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Independent judiciary

will soon be restored
Hopes sacked Pak judge as lawyers protest

AFP, Islamabad

Anindependent judiciary will soon
be restored in Pakistan, the coun
try's deposed chief justice said
Thursday, as thousands of lawyers
and others denounced an embat-
tled President Pervez Musharraf.

Police fired tear gas and baton
charged lawyers during a demon-
stration in the southem port City ol
Karachi. They said nine lawyers
were arrested during the rally

In eastern Lahore about 2,000
lawvers and politcal party sup-
porters chanted "Go Musharraf.
go" and, "Restore independence ol
judiciary” during arally.

"Victory is not far now and we'll
achieve our goal for an independ
ent judiciary soon,” ltukhar
Muhammad Chaudhry, sacked
from his post of chief justice Dy
Musharraf in November, said 1n a
telephone address to lawyers at the
Sindh province High Court

They were his first comments

since Monday's parliamentary
elections, which analysts and
diplomats say have left the political
future of Musharrafin doubt.

When Musharraf declared a
state of emergency on November 3,
he sacked 63 judges including
then-Chief Justice Chaudhry, who
was also detained athis home.

'he independent-minded
Chaudhry became a pro-
democracy icon when he fought
back against Musharrat's initial
attempt to oust him in March 2007
over allegations of misconduct and
abuse of power.

Lawyers around the country
have held regular Thursday dem-
onstrations since the judges’ dis-
missal and have threatened a large-
scale march on Islamabad next
monthiftheyare notreinstated.

In his address, Chaudhry said
Musharral's state of emergency in
fact was a martial law". He added
there were no constitutional hur-
dles to returning the judges to their

POStS

‘I was deposed by an executive
order and 1 can be restored by an
executive order. There is no need of
two-thirds majority of the parlia-
ment,” Chaudhry said.

During his 35-minute speech
the lawyers cheered, demanded
Musharraf's resignation and
called, "Long live Iftikhar".

Opponents say Musharraf
imposed emergency rule amid
fears that the Supreme Court,
under Chaudhry, was set to over-
turn his victory in a presidential
election the previous month,

During the Karachi demonstra-
tion police baton-charged and
fired tear gas at about 100 lawyers
wearing suits and ties.

"We have arrested a few people
and police had to use tear gas to
disperse lawyers who were trying to
hold a rally,” senior police official
Tahir Naved told AFP.

Lawyers later rallied outside
Chaudhry's house in Islamabad.
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Pak moderate
urges foreign aid
to keep Islamists
on run

AFP, Charsadda

The leader of a Pakistani secular
party hailed its election win over
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fresh polls in 3 months

THE DAWN, Islamabad

Former federal minister and self-
proclaimed Farzand-i-Pakistan
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, who is
considered to be close aide of
President Pervez Musharraf, on
Wednesday predicted fresh elec-
tions any time soon, claiming that
the new parliament and president
couldnotco-existfor long.

“You will see a cat and mouse
game starting within three
months,” he told reporters here ata
local hotel without explaining who
will be the cator mouse,

However, he made it a point to
clarify that the president wanted to
continue with the new set-up but
“the masters of gloom and crisis”
were not willing to see this relation-
ship flourish.

The press conference he called
seems more of an attempt to dispel
rumours by letting the world know
of his presence at home and open-
hearted acceptance of the defeat
he faced in the February 18 elec-
tions.

He also announced to continue
his political career by forming his
own political party instead of
quitting it, but after consulting
PML-Q President Chaudhry

Shujaat Hussain,

He conceded that Lal Masjid
operation had bitten the PML-Q
badly and led to the resounding
defeat of the party in the elections,
adding that "being in the govern-
ment it was very difficult for us to
ask tor vote when the voters were
without gas, electricity or had no
wheat flour or sugar in their
homes."

He, however, averted a direct
question that election defeat of the
King's party was the resultof toeing
President Pervez Musharraf's
policies,

Inanadvice to the parties which
won and were going to form a
parliamentary government, he said
It was time to show political matu-
rity instead of choosing confronta-
tion, saying the people of Pakistan
had given their mandate against
the US policies and therefore the
ball was now in their court to hon-
our the responsibility vested with
them by the people.

To him, Nawaz Sharif's PML-N
had no political role in the new set-
up despite performing fairly well by
bagging 67 seats in the national
assembly, thus hinting that the PPP
might form government without
the PML-N in their folds.

with Musharraf with
new Pakistan govt

AFP, Brussels

Washington is hoping to keep

discuss the political fate of
Musharraf, amid stepped up calls
following the opposition's sweep-
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Widower of slain former Pakistani premier Benazir Bhutto, Asif Ali Zardari (L), and the chief of the Awami National
Party (ANP), Asfandyar Wali Khan speak at a joint press conference after their meeting in Islamabad yesterday.
Zardari is meeting with opposition leaders including former premier Nawaz Sahrif on a coalition that could topple
Pakistan's US-allied president Pervez Musharraf.
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to prosecute Zardari

Corruption case against PPP leader resurrected
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