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Ekushey
programme by
Padatik Natya
Sangsad

Padatik Natya Sangsad-Bangladesh
has been arranging cultural
programmes on February 21, for the
last nine years at Bokultola,
Charukola premises. However, due
to unavoidable circumstances, this
year the programme will be held at
the Plaza, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, says a press release. Cul-
tural personality Mustafa Monwar
will be presentas the chiefguest.

The programme will start at 10:30
am with the Padatik Natya Sangsad
artistes rendering chorus songs on
Ekushey February. The programme
will also feature songs, dance, reci-
tation and street theatre perfor-
mances by well-known artists of our
country. Language movement
veterans National Professor Sufia
Ahmed and Sved Badruddin
Hussain will be honoured at the
event.

Seminar on Digital

_ Filmmaking
10th Int'l Short and Independent Fllm Festlval

JAMIL MAHMUD

S part of ongoing 10th

International Short and

Independent Film Festival,
Dhaka-2008, a national seminar on
“Filmmaking in Digital Medium:
Bangladesh Perspective” was held
at the Sufia Kamal Auditorium,
National Museum on February 18,
Short and independent filmmak-
ers, film society activists and film
enthusiasts participated at the
seminar. Speakers focused on
filmmaking in the digital format
and the possibility of its screening
and distribution all over the coun-
try.

President of Bangladesh Short
Film Forum (BSFF), N. Rashed
Chowdhury was the coordinator of
the seminar. He also read out the

keynote paper. In his paper, Rashed
Chowdhury focused on ten issues
including forming a jury board
under BSFF to select films for
screening and distribution all over
the country. The board can also
showcase a package (about one
and a half hour long) of shorter
films.

A local cultural organisation in
every district can be selected as an
associate that would screen films in
district level. District Central Audi-
torium or the local Shilpakala
Academy can be the ideal place for
screening these films.

[n his paper, Rashed Chowdhury
also focused on the role of TV Chan-
nels. He pointed that in most of the
developed countries, private TV
Channels highlight short and
independent films. He urged the
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local TV Channels to come forward
and screen noteworthy short and
independent films.

Other participants at the discus-
sion talked about the possibilities
of issues addressed in the keynote
paper. Cinematographer and film
instructor Zahidur Rahim Anjan
said, “Throughout the history of
cinema, the popular format has
been changing with time. Besides,
the digital format is important as it
lowers the cost of filmmaking.

Regarding the distribution of
digital cinema, film enthusiast
Ishtiaq Ahmed pninted about the
use of Internet. “In this regard,
YouTube can be an ideal platform,”
he said.

Festival director and independ-
ent filmmaker Manzarehasin
Murad concluded the seminar.

Discussion marking Ekushey in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

‘Nilmon Gallery’, a research based
organisaton recently held a discus-
sion at the Pabna Central Shaheed
Minar premises, marking 'Ekushey
February'. Itwas the first programme
on Ekusheyin the district this year.
Former head of Bangla Depart-

ment, Pabna Edward College, Profes-
sor Md. Monwar Hossain Zahedi
chaired the meeting while Assistant
Superintendent of Police, Ehsan
Shah was the chief guest. Veteran
Journalist Ranaish Maitroy; Secre-
tary of Pabna Press Club, Utpal Mir-
za; Professor of History, Pabna
Edward College, Dr. Habibullah;

The T-shirt featuring imprint of the first Shaheed Minar being launched
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Convenor of Shammilito Sangshritik
Jote, Abul Kasem and head of Nilmon
Gallery, Sheikh Md. Sumon were
among others who spoke at the
discussion.

The speakers agreed on the opin-
ion that the Language Movement
veterans are mostly deprived of the
honour and appreciation they
deserve. Major streets or other
important venues in the district have
notbeen named after them in the last
sixdecades.

A T-shirt with the imprint of the
first Shaheed Minar of the country,
which was built on February 23,
1952, was launched at the
programme. The shirt also features
the first poem on the Language
Movement by Mahbubul Alam
Chowdhury, Kandte ashini, phashir
dabiniyeeshechhi.

A cultural programme was later
held at the Shaheed Minar premises.
Nilmon Gallery will pay tribute to the
Language Movement veterans of the
districton February 25, according to
sources.

victims

Conference Centre yesterday,
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Theatre testival begins at JU

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Jahangirnagar Theatre (JT), one of the leading
cultural organisations of Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity (JU), has arranged a ten-day long theatre
festival titled Natyo Parbon 2008, starting from
February 16, at the Mukta Mancha (open stage)
on the JU campus. Renowned theatre troupes
will stage their popular productions at the festi-

val.

Vice Chancellor of JU, Professor Khandakar
Mustahidur Rahman inaugurated the festival
near the sculpture Amor Ekushey. A colourful

procession circled the campus.

In the evening, a discussion was held at the

Mukta Mancha.

Moinuddin Pathan, Convener of the festival,
gave the welcome speech. Pathan said that the
festival is dedicated to the memory of the
recently deceased theatre icon and a key figure
of the cultural movementat JU, Selim Al Deen.

Professor A K.M Shahnewaz, President of JT,
chaired the programme. In his speech, Professor
Shahnewaz reminisced on Al Deen. He said that,
every year Selim Al Deen inaugurated the festi-

Grameenphoneis the sponsor ofthe festival.

On the opening day, Theatre Art Unit staged
Amina Sundari. Based on a 300-year-old folk
tale from the Chittagong region, Nachhar
Malum O Bhelua Sundari, the play focuses on
love, dedication and the agonies in the lives of
women in oursociety.

The central character of the
Sundari. After her husband Nachhar Malum
leaves for Burma, Amina enduring solitude,
hoping that he would come back someday.
Meanwhile in Burma, Nachhar marries a local
merchant's daughter Ekhin. Several years later,
when Nachhar returns home, he finds Amina
has moved. Nachhar finds Amina at Bhola
Shawdagar's house but does not realise what
circumstances puther there.

Adapted by renowned theatre personality
S.M Solaiman, the play is directed by Rokeya
Rafig Baby. Shimul Khan, Farida Lima and Anu
took turns in playing the role of Amina Sundari.
Selim Mahbub has directed the music.

Throughout the festival, Jahangirnagar Thea-
tre, Prachyanat, Udichi, Pranganey Mor and
Subachan Natya Sangsad staged Jol Taranga,

play is Amina

Banglalink's

culture@thedailystar net

In aid of Sidr

Manna Dey
in Dhaka

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Runuwncd Indian singer Manna Dey
is in town. The artiste performed at
the Bangladesh-China Friendship

At a press conference held at the
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel on Munday
the singer seemed delighted to be in
Dhaka, showered with adulation of
admirers.

Embrasure Films Inc and Priyonti
Edit and Effects have ]mndy organ-
ised two shows titled 'Manna Dey
Night' to raise funds for Sidr-victims.

Sheraton Hotel will host the
second show this evening at the
Winter Garden at 6:30pm. Half of the
proceeds of the shows will be
donated to the Chief Adviser's Relief
Fund for the rehabilitation of the
Sidr-victims,

Noted Indian singer Arundhati
Holme Choudhury will accompany
MannaDeyin the shows.

Iranian Film
Festival held

A scene from Children of Heaven

Department of Persian, University of
Dhaka and the Iranian Cultural
Centre have jointly organised a film
festival at the TSC Auditorium that
began from February 17. The festival
isan initiative to help raise money for
Sidr-affected school children and to
rebuild schools, says a press release.
Films screened at the festival
included Children of Heaven, Ami
Baachtay Chai, Mister Juju and
Kandahar. The shows started at
llam everyday and continued till
8pm. The festival ended yesterday:

---------------------

donation

Banglalink donated an amount
of BDT 37 lac generated through
fund raising activities, in aid of
the Sidr affected people, says a
pressrelease.

CEO of Banglalink Rashid
Khan handed over the cheque to
the Chief Adviser Dr.
Fakhruddin Ahmed at his office
recently.

Banglalink organised two
fund-raising activities immedi-
ately after Cyclone Sidr titled
Desh Music Fest concert at
Kamlapur Stadium and the SMS

ITI Theatre Festival '08

“Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
providing necessary support”

-- DG of BSA

ERSHAD KAMOL

For the second time Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
(BSA) and Bangladesh Centre of International Theatre
Institute (BCITI) are jointly organising ITI theatre
festival with the Bangladesh Centre.

Speaking on the reason behind organising the
festival jointly with BCITI, Director General of Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy, Quamrul Hassan, ndc, said,
“We are delighted to be a part of an internationally
recognised theatre festival. At present, itis not pussib!c?
for BSA to arrange this type of festival by itself. We
admire the initiative of BCITI and want to be a part of
"

On the mode of support provided by BSA, the DG
said,

“We are providing the venues -- National Theatre
Stage and the Experimental Theatre Stage -- absolutely
free of charge throughout the festival. BSA is also sup-
porting in organisational activities. The Director of
Department of Theatre and

Film, BSA is a member of the festival's steering
committee.

“We are trying to provide every possible support to

PHOTO STAR  the BCITI,” he added.
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“Tin Kanya Daan”, “Chilekothar Sepai" and
"Neel Mayurer Jouban” to be staged today

Dance troupe Nrityanchal will
stage their production Tin Kanya
Daan at the National Theatre
Stage today. Three legendary
characters -- Draupadi from the
epic Mahabharat, Behula from
Manashamangal and Sakina Bibi
from Purbo-Bango Geetika -- will
be enacted in the production.

At the Experimental Theatre
Stage, the Barisal based troupe

Shabdaboli will stage Neel
Mayurer Jouban. Shunanda
Bashar has dramatised the play
from Selina Hossain's novel with
the same title. The play features
the historical struggle of the
Bengalis since the era of
Charyapada. In the play, the
manuscript of Charyapada --
with its 47 verses written by 23
poets -- has been featured as a
resistance to write in their own
language against the rulers who
enforced the use of Sanskrit.

Udichi Drama Department will
stage Chilekothar Sepai at Mahila
Samity Stage. Ratan Siddiqui has
dramatised Aktaruzzaman Elias'
popular nﬂvel set against the
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- 11-pointdemand by the students -

A -y
Actors of Shabdaboli in Neel Mayurer Jouban

backdmp of the volatile political
situation of the country during
the mass upsurge of 1969. Ratan
has only selected a part of the
novel highlighting Dhaka.

During the mass upsurge, two
movements a six-point
demand by Awami League and an

-- simultaneously mobilised the
people against the Pakistani
oppressors. Through Osman, the
central character in the play, the
students' movement is depicted
as more influential than the six-
pointdemand. Kamaluddin Kabir
isthedirectoroftheplay.

“Swapno Dhekhbo Bole”: Tele-film on
acid violence

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

The premier show of a tele-film
titted Swapno Dhekhbo Bole was
held at the local Shilpakala
Academy auditorium recently. The
tele-film directed by Rajat
Chowdhury Joy, highlights acid
violence.

Ekramul Hoque Titu, Panel
Chairman-1 of Mymensingh
municipality inaugurated the
programme. The function was also
attended by the principal of
Mymensingh Polytechnic
Institute, Md. Abdur Razzagq;
journalist Ataul Karim Khokon;

The tele-film was screened at
differentlocations in Mymensingh.
Litu Anam and newcomer Smriti
Dutta have played the central roles
in thetele-film.

Director of the tele-film, Rajat
Chowdhury Joy, said that the tele-
film has been submitted to a
private TV channel and it should be
aired soon.
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