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Dialogue without BNP
won't be acceptable

Says Delwar

UNB, Dhaka

Khaleda Zia- appointed BNP
Secretary General Khanqaker
Delwar Hossain yesterday said any

- dialogue or election excluding the

party cannot be acceptable to
anyone,

"BNP 1s a big party, a pro-
election party. Those who want
stage-managed election by keep-
ing BNP aloof won't succeed,” he
told a discussion marking the
Shaheed Day at the Engineers
Insntution.

Delwar urged the caretaker
government not to make the elec-
tion questionable and hand over
power quickly through a free and
fair election.

He asked the Election
Commission not to create any new
issue to obstruct BNP from partici-
pating in the parliamentary elec-

tions. |
"We want elections. It will be

very difficult to hold elections
w:thoutBNP Delwar said.

Without naming any names, the
BNP leader said those who are
holding constitutional posts
should not talk politics. "You are
doing service. You have no right to
speak againstpoliticians.”

Calling for lifting the srate of
emergency, he alleged that peo-
ple's democratic and fundamental
rights are being denied in an inde-
pendent country under the emer-
gency.

He called for halting “repres-
sion” on political leaders and
workers.

The BNP leader demanded
release of all political leaders,
including detained party chairper-
son and former prime minister
Khaleda Zia.
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Delwar also urged the BNP
dissidents to forget about October
29, saying that no one will be
excluded if they returned to their
previous positions.

On October 29 last year, some
BNP standing committee mem-
bers held a meeting and made
Saifur Rahman and Maj (retd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed acting chair-
man and acting secretary general.

BNP Joint Secretary General
Nazrul Islam Khan said Khaleda Zia
must be freed and allowed to take
partin the proposed dialogue if the
government really wants a fruitful
dialogue.

Presided over BNP acting office
secretary RizviAhmed, the meeting
was also addressed, among others,
by party leaders DR R A Gani,
Selima Rahman, Goyeswar
Chandra Roy and Mohammad
Shajahan.
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Artist Rafiqun Nabi gives away prizes to a winner of a drawing competition at Greenfield Spectrum School in the city
yesterday. The school organised the competition to mark the Amar Ekushey. '

'Dhaka to try for recognition of
allmother languages at UNGA'

UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury said the foreign ministry
would try to secure greater recogni-
tion of all mother languages, includ-
ing Bangla, in the United Nations
General Assembly:.

He unveiled the plan atan eventin
the ministry yesterday evening to
mark ‘Amar Ekushey Shaheed
Dibosh’ as well as International
Mother Language Day.

The 21st February is already
recognised as the International
Mother Language Day at the initia-

tive of Bangladesh at the Unesco
through a resolution adopted there
in 1999.

"Bangladesh is known for its
contribution to global peace and
stability. In fact we are also regular
sponsors of the UN resolution on
‘Culture of Peace' every year. It is
our view that respect for mother
language is an inseparable element
of a culture of peace. This is our
message to the international com-
munity, and we will try to formalise
it in the general assembly of the
United Nations itself,” Iftekhar
said.

The foreign adviser said it would

be a great tnbute to those who sacri-
ficed their lives for their mother
tongue, Bangla, on 21st February in
1952. It will be a memorial of global
proportions to them.

Acting Foreign Secretary MAK
Mahmood, UNDP Resident
Representative Reneta Dessallien and
acting dean of the diplomatic corps
Ambassador Ferit Ergin were present
in the ceremony:

Dr Md Hamid Rashid, director
general of the UN and Multilateral
Economic AffairsWing of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs conducted the

programime.
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Release Day of
Agartala case
accused today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the historic Release Day of 34
accused, including Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, in the
Agartala case framed by the Pakistan
governmentduring the Ayubregime,

[n the case iled in 1968, a total of 35
political leaders and civil and military
officials were charged with planning
to liberate Bangladesh from Pakistan.
Bangabandhu was the No. 1 accused
inthe case.

But a mass upsurge finally com-
pelled the then government to with-
draw the case and 34 detainees were
released from Dhaka Cantonment on
this day in 1969. Sergeant Zahurul
Haq, 17th accused in the case, was
shot dead on February 15 in 1969
while in confinement in the canton-
ment.

In a statement yesterday,
Muktijoddha Sanghati Parishad
called on the caretaker government to
recognise the accused and the hostile
approvers in the case as national
heroes in recognition ol their contri-
bution to the country's indepernd-
ence,

Previous governments had con-
sidered the issue of recognition, but
nothing concrete has been done to
this end, said the press release signed
by Parishad Chairman Col (retd)
Shawkat Ali, the 26th accused in the
Agartalacase.

A bill regarding the issue was also
placed in the seventh parliament, it
added.

The other accused in the Agartala
case were late Lt Commander
Moazzem Hossain (Navy), late
Steward Mujibur Rahman (Navy), late
LS Sultan Uddin Ahmed (Navy), LS
Noor Mohammad (Navy), late Ahmed
Fazlur Rahman CSP late Flight
Sergeant Mofhzullah (Air Force),
Corporal ABM Abdus Samad (Air
Force), late Habilder Daliluddin
(Army), late Ruhul Kuddus CSE late
Flight Sergeant Md Fazlul Haque (Air
Force), late Bhupoti Bhushan
Chowdhury alias Manik Chowdhury
(pohitcal leader), late Bidhan Krishna
Sen (politcal leader), late Subedar
Abdur Razzaq (Army), late Habildar
Mujibur Rahman (Army), late Flight
Sergeant Md Abdur Razzaq (Army),
AB Mohammad Khurshid (Navy),
Khan Mohammad Shamsur Rahman
(CSP), late Risalder Shamsul Haque
(Army), late Habilder Azizul Haque
(Army), SOC Mahfuzul Bari (Air
Force), late Sergeant Shamsul Haque
(Air Force), Col Shamsul Alam (Army),
late Maj Mohammad Abdul Motalib
(Army), late Col Khandker Nazmul
Huda (Army), late Brig ANM
Nuguzzaman (Army), Flight Sergeant
ﬂhdn lell (Arnly), Md Mahbubuddm

CHotvaliury (company exetutive),
late Lt MM Matiur Rahman (Navy),
late Subedar AKM Tazul Islam (Army),
late Mohammad Ali Reza (instructor,
NIPA), Bng Khurshid Uddin Ahmed
(Army) and Commander Abdur Rouf
(Navy).

And the hostileapprovers werelate
Kamaluddin Ahmed (Navy), late ABM
Yusuf (Army), Abul Hossain and late
Bankim Chandra Datta.

BCL calls for
full-fledged
Shaheed Minar

| on Ruet campus

RU CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) of
Rajshahi University of Engineeringand
Technology (Ruet) unit yesterday
urged the authorities concemed to
immediately construct a full-fledged
Shaheed Minar on the premises of the
administrative building to facilitate
teachers, students and staffs for paying
tributes to great sons of the soil.

Atarallyin frontofthe administra-
tive building, BCL leaders criticised
the authorities for not constructing a
full-fledged Shaheed Minar on the
campus although the Ruet authorities
earlier assured them of constructing
the same.,

Theysaid theywill submitamemo-
randum to Ruet Vice-chancellor Prof
Anwarul Haque tomorrow demand-
Ing construction of a Shaheed Minar
on thecampus.

The rally was addressed by Asif,
Monir, Faisal, Sabbir, Babul, Avijit and
Titu.

Earlier, Amar Ekushey was
observed on the campus with due
solemnity.

I'hevice-chancellor placed wreath
at Ruet Shaheed Minar in the early
hours. He was followed by teachers,
officersand students.

Scout Day
today

BSS, Dhaka

The Scout Day marking the birth
anniversary of the founder of the
Scouting Lord Baden Powell will be
celebrated in the country today in a
befitting manner,

Bangladesh Scouts has drawn
up elaborate programmes to
observe theday.

A colourful rally comprising
Cub Scouts, Scouts and Rover
Scouts will be broughtout from the
National Headquarters of
Bangladesh Scouts at 8:00am and it
will be ended at the same place
alter paradingdifferent city streets.

Blood donation session, art
competition and discussion have
also been arranged at the National
Headquarters of Bangladesh
Scoutsto mark the day.

Bangladesh Scouts is cele brating
the centenary ofscouting this vear.,
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Kidzee Bangladesh organised a drawing competition for schoolchildren at Banani in the city yesterday to mark the
Amar Ekushey and International Mother Language Day.

Free healthcare service for
farmers at city hospital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

For the first time in the country, a
four-bed special unit was opened
at Japan Bangladesh Friendship
Hospital (JBFH) in the city yester-
day with a view to providing
healthcare service to the poor and
marginalised farmers at free of
COSt.

The unittitled 'Jibon Kheya' was
opened under the joint initiative of
JBFH and Hridoy-e Mati O
Manush, a popular agriculture-
based documentary programme of
Channel 1, as part of their joint
healthcare programme for the
farmers.

Agriculture Adviser Dr CS Karim
inaugurated the unit on the second
tloor of the hospital.

Prior to inauguration, a meeting
was held at the reception room of
JBFH.

Speaking at the meting, the
adviser said JBFH and Hridoy-e

Mati O Manush have taken a noble

injtiathve onanobleday,’. !,

He said about 1.5 crore farme'rﬁ_ |

of the country [hl’DLt'—”h%hPll’ labour
and meritare prnduunﬂfond for 15
crore people but they often do not
getdeserved price.

“If anyone is called a national
heroitis our farmers who continue
their struggle in an ailing state,” he
said, adding, if the farmers get sick
while working on the field it will
affect food production and food
security.

CS Karim said a specialised unit
for the farmers should be opened
in all the hospitals of the country
for providing basic healthcare
service to them.

Shykh Seraj, director of both the
programme and Channel i, said, “I
am waiting for that day when the
four-bed unit will become a 400-
bedhospital.”

He said they have already com-
pleted their farmers' healthcare
programme In five districts and
during the visit they noticed that
most of the farmers are unaware of

the primary healthcare service,

Seraj said integrated efforts by
all a must to build such a special-
iIsed hospital for the farmers,

He said Hridoy-e Mati O
Manush stepped into fifth year
yesterdayandithas become a voice
ofthe farmers,

Dr Junaid Shafig, chairman of
JBFH, said they started their farm-
ers’ healthcare programme last
year and during this time they
realised that primary healthcare
serviceis notenough for them.

“Later, we thought to open a
unit for the farmers where they
would get all the healthcare ser-
vices including admission, test,
medicine and surgery at free of
cost,” headded.

“Farmers are the main driving
forces of the country and we (doc-
tors) are prepared to serve them
always,” he said, hopping that the
hospital will become a specialised
hospital for the farmers.

Faridur Reza Sagor, managing

cdiréctgr: 6f,Charinel *1, and Dr,
- Sarder A Nalm, managing director: i
" of JBFH, ‘also ‘spoke on thé occa-

s10N.

Tk 4 lakh goods
gutted at Ctg
stadium

CU CORRESPONDENT

Goods worth around Tk 4 lakh were
guttedina fireatagalleryboxat MA
Aziz Stadium in the port city early
yesterday.

Sources said the fire broke out at
around 3.00am and engulfed the
stockpiled of timbers, tins and
others goodsatthebox.

Eleven fire fighting units from
different stations rushed to the
spot and doused the fire com-
pletely.

Fire fighters could not identify
the source ofthe fire.
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Later, the adviser visited the
unit and talked to three patients
who are now receiving treatment
there,

Talking to The Daily Star, one of
the patients Rafiqul Islam, a farmer
from Shibpur of Narshingdi, said
he has been receiving treatment at
freeofcost.

Abdul Halim, husband of
Shefali Begum whois also receiving
treatment there, said, “I never
thought that my wife could receive
such treatment.”

Arniy chief
visits Ekushey
Book Fair

UNB, Dhaka

Army Chief General Moeen U
Ahmed yesterday visited the
Ekushey Book Fair as his book
'‘Nirbachita Sankolon® formally
went on sale on the occasion of the
Language Martyrs Day.

The army chief went to the stall
of Asian Publications at about
1:00pm at Bangla Academy from
where his book was published.

During his half- an-hour stay in
the Boi Mela (Book Fair), he also
gave away some copies of his book
to buyers with his autograph.

The compilation of selected
items, which was launched on
Wednesday, has been reviewed by
Dr Mahbubullah and Prof
Salahuddin Ahmed.

Drawing
competition
held at Kidzee

Kidzee Bangladesh, an interna-
tional chain school, organised a
drawing competition for children
to mark International Mother
Language Day at 13 Banani school
premises in the city yesterday, says
a press release,

It also accorded a reception to
the Language Movement veteran
Gaziul Haque.

Children of different ages of 50
schools in the city took part in the
competition.

Renowned cartoonist
Rafiqunnabi handed over prizes
and certificates to the winners.

Engineer Aminul Islam, chair-
man of Kidzee Bangladesh manag-
Ing committee, artist Ruhul Amin
Kajol, Abbas Uddin Absari, senior
sub-editor of the Daily Ittefaq,
artists Monowar Mehedi and

Pankaj Bhattachariya were present
| intheprogramme.

rencind (e (oo

PG o Covre (oo | e
B Aot oot of ‘A o Sl

oo Couse oot & leocher
b Ao e oot oy’ Tk oo Mt o

extraordinary.
Study in the UK

Undergrdduate and postgraduate courses in:

* Business * Computer Systems Security

* Creative Industries » Electronics = Engineering

* Health Sciences « Logistics * Management »* Marketing
* Telecommunications...ond many more!

* Assessed as Excelient in 12 teaching areas
» Scholarships up.to £2.500 for Bar-sladesha students
- » 20 mins from Cardiff and 2. 5 haurs lmm | ondon

Student interviews and spot admtssmns with Barbam Keihar

International Officer: 27th =

nd 28th February, { lam-Ipm and

2pm-5pm. British Council, 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka 1000.

Tel: 02 861 8905-7

GLOBAL STUDY {27¢h Febfuary} 3rd Foor. BSL Office 'cump.ex
I.Minto Road, Sheraten Hotel, Dhaka- 1000 Tel-88 02 9357909,
88 01913300025 E-rait: amal@eglobalstudybd.com

- Alpha-i Consuftants Ltd [28thr February) House No. 99, Rnad { UA
. (4th floorj Dhanmendi R'A, Dhaka-1209. Tel: 02 91 11957, |

01713040100,01712018876 E-railicounsel@global-bd.net

education o the UK.

Please contcG our representasves for o
o appontrest.

Educatlon

LJ--:'

.:mversm Gf Glmnora an

~An approved partner of the Bntnsh High Cummss.smm promotiig- '

e formatior end 6 maks

- ‘Il'|
-
| = % a
- - -
- e
/‘F

Pnﬂty'pﬂéﬂ ang@ Cardifi, Wales, UK = . -

Qur Quiionaing Facuties AL it
Yon e Lovonot & B . Ty S
tema b3 fomex o ok oo Bt hocn e

Gy Care ooty L

*# e

1) (o JRRCHN A AT 1 ol g Shie f <y e
' s omiEn e

¥ lovoe Adomad 5 1 1 v lﬁ:i.*-z, -

R et , haol wmdomesc Mdeaolca

B " f hg?{" -

Ay . -1 Bk na ATTIAARATA

S, mv %4 PhOng M0, Q1AALGHZ]

ges

tegr a Communications Ltd.

" Infoline: 9115352, 9121716

MmMaiata

Wmmmmmww
Mmalata MT118 it
9Fay s, gy 4 J, av 4 @7

-

h

® g9y @fde
e Y 3% @™

For Dealer Inquiry,

Please Call: Dhaka - 047:31423838, 019-20448899, 01
0191-2831674, 0172-8555966, 0171-4497788, 0181-9120039, um-mﬂas,
0171- MMBH 0191-2101754, Chittagong: 0171~ 1840735, 0171-6039977, 0191- 5205712, 01& 5

0171-8670026, Sylhet: 0191-1393373, 0181-8490009, D155 i LB,
0171-2040781, 0171-4096080, 0171-2633366, mﬂ«ﬂ
0171-1208251, 01?1 7789448, 0171-1385598, 0171-6292559

malata MT118
® 0,0 T e e

o o 9 o @3 : 2191 Yo
® Y% .0 @ AEE g P
o ¥ IASATT @fSe
o O G G¥, qY qF G

® GHORAM G F1E QTR FRA

72-0539202, 0191-4239329, 0171-5458008. 0171 -2260022,
0181-9957128, 0171-1460413, 0191- -7098182, 0171-5496777

~2370170, 01711040818, 0191- 1009423, Khulna & Barisal;
19328, 0171.2277377, 0172- ﬁﬂd’?!‘i Rl}:hlhi* Gi?l*ﬂﬂﬂli?’

“ ALSO AVAILABLE AT YOUR NEAREST mu PHONE SHOP.

Mmalata

mobile phone

|
g

'ﬂ-

4

FM Radio

&

MP3/MP4 Player

Ke

Digital Camera

i

Video Camera

Memory Card

A

ey . r Tty .

LD MY AN R TN LT VT B Y e o w ¢ &

¥




