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Dhoni asked to
change gloves

REUTERS, Sydney

India captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni was asked to change his
wicketkeeping gloves during his
team's tri-series match against
Australia on Sunday after pulling off
aspectacular catch to dismiss Adam
Gilchrist.

Former Australia wicketkeeper
lan Healy, commenting on local
television, said the gloves were in
breach of the rules because they had
extra webbing between the thumb
and the forefinger.

Under the sport’s regulations,
the webbing is not allowed to pro-
trude “beyond the straight line
joining the top of the index finger to
the top of the thumb”,

Dhoni saidd he had agreed to
change his gloves as soon as he was
informed that the match referge
wanted to inspect them

“There was no point creating
controversy so | said I'll change the
gloves, " he toldanews conference.

Dhoni said he was unaware there
was any problem with his gloves as he
beenusing the same typeall season.

"It's up to the match referee, I've
been using them for quite Some
time,” he said, "It's an exact replica
of the ones | was using in the test
series so that's all [knowaboutit.”

WOMEN'S CRICKET
South Africa
rout Pakistan

AFP, Stellenbosch (South Africa)

Opening bowler Alicia Smith took
five wickets for seven runs as South
Africa crushed Pakistan by eight
wickets in the final of the Women's
World Cup Qualifier tournament at
the Stellenbosch University ground
Sunday:.

Pakistan were bowled out for 61
after winning the toss and batting in
sunnyweather. South Africa needed
only 13.4 oversto secure victory.

Consolation for Pakistan was
that they qualified for the Women's
World Cup in Australia in March
2009 because the top two teams
from the tournamentwent through

Smith struck with her first deliv-
ery when she trapped Bismah
Maroof leg before wicket and she
conceded only two runs off the bat
in eight overs. She bowled five
wides

Extras were the highest contribu-
tor to the total with 26, including 15
wides

Only opener Tasqeen Qadeer,
with 12, reached double figures for
Pakistan -- and she was dropped at
second slip' off Dinesha Devnarain
off the third ball of the match before
she had scored.

Pakistan's strength during the
tournament was their bowling and
Asmavia Igbal struck twice with the
new ball to reduce South Africato 13
for two. But Claire Terblanche and
Susanna Benade put on an
unbeaten 48 for the third wicket.

South African captain Cn-Zelda
Brits said her ream had worked
hard. "Now we want to be a team
that competes at the World Cup,”
she said. South Africa were forced to
play in the qualifying event after
finishing seventh of the eight teams
that played in the 2005 World Cup
played in South Africa.

Pakistan captain Uroo) Mumtaz
said she was disappointed with her
team's batting but proud that they
had qualified for the World Cup.

"We don't play that many inter-
national games but we know that we
will be facing some good teams at
the World Cup so we will have to step
up as far as our batting is con-
cerned,” said Mumtaz.

Ryder out for
three months

AFP, Wellington

Rising New Zealand star Jesse Ryder
is out of cricket for up to three
months after injuring his hand in a
bar celebrating New Zealand's one-
day senies win over England, offi-
cials said Sunday.

Ryder damaged an index finger
and thumb when he broke a window
early Sunday while trying to access a
toiletwhich had been locked.

New Zealand officials said it
would be six weeks before Ryder
could start light training and up to
three months before he can play
competitively again.

The 23-year-old requires a
reconstruction to the exterior ten-
donon his index finger, a flap recon-
struction and a skin graft.

Ryder partnered Brendon
McCullum at the top of the New
Zealand innings in Christchurch on
Saturday when they puton 100in 11
overstolaythe platformfora34-run
win to take the series 3-1.

Did U Know?

The prize money in the 1968 edition of the
Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships
was 2,000 pounds in Men's Singles, 750
pounds in Ladies’ Singles, 800 pounds in
Men's Doubles and 450 pounds in Ladies’
Doubles.
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Russian star Maria Sharapova makes aforehand return against Polish Agnieszka Radwanska during their Qatar Open semifinal in Doha on Saturday.

Sharapova marches on

@ Tennis

AFP, Doha

Maria Sharapova maintained her
unbeaten record in 2008 with a
hard-hitting win over Agnieszka
Radwanska which carried her to
the final of the 2.5 million dollar
Qatar Openon Saturday:.

The Australian Open champion
beat the 18-year-old Pole, who has
just reached the world's top 20 for
the first time, 6-4, 6-3, a scoreline
which also means Sharapova has
stillonly dropped one set this year.

Sharapova will now face compa-
triotVera Zvonareva, who ended the
giant-killing run of China’s Li Na, 3-
6,6-3, 6-31inthe other semifinal.

The great improvement in
Sharapova's serving shown In
Melbourne - made possible by the
recovery from the shoulder prob-
lem which blighted her tennis last
year - was again in evidence, and
was supplemented by a strident
policy with her returning,

"Iwas a litlebitworned coming
here because I had done a lot of
travellingand whenlgotherel hada
little cold, and because ol the court
change my body was feeling it. I
thought 'here we go again,’” said
Sharapova, referring to her health
and fitness problems of2007.

"Butonce [ got more practice on
the courts | felt better and 1t all
started to come together.

I do feel physically stronger,”
she said when complimented on
the quality of her court coverage in
this match. "But the most impor-
tant thing is to go into a match you
really want to win and to consis-
tentydoit.”

Sharapova took the ball early

and forcefully, risking a few errors
but creating constant pressure, a
policy which particularly paid off
during a crucial phase in the mid-
dle of the second set.

‘It was a good opportunity for
me to play someone who had
beaten me," Sharapova said, refer-
ring to the fact that she had lost to
Radwanska the last time they met,
at the US Open in New York five
months ago.

"Radwanska played well at the
start of the match and I almost
went 3-0 down," the fourth seed
added.

"I had to play good tennis to get
it back. It wasn't an easy match; it
was quite tough out there, but I was
abletodo thejob.

After regaining parity early on,
Sharapova made a breakthrough in
the seventh game, being particu-
larly severe on any second serves,
and converting the break point
with a withering inside out fore-
hand winner.

She then prevented an immedi-
ate break back from Radwanska,
who at this stage was somenmes
the more creative and dangerous
player in the longer rallies, with
some brilliantdefending.

Sharapova was 30-40 down on
herserve, and though notknown as
the quickestplayeraboutthe court,
scrambled the ball back three times
to inducing a smashing error from
Radwanska.

That helped her to 5-3 and
Sharapova closed out the first set
with her most impressive game, a
service game to love, which
included two fine first serves,
setting up winners and an ace.

After exchanging breaks in the
opening two games, the second set
hinged on the fifth game, when

Sharapova's threatening returns
pressurized Radwanska into a
double faultto go love-40 down.

When she saved two break
points in the eighth game, it effec-
tively ended Radwanska's resis-
tance, though she had done
enough to suggest she should be a
top ten player of the not-tao-
distantfuture.

“llost to Zvonareva the |last time
[ played as well, so I don’t want to
lose to her again either,” Sharapova
sald ominously.

However, Zvonareva looks to
have recovered from the ankle
injury which was bothering her
recently and could be dangerous
again.

Always a player displaying great
talent, but sometimes of variable
temperament, discovered the
ability to impose herself on the
matchattwo crucial moments.

First she broke back for two-all
in the second set and took nine
points in a row to change the char-
acter of a contest which the heavy-
hitting player from Wuhan had
dominated.

Then, after going a break down
again in the final set, Zvonareva hit
a hot streak at the finish, dropping
only six points in the last four
games.

Li, who had beaten three top 20
players in the previous three
rounds, eventually began to lose
some of her consistency and con-
tributed to her own downfall with a
rising errorratio.

She attributed her good form
here to "her husband who has
given her a credit card”, a piece of
humour which disguises what is
almost certainly a great deal of
work whilst off the circuit for half of
2007,

Gambhir
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overall in fine style, playing some
attractive, powerful and creative
strokes square of the wicket.

He took 109 balls to reach his
century, with nine fours,

Gambhir saved his best shot for
after the milestone, lofting Hogg
into the crowd over mid-wicket,
but the spinner had his revenge in
his nextover.

Earlier, Australia’s batsmen
burst out of the doldrums, led by
Ponting,

Sparked by a flying start from
Gilchrist, Matthew Hayden and
Ponting that saw them reach 100 in
the 12th over, the home side capi-
talised on the first use of a bats-
man-friendly wicket.

Ponting finally put his tri-series
woes behind him to score his 26th
one-dayinternational century.

The Australian captain, Hayden
and Gilchrist were particularly
savage on recalled fast bowler
Shanth Sreesanth, whose first spell
cost 37 runs from just four overs,

However, he did manage to take
the wicket of Gilchrist who looked
in ominous form but was bnlliantly
caught by a diving Dhoni for 16 off
justseven balls.

Ponting picked up where
Gilchrist left off, with a string of
aggressive shots straight down the
ground.

When Sreesanth was duly taken
off, Ponting welcomed new bowler
[rfan Pathan by pulling his first ball
over mid-wicket for six.

He reached his century from
just 111 balls, with six fours and the
one six, before holing out from the
bowling of Sreesanth in the quest
forlate runs.

The previously out-of-form
Andrew Symonds welcomed the
flat wicket to add some late innings
fireworks with 59 from 49 balls,
while Hayden rode his luck with a
string of agricultural shots through
the on-side, including a six over
mid-wicket off Sharma, before
beingrunoutfor54.

All the Indian bowlers were
punished, with Sreesanth conced-
ing 58 from eight overs and Pahan

ton goes

73 from nine.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the tenth one-day
international of the
Commonwealth Bank Series
between Australia and India at the
Sydney Cricket Ground on Sunday:
AUSTRALIA

Gilchristc Dhoni B Gilchrist 16
Hayden runout 54
Ponting c Pathan b Sreesanth 124
Clarke c R Sharmab Sehwag 31

Symondsb Ishant 59
Husseynotout 15
Hopesrun out 4
Leerunout 0
Extras: (Ib-5, w-8,nb-1) 14

Total: (For7wktsin50overs) 317
Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-131, 3-194,
4-296,5-304,6-317,7-317

Did notbat: Hogg, Bracken, Clark

Bowler O INL T
Sreesanth L Y e
[shant 10 ) N ) |
Pathan 9 0 R |
Harbhajan ST 1 L | R
Sehwag et U]
Yuvraj & 0839 70
INDIA

Sehwag c Gilchristb Clark 17
Tendulkarlbwb Lee 2
GambhirstGilchristbHogg 113

RSharmacGilchristbBracken 1

Yuvrajc Gilchristb Clark 5
DhonicLee by Gilchrist 36
UthappacHusseyb Lee 51
Pathan c Brackenb Hopes 22
Harbhajan c Gilchristb Lee 20
Sreesanth notout 3
Ishantb Lee 2

Extras: (b-6,1b-5,w-12,nb-4) 27
Total: (Alloutin 49.1 overs) 299
Fall of wickets: 1-3, 2-45, 3:46, 4-51,
5-149,6-216,7-257,8-290,9-290

Bowler @ B e | B
Lee 9.1 1 -58: 5§
Bracken 10 ~eB88.< ]
Clark S0 (1 SRS ) j | S,
Hopes & - dkgl 3
Hogg 2 e | U T
Clarke 5 g 33 .0

Result: Australiawon by 18 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Ricky
Ponting.

Toss: Australia.

Umpires: Daryl Harper and Tony
Hill.

Easy win

FROM PAGE 17

Mariner Youngs Club (171) by
four wickets at BKSP, Azad SC
(234-) defeated Young Pegasus
(192) by 42 runs at the
Jahangirnagar University ground,
Bangladesh Boys Club (213-9)
defeated Agrani Bank (192) by 21
runs at BKSP and Khelaghar SKS
(212) edged Lalmatia Club (207)
by five runs at the Dhaka
University ground.

Ashraful is
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BANGLADESH: Second innings
Siddiquic Boucher b Kallis 74

Iqbal b Steyn 2
Nafeeslbwb Steyn 16
Bashar Ibw b Steyn 2
Ashraful c Boucher b Ntini 24
Aftab Ibw b Steyn 24
Shakib ¢ Boucherb Kallis 3
Mushfigurc Boucher b Kallis 2
Rafique b Kallis 14
Mortaza ¢ Smith b Kallis 11
Shahadat notout |
Extras: (Ib-4, w-1,nb-4) 9

Total: (Alloutin 73 overs) 182
Fall of wickets: 1-3, 2-25, 3-29, 4-
85, 5-148, 6-148, 7-151, 8-169, 9-
181

Bowler 0O M R W
Steyn 18« &2 TUH S
Ntini ok 4 " Fa
Morkel 17 3 43 0
Kallis 34 4 v 30ked
Botha et Vo U
McKenzie 2 0 4 0

SOUTH AFRICA: Second innings
McKenzie ¢ Bashar bShahadat 26

Smith Ibwb Rafique 62
AmlacSiddiquib Rafique 46
Kallis c Mortaza b Shahadat 7§
Prince notout 24
DeVilliers notout 8
Extras: (b-2,1b-2, w-1) >
Total: (For4 wktsin 57 overs) 178

Fall of wickets: 1-52, 2-125, 3-144,
4-144

Bowler O M R W
Mortaza 250 4% 0
Shahadat 14 0 48 2
Rafique 2% 4 AY NP
Shakib > R ) I/ TN |
Ashraful 2 0 6.0

India reject
Pak invite

REUTERS, Karachi

= —

India has rejected an invitation to
play a three-match one-day series
in Pakistan in March, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) said on
Sunday.

Pakistan asked India to play the
matches from March 12 in Lahore
after Australia's tour was reduced
to underamonth from 44 days.

“The president of the Indian
cricket board, Sharad Pawar, called
up and spoke 1o the (PCB) chair-
man explaining the tour was not
possible due to the tight schedule
of the Indian players,” a spokes-
man for the PCB said.

"The Indian board has said that
their players have been on tour for
the last three months and start a
home series against South Africa
from March 26 and are fatigued.”

The spokesman said the Indian
board had promised to play the
three matches in Pakistan before
the ICC Champions Trophy is held
inSeptemberand October,

"Obviously we are disappointed
because our players are already
short of cricket activities. But we
are hoping the Australians tour
from March 29 will go ahead as
scheduled," headded.

Australia are set to send a dele-
gation to Pakistan to inspect the
venues and security arrangements
before they confirm their tour.
Some of their players have con-
cerns aboutplaying in Pakistan.

Pakistan has also invited Sri
Lanka to playaone-day series.

Youths crash
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plays first-class cricket in Port
Elizabeth and looks up to former
South African opener and India’s
new coach Gary Kirsten, emerged
the tournament's leading bowler
with 14 wickets from four matches.

Abraham Pienaar chipped In
with two wicketsin one over.

India, seeded second behind
defending champions Pakistan,
proved the lucrative Indian
Premier League was no distraction
as they thrashed England at the
Kinrara Oval.

India sent England in to bat and
shot them out for 146 with left-arm
spinner Igbal Abdullah taking 3-29
and seamer Siddarth Kaul and left-
arm slow bowler Ravindra Jadeja
picking up two wickets each.

Opener James Taylor was the
only batsman to defy the accurate
Indian attackwith41.

Indian openers Sreevats
Goswami and Taruwar Kohli saw
off the new ball with a slow but
steady startof651n 20 overs.

Essex off-spinner Tom Westley
created a minor scare in the Indian
camp by removing star batsmen
Tanmay Srivastava and skipper
Virat Kohliin successive overs.

Taruwar Kohli, who hails from
Jalandhar in northern Punjab,
guided India home with an
unbeaten 63 and became the tour-
nament's leading scorer with 207
runs in fourmatches.

It can be mentioned that the
Indian team here have been
besieged with phone calls from IPL
agents over the past week offering
contracts reportedly ranging from
20,00010 50,000 dollars.

BRIEF SCORES

ENGLAND: 146 all out in 46 overs
(James Taylor 41, Ben Brown 24;
Igbal Abdullah 3-29, Siddarth Kaul
2-21,Ravindra Jadeja 2-23)

INDIA: 149-3 (Taruwar Kohli 63 not
out, Sreevats Goswami 26)

Result: India beat England by
seven wickets at Kinrara Oval.
SOUTH AFRICA: 242-8 in 50 overs
(Jonathan Vandiar 45, Wayne
Parnell 57; Subhasish Roy 2-30,
Rubel Hossain 2-41)
BANGLADESH: 41 all out in 11. 5
overs (Nasir Hossain 17; Wayne
Parnell 6-8, Matthew Arnold 1-25,
Abraham Pienaar 2-8)

Result: South Africa beat
Bangladesh by 201 runs at
Bayuemas Oval.

@he Baily Btar

IPL causes cash frenzy

I‘ﬁ l Cricket

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Cricket is poised for arevolution like
never before as the lucrative Indian
Premier League (IPL) takes shape,
but there are fears it could change
what was once a leisurely afternoon
sportforever.

It 1s not about nations playing
traditional Test cricket, the soul of
the game for more than a century, or
even one-day internationals or
World Cups. The IPLis essentially an
Indian Twenty20 domestic compe-
tition between eight city teams
owned by corporate giants and
movie stars who have hired the
world’'s best cricketers at mind-
boggling prices.

It is the nearest thing to Fantasy
Cricket and cricketers are rubbing
their eyes -- and wallets -- in disbe-
lielatthe huge paypackets offered to
them to take part in the inaugural
44-day, 59-match extravaganza
starting across cricket-mad India
from April 18.

In asportwhere onlyahandful of
top stars net more than a million
dollars a year in fees and endorse-
mentsfor their respective countries,
the IPL has showered riches like
never belore.

In an unprecedented auction of
players in Mumbai last week, bids
ranged from awhopping 1.5 million
dollars for India’s Twenty20 captain
Mahendra Singh Dhoni to the low-
est of 100,000 dollars for Sni Lankan
youngster Chamara Silva,

Young batsman Mano) Tewari,
who has played a solitary one-dayer
for India, was picked up by Delhi for
675,000 dollars even as world-

beating Australian captain Ricky
Ponting went for a surprisingly low
400,000 dollars to Kolkata.

“The market is determining the
players’ price. That is how a free
economy market flows,” said
Inderjit Bindra, a former Indian
cricket board president and an
influential member of the IPL's
governing council.

Pundits regard the IPL as a revo-
lution that will change the way
cricket is played and governed,
similar to Australian tycoon Kerry
Packer's rebel World Series Cricket
33 yearsago.

Packer, denied TV rights to
Australian cricket, bought the
world's best players in 1975 for a
pnivate series, introducing colour
clothing and day-night matches for
maximum television exposure.

The players were banned from
official cricket before a compromise
with the Australian Cricket Board
three years later saw Packer's
Channel Nine win the home rights
for all Tests and one-day interna-
tionals.

Thereis no threat of a ban on IPL
players because it is run by the
olhicial Indian body and has the
blessings of the International
Cricket Council (ICC) and boards
around the world.

“The IPL will make the Packer
years look like a storm in a teacup,”
said noted cricket writer Peter
Roebuck. "Now, for a second time,
authority totters under assault from
players aware of their market value.”

With dollars jingling in their
pockets, cricketers will put aside
fears of burnour from the already
overcrowded international sched-
ule to strut their stuff in the unbear-
able heatofthe Indian summer.

But Ponting fears the IPL could
lure cricketers away from the tradi-
tional festand one-day games.

"With the amount of money
being freely paid... there is a real
danger that some guys will find the
IPL more attractive than playing for
their countries,” Ponting wrote in
The Australian newspaper,

“And ifthere are potential stars of
Test or one-day cricket who might
have any sort of thoughts like that, |
think it is really dangerous for the
game.”

A consortium of Singapore-based
World Sports Group and India’s Sony
Television Network paid 1.026 billion
dollars for media rights of the IPL
overthe next 10 years.

The amount matches what Pan-
Asian ESPN-Star Sports bid last year
to win the rights for all ICC events till
2015, which includes two World
Cups, three Champions Trophy
events and the first two world
Twenty20tournaments.

IPL chairman Lalit Modi is confi-
dent franchise owners, who include
top Indian businessmen Mukesh
Ambani and Vijay Mallya and movie
stars Shahrukh Khan and Preity
Zinta, will get handsome returns for
their combined investments of
around 800 milliondollars.

"When you go out to set up a
business, it takes you a few years to
plan the same,” said Modi. "The
franchisees have bought a team,
which is an asset for life. If they build
itcorrectly, the sky's the limit.”

But critics remain sceptical.

“If the IPL is about money first, it
will fail,” wrote Simon Barnes in The
Times. "We watch sport for the pas-
sion, for the real thung, for the love.

"Whoring simply doesn’'t make
the Earth move.”

NI Cricket

Ca s gl o g e |

AFP, Sydney

Former national coach John
Buchanan has urged Australia’s
cricketers to tour Pakistan next
month as Cricket Australia pre-
pares for a government briefing
about travelling to the strife-torn
nation, reportssaid Sunday.

The latest Australian govern-
ment travel wamings for Pakistan
highlight "a very high threat of
terrorist attack, sectarian violence”
and “credible reports indicatung
terrorists are in the advanced stage
of planning attacks.”

But Buchanan, who retred as
coach after Australia’'s World Cup
triumph in the Caribbean last
April, believes the tour should go
ahead to prove terrorists cannot
disruptdaily life.

"I think it's bigger than cricket,”
Buchanan told Sydney's Sun-Herald
newspaper. "Cricket would be the
medium by which you can keep
making lifeasnormal as possible.

“In terms of terrorism or any of
those things that tend to dictate
how people behave, my point of

Buchanan's yes

view would be to keep living like
youwould normally live.

"I guess that's a philosophical
stance, but my opinion would be
definitely to go, not just to Pakistan
but if there were similar issues
anywhere.

“That would be my personal
viewpoint, obviously without
access to the information Cricket
Australiamighthave.”

Buchanan recalled how
Australia’s Ashes squad of 2001
toured England and stayed 1n
jelfast under the threat of attacks
from the IRA.

In 2005, Australia’'s players had
strong concerns about their safery
after the London bombings, in which
attacks on a bus and three under-
ground trains killed 56 people.

"We were heading down to
London when the tubes were
bombed,"” Buchanan said.

“Thatwasaconcern but we took
the approach to get there and make
our own assessment.

"On the 2001 tour, when we
travelled to London, there had
been some IRA bombings before
we got there. Once we got there the
locals told us the areas that were
sale and the areas thatweren't.

{o tour

“A lot of the time our impres-
sions of how dangerous things may
be are somewhat exaggerated
when youareactually in the place.

“Iremember being on a tour to Sri
Lanka. (Assistant coach) Tim Nielsen
and I, along with the Australian High
Commissioner, were the first white
people to get on a military plane and
headuptoJanpur.

“There was a ceasefire, we were
the first plane up there, and we did
a little coaching camp for them.
There are issues in most coun-
tries.”

Cricket Australia spokesman
Peter Young said the Departmentof

Foreign Affairs and Trade's advice”
would be crucial in a final decision
to tour Pakistan.

"There will be a visit to Canberra
for a government briefing in early
March, " Youngsaid Sunday.

“It'll involve Cricket Australia
and the players’ association. We
will talk to the department and take
a briefing from them. We'll be keen
to know what various government
agencies are advising.

"We'll get the most detailed inside
information before we sit down with
the players and the players’ associa-
tion to make the next step.”

Hosts tlying high
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outrunning local Nazmunnahar

Beauty in photo finish after both
the sprinters got to the finishing
linein11.9s.

Asadur Rahman won the men's
110m hurdles while fellow
Bangladeshi Abdul Hafiz Rupa took
silver and wvisiting Santosh Saha
bronze.

Selim Miah added another gold
for Bangladesh in the 1500m while
the local men's team (Afzal,
Moinul, Mozammel, Taher) won
the 4x400m relay. The women's
4x400m relay gold went to West
Bengal.

SHOOTING

The hosts swept all four shooting
gold medals at BKSP to maintain
theirdomination with a total of nine
gold compared to the tourists’ three.
In 10m air rifle, Bangladeshi
shooter Gunodhana Singh won
gold and Anjan Kumar silver before
the pair secured the team event.
Sharmin Akhter Ratna won the

women's 10-metre air rifle before
helping her partners win the team
gold.

SWIMMING

Bangladesh and West Bengal
shared the fastest swmimmer titles
with Nazrul Islam becoming the
fastest male and West Bengal's
Monalisa the fastest female.

Monalisa Mondol, who hails
from Hugli district, grabbed the
50m freestyle in 29.43s with
Bangladesh's Dolly Akhter and
West Bengal's Shalini Bannerjee
following her.

Monalisa also won the 100m
backstroke and 100m butterfly to
maintain her supremacy.

In women's 200m breaststroke,
top local swimmer Dolly Akhter
won gold.

Nazrul finished the 50m
freestylein 25.31s and was followed
by his teammates Jewel Ahmed and
Rafiqul Islam.

Unlike the other disciplines, the
tourists put on a tight show at the

pool, winning exactly half of the ten
events decided yesterday. Silver
medals were also equally shared
while the local natants took six
bronze toWest Bengal's four.

Still, the hosts led the swimming
table with 12 gold against West
Bengal's nine.

West Bengal's Akbor Ali Mir
edged Bangladesh's Rubel Rana
(silver) and Rabiul Alam (bronze) in
100m backstroke and the Indian
swimmer also won the 400m
freestyle.

Bangladesh claimed all three
medals inmen's 200m breaststroke
with Jahangir Alam leading the
pack. Niaz Ali and Karar Samedul
[slam won silver and bronze
respectively.

Jewel Ahmed added the 100m
butterfly gold honours his credit
and finish the day with three gold.

Rubel Rana also claimed three
gold for Bangladesh when he won
the men's 200m medley defeating
Akbor Ali Mir.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 36 Presaged 2 “Beelle
1 Nerd 37 Shenan- Balley”
5 Engtish igans dog
channel? 40 Ticklish 3 Zero
8 Cal call? Muppet 4 Party
12 Needle 41 Mark over pooper
case a long 5 Bugs
13 Privy vowel Bunny's
14 Blue hue 45 Simplo VOICe
15"—have 47 Usea 6 Good,
o do” Taser n
16 Raggedy 49 Columbus’  Grenoble
doll home 7 Meel
17 Crazy 50 Cellulite, 8 Food
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Morrison 55 Seire 11 Existed
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip: WHERE MIGHT PEOPLE
HANG OUT WHEN THEY'RE SPREADING
MALICIOUS GOSSIP? DOWN AT CAT1Y CORNER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals S
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