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FedEx

FedEx provides tough, easy-to-use packaging, at no extra

. : 4 Express
cost. Whatever your shipments weigh and whatever distance | D' 5 b B
It is traveling, good packaging will protect it during its
journey. Every Package Matters
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Customer Care Centre:

Buy 1 Philips 21" FlatTV

and enjoy movies with a

PHILIPS DVD player

This offer is ralid only at Transcom Premium ihowrooms and swelected dealer outlets tF stock jarts

8855366-8, 01712-665463
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AL to arrange
Hasina's
treatment in US,
if govt allows

UNB, Dhala

The Awami League (AL) presidium
yesterday said the party, if the
government agrees, will arrange in
the USA the treatment of Sheikh
Hasina's ears badly damaged due
to the impact of grenade attacks on
her rally in the city on August 21,
2004
"Her eye treatment is possible in
Dhaka but ear treatment is only
possible in the USA where she was
treated earlier,” Acting Party
President Zillur Rahman told
reporters after presiding over an
unscheduled meeting of the pre-
sidium at his Gulshan residence
Awami League President Shiekh
Hasina, detained in a sub-jail in
parliament building complex in
connection with "extoruon” cases,
has been suffering from various
health complications, including
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

A's first meet
todaywith
establishment
ministry officials

SHH CORRE wn\m \1

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
will exchange views with officials of
the establishment ministry on
Wednesday in the first such meet-
ing since he took over charge of the
establishment portfolio over a year
ago

Officials are weighing the meet-

ing highly and expect important |

directives on ways to expedite
administrative functions to come
from the meeting.

The CA is reportedly disap-

pointed by the different ministries’ |

poor performance in implement-
-ing thé governmeént's Annual |
Development Programme in the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Kosovo inches closer
to independence
declaration

EU nations back police mission

AP, AFP, Pristina/ Brussels

The Bota Sot newspaper said
Kosovo legislators had been
ordered to stay close to Pristina on
Sunday and to be prepared for the
Kosovo parliament to be convened
atthree hours' notice.

Asked at a press conference
Fridayin Pristina on which date the
split would come, Thaci replied:
"Let's stick to what the press con-
ference is about” -- namely, a per-
sonal pledge to uphold minority
Serb rights,

"In independent Kosovo, not
one citizen will feel discriminated

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

e —

to keep Kosovo within Serbia, as he
was sworn in for a second term in
othce Frniday.

In Kosovo's capital Pristina,
freshly printed posters appeared
on the streets appealing for calm
during celebrations -- including
street parties -- that will herald
independence in the mostly ethnic
Albanian province.

"Celebrate with dignity,” read
the posters, illustrated simply with a
bright red heart. "For a good start.
For Kosovo. Kosovo welcomes the
future.” The same message was also
carried on local television channels.

Kosovo inched closer to a widely
expected declaration of independ-
ence on Sunday, amid rising politi-
cal tension and Serbia's determi-
nation to resist what it considers an
ilegal breakaway

Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim
Thaci refused Friday to say exactly
when independence would come,
but both Belgrade and the interna-
tional community visibly stepped
up their preparations

In Belgrade, Serbian President
Boris Tadic vowed to do everything
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A large hole is being dug next to Omega Poultry Farm at Baraid of Badda in the capital yesterday for dumping
| dead fowls.

The Daily Star
turns 18

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leading figures from academia,
arts, politics, business, media and
civil society last night gathered at a
reception hosted by The Daily Star
in celebration of its 17th anniver-
sary.

Former advisers to caretaker
governments, members of the
diplomatic corps and incumbent
and former bureaucrats attended
the ceremony atacity restaurant,

Leaders from across the politi-
cal spectrum were present at the
soiree. Awami League's Tofail
Ahmed, BNP's Nazrul Islam Khan,
Jatiya Party's Anisul Islam
Mahmud and Ziauddin Bablu, left
leaders Manzurul Ahsan Khan and
Rashed Khan Menon were among
them.

A good number of academics
and glitterati of the art world
showed up at the reception fol-
lowed by dinner. Runa Laila and

SEE PAGE 15 COL S5
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PHOTO STAR

A scene from the gala reception arranged to mark the 17th anniversary of The Daily Star at a city restaurant last

Dr Yunus takes
microfinance

model to US

AFP, London

Grameen Bank, founded by
Bangladeshi Nobel Prize winner Dr
Muhammad Yunus, is taking its
pioneernng microfinance model to
the United States, the Financial
Timesreported Saturday.

TI'he move, which will open doors
for some of the 28 million people in
the US who do not have bank
accounts, comes with the banking
sector there being battered by the
crisisover subprime loans.

Grameen Bank made its name
by lending money to poor women
who are trying to start small busi-
nesses but cannot borrow from
banks because they do not have a
good enough credit rating or bank
accounts.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

3 firemen killed as
train rams fire truck
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Three firemen were killed and four
others injured as a passenger train
rammed a fire truck on a level
crossing in Kulaura upazila of
Moulvibazar early morning yester-
day

Azizul Haque Hawlader, 36,
driver, and Abdur Rashid, 45, team
leader of the Fire Service, died on
the spot while fireman Nilendu
Prasanna Singha, 38, died on way
to Moulvibazar Sadar Hospital.

Critically ‘-injured firemen
Emdadul Haque, 37, Zahir
Hussain, 26, Umar Ali, 30 and Mafiz
Uddin, 28, were admitted to Sylhet

SIDR VICTIMS

111 truckloads
of Indian reliet
arrives

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Osmani Medical College Hospital. |

The collision took place at |
around 4:00am when the fire truck |
was on its way to douse a fire at |
Rangichhera bazar, said sources at |
Kulaura Fire Service office and
Kulaura Railway Station.

West Bengal's Transportand Sports
Minister Subhash Chakrabarty
yesterday handed over 111 truck-
, : loads of relief materials for Sidr
_ As the vehicle l'E'.dChEd I'"“ui;l_“m affected people in Bangladesh at
fiufhm]!Chau.muhanl level CIossing, | the Benapole border.

Sylhet-bound Upaban Express | Chakrabarty also declared his
smashed intoit. | state's wish to reconstruct 1000

M Taj Uddin, deputy director of | housesdestroyed by the cyclone

Fire Service and Civil Defence, | Additional Secretary of the Ministry
visited the scene Saturday morn )

UNB, Ctg

Sector Commanders Forum, a
platform of sector commanders of
the Liberation War, yesterday
demanded that the process of
bringing the war criminals to jus-
tice must start by March 26.

Ing.

' of Food and Disaster Management A |
' Ban Khan formally received the relief
Kulaura Railway Police recov- |

matenals attheborder.

The demand came from a meet-
ing of the sector commanders at

ered the dead bodies and sent to | [he Indian relief goods, the first | the city's Muslim Hall in the morn-
Moulvibazar Sadar Hospital for | to arrive by road, is part of the aid | ing.
autopsy | SEE PAGE 15 COL 6 | Earlier, the forum leaders

WAR CRIMINALS' TRIAL

Process must start
by March 26

Demand sector commanders

placed wreaths at Shaheed Minar
and visited the killing fields in
Nathparaand Foy's Lake areas.

Besides, a seven-day signature
collection programme of the
forum, seeking trail of the war
criminals, was inaugurated at DC
Hill Park yesterday.

Air Vice Marshal (retd) AK
Khandkar, who was present at the
meeting as chief guest, said it 1s
necessary to start trial of the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

-

1!"

S L B H‘_‘

3 ;'."

..-J-

i d ]
w0 g

» -
. i
rj > ’

LEIC facnlltates YoUr Busmes’? Growth

| If you have a specific plan and need for long-term partnership
or export, you may apply for LEIC support by February 28, 2008
for cost sharing for carrying out the following activities:

dfei

Feasibility study for a project

-g '

? involving long-term alliance

m
A

Basic eligibility criteria

Potentizl & desire to grow

A concrete plan

Concern with 2 years track record of profit
Fixed assets less than BDT 300 million
Annual sales between BDT 7-700 million

Capacity building for |mprovement
- of product quality through training

f g and skills development of workers

4 =

X : i A
For more information: g5 Quality and process certifications

Taj Casilina (1st FL.)

25 Gulshan Avenue

Gulshan 1, Dhaka 1212

Phone 883 5369-70, Fax: 883 4148
Email: info@bangladeshinc.com

g Compliance audit for environment f
;‘;é -and Corporate Social Responsnblht

% Enwronment Management Plan

Consultants, please visit website
for Requests for Proposal &

Local Enterprise Investment Cantrﬂ
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CNG-RUN TRUCK

3 killed in
cylinder blast

UNB, Savar

Three people were killed and five
others injured as the gas cylinder of
a truck exploded at a CNG-filling
station here yesterday.

Local sources said the cylinder
exploded with a big bang when it
was being refilled at the filling
station of Energy Plus Limited
Company at Savar bus stand at

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Future of
Musharraf

after Feb 182

HAMID MIR, from Islamabad

Pervez Musharraf cannot afford a
fair and free election on February
18 In Pakistan. Thatis why riggingis

claimed that Pakistanis will have
the motherofall elections on
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Prayer Timing

Best Company on merit and standard

Pragati Life Insurance Ltd.
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HASINA CASE MOBILE USE IN JAIL
Govt to apply today L S
PP shifted to p
° o Nl o o l Y
Oor permission to ganj jai
X - STAFF CORRESPONDENT
appeal against verdict | oo
Marshal (retd) Altaf Hossain
: : Chowdhury and barrister Nazmul
UNB, Dhaka complainant of the case, business- - 2
man Azam ] Chowdhury. The for- .};Eda H:EI]E ssl:jlﬁe? o N?‘“Y““E‘%“J
The government is likely to file maltrial beganonJanuary30. ]h Ry m_nblle
application today seeking permis- However, the Awami League B onestu_thakaCenuaj]m] violat-
sion to appeal against the High president will not be released from INEIEJaLOge :
Court judgment that declared jail since she has been shown Eur the same nffencg. N
legal bringing the Tk 2.99 crore arrested in a similar extortion case | 28ainst three otherVIP prisoners --
extortion case against detained relating to Khulna barge-mounted Salauddin Quader Chowdhury,
former prime minister Sheikh power-plantdeal. SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
Hasina under the Emergency On June 13 last year, Azam ] F
Powers Rules (EPR) and also Chowdhury, managing director of
scrappedt;he case. East Coast Trading Pvt Ltd., a pni- Orex Worﬂl Tk

On Fébtuaty 12, the full behich vate power coripany, filed thé Tk 3k F
of the Appellate Divisionheldupa 2.99 crore extortion case against 9 ]' lakh Seized
government petition that sought Hasina. She was arrested on July 16 at 7IA

| stayonoperation ofthe High Court inconnectionwith the case 4
judgment and asked it to file regu- Her younger sister Sheikh | STAFF CORRESPONDENT
lar leave to appeal by February 19. Rehana and cousin detained for-

A government attorney, mer minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim | Customs officials at Zia
requesting not to be named, told Selim are also made accused in the | International Airport (ZIA) seized
the news agency yesterday that case. foreign cwrrency worth Tk 91.65
they had already collected the Meanwhile, William Sloan, | lakh from a passenger of a
certified copy of the High Court president of US Jurist Association, | Singapore-bound flight and
judgment. Canada Chapter, arrived in Dhaka | arrested himon Fridaynight.

Before the delivery of the High earlyyesterday on a week-long visit The arrestee -- Rahat Khan--
Court verdict, the trial court had to discuss legal matters relating to | was handed over to Airport Police
recorded depositions made by the SEE PAGE 15 COL 4 SEE PAGE 15 COL 2
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the writing on the wall, Musharraf

February 17
Fajr 5-25 6-00
Zohr 1245 1-15
Asr 4-30 4-45
Maghrib 5-57 6-01
(Esha 7-15 745 |
Source: Islamic Foundation

ACHIEVES HIGHEST CREDIT

RATING A+

AS THE BEST INSURANGE COMPANY

Pragati Life Insurance Limited has been awarded Credit Rating : A+ by Credit
Rating Information and Services Limited (CRISL), Bangladesh as the best
insurance company in terms of ment and standard for 1ts

High Claims Paying Ability

Criteria for attaining Rating : A +

@ Satisfactory financial performance

& Sound solvency position

& Strong infrastructure of the company

& Excellent risk management ability

& Good internal control procedure >
@& Sound liquidity position

& Diversified product line

@ Development of products by in-house Actuarial Department
@ Experienced management

@ Hold a good market share

@ Maintained a good corporate governance

Company expresses its gratitude to all the concerned regulatory authorities,
policyholders, patrons, sponsors, shareholders, well-wishers and all the employees of

the company on the occasion of this great achievement

Pra ati Life Insurance Ltd.

Head offic Uttnra Bank Bhaban (15th floor), 90 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
Phone: 95715224, Fax : 880-2-9571527
TRUST usrorLire  E-mail: prglife@aitibd.net, Website: www.pragatilife.com
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