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A festive air

Weeklong celebrations by Sammilito
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Sangskritik Jote ends

L

o

.'.‘

'i | 1 -“ i

Hundreds of people throng the open-air arena as artistes perform at the programme

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

weeklong cultural event was

organised by the Sammilito

Sangskritik Jote to mark
International Mother Language
Day. The event ended on February
21, at the Rabindra Sorobor,
Dhanmondi.

The concluding day of the event
was marked by pleasant weather
and festivity. Hundreds of people
thronging the open-air arena, clad
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in black and white and various
other colours, saluted the martyrs
and rejoiced at the honour
bestowed on the nation by
UNESCO's recognition of Ekushey
February as International Mother
Language Day.

The programme kicked off with
a choral rendering, followed by two
solo performances by two talented
singers. Next was the recitation of a
poem Amar Okkhomota.

Among other showstoppers were

PHOTO: STAR

beautiful dance sequences
performed by young girls draped in
colourful sarees and adormned with
flowers, which added a hintof spring.
Other well received items were two
plays presented by drama groups
Tapur-Tupurand Nattyafouj,

An ample gauge of the event's
success was the enthusiastic
response of the crowd and the
performers' high spirits. All in all, a
superb interlude in our hurried
tumes.

Turtle Neck: A mountain
expedition

Fayza HAQ

At the Bengal Gallery were photo-
graphs taken during "A Climb for
Peace” a two-nation joint moun-
taineering expedition. This expedi-
ton aimed at scaling the 6187
metre summit of Mt. Rubal Kang
(Turtle Neck) situated in the Kulu
Himalayas. The journey proved
that when the climbers reached the
summit and joined hands in vic-
tory, they were unified in the spirit
of peace and harmony. |
Mountains, streams, pathways,
rocks, shrubs, mountain flora like
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pine and fir, horses, tents, moun-
tain climbers were all brought into
the focus of the camera so that the
viewer felt that he too had partici-
pated in the climb, along with the
15 mountaineers from Bangladesh
and India. With the climbers were
sherpas and 2 cooks plus 19 horses
that carried the loads. They were
carrying almost 760 kgs of food and
equipments.

In the photographs came the
endless sweeps of snow over the
mountains; the sun shining on top
oi the mountains; with sometimes
the silhouettes of the climbers with

Endless sweeps of snow over the mountains captured through the lens

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be

~foranychange in the programme.
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BTV - 12:15
08:15  Shuprobhat
08:45 Bishwa Bichitra
11:15  Documentary
Programme: ;
Swadesh/ Desher
11:40  Enteriainment Show:
| ot 4 '
12:00 Selecled
1230  Maa O Shishur
- 0100 Drama - .
02:15  Shilpo Prangon
02:40  Educational :

their hats, goggles and back packs.
The sleeping climbers, the moun-
taineers taking their meals, the
group climbing up to their goal --
all these were captured in the
photographs forall times.

Loading the packs, the two
teams then went into “load ferry”.
Team A which contained the
Bangladeshi team with less experi-
ence went ahead first with
Bashanta Shingha Rai as the leader
and Imran as the second in com-
mand. Reepon was left in the base
camp In case of rescue. After the
base camp the group moved on for
nine days. The third camp was the
summit camp and its height was
5500 meters. It took two days to
establish acamp.

All the climbers had some expe-
rience of trekking before. They
joined with the India's “Mountain-
eers Association of Krishnanagar”,
and they found the participants
there friendly and helpful. This
expedition will be a breakthrough
for other Bangladeshi teams to
follow. As a final goal they want
some day to climb the Everest. This
expedition was to gather experi-
ence and they hope to cover more
heights in Nepal or India. All along
they felt like pilgrims moving
towards the unknown. When they
reached their summit and planted
the national flag they felt a surge of
fulfillment.

The Bangladeshi team included
Muntasir Mamun Imran, Md.
Sirajul Haq Sagor, ARKReepon, and
Saad Bin Hossain.
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10th Int'l Short and g 4
Independent Film
Festival ends ,*

JAMIL MAHMUD

The award giving and closing
ceremony of the "10th Interna-
tional Short and Independent Film
Festival, Dhaka-'08" was held at the
Shawkat Osman auditorium of
Central Public Library on February
22, French film A Sunday in Pripyat
(directed by Blandine Huk and
Frederic Cousscau), Slovakian film
Abel’s Black Dog (directed by
Mariana Cengel-Solcanska) and
Stay in Touch (directed by Saiful
Islam) were awarded as the Best
Documentary, Best Fiction and
Tareque Shahriar Memorial Best
Independent Shorts of the festival
respectively.

A briel discussion session was
held preceding the award giving
ceremony. President of Bangladesh
Short Film Forum N. Rashed
Chowdhury gave the welcome
speech, while Manzarehasin
Murad, director of the festival gave
thevote of thanks.

Since its inception in 1988, the
festival turns into competitive
format from this year. In the best
Documentary Segment, filmmaker
and Jury Board member Shaheen
Dill-Riaz announced A Sunday in
Pripyat as the Best Film. In the Best
Fiction Film Segment, Jury mem-

ber and filmmaker Morshedul
Islam announced Abel's Black Dog
as the Best film,

Cinematographer and film
activist Zahidur Rahim Anjan, one
of the juries of Independent Shorts
segment, announced Stay in Touch
for the Tareque Shahriar Memorial
Best Independent Shorts of the
festival,

The organisers initiated Inde-
pendent Shorts segment from this
year to encourage young inde-
pendent Bangladeshi filmmakers.
Less than ten minutes length films
made in any format was allowed for
the segment. The award winning
film Stay in Touch is made in Cell
Phone format.

Noted litterateur and Chairper-
son of the festival Hasnat Abdul
Hye handed over the award to the
recipients. Among award winning
filmmakers only Saiful Islam was
presentat the programme.

Hasnat Abdul Hye also gave the
closing speech, after which the
award winning films were
screened,

During the nine-day long festi-
val, beginning from February 14,
over 170 films from 36 countries
were screened. Oxfam GB was the
partial sponsor and ntv was the
media partner of the festival.

“Sonata”’: A moving
documentary on
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A scene from the documentary

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

An unusually moving documen-
tary Sonata-A story of autism was
screened at the Dhaka Independ-
ent and short Film Festival on
February 21.This is a production
of Paix Media, a non-profit organi-
sation based in Washington DC,
USA which is dedicated to social
causes.

The storyline follows a
Bangladeshi mother, Rola, who has
an autistic child, Tamzid. It is his
inability to formulate any speech
for six months that gives the warn-
ing signal that something is seri-
ously wrong with the child. At that
time Rola goes to the US on a schol-
arship to study law. She takes her
child along with herand itis in New
York that Tamzid is first diagnosed
as autistic.

Sonata follows Tamzid's prog-
ress through interviews, testimo-

Nabila Chorit
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nies and re-enactments. Although
he has a long way to go, it was
noticed that Tamzid has a passion
for the piano and that's what the
title of the film suggests.

The film has been made to show
that autism is nota hopeless condi-
tion and that it can be treated with
therapy. Since Rola left the country,
the situation in Bangladesh regard-
ing autism has improved consider-
ably. But misconceptions have to
be removed and awareness has to
be generated. Autism is a disorder
of brain function that appears early
in life, generally before the age of
three. Children with autism have
problems with social interaction,
communication, imagination and
behaviour. At present Bangladesh
has more than 8,43,000 autistic
children.

Sonata is directed by Sentu Roy.
The film is co-produced and edited
by Sagheer Faiz.
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Cast: Hayden Panettiere, Jack Coleman

[Tl Theatre Festival '08

Heino Byrgesen on the
achievements of BCITI

ERSHAD KAMOL

and other master European dramatists are frequently

President of the Danish ITl, Heino

Dhaka to participate at the ITI Theatre Festival. This is
his fourth time in Dhaka. The Daily Star recently spoke

to Heino Byrgesen.

Byrgesen, the former President of Nordic Theatre
Union, completed his PhD in theatre and began his
career as a theatre reviewer for the Danish National
Radio (DNR). Byrgesen is now the Head of Production,
Radio Drama, the Audio-Dramatic Division of DNR.

Commenting on the activities of Bangladesh Centre
of ITI, Byrgesen said, “This is one of the most active
centres of ITI. We are absolutely impressed by its publi-
cations, which is an achievement of this centre.”

Byrgesen informed that the theatre scenario in
Denmark is different from here. Danish theatre activ-
ists are very professional, The Danish Government
provides subsidy to all art forms including theatre. He
said, “There are over 60 theatre troupes in Denmark.
Except one private theatre troupe, all groups receive
assistance from the government. Each year the govern-
ment provides 80 million dollars specifically for thea-

tre activities.”

Commenting on the current theatre activities in .,
Denmark, Byrgesen said, “Plays featuring socio-~
political issues such as 'migration’ and ‘gender’ are
popular in Denmark. Young Danish playwrights are
writing interesting poetic scripts on these issues as
well. Besides, classics by Shakespeare, Harold Pinter

The weeklong ITI Theatre Festival,
jointly organised by Bangladesh
Centre of ITI and Bangladesh
Shilapakala Academy (BSA), fea-
turing 22 plays at four venues
ended yesterday,

Of the 22 plays, 20 theatre per-
formances were staged by the
leading troupes of the country. BSA
staged its production Eksho Bosta
Chaal. Department of Theatre and
Music, University of Dhaka staged
Urubhangam regularly at the

Byrgesen, is in

are radio plays.”

Heino Byrgesen

----------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------

The festival ends

Natmandol during the festival. Out
of the three departments of public
universities that provide theatre
education, Department of Theatre
and Music of Dhaka University was
onlyinvited at the festival.

To participate at the festival,
several foreign delegates came to
Dhaka. The ITI delegates partici-
pated at the (two-day) 125th ses-
sion of Worldwide Executive Coun-

cil and international seminar titled
Whither Theatre,

staged. Musicals are also very popular in Denmark, as

The seminars included four
sessions -- “Is there a need for a
National Theatre?”; “Voice of the
Marginalised in Theatre”; “Theatre
for Development: The Crisis
Within” and “Current Trends in
Theatre: Country Reports”.

“Meet the director session”

was introduced at this year's £

festival. Everyday the directors of
the plays participated at the
discussions on their plays staged
the day before.

Art Workshop held at UGC

To mark the Intermational Mother
Language Day, the University Grants
Commission of Bangladesh (UGC)
and the Bengal Foundation jointly
organised a daylongworkshop on art
atthe UGC Auditorium recently, says
a press release. Over 40 artists,
including Professor Rafiqun Nabi,
Shishir Kumar Bhattacharya, Dr Abu
Taher, Professor Hashem Khan and
Shamarjit Roy. Chawdhury partici-

pated at the workshop, producing 37
paintings that were presented to the
UGC. This is the first initiative of this
kindby UGC.

The workshop was inaugurated
by Professor Murtaja Baseer, jointly
coordinated by Professor Abdus
Shakur Shah and Professor
Hamiduzzaman Khan and pre-
sided over by Professor Nazrul

Adviser, Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman,
handed over certificates among the
participants at the closing cere-
mony. In his speech, Dr Rahman
urged the authorities of recently
established universities to intro-
duce subjects like fine arts, sculp-
ture and liberal arts, and asked the
UGC to organise workshops, semi-
nars and symposiums on higher

Islam. Education and Comunerce -y-gducation, alongside artii i .2-1.0

Shurer Bhubonay Shurdhuni

Shurdhuni arranged a musical
soiree of singers Nausher Uddin
Kaderi and Monir Chowdhury at
the Bengal Gallery, recently, says a
press release. Mahfuzur Rahman,
chairman and managing director
of ATN was present as chief guest
and Saifuddoula, Chhayanat's
founder member and Shurdhuni's
adviser as special guest. Speeches
were also delivered by Dr Khaleda
Begum, general secretary of
Shurdhuniand Dr Zakir Hussain.

Some of the songs rendered by
Nausher Uddin Kaden were Aye
moushumi mon shudhu rong
bodlai, Tumi ferae diyechho bolay,
Bar-e bar-e ke jeno dakey, Bon-e noi
and more. Monir Chowdhury sang
Aye nodi emon nodi, Amar ek
deekay shudhu tumi, Amai akash
bolo, and Tumi_ekjoni shudhu
bondhu.
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Radio Foorti 83.0 FM
7:00am Hello Dhaka
11:00am Amar 88
3:00pm Dhaka Calling
7:00pm Seven Eleven
12:00am Back to Back music
Radio Today 89.6 FM
07:15am Good Moming
Dhaka (Bipiob)
07:45 am Today's Happy
Moments
08:45am Shokaler Khabor
12:00pm Today's Adda
(Nudrat)
01:45pm Dupurer Khabor
04:00pm U-tum (Kibna & Tania)
06:45pm Shondher Khabor
08:00pm Tobe Tai Hok (Sayem)
09:45pm Raater Khabor
11:45pm Moddho Raater
Khabor
12:00am Today's Happy
Moments
12:10am Raat Vor Gan
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