication

skills are compulsory.

The prospective candidates for the above post should apply only
by post or courier along with detailed C.V, Copies of relevant
certificates and two recent passport size photographs (color).
Salary negotiable. Those who are interested should apply to
following address within 7 days from this advertisement, with at
least two non-related references with their contact details &
telephone numbers. Only short listed candidates will be called for

an interview.
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DARY EXPRESS GROUP

SINCE 1970

The Manager - HRD

Bangladesh

Dart Express Bangladesh (Pvt) Ltd.
House No-2, Road No-54/A
Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212




