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Experts say at discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Fifty-five percent of non-ment
quota in Bangladesh Civil Service
(BCS) examination is unconstitu-
tional and it should be revised
immediately to enhance the effi-
ciency of the civil service, said the
experts ata discussion yesterday.

They proposed that not more
than 10 percent should be reserved
for non-merit quota and time has
come to rationalise the exstng
quota system both in cadre and
non-cadre services.

The discussion titled 'Rational-
isanon of existing 55 percent non-
merit quota in all public examina-
tions including BCS' was organised
by the students of Dhaka
University (DU) who have been
demanding revocation of the quota
system forlong time at the National
PressClub in thecity.

The discussion was participated
by academics, bureaucrats, polit-
ciansand civil society members.

Former chairman of National
Board of Revenue Badiur Rahman
said the existing quota system has
no constitutional base and the
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Masuda M Rashid Chowdhury speaks at a discussion at the National Press
Club in the city yesterday. On her left is Prof Moniruzzaman Mian and on her

right are Prof Dr Asaduzzaman and Shahabul Haq.

caretaker government should
immediately abolish all kinds of
non-merntquotas.

“The existing 55 percentofnon-
merit quota violates the article 29
of our constitution which speaks
only about under-privileged group
like ethnic, But 30 percent quota for
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freedom fighters or their offspring,
10 percent quota for districtand 10
percent quota for women are not
included in under-privileged
group,” he added. :

Badiur proposed that only 10
percent quota for women and
ethnic group can be reserved in

non-cadre service, but there
should not be any quota system in

cadre services.
Prof Moniruzzaman Mian,

former vice-chancellor of Dhaka
University, said 55 percent of non-
merit quota is not acceptable and
most of the irregularities and cor-
ruptions are the results of quota
system.

Former chairman of the
University Grants Commission
Prof Dr Asaduzzaman said freedom
fighters fought the liberation war in
1971 for establishing a discrimina-
tion-free society, but a tremendous
discrimination has been created
due to existing 55 percent of quota
system in the BCS examination,

Shahabul Haq of Shahjalal
University of Science and
Technology moderated the discus-
sion where he suggested for keep-
ing only 10 percent non-merit
quota and 90 percent meritquota.

Journalist Sadek Khan, DU
teacher Dr Akhtar Hossain, Dr
Muzammel Haq, Masuda M Rashid
Chowdhury, and former BNP MP
Dr Abdur Rahman also spoke on
the occasion.

Workshop for
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Steps Towards Development accorded a reception to Language Movement veterans at a ceremony at Chhayanaut
auditorium in the city yesterday. Sitting from left are Protibha Mutsuddi, Sufia Ahmed, Raushan Ara Bachhu and Dr

Halima Khatun.
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Unesco book
fair on
Wednesday

BSS, Dhaka

The inaugural ceremony of the
Unesco Book Fair 2008 will be held
at the Central Public Library at
11:00am onWednesday.

The National Association of
Unesco Clubs, Bangladesh in coop-
eration with Unesco, Dhaka office
will organise the book fair for the 7th
time in the country marking the
International Mother Language
Day.

Different publication materials,
books, posters published by Unesco
will be on display in the fair, said a
pressrelease yesterday.

Cultural Adviser Rasheda K
Choudhury is expected to inaugu-
rate the book fair.

Malama Meleisea, Unescorepre-
sentative in Bangladesh, will attend
the function as the special guest.

The fair will remain open to all
from 11:00am to 6:00pm, the release
added.

Beef up security at
dormitories

RU female students demand

RU CORRESPONDENT

Students of five female halls of
Rajshahi University (RU) yesterday

the students concerned, beefed-up
security at the halls and installation of
alarm systemns at the halls for female
students,” said Jahan, a student of

extraordinary.
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A weeklong workshop of Bangladesh
Nari Sangbadik Kendra began in the
city yesterday to help increase the
expertise of women journalists.

Some 26 women journalists from
outside Dhaka are taking part in the
workshop sponsored by the
Canadian International
DevelopmentAgency (CIDA).

At the maugural session at the
training room of Family Planning
Association of Bangladesh, journal-
1st Jaglul Ahmed Chowdhury, chief
editor and managing director of
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS),
sald women journalists in
Bangladesh ranks lowest among the
South Asian countries and the situa-
tion should be changed.

President of Bangladesh Nari
Sangbadik Kendra Nasimun Ara
Huqg-Minu presided over the inau-
«gural sessron
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Election Commission holds a discussion with a delegation of Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh on the first day of the second
round of electoral reform talks with parliamentary political parties in the EC Secretariat conference room yesterday. |

(Story onPage 1)

They also threatened to launch a
tougher movementifthe RU authori-
ties fail to make public the investiga-
tionreportontheincident.

On Tuesday, a thief sneaked into
Tapasi Rabeya Hall and stole three
mobile phones and a gold chain of
resident students. The thief also
injured a female student during the
incident.

The RU authorities had formed a
five-member committee headed by
Prof Golam Kabir to investigate the
incident and asked it to submit
report by February 24,

Monira Sharmin Prithu told
reporters that RU authonties had
earlier formed several committees to
Investigate various issues relating to
women's halls, but no committees
made theirreports public.

"Wedemand removal of hallsuper,

~stafls and night guard for their negli-

gence, payment of compensation to

office in the afternoon.

Anti-adulteration

drive soon
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti-adulteration drive will resume
in full swing very soon, said
Industries Secretary Dr Mohammad
Nurul Amin while inaugurating a
One Stop Service Centre at
Bangladesh Standards and Testing
Institute (BSTI) inthe city yesterday

He said after the separation of
judiciary, the anti-adulteration
drive was slowed down due to
uncertainty over the issue of the
responsibility of the magistracy.

He said the drive will start soon
with the help of the administrative
officials

2pm-5pm, British Council, 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka 1000.
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