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Ekushey Book Fair “IA : f ”
i satisfactory arrangement
Date: February 1-29 :
mlpmmwds . .
:00am onwards on : | ]
ookl holdays an“ a e -- Nasiruddin Yousuff
10th International
‘ ERSHAD KAMOL
Short & Independent
Film Festival, Dhaka'08 NAZM. AHMED (T::}ilﬂéfﬂitﬂeﬁ’ﬂfu]‘illtﬂ is tlhﬂ' Olr%s;:llmng{gcg:lfre]t}a?; of Bangla
; ‘ | < re ol Internationa catre € served as
m F.:I;Hﬂ 14-22 A be'a_ullttful spring evening was the president of the Committee for Cultural Identity and
drastically altered by an unex- Development (CIDC), a part of the ITI Worldwide Commit-

Venue: Shawkat Osman Auditorium,

Central Public Library

11am: Pather Panchalii A Living
Resonance, 1000 Yards Stare, Buming

Wings

03pm: Moustaches Unlimited,
Taharao, Historia Nature, | Like You Too
05pm: Goodbye to Love, Apon's Bike,

The Snail, Celestial, Smokestack

07pm: Dunk, Sonata; A Story of Autism,

Background Sirens

Venue: Seminar Room, Central Public
Library | |
11am: Edith Coltier: A Light Ameng

Shadows, Framming
03pm: Pearl of Kaszon, The Ossuary,

The Water & the Mik, Cellucus, The

House

05pm: Pencl, The Other Face, Before
You Hit the Ground, The Dante Quartet,
Abel's Black Dog

07pm: The Bumblebee Man,
|.....Dreaming, White Sonata, The Last
Tnck

International Art

pected cold showeron February 19,
but inside the Bangladesh China
Friendship Conference Centre,
music enthusiasts had something
or rather 'someone' who had the
capability to take their minds off
the inhospitable weather,

Eminent Indian singer Manna
Dey took admirers down memory
lane with his classics at the first of
his two shows.

Embrasure Films, Inc and
Privanti Edit and Effects jointly
organised the shows titled '"Manna
Dey Night' to raise funds for Sidr-
victims in the south-western region
of the country. Half of the proceeds
from the shows will be donated to
the Chief Adviser's Relief Fund for
the rehabilitation of the Sidr-
victims, according to the organisers.

Noted Indian singer Arundhuti
Holme-Chowdhury also per-
formed at the show.

Arundhati started with a Tagore

dlf

CULTURE

culture@thedal

An evening of classics wi

lar.net

I'TI Theatre Festival '08

tee, three times. Currently he is the Director of CIDC. The
committee focuses on promoting dramatic forms and
expressions, which are essential components of cultural
identity. Current CIDC projects deal with wide-ranging
themes such as resolving socio-political conflicts through

artistic collaboration.

The convenor of the reception committee at the ITI Theatre
Festival, Yousuff said, “This year's arrangement is satisfactory.
Nineteen foreign delegates have arrived in Dhaka to partici-
pate atthe festival, in which leading troupes of the country will
stage their popular productions. For the third time the World-
wide Executive Committee meeting is being held here.”

“We are arranging workshops, however, BCITI should con-
sider arranging other activities such as producing plays involy-
ing the leading artistes of the country. The foreign experts can
also contribute to this type of theatre,” Yousuff added.

Nasiruddin Yousuff believes that with the help of
UNESCO, ITI should introduce scholarships in theatre at the
universities in the west for students from the developing
countries. This can develop the technical standard of world

lhealre which is currently in turmoil.
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Urubhangam A play with an

Exhibition song Dariye achho rumi. That was an l ar e SS a e
Organiser: Asiatic Society of Bangla- followed by Ei din jeno protidin : t - VV I l l g
desh phirey phirey ashey. After four more Manna Dey sings at the programme

Venue: Auditorium, Asiatic Sodiety of
Bangladesh, 5 Old Secretanat Road,
Nimtall, Ramna

songs and a short break came the
long-awaited moment. Manna Dey
took the stage and rendered

“Music is my passion and lan-
guage has never been anissue,” said
the veteran artiste and crooned the

Arundhati once again took the
stage and rendered Emni korey jaye
Jodi din, Joto bhabna chilo and

galis, Coffee House-er shei addata
aaj aar nei, the crowd seemed rapt.
Throughout the evening, the singer

endarywarrior Ashwathama (played by
HM. Shahjalal) announces that he
would have his revenge over the

Date; February 9-24 Shopno jodi modhur emon and Ei  evergreen hindi number from the Srabonerdhararmoto received over 160 requests Pandavs.

Time: 2pm-8pm kuley ami aar ot kuley tumi. Clas-  film Wagqt, Aye mere Zohra Jabeen. Decades on, the song still pul- “This is my fifth %’isit to Bangla- Syed mﬁﬁ mﬂa@anm,g
Theatre Festival sics like Chainey banchte ami Even at the age of 89, the rendi-  sates within the memory of count-  desh and I am delighted to be here Kauravsto take revenge on Bhimaforhis
Title: Natyo Parban 2008 premhin hajar bochor, Ami ajibon  tions did not seem to lack the less people. As Manna Dey on this stage and sing to you all,” mmmmmmmhﬁpm
Orgnasir: Jahangimagar Theatre shudhu bhool korey gechi and the  youthful vibrancy and versatility breathed life into the song thathas  said the gracious artiste. ous actions and finds peace in heroic
Venue: Mukta Mancha, Jahangimagar heart-rending Shey amar chhoto theartisteisknown for. single-handedly made his voice The second show was held at the death Theepilogueurgesforpeace.

University, Savar
Date: February 16-25

bonreceived rounds ofapplause.

After another short break

immortal to generations of Ben-

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yesterday,

The essence of Sanskrit theatre
has been aptly presented in the
directorial compositions of Wahida

Time: 7pm everyday

“« . : »” directorial compositions o Wahi
St Hridoye Mati O Manush” turns five S e R
Troupe: Prachyanat 5 sequgnce where the ialignl:;uirﬂs:l:;
Feb 22 . . =
HscalSove Call for an agrlcultural revolution £ morhents, meets his farly menn.

Troupe: Samageet

Solo Painting Exhibition

Title: Natural Affection

Artist: Kazi Kamrul Istam

Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, Road
15A (New), Dhanmondi

Date: February 13-23

Time: 3pm-8pm

Titfe: Moumnful Verses of Nature

Artist: Rejaul Kanm

Venue: Zainul Gallery, 1n5htute of Fme
Arts; Universityof Dhaka - 1
Date: February 16-24

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Hridoye Mati O Manush needs no
introduction to the Bangladeshi TV
audience. Hosted by media per-
sonality and agricultural activist
Shykh Seraj, (Director, News, Chan-
nel i), the programme started
initially on BTV as Mati O Manush
in 1982, and later continued on
ChannelifromFebruary 21,2004,
The informative programme is

industry’; a follow-up on 'the use of
urea and other harmful chemicals
in puffed rice'; ‘casaba farming in
the Monga-prone areas’; 'shrimp
farming in Khulna'; ‘unavailability
of safe fertilisers'; 'the erosion of
river banks and the tribulations of
the affected people’; 'bird flu
awareness' and special coverage of
the Bengal Meat Industry of Pabna
and the farmers market of Bogra,”
says Seraj.

Actors of Department of Theatre and Music, DU stage Urubhangam

As part of the ITI theatre festival,
Department of Theatre and Music,
University of Dhaka (DU) staged an
adaptation of Bhasa's
Urubhangam, based on the epic
Mahabharata, on February 19, at
Natmandol, DU campus.

As done in the traditional San-
skrit theatre style, accompanied by
acoustics, seven actors enter the
stage and subsequently pay hom-
age to the gods Brahma, Vishnu

and Kauravs are fighting) men-
tioned in the Mahabharata. In this
part, the Kaurav hero Duryodhana
starts a club (gada) fight with his
rival, the Pandav hero Bhima.

The energetic young actors, with
appropriate body movements and
voice modulation, successfully
created the brutality of war and
deceit -- suggested by Lord Krishna,
the leading light of the Pandavs,
Bhima strikes Duryodhana on his

bers is laudable. In this scene

Ashiqur Rahman Leeon's

perfor-

mance as the aged and blind

Dhritarashtra,

father of

Duryodhana, was remarkable. Syed
Mamun Reza as the dying hero
Duryodhana performed well.
Another important aspect of the
play is the simple yet effective set
and light designs by Syed Jamil
Ahmed. Baby Rozario's dance
composition and Aklima Islam

Kuheli and Tapan Kumar Sarkar's—

music composition have enriched

oy an 1nitiative to encourage the . o and Shiva. Displaying different Ll'ugh with the gﬂdﬂ. which is con- thEﬂESﬂlEﬁCSﬂf[hEplﬂY,
Elhlbltlo'n farmers and dere]npmenlsgin the o Siiﬁluﬂidf;r?:n?is;raﬁeﬁet spectacular stances the actors sidered 'dishonest’ ECCDl"dil'lgtD the The perfunnance bythE Depart-
Organiser: Nityaupahar agricultural sector. It covers all re%luctinn R b oS ol o A i continue this perfunngnce untl a lawsqfclubﬁglht-' ment of Theatre and 'Music on
Title: Dhrupadi Bomomala aspects of agriculture, its problems introduction of gutti urea’; 'the nanatur_takes the audience to the Thus act of violating the rules of war Febmaw 19 was a relief to the
Venue: Callery Nityaupahar, AzZiz  and possibilities and ways of introduction of hybrid i 'th concluding part of the Kurukshetra makes Balarama (played by Noor-us- audience in the midst of several
Super Market, Shahbag nenees e 4 the battleground where Pandavs — Saiyem Khan) agitated. Bven the leg-  average theatre productions.

Date: February 7-29
Time: 10am- 8pm

Photography Exhibition
Title: Turtle neck Mt Rubal Kang
Organiser: Benga! Gallery of Fine Arts
Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
House 275/F, Road 27 (old),
Dhanmondi

Date: February 15-21

Time: 12 8pm

Television of Sri Lanka produced a
Solo Photography To keep the countrymen abreast  cation’ and 'composite farming'.  safely’, 'fertiliser shortage', "Asian  documentary on him. i ;ﬂi‘;ﬂ;féi‘;ﬁ Dﬁ;‘gﬂ&:&gguﬁemungsg x
Exhibition of agricultural developments atan It also informed them on the farming methods', and 'the agri- A new programme, Krishi | ,fSM Sultan. At the pro e, the Adviser also pre-

Title: Escape lolandscape: The destiny
Artist: Mohammad Wayes

Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, Road
26 (0id), 15 A(new) Dhanmondi

Date: February 17-23

Time: 3108 pm

improving the farmers' livelihood.

According to Seraj, “My target-
audience initially consisted of
farmers and | advised them on
ways to improve their agricultural
activities. In time the viewership
has not been limited to just the
farmers, now traders and investors
take Interest in the show as well.
Which is why I have shifted my
emphasis to all aspects of agricul-
ture.”

international level, Seraj has
already filmed several episodes of
Hridoye Mati O Manush in coun-
tries such as the Philippines, Thai-
land and China.

In the first three years, the
programme introduced farmers to

— == -

Shykh Seraj in one of the episodes of Hridoye Mati O Manush

new methods like 'crop diversifi-

simpler ways of production, trans-
portation and marketing and how
to avoid dealing with the unneces-
sary middlemen. Meetings were
also held with the farmers before
the national annual budget each
year. Farmers were shown docu-

mentaries on 'handling food

cultural views of Rabindranath
Tagore'.

“Some of the topics covered in
tne fourth year were 'potato pro-
duction'’; 'the past, present and
future of the dairy industry’; 'the
salt industry’; 'jute production and

Wy

successful farming of baokul’, and
‘the farmers market of BDR and the
local government'.”

Shykh Seraj has received the
Ekushey Padak along with three
other National Awards -- National
Youth Award, Fisheries Award and
Poultry Award. He was awarded
USA Ashoka Fellow in 1993. In
recognition of his contribution to
the agricultural sector, Young Asia

Deebanishi, also hosted by Seraj, is
currently on air on Channel i, as an
extension of Hridoye Mati O
Manush.

Hridoye Mati O Manush will be
aired tonight (February 21) at 9:30
pm.
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ON AIR

Abdur Shakur Shah honoured with Sultan Medal

AZIBOR RAHMAN, back from Narail

Rasheda K. Chowdhury, Adviser to the Ministry of Cul-
tural Affairs, said that there is no place for fundamental-
ism in the society. In her view, education and culture can
be used as effective means against corruption.

The Adviser spoke on the last day (February 18) of
the Sultan Mela, held in Narail. She was the chief guest

sented the Sultan Padak (medal) to Abdur Shakur =
Shah, director of Institute of Fine Arts, DU. .
Additional Divisional Commissioner of Khulna,
Shamima Sultana also spoke at the programme chaired
by Mohammad Quayyum Sarder, Deputy Commuis-
sioner of Narail and President of the Sultan Foundation.
Among others, Mohammad Mizanur Rahman, Director

afna
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Shakur Shah also spoke on the occasion.

Abdur Shakur Shah receives the Sultan Padak from
Rasheda K. Chowdhury
e) of the local Shilpakala Academy and Abdur
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