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...national development

FROM PAGE 49 _
self-reliance, or lack of it, is, |

believe a major problem in
Bangladesh. I have written and
spoken aboutitseveral timesin
the past few years. Although
some relatively minor benefits
doaccrue, foreignaid is notonly
unnecessary, in the longrunitis
damaging, and may eventually
be devastating. The late Rajib
Gandhi is reported to have said
in the Indian parliament that in
the foreign aided projects, only
15% of the total amount allotted
is spent on the actual purpose
for which it is meant. Some
years ago Dr D P Pattanaik, a
linguistics expert from India,
visited the University of
Chittagong Dr Pattanaik and
received the "Padma Shree”
from the Indian government

and had been involved for some
years in development work. He
mentioned 5% instead of Mr
Gandhi's 15% Whether the
actual figure is 5 per cent, 15 per
cent or 20 per cent, it is clear
from these remarks that a signif-

Shahitto O Shamaj ('Art,
Literature and Society’) pub-
lished by Rahat-Siraj
Publications in Chittagong In
March 1998, reads, in transla-
tion, as follows [the chapter is
entitled Bangladesher Unnoyon

icant portion of the fordiphl ¥id~ ¥ D’eve To'p'm'e'nt of

funds to India used to go astray.
This situation is consistent with
the above statement by the UN
Secretary-General. It appears
that foreign aid to India has
diminished considerably in
recent years. It will be generally
agreed that the physical and
administrative infrastructure in
Bangladesh is weaker than in
India. The percentage of foreign
aid that is utilized is likely to be
less than the figure mentioned.
The last paragraph of the first
essay in my Bengali book Shilpo

Bangladesh')]:

"Let us not impose on the
tribal people the enormous
imbalance that foreign aid has
created in our country. We are
more or less tolerating this con-
dition (how much longer?); they
will not be able to tolerate it. At
the same time, we must resist
the negative effects created by
foreign aid in our country. In
reality, this is also one of the
main reasons of the compeut-
tion, sometimes leading to
violence in the elections. Any
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i sion,”
¢ "hardly hinds a parallel in the
i history of commerce," as "the
| bones of the cotton weavers are
bleachingthe plains of India."

s

government can bring under its
control and enormous amount
of money without sufficient
accountability. Even though
many in the government have
good will, be are not sufficiently
aware. Although there is some
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great advantage, at least, of
having created a considerable
body of rich professionals,
administrators and politicians,
deeply interested in the contin-
uance of Western (and Eastern!)
influence, domination and
markets, and having a signifi-
cant power over the mass of the
people.”
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"ACI Uncompromising Quality

-~y ...I1s our absolute value!

Advanced Chemical Industnies Limited

(ACI) is one of the largest conglomerates

in Bangladesh. Originally, it was &8
established as the subsidiary of Imperial S
Chemical Industries (ICl) in 1968. In '
1992, ICI sold its stake to local
management which resulted in company
getting established as a national public
limited company.

At ACI we believe that our mission Is
"to enrich the quality of life of people
through responsible application of
knowledge, skills and technology.”

Winning the prestigious international
certifications 1ISO 9001 and ISO 14001
are a proof that ACI is already for the
challenges of the competitive world.

Our commitment to uncompromising
quality, fairness iIn dealing and
professional operation not only means
meeting global standards, but also
ensuring international quality products for
our customers. These will remain as our
absolute values forever.

Advanced Chemical Industries Limited
ACI Centre, 245 Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka 1208




