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More woe
for PSG

AFP, Paris

French giants Paris St Germain
plunged closer to the relegation
trapdoor on Sunday when they
squandered a one-goal lead to lose
2-1 at bitterrivals Marseille,

The defeat left PSG just two
places and three points off the drop
zone and piled further pressure on
coach Paul Le Guen while Marseille
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AFP, Gelsenkirchen

Bundesliga side Schalke 04 face
Porto at the Veltins Arena here on
Tuesday in the first-leg of the
Champions League first knock-
out round with the Portuguese
relishing a return to the scene of
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Porto relish Veltins return

Mourinho, who won the
Champions League almost four
years ago.

"We have some great memories
of that night, it'll be great to walk
back into the stadium again and
letthe memories come back.”

But such nostalgic talk is of
little interest to current coach
Jesualdo Ferreira as his side chase
athird Champions League title.

"The gossip about 2004 must

1 at home to VIL Wolfsburg on
Friday which cost them third place
in the German league which left
coach Mirko Slomka far from
happy.

But Schalke, who won the UEFA
Cup in 1997, only conceded four
goals in their Champions League
Pool B as they finished second
behind group winners Chelsea.

Porto's main play-makers
come from their strong midfield

moved into fourth place and still | their most recent European tri- gtop,” he said. with Brazilian Paulo Assuncao and
hopeful of a European place next | umph. "Thisis acrucial away game for Portugal international Raul
term, : By Porto lifted the Champions us and Schalke are a strong side, Meireles playing alongside "El
Meanwhile, Bordeaux humili- | 1eague in Gelsenkirchen in May robably stronger than Monaco," Comandante” - Argentinian
ated Monaco 6-0, andembarrassed | 5004 when they inflicted a 3-0 Eaidtherii- ; (e ' A A .
: ok B year-old. Lucho Gonzales.

3 the watf:lurng P""FL Albert, to defeat on Monaco and Angolan Porto come into Tuesday's Schalke have Germany strikers
move within a point of league (afen il Basea Hin: 1 : h y a a y |
leaders Lyon who lost 1-0 at Le SRICLIALY. £.L0X0 manuel was ﬁr'st-leg clash on the backofa3-0 Gerald Asamoah and Kevin
Mans on Saturday. overjoyed when his side drew winaway to Maritimo at the week- Kuranyi to rely on and will be

At the Stade Velodrome, PSG SChilfki'- end having conceded only seven looking to make the most of home
took the lead on the half hour mark "-51'“'”_“' was my personal goals all season as they sit top of advantage before the return leg on
when Laurent Bonnart brought wish,” said I-.munuul. one of a thePortuguese Liga. the Algarve in the 50,000 seater
down Amara Diane which allowed | handful of survivors in the current In contrast, Schalke suffered a Estadio do Dragao stadium on
Jerome Rothen to score from the | squad, under then manager Jose shock when they were humbled 2- March 5.
penalty spot.

But Nigerian star Taye Taiwo,
who had scored in the midweek < o @ ©
UEFA Cup win over Spartak Florentlna ba
Moscow, levelled with a drive from C ln l
an acute angle in the 35th minute
before Mamadou . Niang added a
crucial second just before half- | AFP, Rome oft Livorno 2-0 atthe San Sirowhile  Cristuan Chivu.
time. closest challengers Romalost 1-0 at He was then on hand to tap

Mathieu Valbuena created the Florentina moved  third-place Juventus. home the loose ball after two
opportunity for Niang to register D RSt There was also disappointment defenders got in each other's way
his 12th league goal of the season. Champions forACMilanwhocouldnotprovide and failed to clear a cross from

"We felt we were on top in the League conten- veteran defender Paolo Maldini Brazilian left-back Maxwell, who
first half hour so it is really annoy- tion with a 2-1 withavictoryon his 1,000thmatch had done well to skip past two
ing to loselike that," said Le Guen. home win over in professional football as they challengesand gettothebyline.

‘It's been a long time since Catania on drew0-0atlowlyParma. Inter have won 18 and drawn

PHOTO AFP | Marseille have been tested like that | _ Sunday as they Honduran forward David Suazo just five of their 23 matches this
Villarreal winger Robert Pires (R) hurdles the challenge of Racing Santander defender Ezequiel Garay during their Primera Liga clash at E Madrigal on Sunday. at the Velodrome so it's even more | reclaimed fourth spot in Serie A scored both Inter goals within four  season. They also have the best
annoying not to be rewarded with | from reigning European champi- minutesofeachotherinthe firsthalf. attack and the meanestdefence.
points.” ons ACMilan. ¢ Inter had rested first-choice Roma missed the chance to
. @ O At the Stade Louis II, Laurent Zradko Kuzmanovic gave strike pair Zlatan Ibrahimovic and keep pace with the champions as
Hltlnan Blanc's Bordeaux side scored all | Fiorentina the lead after 41 min- Julio Cruz ahead of their midweek veteran Juve forward Alessandro
e l‘ O mls S ‘ an‘ e their six goal in the second half to | utes heading in a Mario Alberto Champions League trip to Del Piero's bullet free-kick on the
deli hts "mgﬁﬂﬁﬂhﬂpfﬁﬁmﬂmL}'Uf’l: : Santnnaxcrpg;. | Liverpool, giving Suazo and stroke of half-time settled the
B g : _ - Bordeaux opened the scoring HutLahuu;!!m:f:llv{lnn thehour Argentine Hernan Crespo a rare match.
REUTERS, Madrid Real lead the standings on 56 yellow card after the break and | sixminutes after the interval when | when Juan Vargas unleashed a  startup front. "We knew we could play a great
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Hitzfield

AFP, Berlin

Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld
was full of praise for Luca Toni
who bagged his first Bundesliga
hattrick to fire Bayern Munich
back into a three-point lead at
the top of the table in the 3-0
win at Hanover.

The 30-year-old overtook
Borussia Dortmund's Mladen
Petric to return to the top of the
Bundesliga scoring chart with
13 goals as the Italian World Cup
winner's treble Kkilled off

-Hapover's challenge.
Toni has scored 22 goals in 25

Atletico Madnd
missed the
chance to
tighten their
grip on a
Champions
League place
when they

surrendered an

early lead to slip

to a 2-1 defeat athome to Athletic
Bilbao on Sunday.

Third-placed Villarreal also
lost ground on the leaders when
they were held to a 0-0 draw at
home by Racing Santander, with
Itahhan striker -Giuseppes Rossi

%

points, Barca follow on 51 and
Villarreal are now eight points
further back on 43, two clear of
Atletico.

Atletico went ahead at the
Calderon after five minutes when
an Antonio Lopez cross skidded
off the greasy surface in front of
Sergio Aguero and Bilbao
defender Fernando Amorebieta
and spun inside the far post.

Bilbao threatened little in the
opening half hour but turned the
tables on the home side with two
sharp finishes in the closing
minutes of the first period.

Midfielder Markel Susaeta
scored the first, drilling home

they never looked like getting
backinto the game.

Basement side Levante
clinched only their fourth win of
the season when they came from
behind to beat Osasuna 2-1 at
home but the Valencia-based side
remain seven points adrift at the
bottom of the table.

Recreativo Huelva also fought
their way back from a goal down
to clinch a 3-2 victory over
Deportivo Coruna in a tense
battle between two more relega-
tion candidates, Uruguayan
defender Martin Caceres heading
in the winner two minutes from
time.

Argentinian import Fernando
Cavenaghi converted a Johan
Micoud pass.

Micoud added a second with a
drive off the underside of the cross-
bar on the hour mark before
Cavenaghi added his second, and
his team's third, four minutes later.

Monaco's problems deep-
ened in the 65th minute when
Diego Perez was red-carded for
a crunching foul on David
Bellion leaving the way clear for
Micoud, Marouane Chamakh
and Gabriel Obertan to compete
the rout.

)

powerful long-range drive which
was too hot for goalkeeper Vlada
Avramovto handle.

It was a tough top flight debut
for Avramov, who had replaced
Sebastien Frey, who had picked up
a thigh injury, in the first half,

Romanian striker Adrian Mutu,
however, hit his 14 league goal of
the season to give Fiorentina the
three points with a 20-metre strike.

Fiorentina now have 41 points,
three more than Milan, who were
held to a 0-0 draw by Parma on
Saturday.

Sampdoria won the Genoa derby;,
and kept their UEFA Cup qualifica-
tion hopes alive, with a 1-0 win
thanks to an.87th-minute winner

France captain Patrick Vieira
was suspended and Chilean
midhield playmaker Luis Jimenez
was out injured but it made no
difference as Inter proved too
powerful for opponents who only
three days earlier had come away
from the San Siro with a 1-1 draw
against Milan.

Inter coach Roberto Mancini
turned his attentions to the
Liverpool match on Tuesday but
refused to get carried away by the
English team's embarrassing FA
Cup defeat to second tier Barnsley
on Saturday.

“The important thing was to win
and nowwe can concentrate on the

Champions League, " said Mancini

match and that's exactly what we
did," said the match-winner.

It means Juve are just one point
behind Roma in third now and will
rest up in midweek as Roma tackle
Real Madrid in the Champions
League.

Del Piergp ‘riflied :an
unstopppable shot into the top
corner after Czech winger Pavel
Nedved had drawn a foul from
French centre-back Philippe
Mexes just over 20 yards from goal.

TOPSIX

ltalian league table after Sunday's
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just getting better and better for
us,” said Bayern coach Ottmar
Hitzfeld.

“He has the killer instinct and is
a quality forward who works tire-
lessly in front of goal, he showed
why he is aWorld Cup winner.”

And Hitzfeld singled out
Germany star Bastian
Schweinsteiger for special praise
after a superb performace in lead-
ing Bayern's midfield in attack
having struggled for form in recent
weeks.

“He is really concentrating
again and distributing the ball well.

“lam very pleased for him to see
he is back to the level we hope to
seeeveryweek fromhim.”

[talian Toni began his scoring
spree with a superb turn on the
volley after a header from Dutch
hardman Mark van Bommel on 58
minutes and then stabbed home a
pass to make it two on 64 minutes
before he lobbed the goalkeeper on
82 minutes.

The win puts Bayern on 43
points - three clear of second-
placed Werder Bremen.

Balotelli wants
Italian cap

INTERNET, undated

Inter’s teenage striking sensation

points of Real Madrid on
Saturday when they scrambled a
2-1 win away to Real Zaragoza
while theleaders slumpedtoa2-1
defeatat Real Betis.

to touch a Fran Yeste free kick into
the net wath his calf.

Atletico suffered another blow
when midfielder Raul Garcia was
sent off after picking up a second

Villarreal 24 13
Atletico Madnd 24 12
Espanyol 24 11
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Henin warms up well

QTennis

AFP, Antwerp

Seven-times Grand Slam cham-
pion Justine Henin is setting her
long-term sights on a Wimbledon
crown after winning her first career
titleathome in Belgium on Sunday.

The Belgian lifted her spirits
after a dismal Australian Open as
she won the home WTA Diamond
Games 6-3, 6-3 over Italian chal-
lenger Karin Knapp.

The world number one is keen
to complete her missing link of
trophies at majorswith a title run at
the All England Club this summer.

The success in front of a hugely
partisan crowd of 15,000 at the
Sportpaleis went a long way to
boost Henin, who had to take a
cortisone shot and rest after losing
in the Melbourne quarterfinals.

The Antwerp win was particu-
larly cherished as it came at the
event's final edition. A WTA calen-

for me,” said the world number one,
now a winner of 41 career titles,
including her seven Slams.

‘I've had tough matches but
came through. It's just perfect to
win at home in Belgium. I've
thought about this for a long time.
Therewas alotof pressure on me to
dowellathome.

It has been my goal this week,
I'msohappyl'vebeenabletodoit.”

But Henin, now with 41 titles,
hintsatmore to come: 'Wimbledon
1s now a huge goal for me, it's the
onlygrandslam I've never won."

The win was her 11th of the
season against the Melbourne
defeatto Maria Sharapova.

Heninhasnowwontenfinalsina
row, last tasting defeat against
Serena Williams in Miami, April,
2007.The Belgian came good on her
third appearance in Antwerp after a
2002 finaland 2003 semifinal.

She returned home to play for
the first time in five years and kept
the tournament on its feet finan-
cially as more than 100,000 fans

long-odds hopes of soon returning
to the WTA fold.

“Selling 100.000 tickets was the
aim we had set for 2008 and we'll
make it", promoter Bob Verbeeck
said.

"I still hope to organise a WTA
tournament in the future. We have
a loyal and satisfied title sponsor
who wants to keep on supporting a
successful project.

"In Dubai we will have a meet-
ing with WTA boss Larry Scott. We
will bring along our debriefing of
the Diamond Games 2008, and
witnessreports by the players.

“Our ambition remains to orga-
nize a WIA tournament with a
minimum of 3 top ten players and 6
to 7 players from the top 20 - of
courseincluding Justine Henin.

“Time will tell, but we should
knowmore by the end of March."

Henin's victory was her second
title 0f 2007 after Sydneyin January.

She will next play in Dubai in a
week after pulling out of next
week's required WTA event in

LeMans 25 11 4 1030 33 37

Hostile crowds
greet Japan

AFP, Chongqing

Japan coach Takeshi Okada has
warned his squad to prepare for
hostile Chinese fans head of agame
against the hosts in the East Asian
championship here on Wednesday.

"It will be worse than this when
we play China,” he said after
Chinese spectators booed and
jeered Japanese players in their 1-1
draw with North Korea on Sunday.

The Blue Samurai came to this
inland industrial city with bitter
memories of the 2004 Asian Cup
when Chinese spectators jeered
while the Japanese national
anthem was played.

They also hurled paper cups
and plastic bottles at Japanese
supporters during matches.

Japan went on to beat China in
the final in Beijing for their third
continental title, sparking a near
riot, with a Japanese diplomat's car
vandalised atthe venue.

It was a time when Japan and
China were at the height of a terri-
tonal row over East China Sea
1slets, as well as simmering antipa-
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PHOTO. AFP

Fiorentina striker Adrian Mutu (R) challenges for the ball with Catania defender Alvarez during their Serie A match at
the Artemio Franchi Stadiumin Florence on Sunday.
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