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people as prosecution witnesses.

The 10 prayed for issuance of
arrest warrants against the three
and orders to attach their proper-
ties. They have been absconding
since the case was filed against
them.

ACC Assistant Director Sheikh
Mesbahuddin filed the case against
them on September 27 last year
with Gulshan Police Station on
charges of concealing Tk
2,64,15,803 in their wealth state-
ments and amassing Tk 46,18,502
beyond their known means of
income.

LOTUS KAMAL CASE
ACC Deputy Assistant Director
h Sarkar, the 10 of the case,
submitted the charge sheet against
Lotus Kamal and two others for
accumulating Tk 2 crore illegally in
various accounts in their names
under different banks and conceal-
ing this information from their
wealth statements.

The two others accused are
Orion Group Chairman Obaidul
Karim and his accomplice ABM
Selim.

The 10 prayed for issuance of
arrest warrants against Obaidul
and Selim and orders to attach
their properties as they have been
absconding since the case was
filed.

ACC Assistant Director Syed
Igbal Hossain filed the case against
the three with Gulshan police

BB warns

- Presidium member Amir
Hossain Amu demanded that the
government must ensure proper
treatment for Hasina within 72
hours.

Tofail Ahmed urged the govern-
ment to hold the next election as
early as possible after holding
dialogue with political parties.

AL yesterday received a letter
from the Election Commission
which invited it to hold dialogue
with the commission for the sec-
ond time on February 25.

Another Presidium member
Suranjit Sengupta said the govern-
ment must announce the specific
date and schedule for the next
election without making any delay.
He also called upon the chief
adviser to lift the state of emer-
gency immediately.

"If the state of emergency is
‘unconstitutional and illegal,’ then
the caretaker government is also
unconstitutional and illegal,” said
the AL leader asking the chief
adviser to prove which law allows
them to keep the state of emer-
gencyin force.

Demanding immediate release
of the party chief, Presidium mem-
ber Motia Chowdhury said they
would participate in the upcoming
election under the leadership of
Hasina.

Acting General Secretary Syed
Ashraful Islam said they are united
and neither reformist nor any pro-

proposals since it could not yet
hold first round of talks with BNP
due to its leadership disputes. And
it has excluded the party from the
second round of talks.

“The tasks will not be com-
pleted until holding talks with BNP.
We have to see the ground reality. It
is not possible for us to finalise the
proposals without seeking opinion
of a major political party,” the CEC
said.

"We are waiting for court's
decision regarding talks with BNB"
headded.

On election expenditures, the
EC's revised proposals say expen-
diture of a parliamentary polls
candidate will be fixed considering
the number of voters of the constit-
uency.

"The expenditure of a candidate
willnotexceed Tk 15 lakh in asingle
constituency. Expenditure of the
political party concerned will be
added with the candidate's elec-
tion expenses,” the EC proposal
says.

The EC has also proposed that
none will be allowed to bring out
procession or hold rally during
filling of nominations.

Besides, ithas decided that polls
would be held on one day, rejecting
proposals for some political parties
to hold polls on more than one day:.

The EC has scrapped an earlier
proposal saying that candidates
contesting for more than one seat
have to deposit Tk 5 lakh each, and

dreams and aspirations were dashed
forvariousreasons.

Fakhruddin handed over the
prestigious award to the recipients
and family members of those
awarded posthumously.

Nine persons, five of them posthu-
mously, were adjudged for the
Ekushey Padak 2008 for their extraor-
dinary contribution to respective
fields.

The award recipients are Dr
Nazma Chowdhury (Research),
Khandokar Nurul Alam (Music),
Wahidul Hug (Music, posthumous),
Shamsundar Boishnob (Music,
posthumous), Shefali Ghosh (Music,
posthumous), Professor Dr Mozaffar
Ahmad (Education), Khaleque Nowaz
Khan (Language Veteran, posthu-
mous), Professor Dr Zohra
Kazi (Social Work, posthumous) and
Kabi Dilwar Khan (Literature).

The award carries a gold medal, a

a free, fair and acceptable election
alongside keeping the country's
economicactivites in motion.

He noted that they had already
embarked upon the journey on the
path towards good governance
through necessary reforms in vari-
ous areas but said it needs coopera-
tion, overall participationand aware-
ness of all for furtheradvances.

“And honest, competent, benign
and dedicated persons will lead the
nation and grace various seats as real
representatives ofthe people.”

The chief adviser urged all irre-
spective of party and opinion to work
together to establish a progressive
and democraticsociety.

Prof Mozaffar said economic
emancipation has not been attained
as participatory democracy is yet to
beestablished.
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these," said ATM Shamsul Huda, the
chief election commissioner (CEC),
while speaking with reporters at the
EC Secretariat conference room
yesterday during the launching
ceremony of website of the EC
Secretanat.

Anyone can view the website
(www.ecs.gov.bd) and access infor-
mation about the activities of the
EC, the CECsaid.

states that a person elected as a
member of parliament at an elec-
tion at which he/ she was nomi-
nated as a candidate by a political
party shall vacate his/ her seatif he/
she resigns from that party or votes
in parliamentagainst the party.
Replying to a query on the state
of emergency, the CEC said, "We
hope we will know the govern-
ment's decision on the fate of the

Musharraf

has passed off better than had been
anticipated,” said chief EU observer
Michael Gahler.

"However, elections were held in
an environment that provided signifi-

cant challenges for the conduct of

democraticelections,” hesaid.

Meanwhile, US senator and poll
monitor John Kerry told reporters in
India that Musharraf displayed "a
kind of grace in accepting” the defeat
ofhisallies.

Zardari might meet with Sharif on
Thursday for their first encounter
since the election, said Farhatullah
Babar, spokesman for Benazir's party.

A firebrand lawyer detained by
Musharraf since November, Aitzaz
Ahsan, called on Tuesday for the
presidenttoresign.

Opinion polls before the election
showed that up to three-quarters of
Pakistanis questioned said it was time
forhimto go.

With votes counted in 258 out of
272 constituencies, the Pakistan
People's Party (PPP) and Shanf's party
had a combined total of 153 seats, the
election commission said. The former
ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Q and
its allies together had 58.

Results also showed a near total
defeat for hardline Islamic parties that
under the previous administration
ruled Pakistan's North West Frontier
Province bordering Afghanistan.

A hostile parliament threatens the
political survival of Musharraf, who
could theoretically face impeach-
ment if the opposition gets a two-
thirds majority.

Analysts said Musharraf's most
likely strategy would be to woo

Bush wants Musharraf

Bulbul has already made state-
ment before a magistrate confess-
ing that he took part in the grisly
attacks while Tamim gave impor-
tant information about Zandal
when he was interrogated in
remand earlier.

Khaleda
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Detained former law minister

Moudud Ahmed and former state
minister for energy AKM
Mosharraf Hossain are also
accusedin the Niko case.

. ACC Assistant Director
Mahbubul Alam filed the Niko graft
case against Khaleda Zia and four
others on December9 lastyear. The
other accused are former energy
secretary Towfiqg-e-Elahi
Chowdhury, former acting energy
secretary Khandaker Shahidul
Islam, and Kashem Shanf -- vice-
president (South Asia) of Niko
Research Bangladesh Ltd.

Khaleda Zia was arrested on
Sept 2 last year after Gatco graft
case was filed against her.

Meanwhile, law enforcers have
recovered a laptop computer,
allegedly received by Joint
Secretary of the law ministry Noren
Das as a bribe, from his father-in-
law's residence at Shyampur in the
city. The ACC quizzed Noren on
Tuesday in connection with the
Niko graft case. .

UNB adds: Acting on the state-
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caucuses, US mediareported.

Hillary, stung by another griev-
ous blow to her hopes of becoming
America's history-making first
woman president, pleaded with
voters to pause to consider who
was truly qualified to lead the
country.

(Gen Moeen
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been exercised in Bangladesh In
the last 15 years, but without fol-
lowing the true essence of the
Westminster form of parliament.

"In our democracy, prime min-
ister completely becomes one-
man show,” he said, adding, "What
we actually follow here is not the
Westminster form.”

Speaking at the launch of his
book "Nirbachita Sankolon (se-
lected compilation)” at Kurmitola
Golf Club, General Moeen said
votes are not sold and bought in
that country (UK). "We should have
such model of democracy as will
suit us and that'swhy I stated about
our own brand of democracy.”

Stressing the need for unity at
national level, he said, "If we could
work together at the time of natural
calamity like Sidr, why not work
together on otherissues of national
importance.”

The army chief said his present
book will inspire him to write
another one, which will be named
"Shantir Pathe (Road to Peace)”.
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general of Bangladesh Poultry
Industry Association (BPIA), told
The Daily Star that they want banks
10 waive interests for a year and
reschedule their loan repayments
byanother three years.

BPIA sources said, out of Tk
10,000 crore investment in the
Sector, Tk 3,000 is loans.

The BB also drew ABB's atten-
tion to a complaint filed by the
France Federation of Textile

for document irregu-

and asked the banks to look
Antojr.

Crisis.

AL leaders Mukul Bose, Abdul
Mannan, Mahmudur Rahman
Manna, Akhtaruzzaman, Abdur
Rahman, Col (retd) Faruk Khan,
Habibur Rahman Siraj, Dr Abdur
Razzak, Dr Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin, Dr Dipu Moni,
Shahara Khatun, Nazma Rahman,
Capt (retd) ABM Tajul Islam, MA
Aziz and Qamrul Islam and former
Rajshahi University vice-
chancellor Prof Saidur Rahman
Khan, also spoke at the discussion
conducted by Asaduzzaman Noor
and Asim Kumar Ukil.

proposes.

The EC has retained its propos-
als for imposing restriction on
retired military or civil servants,
loan and utility bill defaulters, NGO
officials and independent candi-
dates regarding participation in
national polls,

A retired civil or military
bureaucrat will not be allowed to
contest parliamentary election
within three years after retirement.
Similar provision has been sug-
gested for officials of NGOs run on
foreign grants, the EC proposals
say.

see our report on electoral reform
talks. The caretaker government will
open its national dialogue with the
political parties after our talks are
completed,” said the CEC.

Participating in the EC's elec-
toral reform talks held in September
through November last year, some
political parties strongly demanded
repealing of the article 70 that gags
the lawmakers' voice.

Theissue of amending or repeal-
ing the article 70 of the Constitution
is likely to be discussed at the dia-
logue between the government and
the political parties as well.

Article 70 of the Constitution

"We have already asked the
government to create conducive
atmosphere for holding elections to
the local government bodies. The
government will decide the fate of
the state of emergency whether it
will be lifted or be relaxed in the
respective areas for the polls,” the
CECsaid.

"We are very much clear that
election campaigns can not be held
amid the state of emergency. So, we
asked the government to create an
environment for the electiops. The
government has to assist us in con-
ducting the polls,” the CEC added.

FROM PAGE 16
As the court resumed, a seven-
member full court of the Appellate
Division, headed by Chief Justice M
Ruhul Amin, got surprised after
examining the progress report
submitted by Attorney General
Fida M Kamal as asked for.
Expressing dissatisfaction over
the non-compliance attitude of the
bureaucracy, the apex court said it
had earlier given the government
time and again the deadline to
implementits directives on separat-
ing the judiciary from the executive,
Now the bureaucracy again started
the same dilly-dallying process of
executing its orders, it noted.

who was a senior assistant secre-
tary of the same ministry at the
time of the incident, confessed to
accepting the laptop in return for
assisting Niko in getting the deal to
explore gas.

On December 9 last year, the
anti-graft body filed a case with
Tejgaon Police Station against
Khaleda and others.

They were accused of signing
the illegal deal with Niko through
corruption.

Since filing of the case, about 40
people, including two former
ministers, have already been
quizzed.

questions.

He said General Moeen's book
will remain as historic document
and people will evaluate that the
army has worked for the country.
The book will also remain as basic
document forthe army.

The army chief's book was
reviewed by Dr Mahbubullah and
Prof Salahuddin Ahmed. Asia
Publication published the book.

The function was attended,
among others, by UNB Editor-in-
Chief Enayetullah Khan, former
FBCCI president Mir Nasir, jurnist
Dr Zahir and former BGMEA presi-
dentAnnisul Hugq.




