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Preparing for climate change

Put shoulder to the wheel
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QAZz1 KHOLIQUZZAMAN AHMAD these natural disasters are now  ring in increasing numbers. At designed and implemented to
................................................. increasing around theworld. In  the same time, ice is melting address the issues. It is jointly ! f

HE Earth is warming Artic and Antarctic regions, fast everywhere at resides. managed by UN World Y.

and climate is chang-  highlands and elsewhere ice is  Considering all these develop- Meteorological Organization ;‘f N

ing. Scientific evi- melting fast. The sea level is ments, it can be said that cli- (WMO) and United Nations " & Y (e o 4 . p. - ’

dence in favour of rising. Biodiversity is eroding mate change is clearly acceler: Environment Programme - N *y[' v ! 4 * Ly ) \
these developments is over- widely. These disasters are ating. The manner and num- (UNEP) The First Assessment ‘ &\ i - . 1 ;AN v !
whelming and the conse- causing widespread adverse bers in which these natural Report was published in 1990, pe) X  § e , 3 « SN Ui
quences of climate change are  impact on both natural and disasters are occurring around the Second in 1995 and the o~y ﬂ _ ! :
unfolding. Even a few years socio-economicsystems. the world are in tune with the Thirdin2001. By {
ago, it could not be foreseen After Bangladesh has been likely pattern predicted by the An assessment is divided '
that climate change would be hit by two major floods and a Intergovernmental Panel on into three broad aspects, each
taking place as fast as itisnow. devastating cyclone Sider in Climate Change (IPCC). It is dealtwithbywhatisknownasa
Of course climate variability 2007, aquestion hasoftenbeen almost certain that in future Working Group (WG). WG |
occurs over time, evenduringa asked: have these natural devastating natural disasters deals with the science of cli-
day and spatially in the process  disasters been caused by cli- will occur more frequently in mate change; WG II with cli-
of natural climatic evolution, mate change? Both the floods various regions of the world mate change impacts, adapta-
i.e. without human interven- and the cyclone have occurred and in various countries, Why, tion, and vulnerability; and WG
tions. But, the kind of climate at times of the year when such  because the process of global III with mitigation of climate
change that we are now wit- disasters can naturally occurin  warmingis accelerating. change. The outcome of the
nessing is mostly Bangladesh. From a scientific INTRODUCING IPCC: I work of each WG is a major
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anthropogenic. It is due to the
increasing global warming over
a long time caused by increas-
ing emissions of greenhouse
gases as a result of human
activities such as burning of
fossil fuel, productive activi-
ties, transportation, marketing,
land use, deforestation and
various otheractivities.
Climate change manifests
itself in natural disasters of
various types. These include
devastating floods, droughts,
cyclones, and hurricanes. Both
the number and the intensity ol

point of view it cannot, there-
fore, be said for sure that these
have been directly caused by
climate change. But, it can be
said with a high degree of confi-
dence that these are related to
the evolving climate change.
[his is because one calendar
year saw three major natural
disasters in Bangladesh, ol
which there is no known past
record. Also, in various regions
of the world intense precipita-
tion, floods, cyclones, hurri-
canes and other natural disas-
ters have recently been occur-

¥ V
- W # .. o L - . &

shall often use here the find-
ings of the IPCC, particularly its
Fourth Assessment Reporl

(AR4) published in 2007. A brief

introduction to the IPCC may,
therefore, be in order. The IPCC
was awarded Nobel Peace Prize
for 2007, jointly with former US
Vice President Al-gore. It was
established in 1987 within the
framework of the United
Nations as an intergovernmen-
tal body to review the science
and implications of climate
change to provide a basis for
policies and actions to be
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report, which includes a main
report, a technical summary
and a summary for policy-
makers (SPM). A synthesis
reportisalso prepared covering
all the three WG reports. In
addition, special reports are
also prepared on certain key
iIssues as deemed necessary.
[hese reports are prepared
by experts drawn from all
around the world but it is the
governments which finally
have to accept them. Once a
reportis finalized, ameeting
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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Tired of complicated importing processes? DHL Import Express is the simpler, faster way to import door-to-door from over 210 countries. You get
one invoice for one pre-agreed price in your local currency from one company. That means no third party, no hidden costs and less paperwork. Use
Import Express Online, our new e-tool, and you also enjoy greater security, convenience and control. With streamlined Customs clearance, global track
and trace, superior customer service and leading transit times, DHL Express goes all the way to keep importing simple!
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Contact OHL Express, BD today: 9881703 (Dhaka) / 812571-4 (Chittagong). www.allthewaydhl.com/imp/
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