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SC critical of BIBIYANA POWER PLANT
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UNB, Dhaka

The Supreme Court was yesterday
critical of bureaucratic attitude in
compliance with the highest
court's orders for providing sup-
porting staff, transport and other
logistics for smooth running of the
district-level judicial magistracy.

The apexcourt'soblique remark
came as it found "no material
headway™ in the government
progress report submitted by the
attorney general following the
separation of the judiciary from the
executive

“Bureaucrats appear in testing
the court orders alike guinea pig
before it comes into effect,” Chief
Justice M Ruhul Amin told the
attorney general Fida M Kamal.

Reminding the bureaucrats of
their duties and responsibilities,
Chief Justice Amin said bureau-
cracy is for senving the people, not
for themselves, as it runs with the
money of taxpayers. “Why the
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are US companies -- Chevron,
which has discovered and devel-
oped Bibiyana gas field, and AES.
Advised by International Finance
Corporation (IFC), the government
in October opened the pre-
qualification process of Bibiyana
power project.

Sources said Powertek and
Kepco may also go for similar
consortium in the upcoming bids
for 450mw Sirajganj and 450mw
Meghnaghat-3 projects.

According to sources, AES lasf
week expressed its concern to the
Power Cell about allowing two
short-listed companies to merge.
The Cell has however not
responded to this concern. Later,
the AES team left Bangladesh
without visiting Bibiyana power
plant site as arranged by the Power
Cell.

Usually, pre-qualified bidders

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bibiyana 450-megawatt inde-
pendent power project is set to face
lack of competition, as two of the
four pre-qualified bidders are
going to merge and bid as one
consortium.

Korean power company Kepco
and Malaysian Powertek along
with its partner Siemens Project
Ventures have informed the Power
Cell of the power ministry on
February 11 and 13 that they want
to form a consortium.

The new consortium will put
Powertek in the lead bidder's posi-
ton, Powertek's parent company
Tanjong Public Limited Company
last year purchased the local
Haripur 360mw, Meghnaghat
450mw and the NEPC 110mw
power plants.

Iwo other pre-qualified bidders

Merger of bidders going
to cut competition

are not allowed to "get together"
and submit a joint bid, after quali-
lying separately, as it limits compe-
tition,

A source said: "This is allowed
only if the number of pre-qualified
companies are many and a combi-
nation between the firms does not
significantly reduce the number of
potential bidders."

In this case, if the new consor-
tium wins the bid amid little com-
petition, Bangladesh will have to
deal with a monopolistic situation
in the private powersector.

“Earlier, local agents of one of
the bidders campaigned hard
against pre-qualification of the
local Summit Group in partnership
with British GE.

Summit has good track record
thatqualified it to participate in the
bid, but there were some
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expect hung
parliament

HAMID MIR, from Islamabad

Top Musharraf advisers are expect-
ing today a hung parliament, which
will not survive for more than six
months, One of the advisers never
ruled out the possibility of a new
election after six months. Some
diplomats also fear that a hung
parliament will not bring stability
to Pakistan and the Bush adminis-
tration will not achieve its goals in
the war against terror before the US
presidential election, to be held
later this year.

The Bush administration has
failed to convince Asif Ali Zardari to
forge a coalition with the pro-
Musharraf PML-Q after the
February 18 elections. US Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice tried her
level best to bridge the gap
between Musharraf and the PPP
leadership through some diplo-
mats, but all these efforts proved
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A Pakistani ranger patrols the sfreets of Karachi yesterday. Pakistan will hold the 10th election in its chequered 60-
year history and the omens are bad for a poll that has already been dogged by viclence and allegations of rigging.

MiG-29 case
against Hasina
resumes Feb 29

COURT CORRESPONDENT

After a hiatus of more than five
years, hearing on MiG-29 corrup-
ion case against former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina and six
other people will be held on
February 29.

Judge Golam Mortuza
Majumder of special court for
Dhaka Division fixed the hearing
date after getting the High Court's
vacation order on stay order that the
defence secured five yearsback.

The court directed the jail
authorities td produce Hasina, now
detained in a sub-jail at Sangsad
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date. The judge also served sum-
mons on the sixother accused, now
on bail, to show up on the same
date.

The prosecution yesterday
submirtted a petition to start pro-
ceeding of the case.

The six other accused are for-
mer air force chief Jamaluddin

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Advisory council
approves repeal
of Gram Sarker
Act, 2003

UNB, Dhaka

The much-debated Gram Sarker is
going to be abolished as the care-
taker government yesterday
endorsed an ordinance to scrap the
law that instituted the village-level
local-governmentbody.

During its weekly meeting
yesterday, the Council of Advisers
of the interim government
approved in principle the Gram
Sarker (Repeal) Ordinance, 2008 to
annul the Gram Sarker Act, 2003.

The Gram Sarker Act, 2003,
introduced by the BNP-led coali-
tion government, was endorsed by
the parliament. In 2003, a writ was
filled with the High Court against
the Gram Sarker Act. "The act was
declared void by the court,”
according to an official.

The advisers’ meeting, with
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
in the chair, also approved with
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inthe middle of the road for violating traffic rules that caused tailbacks.

PHOTO: STAR

A policeman parks his motorbike on Topkhana Road in front of Jatiya Press Club yesterday and then stops a bus

CEC criticises
colleagues

UNB, Dhaka

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) ATM Shamsul Huda yester-
day said his two colleagues' occa-
sional contradictory statements
cause confusion among the peo-
ple.

"Often, my two colleagues are
speaking various things that create
confusion... [ don't know why they
talk so... I don't like this,” he told
the news agency over telephone.

Asked, the poll chief declined to

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

EXTORTION CASE

Govt gets copy
of Hasina
verdict

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is preparing to file
leave to appeal with the Supreme
Court as it received certified copy
of the High Court's judgment that
declared illegal the bringing of Tk
2.99 crore extortion case filed
against former premier Sheikh
Hasina under Emergency Power
Rules and quashed the case.

The Attorney General's Office is
now preparing to file a leave to
appeal with the apex court as the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

ILL-GOTTEN WEALTH
Arrest warrant

against
Shajahan
Siraj, Mokbul

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday issued
arrest warrants against former
minister and BNP leader Shajahan
Siraj, his wife Rabeya Siraj, former
Awami League lawmaker Alhaj
Mokbul Hossain and his wife
Golam Fatema in cases filed
against them in connection with
amassing wealth illegally.

After scrutinising the case dockets

and other relevant documents,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

EC sets woman post
target for political parties

Says parties must have one-third women
in top posts by 2020

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The Election Commission (EC) has

| set2020 as the deadhine for political

parties to have women in at least
one-third of the party committee
postsatalllevels.

Many political parties during
their Septenmiber-November talks
with the commission last year
strongly objected to the EC pro-
posal for making this provision
effective from this year.

While reviewing the opinions of
the political parties last week, the
EC decided to relax the provision
by inserting the 12-year timeframe
forempoweringwomen politically.

The EC, however, rejected a few
parties’ objections and decided to

retain its proposal for banning
political parties from having front
organisations comprising stu-
dents, teachers and workers. The
commission also held on to its
proposal to impose a ban on politi-
cal parties to have overseas units,
commission sources said.

According to the EC proposal, a
political party intending to be
registered with it will have to
declare in their constitution that
they will not have front organisa-
tons of students, teachers and
workers, and overseas units.

Most political parties that par-
ticipated in the first round electoral
reforms talks with the EC opposed
the commission’s proposals on
women's representation and

banning front organisations and
overseas units.

The commission has been long
criticising the "negative” activities
of the front organisations and
overseas units of the political par-
ties, sources said.

Most political parties agreed on
thé EC proposal for resetving
women's representation in the
party committees but suggested its
gradualimplementation.

"It is not possible to implement
the proposal right now. It would be
implemented in phases,” Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) ATM
Shamsul Huda told reporters on
Thursday:.

In the second round of the
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Kosovo declares

independence

AFP, Pristina

Kosovo yesterday declared its
independence from an angry and
anxious Serbia in the final fallout
from the conflict-strewn breakup
of theformerYugoslavia.

Tens of thousands of flag waving
people packed the capital, Pristina,
as the Kosovo parliament voted a
declaration of independence
which insisted that the world's
newest state would be "dedicated
to peace and stability.”

The parliament also approved a
new flag for the landlocked state of
about two million people.

While the United States and
European Union are quickly
expected to recognise the new
state, Serbia is infuriated by the
move and has been given strong
support by Russia.

Serbia's President Boris Tadic
said his country would never

KHALEDA-BACKED BNP
Leaders want

stronger city
committee

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Blast during Afghan
dog fighting kills 80

AFP, Kandahar said.

Provincial governor Assadullah
Khalid told a press conference shortly
afterwards that 60 bodies were taken
to the city’s main hospital, Mirwais,
and 20 toother hospitals.

“This suicide attack was the
work of Taliban, the enemies of
Afghanistan,” Khalid said.

"Lots of people have been
wounded -- since they have been
taken to different hospitals, we
don't have a precise figure at this
time," he said.

More than 500 people had
gathered for the dog-fighting com-
petition, said Abdul Karim, who
had been in the crowd to take part
in the popular winter pastime,
which was banned from 1996 to
2001 under the Taliban govern-

ment.

Dhaka city unit BNP leaders yester-
day called upon Khaleda-backed
BNP Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain to make changes
in the city committee to make it
more effective.

They made the request at a
meeting with the party secretary
general athis Nam flatinthe capital.

However, city unit President and
DCC mayor Sadeque Hossain
Khoka and General Secretary Abdus
Salam, who belong to the Saifur-led
BNP faction, were not present.

Some of the city unit leaders
criticised Khoka and Salam for
siding with the Saifur-led faction
and urged, the secretary general to
go for a reshuffle in the city commit-
lee as soon as possible, sources said.

They also requested the central

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

A suicide blast tore through a
crowd of men watching dog fight-
ing in the southern Afghan city of
Kandahar yesterday, killing 80
people and wounding dozens
more, a provincial governor said,

The attack was the deadliest in
Afghanistan since the 2001 fall of
the Taliban regime, after a suicide
bombing in the north in November
last year killed 79 people -- most of
them school children.

Officials blamed Taliban insur-
gents for Sunday's blast, which
reverberated across the city, but the
extremist group did not immedi-
ately claim responsibility.

Bodies and limbs lay among
bloodied boots, clothes and mobile
phones -- some of them ringing --

after the explosion, an AFP reporter SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

Z1A MEDICAL COLLEGE

HASIBUR RAHMAN BILU, Bogra

| Tk 30crmedical
equipmentlying
| idlefor months

icals.

A modern radiotherapy machine
procured at a cost of Tk 19.68 crore
remains unused for the last six months
as the room it was installed in started

leaking radiation.

Brigadier General Golam Mustafa,
director of the hospital, admitted that
the radiotherapy machine is not work-
ing but said pieces of equipment like the
MRIand CT-Scan are working properly.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Medical equipment worth around Tk 30
crore has been lying idle at Shaheed
Ziaur Rahman Medical College Hospital
in Bogra for months due to structural
problems of the hospital building, and
unavailability of technicians and chem-
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acceptthe move.

Kosovo police had to stop sev-
eral hundred former Serbian army
reservists -- veterans of the 1998-99
Kosovo war -- from crossing into
the territory ahead of the inde-
pendence declaration.

The group, dressed in military
uniforms, broke through a Serbian
police cordon at the Merdare cross-
ing before beingheld back.

On the eve of the declaration,
the NATO-led peacekeeping
Kosovo Force -- with 17,000 troops
from 34 nations -- said it would
intervene robustly to prevent any
inter-ethnicviolence.

Belgrade, which insists it retains
sovereignty over what it considers
the cradle of Serbian culture and
religion, has branded independ-
ence an illegal act and a
geopolitical land grab by the
European Union.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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The Tk 19.68 crore radiotherapy machine at Shaheed Ziaur Rahman Medical College in Bogra. The
machine is not being used as the room itis installed in leaks radiation.

Six killed in
Rangpur
road crash

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur
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Six people were killed and 25 others

injured in a road accident at
Maderganj on Rangpur-Bogra

Highway in Rangpur's Pirganj
upazila yesterday:

Police said a Comilla-bound
BRTC bus collided head-on with a
truck at Maderganj at about
9:00am, killing two people on the

spotandinjuring 29 others.

The injured were rushed to
Rajshahi Medical College Hospital,
where four people succumbed to
their injuries, and Pirganj Health

Complex.

The dead were identified as
Shamsul Haque, 30, of Raypur in
Sirajganj; bus supervisor Uzzal, 28,
of Sheikherpur in Bogra; Shafiqul,
25, of Noorpur, Akmol, 31, of
Pirganj, Nilkamal, 40, of Maderganj

in Rangpur.

The identity of a woman could

notbe known.
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