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Texthook delay costs 2 academic months

Students buying books at higher prices; serious spelling mistakes and factual errors alleged :

SHAHNAZ PARVEEN

Millions of schoolchildren in the
capital city and elsewhere have
already lost almost two months
of the academic year 2008 for not
getting the necessary textbooks
due to delay in delivering those
by the authorities.

Students said the delay in
getting new books has affected
their study and it will be difficult
for them to finish the course in
time.

Moreover, the primary and
secondary textbooks available in
the market bear enormous spell-
ing mistakes, factual errors, poor
quality paper and frail binding,
though the students and guard-
ians had to pay higher prices for
those.

"Teachers give us lessons from
old raggedy books but we could
not follow or finish our home
works because we are yet to get
all the necessary books,” said
Meem, a class eight student of
Donia AK High School and
College in the city.

"I had only three books --
Bangla, English and Math -- in

January,” she added.

Iffat Kabir, a class eight stu-
dent of Mohammadpur
Preparatory Higher Secondary
(Girls) School said, "I had Bangla
second paper class test on
February 16 but I could not buy
new books on the subject before
February 15."

"Marks of class tests are added
to the total marks at the end of
the year. So the delay in getting
books will affect my results,” she
added. -

"After buying the new books
in mid-February [ discovered
that one of the books had upside
down print in several pages. The
binding is falling apart. There are
two different colours of paper in
one book," added Iffat.

A class six student of Railway
Government High School said, "I
have managed several used
books from one of the senior
students, They are raggedy and
have scribbles all over. And | feel
bad starting with someone else's
old books."

According to National
Curriculum and Textbook Board
(NCTB), around 1.93 crore cop-
ies of secondary level textbooks

have been printed this year.
Eighteen lakh more books were
expected to hit the market in a
day or two. But publishers said
still there will be a shortage of
around 32 lakh books.

The books are printed and
marketed through 155 printing
and publishing houses,

The usual printing season of
textbooks is from November to
March. Secondary level books
are usually printed in three
phases and marketed by January
21.

Most parents and students
said they had to pay additional
Tk 10 to 12 for each book
although secondary level books
are supposed to be sold at a sub-
sidised price.

Monirul Islam Bhuiyan, a
resident of Donia, said, "I had to
go to Banglabazar five times till
mid February to buy the whole
set of books for my son. But I did
not get more than three books
before the end of January.”

“The sellers asked for more
than the original price. I had to
pay double the price for the
entire set,” healleged.

Ashit Das, father of a class two

EXPERTS ON THE TEXTBOOK SHORTAGE _

Waste of time forces
them to go too fast

Experts say the shortage of
textbooks and delay In getting
them have serious effect on the
students and their parents.
“Promotion from one class to
another is like an adventure for a
student. Getting new books, their
fresh smell, all the new stories and
poems in them are supposed to be
exiting for the children. But unfor-
tunately our students have to start
every new academic year with a
disappoimtment. This disappoint-

Serajul Islam Chy
ment affects their frame of mind. They lose interest in study,” said
noted academician Professor Serajul Islam Choudhury.

He said the total amount of time the schoolchildren get to
complete their syllabus is not adequate. Moreover, the waste of
time at the beginning of the academic year forces the students to
gobble down the syllabus too fast without really learning anything.

“Those who are accountable for brining out textbooks need
to realise the magnitude of their responsibility and how much
damage the yearly mismanagement is causing for children and
the entire education system of the country,” Prof Serajul said.

“This is not just a setback for only one person or a school.
There is a bigger picture. This affects all Bangladeshi people
collectively. Itis forcing our children to lag behind,” he said.

-

Ekushey Padak.

pointed out.

It has become regular
feature, just stop it

One of the leading experts of |[EEEEEEE—E.
education policy Professor B
Muzaffer Ahmad said the current
textbook crisis in the country is a
general reflection of the education
sector of Bangladesh. The crisis
has become a reguar phenome-
non and it has to be altered.
“Unavailability of textbooks at
the beginning of every academic
year delays classes. It has sen-
ous impact on the education,
especially when we are trying to increase the literacy rate in the
country,” said Prof Ahmad, one of the winners of this year's

Prof Ahmad suggested that the current monopoly of brining
out textbooks only through National Curriculum and Textbook
Board (NCTB) has to be altered.

“There should be multiple choices for schools and students.
There are many publishers brining out high quality books,” he

“NCTB can approve a list of books for the schools. The
school management will select the appropriate and best ones
from the list. This is being practised in many countries around
the world,” Prof Ahmad said.

student at Siddheshwari Girls
High School, said, "I managed
several used books in Januarybut
[ did not want my kid to start her
school year with old books. She
did not find her studies interest-
ing because ofold books."

Headmasters of different
government schools of the city
complained of serious spelling
mistakes in different books.
"Teachers have to correct the
spellings when they give lessons.
There are factual errors too," said
one of the headmasters on con-
dition of anonymity.

The teachers said they would
take makeup classes during
holidays to complete the sylla-
bus in time. “We have to take
makeup classes almost every
year either for book shortage or
for other problems such as politi-
cal programmes,” said another
teacher.

Asked about the ongoing
shortage of books, Abu Taher,
president, Bangladesh
Publishers and Booksellers
Association said, "This year the
textbook board made a mistake
in assessing the demand for
textbooks. Usually they sit with
us before the printing season and

we fix an estimated number of
books to be printed, but this time
theydid notsitwithus.”

"Many childrenin Bangladesh
usuallyrely on old books because
they cannot afford to buy new
ones. Around 30 percent of the
demand is met by old books. The
average demand is ascertained
based on this percentage," he said.

Taher mentioned that this
year secondary students opted
for new books for various rea-
sons which might have created
the crisis.

Explaining the possible rea-
sons, he said many new topics
including liberation war and
rights of the physically chal-
lenged have been added in the
new textbooks of class 6, 7 and 8.
The 2010 examination will have
new form of questions and rules.
Samples of these questions have
been printed in the new books
forclass 9.

"This is one ofthe reasons why
the students have opted for new
books. Another reason is the
Vocational Education Board has
started to use NCTB books from
this year. The vocational stu-
dents have bought around
80,000 books, creating additional

pressure,” he observed.

"We informed NCTB about
the book shortage verbally on
January 17 and officially on
January 20. We also held meet-
ings on January 27 about the
textbook crisis and distribution
mismanagement. However, they
still remain silent,” Taher said.

Contacted, Professor Dr M
Masir Uddin, chairman, National
Curriculum and Textbook Board,
admitted theshortage of books.

He said, “We are aware of the
secondary level textbook short-
age in the market. The problem is
being addressed. Eighteen lakh
new books are now in printing
process. The new lot will hit the
market by February 24."

“We have also identified a
disparity between the prices of
paper and primary level books.
NCTB always gives subsidy on
paper so that guardians can buy
textbooks at a low price,” he said
replying to a question of higher
prices of books.

“We are working to find a
permanent solution to the crisis
that comes almost every year. We
are trying to find out a solution
that will be acceptable to every-
one,” hesaid.

DCC playing dubious role on public places

TAWFIQUE ALI

----------------------------------------------------

The role of Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) in maintain-
ing the city's parks, playgrounds
and open spaces has always been
dubious, leaving these public
placesinadeplorablestate.

Though custodian of most of
the city parks and playgrounds,
the DCC has miserably failed to
provide the city dwellers with the
minimum breathing space, said
eminent city dwellers.

The aggrieved people alleged
that the DCC authorities have
consistently let the scanty open
spaces to be misused, plundered
or destroyed by certain quarters.

Prof Serajul Islam Choudhury,
head of an advisory committee
on DCC's park development and
beautification, said that the city
corporation must be account-
able for what role it has been
playing to conserve the parks
and playgrounds.

"Wasteful use of the play-
grounds is unacceptable and it is
all the more unacceptable when
DCCitselfindulges init,” he said.
...It 18 very unjust to use a
playfield on commercial basis.”
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Despite widespread public
outcry, the DCC rents out the
playgrounds allowing commer-
cial events like fair, music con-
certs and wedding ceremonies in
exchange of money, denying the
community of their right to open
space and sporting facility,
alleged locals.

Apart from Kalabagan Krira
Chakra occupying Kalabagan
Children's Park, Dhanmondi
Club using Dhanmondi play-
ground, Dhanmondi Cricket
Academy occupying a children’s
park and Gulshan Youth Club
occupying Gulshan Central Park,
there are more examples.

According to a survey of June
2007 conducted by DCC, Shahid
Park (Makil Park) in
Mohammadpur is being used
commercially. Shyamoly Shishu
Mela (children's park) is being
used as a commercial amuse-
ment park.

Narinda Shishu Park has been
divided into several portions. A
clubhouse occupies Outfall Staff
Quarter Shishu Park (ward no-
86). Igbal Road Shishu Park
(Udayjal ground) in
Mohammadpur and Hazaribagh
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Kasaitola Park are in possession
of two clubs.

Dhupkhola playground (DCC
ward no-81) has been occupied
with a rent-a-car office, rental
cars, public toilet and a restau-
rant, says the DCC survey. One
portion is occupied with a rick-
shaw garage, a shop of construc-
tion materials and two other
shops.

As per findings of Bangladesh
Paribesh Andolon (Bapa), Haji
Alim Eidgah Math in Bakshibazar
is at the disposal of Orient
CricketAcademy. The academy is
sponsored by a company that
uses the playground for loading
and unloading of goods of the
company. A kitchen market is
located within the playground.

Shyamoli pisciculture play-
ground is in possession of
Shyamoli Club and a kitchen
market.

Prof Muzaffer Ahmad, a noted
environmentalist, said- DCC is
duty-bound to preserve and
protect open space for the peo-
ple as. obligated by its institu-
tional mandate. .

“But the DCC has consistently
been apathetic to conservation

of open space and devoid of
commitment, as the corporation
itself has destroyed a good many
open spaces in the old part of
Dhaka,” said Prof Ahmad. “My
perception is that DCC is benefi-
ciary of illegal money making
game out of parks and play-
grounds by different sections.”

President of the Institute of
Architects Bangladesh (IAB)
Mubasshar Hussain said DCC
takes monetary benefits renting
out playgrounds for different
commercial purposes particu-
larly in the way of arranging
cattle markets in connivance
with some sports clubs.

DCC rented out the play-
ground of Gulshan Central Park
to an organisation to hold a fair of
handicrafts on December 1, and
then a wedding ceremony on
December 26 last year. The field
remained occupied with such
functions throughout January
this year.

A source at the DCC Estate
Department said that DCC earns
Tk 23,334 per day renting out the
Gulshan Central Park play-
ground.

Shirin Shila, joint general

secretary of Gulshan Society, said
use of playgrounds for fair and
concerts creates nuisance in the
residential area. Traffic conges-
tion takes such a proportion that
it becomes very difficult for the
residents to move in thelocality.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
presently runs grocery shops at
many of the city's children's
parks and playgrounds.

However, the city mayor has
expressed his ignorance over the
alleged moneymaking game
with parks and playgrounds and
theirabuse.

The mayor, Sadeque Hossain
Khoka, said they have neither
authorised nor appointed any
clubs to maintain public play-
grounds and use them exclu-
sively. :

“I have no idea that they rent
out these public spaces and
make money out of them,” he
said. “Whoever may do itis doing
illegally.”

Responding to the allegation
that DCC authorities themselves
are beneficiaries of the monetary
gain made out of public play-
grounds, the mayor said, “Itis not
in my knowledge.”

DCC Chief Executive Officer
Mohammad Alauddin said they
are going to take actions to
retrieve the public parks and
playgrounds now under
unauthorised occupancy.

“But we cannot carry out any
eviction drives at the moment, as
we have no executive magistrates
atpresent,” he said.

An unspecified number of city
parks and playgrounds are either
commercially used in this man-
ner or in unauthorised posses-
sion.

Former adviser to the youth
and sports ministry and Bapa
Vice-president SM Shahjahan
said that it is obviously an abuse
of public playgrounds. “I think
the government should take
stern action against such
improper use of publicspace,” he
said.

He also said the National
Sports Council and the Ministry
of Youth and Sports can play a
vital role in this regard. The min-
istryinarecentletter directed the
authorities concerned, including
the DCC, not to use playgrounds
for purposes other than sports
and games.

l!tt-iliiil-ll'lqll.llif!r:;_l#i.

"'l!!.iti}iiciiti_'lll’lbi:l-tii

AA N e e A

o 4 "'.'-.'-'! g ol S
‘countries 1o waitcn

b A yoa KV RS e Y T e
l_ _:"- ‘ﬁ:ﬂt‘:‘h et f-_!h.".L: ek r...-, b ,._".-!.1;.' YEaks -

TRy

TR

oy

L iy v g
e L N\ BN
: ’”"ﬂ:: t"‘ 1

!._11'*-' '_,""_'I' . i
e i, pel T, ‘..:.T-T-.J..' T

#
4-4‘_‘ "5
S e

i A Bl W W

e

I £ Lis g




