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5 party men planned
murder of Khulna AL

leader Manjurul Imam

His son names plotters in Khulna court

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Five influential leaders of Awami
League (AL) were involved in the
plan for murder of Khulna city
president of the party advocate
Manjurul Imam.

Abdullah Harun Rumi, eldest
son of the slain AL leader and a
prosecution witness of the case,
said this while submitting depo-
sition during trial of the murder
case in Khulna Divisional Speedy
Trial Tribunal yesterday.

Rumi named the five planners
of the murder before Judge Abdus
Salam Shikder of Speedy Trial
Tribunal.

The judge recorded his state-
ment at a jam-packed courtroom
and fixed March 2 as the next date
for hearing of prosecution wit-
nesses.

The planners of the murder, as
named by Rumi, are General
Secretary of Khulna City Awami

Manjurul Imam

League Mizanur Rahman Mizan,
General Secretary of Khulna
district unit and ex-whip of Jatiya
Sangsad Mostafa Rahidi Shuja,
his younger brother Mozaffar
Rashidi Doja, former mayor of
Khulna City Corporation (KCC)
Kazi Aminul Huq and KCC com-
missioner elected from Ward No
23 Imam Hasan Chowdhury

Moina.

The five AL leaders had
planned to kill his father follow-
ing intra-party squabbles, Rumi
told the court as one of the prose-
cution witnesses of the case.

Nineteen out of 60 prosecu-
tion witnesses have so far submit-
ted deposition during trial of this
case.

Rumi also named before the
court eight other leaders of the
party as witnesses of the murder
plan.

They are present President of
Khulna City AL and former law-
maker Talukder Abdul Khaleque,
ex-lawmaker Begum Mannujan
Sufian, General Secretary of
Bagerhat district AL and freedom
fighter Kamruzzaman Tuku,
president of Khulna Sadar thana
AL and Ward Commissioner
Ajmol Ahmed Tapan, president of
Sondanga upazila unit Abul
Kalam Azad, Sramik League

leader Milon, ex-ward commis-
sioner Birendra Nath Ghosh and
Jubo League leader Sohel.

Abdullah Harun Rumi told the
court that real killers of his father
and the planners and financiers
behind the incident have been
leftoutofthe charge sheet.

"My father was quite aware of
the conspiracy hatched by party
leaders to murder him. The party
leaders 1 have named must be
quizzed to know the fact behind
the murder as they were planners
and financiers,” Rumi told the
court.

All the four charge-sheeted
accused Ganesh, Ripon, Shukur
and Shahadat were present in the
court,

Advocate Manjurul Imam,
advocate Bijon Bihari and rick-
shaw-puller Salam were killed in
a bomb attack on August 25 night
in 2003 in front of Manjurul's
residence in Khulna city.

11 bombs

recovered in
Jhenidah

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Police recovered 11 bombs, three
Ell;pe-guns. two bullets and several

bomb-making materials from
the district town and an adjoining
village on Sunday night.

Tipped off, a police team of
Kﬂtwnh Police Station conducted a
search in the bushes at Madhugram
village behind Sharothi rice mill of
the town and recovered 11 bombs,
two pipe-guns and several kg
bomb-making materials at around
9:30pm.

In another drive the same night,
Kotwali police recovered a pipe-gun
and two bullets from a house at
Chasra Rai para of the town.

Officer-in-Charge Abul Bashar of
Jessore Sadar Police Station con-
firmed the recovery incidents.

Arrest warrant
against Sirajganj
BNP president

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sirajgan]

A court here yesterday issued warrant
against Sirajganj district BNP presi-
dent Mokaddes Ali in a case for alleg-
edly realising Tk 61 lakh as toll from a
contractor.

Abdul Mannan, vice president of
district Sechchasebok Dal and owner of
a construction firm, lodged the case
againstMokaddesh on June 10]astyear.

In the case, Mannan complained
that Mokaddesh realised about Tk 61
lakh as toll when he bought a huge
quantity of iron scraps on auction
from the local power development
office.

ACC notice on
Srimongal BNP
leader Mohsin to
submit wealth info

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

The Ant Corruption Commission
(ACC) hasissued anoticeon BNP leader
and former chairman of Srimongal
Pourasava Mohsin Miah Modhu to
submithiswealthstatement

ACC Deputy Director in Sylhet
Md Nasir Uddin went to 'Mohsin
Nibash', Srimongal town resi-
dence of Mohsin Sunday after-
noon to serve the notice but did

not find any body'theé. The ACC-|

official then hung the notice at the
gate of the house, sources said.
The ACC also sought wealth state-
ment of Mohsin's wife and
dependents.

The notice signed by Md Nasir
Uddin also said that if Mohsin Miah
failed to submit the statement,
steps will be taken against him
accordingto law.

Mohsin is on the latest ACC list of
80 suspected corruption suspects.

Reception to 4 language
heroes in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A reception was accorded to
four renowned language heroes
of the district at Pabna Annada
Gobinda Public Library audito-
rium yesterday.

They are Aminul Islam
Badsha, Mahbubur Rahman,
Lutfar Rahman and Raushan
Jan Chowdhury. Three of the
language heroes alread}'Passed
away. Their family members
took crests at the function.

Benevolent Foundation, a
development organization
and Nilmon Gallery, a
research organization jointly
organized the reception for
the first time in history of
Pabna to pay homage to the
language heroes.

Freedom fighter Md Baby

[slam and president of Pabna
Diabetic Association chaired
the function.

Speakers stressed on preser-
vation of true history of lan-
guage movement and libera-
tion war of Bangladesh for
greater interest of the nation.

Among others, veteran poli-
tician and former lawmaker
Advocate Golam Hasnayan,
Advocate Amjad Hossain;" lan-
guage veteran Ranesh Moitro,
columnist Rashid Haidar, presi-
dent of Pabna Bar Association
Advocate Jahir Ali Kaderi,
elderly journalist Anwarul
Haque, president of Pabna Pres
Club Rumi Khondokar,
Principal of Government
Bulbul College Shibjit Nag
addressed.

BSF kills 2 on Jhenidah,
Kurigram borders

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Indian Border Security Force
(BSF) shot dead two unidentified
youths on the border areas of
Chowgachha upazilain Jhenidah
and Nageshwari upazila in
Kurigram early yesterday and on
Sunday night.

BSF shot dead one unidenti-
fied youth and injured one
another at Basher Bhita border
under Nageshwari upazila of the
district yesterday morning,
reports our Kurigram correspon-
dent.

As two youths entered
Bangladesh territory at about
5:30am, BSF men shot them,
killing one on the spot and injur-
ing the other in the leg, said BDR
and locals.

Bangladeshi Tk 190 was found
in the pocket of the deceased and
he is possibly a Bangladeshi,
sources said.

Following the incident, a flag
meeting was held between the
BDR and BSE

Our Jhenidah Correspondent
adds:

BSF men of Mama Bhagna

camp fired a shot on Sunday

night and the body of 'a young
man was seen lying on
Bangladesh side of the barbed
wire on Andulia border yesterday
morning, said Abdul Awal, a
habilder of Chowgachha Mashila
BDR camp.

Later, BSF brought the body to
Indian territory.

Identity of the youth could not
be known.

Afforestation along coasts
can reduce disaster damage

PSTU seminar told

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Speakers at a seminar held at
Patuakhali Science and Technology
University (PSTU) yesterday
underscored the need for massive
afforestation along the coastal belt
to reduce damage in natural disas-
ters like cyclone and tidal wave.

Held at the conference room of
the university, the seminar was
presided by Prof Abdul Latf Masum
while University Grants Commission
(UGC) chairman Prof Nazrul Islam
was presentas chief guest.

Speakers stressed on creation of a
disaster management department or
nstitute on the campus to build tech-
nical hands. They proposed short and

long-terminitiativesin this regard.

Dhaka University (DU) Geography
and Environment Department chair-
man Prof AQM Mahbub presented
thekey-note paper.

Among others, DU Disaster
Research Training and
Management Centre director Dr
AHM Abdul Bukee, DU Geography
and Environment Department
teacher Prof Nazrul Islam Nazem,
Food and Disaster Management
joint secretary Pranab
Chakrabarty, Dr Mahumudul
Islam, expert of Comprehensive
Disaster Management Programme
(CDMP), SPARRSO principal scien-
tific officer Dr Jinnatul Islam and ,
PSTU Asstt Prof Golam Rabbani
addressed.

NARCOTICS CASE

Charge framing against
Mayor Kamran March 17

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The narcotics case filed against
detained Sylhet City Corporation
(SCC) mayor Badaruddin Ahmed
Kamran was shifted to Additional
District and Sessions Judge's Court
in Sylhetyesterday.

Charges in the case will be
framed on March 17, court sources
said.

After hearing, District and
Sessions Judge of Sylhet Md Abdul
Gafur ordered sending the case to
the said court yesterday. He also
fixed March 17 for framing charges
against the mayor.

Kamran was brought to Sylhet
Central Jail from Comilla Central

Jail on Sunday night and was put
befoie the judge yesterday.

Mayor Kamran was arrested in
the much-talked Kitchen Market
graft case early April last year. He
was released on interim bail given
by the High Court after amonth.

He was arrested again from the
city's Gulshan Hotel on May 28
night. Within hours, the joint forces
recovered one bottle of foreign
liquor, some FDR and other docu-
ments from his house at
Chhararparin the city.

Kotwali police filed a case
against the mayor under Narcotics
Act while another case started
against him under the emergency
power rules.

Trial of Tayebur's
case deferred

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Trial of the first extortion case
against detained Khulna City
Corporation (KCC) Mayor Sheikh
Tayebur Rahman has been
deferred till March 2.

The Court of Additional
District and Sessions Judge, Md
Nazrul Islam has deferred trial of
the extortion case against the
former mayor following filing of a
writ petition filed by Supreme
Court Advocate Kamrul Hugq
Siddiqui. He challenged the legal
basis of the extortion case filed by
suspended KCC official SM
Hafizur Rahman with Khulna
Sadar police station on November
1 lastyear.

The Additional district and
sessions judge 4th court, Khulna
Md Nazrul Islam has fixed March 2
as the next date of hearing.
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NATIONAL

Khagrachhari scouts parading a road in the hill district town yesterday as part of their awareness campaign to

save wildlife,

Protect forests, save wildlife

in CHT

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Speakers at a discussion meeting
here yesterday urged the govern-
ment to protect forests and the
ecology to save the wildlife in
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT).

They called for creating
awareness and strict enforce-
mentofenvironment laws.

The meeting, held at the Zilla
Shilpakala Academy hall room in
the hill town, was organised by
scouts.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC)
Mohammad Khalilur Rahman
was present as chief guest while
Pankhaiya Para High School
Headmaster and District Scouts
Coordinator Omar Faruk pre-
sided over the function.

They also urged local envi-
ronmental activists and NGO
officials to work united to save
the environment and the ecol-
ogy for the sake of humans.
Once the ecology is destroyed, it

creates a chain affect, which will
bing disaster for all, the speakers
said.

Officials, teachers, journal-
ists, NGO representatives and
civil society members and
enrironmentalists attended the
meeting.

After the meeting, a colorful
rally, joined by hundreds of - ]
people, was brought out in the
town to create awareness about
the need for protecting the envi-
ronment.
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