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Ordinance by next week

to revitalise 2 seaports
Anwarul Igbal tells 6th CAFAXPO 2008

UNB, Chirtagong

The government will promulgate
an ordinance within next week
abolishing port dock management
board and all but one trade union
for revitalising two seaports,
Labour and Employment Adviser
Anwarul Igbal said yesterday.

“Due to the arbitrary role of the
trade unions and other organisa-
tions in the two ports before 1/11, 1t
used to take at least 12 to 13 days to
complete loading or unloading
operationinaship.

But at present it takes on an
average two to three days to com-
plete the operations as the govern-
ment has managed to remove most
of the irregularities there,” he said.

He was addressing the conclud-
ing ceremony of the 6th Chittagong
Apparel, Fabric and Accessories
Exposition (CAFAXPO) 2008 as chiet
the guest at Engineers’ Institution

Anwarul Igbal said there are
some 30 trade unions at present in
Chittagong port though provision
in the existing Labour Law allows
only three unions for an institu-
ton.

“Chittagong Port had lost its
international reputation to the
globe due to pervasive corruption
committed by the trade unions and
dock management. It also became
an economic burden to the export-
ers and importers as efficiency of
the port declined alarmingly,” he
said.

Differing with the comment of
BGMEA President Anwarul Alam
Parvez on the implementation of
minimum salary structure in most
of the garment factories, he said
there are scores of factories in the
country which are not member of
BGMEA where the minimum
salary has not yet been imple-
mented.

auditorium in the afternoon.

“Following the recent unrest in

the garment sector, | in person
visited a number of garment facto-
ries in Mirpur area which are con-
ducting their operations on sub-
contractfrom you (the

BGMEA-member garments).
There the workers complained to
me that the factories are giving
them salary on previous scale,” he
said.

Inresponse to aquery regarding
construction proposal of four-lane
Dhaka-Chittagong highway,
Anwarul Igbal said ECNEC has
already approved the highway
from Daudkandi to Chittagong.
“Also fund has been allocated, The
construction work is expected to
begin within the current fiscal
year,” he said.

BGMEA president presided over
the meeting. Commerce secretary
Firoz Ahmed, acting CCC Mayor M
Manjur Alam and BGMEA found-
Ing vice president MA Salam
attended the meeting.
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PHOTO: STAR

Covering their faces with black cloths, members of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD), student front of BNP, stage a
demonstration in front of the Aparajeyo Bangla on the Dhaka University campus yesterday demanding release of
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia and withdrawal of emergency.

e

'Issue of nat'l consensus govt
raised to delay election'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The issue of the formation of a
government of national consensus
has been brought to the fore to
cause confusion in a bid to delay
the parliamentary election, leaders
of major political parties, including
Awami League, BNP and Jatiya
Party, said yesterday.

Strongly opposing any form of
extra-constitutional government,
they said a government of national
consensus could be formed after
the election if the winning party or
coaliion wants so.

"If the election is delayed over
this issue, the people would not
accept it,” BNP chairperson's
adviser Mofazzal Karim said at the
BBC Bangladesh Sanglap held at
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre in the capital.

The other panellists were JP
Acting Chairman Anisul Islam
Mahmud, AL's Women Affairs
Secretary Dr Dipu Moni and Prof
MM Akash of Dhaka University.

BBC Bangla Service in conjunc-
ton with BBC World Service Trust
organised the event moderated by
KamalAhmed.

Prof Akash said that if any gov-
ernment of national consensus is
formed, it would be a "unity of
convenience” and would not have
anyideological base.

However, such government

Citi-Ananda
Alo Literary
Award
introduced

Ananda Alo, a fortnightly enter-
tainment magazine, in collabora-
tion with Citibank NA,
Bangladesh has introduced an
award titled 'Citi-Ananda Alo
Literary Award’, says a press
release.

The award will be given under
five categories -- novel, poetry,
child literature, non-fiction and
bookcover.

Only the books published on

could be formed after the election,
he added.

Responding to a question,
Anisul Islam Mahmud said the
people are now facing a crisis of
confidence over the issue of hold-
Ing the election in time.

He also said that the political
parties should hold dialogue
among themselves, not with the
government, to make parliament
effective.

Mofazzal Karim said the elec-
tonshould not be delayed over any
excuses, as it is currently the main

demand ofthe countrymen.

Dr Dipu Moni said there is
doubt whether the election will be
held as per the electoral roadmap,
as the work to prepare ID cards is
goingon slowly.

Prof Akash also echoed similar
Views.

All the panellists, however,
hoped that the election would be
held in time as the chief adviser, the
army chief and the chief election
commissioner have repeatedly
pledged to hold the election by
2008,

Ananda Alo, a fortnightly entertainment magazine, in collaboration with
Citibank NA, Bangladesh introduces an award titled 'Citi-Ananda Alo
Literary Award' at a press conference recently. Sitting from left are media
personality Md Jahangir, Director and Head of Global Transaction Services
of Citibank NA Rashed Magsood, Director General of Bangla Academy Dr
Syed Mohammad Shahed, film personality Amzad Hossain and poet Asad

Chowdhury.

UNB, Dhaka

W

WEATHER

No change in temperature

hours until 6:00pm today.

Weather may remain mainly dry over the country in the next 12

Mild to moderate cold wave sweeping over the regions of
Rajshahi, Ishwardi, Sitakundu, Srimongal, Satkhira, Jessore and
Kushtia may continue, Met Office said.

Light to moderate fog may occur over the river basins of the
country during early morning, it said, predicting nearly unchanged
night temperature over the country.

Highest temperature 27.0 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
day at Barisal and lowest 07.6 degrees Celsius at Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital at 5:54pm today and rises at 6:31am
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[llegal VoIP
equipment
worth Tk 50
lakh seized

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) seized
huge illegal VoIP equipment worth
about Tk 50 lakh at Mirpur in the
city yesterday.

Action on tip-off, a team of Rab
raided the house of Jasim Uddin, a
tenant in the fifth floor of the six-
storied bullding, at Senpara and
seized theillegal VoIP equipment.

The seized equipments
includes six channel box, six quan-
tum, two fib ridge, 1 bay networks,
2 computer monitor, 2 CPU, 2 key
board and 179 mobile SIM card.

Rab official said Jasim was
involved with illegal VoIP business
duringlasteight months.

CPU training on
environmental
reporting begins
today

UNB, Dhaka

A five-day training course on envi-
ronmental reporting for
Bangladeshi journalists with the
theme 'Environment-reporting the
issues currently threatening the
globe' kicks off at the UNB training
roominthe citytoday.

Commonwealth Press Union
(CPU) in partmership with CPU
Bangladesh Section will organise
the training course.

ChiefAdviser's Special Assistant
for Environment and Forest
Ministry Raja Devashish Roy will
Inaugurate the course.

Amanullah Khan, president of
CPU will deliver the welcome
address while CPU members
Mahbubul Alam, editor of The
Independent, Mahfuz Anam,
editor and publisher of The Daily
Star, Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury,
managing director and chief editor
of Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS) and Enayetullah Khan, edi-
tor-in-chief and chief executive of

. United News of Bangladesh (UNB),

will address the participants on
various environment issues.

John Vidal, environment editor
of the Guardian, London will be the
course facilitator.

Sti Lankan dy
edn minister
calls on DU VC

BSS, Dhaka

Visiting Sri Lankan Deputy
Minister of Higher Education
Mohammed Mustaffa yesterday
called on Dhaka University (DU)
Vice Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz at
the Senate Bhaban of the univer-
Sity.

During the meeting they dis-
cussed matters of mutual interests
specially the issue of admission of
Sri Lankan studentsinto the DU.

They also discussed possibili-
tes of exchanging collaborative
programmes between the DU and
the universities in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lankan High Commissioner
to Bangladesh Vadivel
Krishnamoorthy, DU Pro-Vice
Chancellor AFM Yusuf Haider,
dean of the Arts Faculty Prof Sadrul
Amin, dean of the Social Science
Faculty Prof Harun-or-Rashid,
dean of the Science Faculty Prof
Tajmeri SA Islam, dean of the
Business Faculty Prof Serajul Islam
and dean of the Pharmacy Faculty
Prof Abdur Rashid were present on
the occasion.

Roundtable

Comprehensive Disaster Management
Programme (CDMP) under Ministry of
Food and Disasler Management will
organisé a roundtable on contingency
planning for earthquake response
management and preparedness. Venue:
Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel. Time:
10:00am.

Photo exhibition

The opening ceremony of the 1st solo
photography exhibition of Mohammad
wayes will be held. The exhibition will
remain open till February 23 everyday
from 3:00pm to 8:00pm. Venue: Dnk
Gallery. Time: 5:00pm.

Roundtable

Dhaka Language Club organises a
roundtable on 'Bridging the gap between
civil and military through language',
Venue: Cirdap auditorium. Time:
2:30pm.

Report launching

Nat'l Math Festival ends with hope
for greater success in future

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The two-day National
Mathematics Festival 2008 ended
at St Joseph's Higher Secondary
School in the city yesterday with a
hope to achieve greater success in
future in the field of maths and
science internationally.

Sponsored by the Dutch-Bangla
Bank Ltd and the Prothom Alo,
Bangladesh Math Olympiad
Committee organised the festival
to form a team for the 49th
International Mathematical
Olympiad to be held in Spain this
July and promote exercise of math-
ematics amongthe students.

Seventy-one students won in

the final Maths Olympiad

Competition.

As many as 725 students, who
won at divisional and regional
levels, took partin the final compe-
tition namely Sixth Bangladesh
Mathematics Olympiad.

Theyalso participated in the key
part of the Olympiad at primary,
junior, secondary and higher sec-
ondary categories.

Among the winners, four stu-

dents, one from each category,
were given awards as Champion of
The Champions at the prize giving
ceremony.

They are Dhruba Joty Sen of
Khulna South Herald English
School, Dhananjay Biswas of
Chittagong Collegiate School,
Masudur Rahman of Dhaka Ideal
School and College, and Abirul
Islam of Dhaka City College.

Each of them received a medal,
a certificate and a cheque for Tk
10000,

Besides, the committee init-
ated Tazima H Majumder prize in
Math for the first time for best
female student.

Rubaba Hasan of Vigarunnesa
School and College won the prize.
She also received a medal, a certifi-
cateand acheque for Tk 10000.

Talking to The Daily Star, Abirul
Islam, an HSC examinee, said he
participated in the national mathe-
maticfestival for the first time.

He said endeavour and passion
formaths are imperative to be good
atmaths.

Rubaba echoed the same senti-
ment and said she likes maths and

hermotherhelps her doing maths.

Speaking at the prize giving
ceremony, noted writer Prof
Muhammad Jafar Iqbal, vice chair-
man of Bangladesh Math
Olympiad Committee, advised the
students not to memorise maths,
rather love maths and try to do
maths

Prof Jamilur Reza Chowdhury,
chairman of the committee, said,
We have three dreams and the
main one is that the Bangladesh
team will bring medals from
International Mathematics
Olympiad by 2010.

“We have achieved a lot but we
have to be more prosperous in the
field of maths and science,” he
added.

Mohammad Yeasin Ali, manag-
ing director of Dutch-Bangla Bank
Ltd, Anisul Haque, deputy editor of
the Prothom Alo, Brother Leo
Pereira, principal of St Joseph's
Higher Secondary School and
Munir Hasan, general secretary of
Bangladesh Math Olympiad
Committee also spoke on the
occasion.

Three more ..
held in Brac
Bank heist

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The police arrested three people
from a house at Morshed Sarak in
Mongla early yesterday in connec-
ton with the Brac Bank heist in
Dhaka.

The arrestees were identified as
Hanif Sarder, 36, his wife Hawa
Begum, 32, and younger brother
Rustam Sarder, 29. They hail from
Khontakata village in Sharankhola,
Bagerhat.

A gang of burglars made off with
ornaments and other valuables
worth several crore taka breaking
into 75 lockers of Brac Bank
Dhanmondi branch sometime
between January3and January?7.

Officer-in-charge Nesaruddin of
Mongla Police Station said the three
arrestees confessed to their involve-
mentinthe heist.

They have been living in a rented
house at Keraniganj in Dhaka, he
added.

The three were sent to Dhaka
yesterday:.

Indonesia
reports 104th
bird flu death

AFP, Jakarta

A 16-year-old Indonesian boy who
died last week had bird flu, the
health ministry said yesterday,
bringing the toll to 104 in the
nation worsthitbythe disease.

"APP, male, 16 years old, is posi-
tive with bird flu based on two
laboratory results,” the health
ministry said on its website, refer-
ring to the man by his initials.

The Daily Star

'Use Bangla
in every
sphere of life'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
called for using Bangla in every
sphere of life.

They said it is unfortunate thar
we being a nation that sacrificed
blood for language pay little atten-
tionto enrich our mother tongue,

The roundtable titled ‘Develop-
ment of Bangla Iin post.
independent era’ was organised
jointly by the Amar Desh and BSB-
Cambrian at the National Press B
Club inthecity. |

Director General of Bangla
Academy Syed Mohammad
Shahed said, "We have no unified
education systern which is neces-
sary for the development of lan-
guage.”

He said private universities of
our country use English as a
medium of instruction.

Prof Mansur Musa, former
director general of Bangla
Academy, said "The UK govern-
ment is doing everything to spread
English but we are doing nothing

PHOTO: STAR

Hanif Sarder, his wife Hawa Begum and younger brother Rustam Sarder
were arrested in Mongla yesterday in connection with the Brac Bank heist.

SUNDARBANS

Fund crunch holds
back loss assessment

UNB, Bagerhat

Although the Cyclone Sidr left a trail of
destruction in the Sundarbans three
months ago, the committee formed to
assess the colossal losses in the man-
grove forest could not yetstartits work
forlackoffunds.

Sources said the 10-member
committee, headed by Conservator of
Forest (Khulna region) Amalendra
Shah, was constituted on December
12 to assess the losses in the
Sundarbans by the cyclone on
November 15]astyear.

The other committee members
are the director of Bangladesh Forest
Research Institute, head of Forestry
and Wood Technology Department of
Khulna University, deputy commis-
sioners and information officers of
Khulna, Bagerhat and Satkhira dis-
tricts and the resident representative
of the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (TUCN).

Amalendra Shah told the news
agency that a meeting of the commit-
tee was held in the office of the forest
conservator in Khulna on December
19 following a government directive.

"Then a proposal was sent to the
ministry concerned seeking funds for
assessing the losses in the
Sundarbans. But the committee
couldn't start its work as the ministry
is yet to approve the fund proposal,”
said a committee member.

Sundarbans East Zone DFO SM
Shahidullah said forest resources and
valuable trees like '‘Sundar’, 'Garan’,
'‘Gewya' and 'Poshur’ on 1.52 lakh
hectares of land were damaged by the
cyclone.

Official sources said the extent of
losses of forest resources in the
Sundarbans was primanly estimated
at Tk 1,000 crore in additon to the
losses worth Tk 17 crore caused to the
valuables of the outpost offices of the
forestdepartment.
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forourown language.”

“It is impossible to do well in
English without learning Bangla
properly,” he added.

“"We express our emotion about
Bangla only in February," said Dr
Bishwajit Ghosh of Dhaka
University.

He proposed to formn a joint
language commission comprising
Bangladesh and West Bengal for
the development of Bangla.

Journalist Mohammad Jahangir
saild only mass media play an
important role regarding correct
and appropriate use of Bangla.

Amar Desh Editor Amanullah

Kabir moderated the programme 4

which was also addressed by Dr
Korunamoy Goswami, Prof Abul
Kashem Fazlul Haq of Dhaka
University, Bashir Al Helal, M K
Bashar, chairman of Cambrian
College and BSB global nerwork,
Mostofa Jabbar, IT specialist, Hayat
Mahmud and Dr Arup Ratan
Chowdhury:.

Trader shot by
extortionists
In city

- STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Extortiorists shot a Busihessman
at Mirpur in the city yesterday
when herefused to pay them toll.

The businessman identified as
Mazharul Islam, 30, owner of
Sheetal Furniture at Manipur in
Mirpur, was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital with a
bulletin hisleftarm.

Mazharul told reporters at the
DMCH that two extortionists came
to the shop in 2a motorbike at about
3:00pm and shot him. He said
during the incident they asked him
why he did not pay them toll. The
criminals fled the scene firing two
blankshots, he added.

Staffs of the shop rushed him to
the hospital.

He said three the extortionists
called him over mobile phone
demanding Tk 3 lakh as toll three
days ago. He said refusal to pay toll
enraged the criminals.

He, however, refused to give
identity of the extortionists.

India opens
massive arms
fair, denies
arming for war

AFP, New Delhi

A massive defence fair opened in
India’s capital yesterday with hun-
dreds of global weapons firms
competing for billions of dollars of
sales to ore of the world's largest
armies and biggest spenders.

Some 450 firms from countries
including the United States, Russia,
Britain, Russia and Israel are display-
ing their latest hardware to technol-
ogy-hungry India, the top arms buyer
among emerging nations and
expected to shell out 30 billion dollars
over the next fouryears.

The four-day "DefExpo” in New
Delhi is also expected to see several
big-ticket deals confirmed, with US
firms hoping to take a slice of a mar-
ket that was traditonally the domain
ofIndia’s ColdWarally Russia.

India’s Defence Minister AK
Antony insisted the event did not
signal that his country was engaged

{ in an arms race with its nuclear-

armed neighbours and rivals
Pakistan and China.

“India is buying equipment so
that we can offer a deterrent. We are
not preparing for war," he told
reporters.

Since 1999, nuclear-armed
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the occasion of Amar Ekushey tomorrow. India's military purchases have

Book Fair 2008 will be eligible Highestand lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some The launching ceremony of the World beenworth 25 billion dollars.

for the awards, said the organis- major cities and towns yesterday were: : Development Report 2008 will be held. And the country, which has the

ers at a press conference City/Town Temperature Humidityin IFC, SEDF and World Bank Dhaka office world's fourth largest military and is
recently. in celsius percentage jointly will organise the event. Venue: Asia's second-fastest econ- i

The awards will be presented Max . Min Morning Evening Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 10:00am. omy, will be spending even more in |
to the winners at 'Lekhak Kunja' Dhaka 251 110 65 43 the coming years to modernise its ]
at the book fair on February 18. Chluﬂgﬂ'ng 24.6 12.3 61 54 Roundtable Soviet‘emmapﬂm |
Each award carries Tk 30,000 Rajshahi 244 087 82 67 The weekly Shaptahik 2000 organises a Up for grabs are deals for six :
and a crest. B”;:;i’;? ggg :gg g; gg roundlable on rationalising quota in BCS S aia isubmari:;?u worth 2.3 :tnﬂinn dq:i i
‘ ' ' ' exams and rights of the people with y ars, an ery contract tagged
An:n%aan ijzf ];:E ng:::;;antlfdb?: Syilet ah 1l 72 95 disability. Vﬂnugﬂi The Daily gtarzeminar A photography exhibition titled '1/11 in conscience: Go ahead Bangladesh' began at Shilpakala Academy inthe | yhree billion dollars and a global
Cox's Bazar 268 123 51 60 room, Time: 10:00am. city yesterday. tender for helicopters. i

will select the winners.




