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...the threat from within
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usurped power changed the

constitution to allow religion-
based parties to resurface.
Parties, such as Jamaat-e-
Islami, who collaborated with
the Pakistan Army in geno-
cidal violence in 1971, came
back with a bang. The
Islamist parties, awash with
funds raised from home and
abroad, have their tentacles
deep into Bangladesh.
Anyone daring to challenge
their political and social
agenda faces intimidation
and violence from organised
cadres of party workers.
Today, the Islamist parties,
with their affiliated banks,
insurance, hospitals, schools,
madrassas, industrial units
and trading houses, are the
most well-organised sector in
the political arena. While
Islamist parties profess to
believe in ballots rather then
bullets for coming to power,
the social order which they
profess to establish has no
room for political parties,
election or any mode of
expressing dissent. Election,
if they happen to win once,
will be the last.

The Islamic militants who
had been active in
Bangladesh since the mid-
1990s are mostly off-shoots of
the Islamist Parties that oper-
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atein the open. Although, the
militant groups, such as the
Jamaatul Mujahedin
Bangladesh (IMB) or
Harkatul Jihad al-Islami
(HUJI), became autonomous
in their operations, their
umbilical cords with the
mother parties were never
snapped. The militants aim
to establish an Islamic state in
Bangladesh with violent
means, if necessary. To this
end, they directed their
attacks on NGOs, cultural
organizations, women and
civil rights bodies and intel-
lectuals who hold secular
views. In 1999-2005, more
than 100 persons died and
many more were injured in
about a dozen bomb attacks
across the country. The tar-
gets in all these attacks were
individuals, organizations or
events considered “un-
[slamic” by the militants. Yet
the Government remained in
a denial mode, arguing those
to be the attempts by the
opposition to destabilize the
government and to tarnish
the image of Bangladesh
abroad. The “eyewash” was
so blatant that the Judicial
Enquiry set up after the 22
August 2004 grenade attack
on AL rally exonerated the
[slamists and blamed it on an
unnamed “foreign power."
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The truth is only now being

revealed. |
On 17 August 2005, the ]IMB

militants came out in the
open by exploding series of
home-made bombs all across
the country in about an
hour's time. It was apparent
that without a nationwide
network of organisaion and
support such acts were
impossible, Further proof of
their strength and the degree
of indoctrination of their
members were evident in the
deadly suicide bombings in
crowded courthouses at vari-
ous places that followed a few
months later. Under enor-
mous domestic and interna-
tional pressure the govern-
ment had to move into action
and by March 2006, JMB lead-
ers along with a large number
of activists had been arrested,
prosecuted and in about one
year most of the leadership
walked to the gallows.
Meanwhile, HUJI, a terrorist
organization with links to
Pakistan and India, was
banned and its local leader
Mufti Hannan was arrested in
October 2005. HUJI was
accused of a number of bomb
attacks including planting
bomb in 1995 to kill the then
Prime Minister Sheikh.
Hasina. Other organizations
with terrorist link that sur-
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faced were: Ahle Hadith
Andolon Bangladesh (AHAB)
and Hizb-ut-Tawhid (HuT).
Although many of the terror-
ist leaders and party workers
have been arrested, the ideo-
logical roots behind religious
fanaticism remain intact. In
fact, the critics point out that
the government could only
nab the low and middle rank
activists, but the kingpins are
still at large. Incidents of
recovery of militant books
and pamphlets, arms and
explosives and arrest of mili-
tant gangs every now and
then proves the point that the
militants are there, may be
hibernating now, waiting to
come out at the opportune
moment.

So far, most of the militants
arrested were madrassa edu-
cated youth from the rural
areas who could be easily
motivated and brainwashed.
But more worrisome has been
the recent arrival of Hizb ut-
Tahrir (HuT), the “new kids on
the block” HuT is a Pan-
[slamic organization that
aims to establish a Caliphate,
first in the Islamic world and
ultimately the world over. Its
manifesto divides the coun-
tries of the world into three
categories: Dar ul-Islam
(Land of Islam), Dar ul-Kuffar
(Land of the Non-believers)

and Dar ul-Harb (Land of
War). The HuT terms Muslim
majority countries, including
Bangladesh as Dar ul-Kuffar.
HuT believes that these states
must first be turned into Dar
ul-Islam. Eventually the non-
Muslim majority countries,
which are Dar ul-Harb, would
be turned into the Dar ul-
Islam. In this process, if
peaceful persuasion (Dawa)
fails, 'Jihad' will be resorted
to. Interestingly, youths from
middle and upper class back-
ground with mainstream
education are joining the
HuT. Although the party does
not recognize the sovereignty
of Bangladesh, the HuT has
been allowed to open offices,
publish books and pam-
phlets, and hold rallies in the
capital even atatime of emer-
gency. Another example of
benign neglect!

Islamic militants in
Bangladesh, like others
across the globe believe that
they are engaged in a just
struggle to establish an
Islamic order, first in their
own state and then in the
whole world; violence is only
a means to that end. The
militants are trying to hijack
the peaceful edifice of Islam;
this we cannot allow to hap-
pen. We, therefore, need to
formulate a comprehensive

strategy to counter the threat

of militancy. Bangladesh

Enterprise Institute (BEI), a

non-profit research body, has

done some pioneering task in

this regard. A BEI sponsored

Think-Tank, which included

this writer, have prepared a

Counter Terrorism Strategy

Paper and submitted it to the

Government for their consid-

eration. The salient features

of the action plan are:

Prevent terrorism by block-

ing the process of radicaliza-

tion of individuals and

groups.

® Awareness campaign
among all, including
religious leaders

® Reducing poverty and
economic disparity

® Education reform, espe-
cially Madrassa educa-
tion reform

® Employmentgeneration

® Sport and entertainment
facilities

® Pursue terrorist organi-
zation, break up their
cells, arrest and prose-
cute the terrorists.

® Up-to-date intelligence
and vigorous law
enforcement

® Formation of a high-
powered Counter
Terrorism Cell

® Anti-terrorism legisla-
tion
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® Anti-money Laundering
Act and related infra-
structures

® Protect the public, Key
national infrastructures
and national interests
from terrorist attacks.

® Physical protection of

people, property and
interest

®0 Border control and immi-
gration

® Monitoring movement of
arms and explosives
® Prepare to manage the
aftereffect of a terrorist
attack.
® Introduce Terror Alert
Levels
® Rapidresponse to crisis
® Damage Control and
recovery mechanism
The Counter Terrorism
Strategy Paper is an impor-
tant tool based on which
detailed national plan could
be drawn out to counter the
[slamic militants in
Bangladesh. Unless we take
the threat of creeping reli-
gious extremism seriously
and plan effective counter-
measures, it could jeopardize
our future as a prosperous,
modern, democratic nation.
Need for the hour is to unite

against all forms of religious

extremism and violence.

The writeris Air Cdre Retd.
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% SUNGNAM TEXTILE MILLS LTD.
Produce all range of Nylon & Polyester Fabrics Weaving Capacity of 15 million Yards per year.

% SAVAR DYEING & FINISHING IND, ‘LTD"‘
Produce all range of Nylon & Polyester Fabrics

MMMT&S’M&M&I& d with diff
ﬁmh CIRE, WR, WP, PU, PU Pigment g i

Coating Breathable Coating upto 10,000 mm with Capacity of

midlion Yards per ,mmrmammmwmfm Polyester Fabrics.

Produce Quilting with many designs upto 90"
Normal & Computerised Quilting Machine.

% SHINHAN EMULSION' co.tsm LTD

PADDING (CEPZ) LTD.

SYNTHETIC FIBRE PRODUCTS IND. LTD.

- Produce Various type of NON WOVEN (FUSIBLE & NON FUSIBLE) INTERLINING
b o ﬂﬂbfﬂuGSM} with Capacity of 10 million Yards per year.

* Produce al type of Padding with Capacity of 25 million Yards per year & also produce
"BALL PADDING" with capacity of 300 MT per year.

o YOLINGSTNNEE GARMENT ACCESSORIES IND. LTD. RS A
Poly Bag & Blister Bag on PP, LOPE & HOPE wth Capacity 1280 MT per year having 6 color Flexographicprintng,

width Capacity of 12 million Yards per year at
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4800 Tons per year in Two m Ko
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Produce all types of Acrylic, m Wi rulto i
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House # 374 (2nd Floor), wmmvom.m&u.m.-m sdech’ X8, - *:*' - '
Tel: 880- 2- 811120, 811510, SV, Fax : 880- 2- 8826343 |

Suite # 802, Concord Tower
113, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue
Dhaka -1000, Bangladesh

Tel: (8802)933-5607-10

Fax: (8802)933-5611

AccessTEL

THE BROADBAND COMPANY
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