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1 the moment,
raagr.tasks aheagd
of the Election
Commission are,
(a) preparation of voters list
with photographs for use in
the upcoming general elec-
tion, (b) delimitation of con-
reform ol
that regu-

lates the proceedings of the

stituencies and (¢
[!!t' t‘hwlulxil |L'.\.\
electionto Parhhament.

For enabling the Election
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Commission to prepare vot-
ers list with photographs, an
Ordinance (Ordinance No. 18

of 2008), en the recommen- .

dation of the Election
Commission was promul-
gated by the President on
AUPRUNSTS S, 200 D
supersession of the Electoral
Rolls Ordinance 1982.

[hough it had been the
tradition to prepare the voters
list simultaneously through-
out the country, a departure
has been made this time by

the Commission from the
traditional practice by adopt-
ing the policy of preparing the
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vorerstisfonpiece-mealbasis:

'his is attributed to the com-
plexity of the task this time
around with the identity card
aspectto the electoral roll.

[he second important task
as per law now ahead of the
Commission is the delimita-
tion of 300 territorial constitu-
encies before the general elec-
tion. The law provides that the
task of delimitation must be

completed by the Commission
atter completion of each cen-
sus. In fulfillment of this con-
dition, the Commission has
undertaken an exercise to
delimit 300 constituencies
and the draft list thereof is
expected to be published
shortly inviting objections and
suggestons from the stake-
holders.

The third and most impor-
tant task now pending before
the Commission is to finalize
the recommendations aimed
at amending the current elec-
toral law which is no longer
deemed efficient and effective
for ensuring free, fair, credible
and meaningful election. The
law was enacted in 1972. With
the passage of time it has
become incapable of guarding
against fraudulent practices in
the process of election.

In view of the limitation, the
Election Commission, keep-
Ing in view the requirement of
the time and electorate and
demand of the political par-
ties, formulated a set of rec-
ommendations for amending
the law. The recommenda-
tions include the following:

1) the political parties
seeking election must be reg-
istered;

1)  an independent can-

didate shall have 1o submit. . _
with” his ndlﬁihaﬂo'n’,m;jeh‘.'havﬂ violated thelaw;

the signatures of at least one
percent of the total voters in
his constituency;

iii) the officers of the
government, semi-
government, statutory bodies
and the NGOs shall be dis-
qualified for election for a
period of 3 years following the
date of their retirement;

iv)  the contest of a can-

didate shall be restricted only

(0 3 constituencies instead of

=
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V) a person seeking
election from more than one
constituency shall have to
deposit Tk. 5,00,000/- (Five

lack) for each additional con-
stituency;

vi)  an appeal against the
order of the Returning Officer
accepting the nomination
paper shall lie;

vil)  the number of polling
agents for a polling station
with one booth shall be lim-
ited to two while the number
of agents for a centre with
more than 4 booths shall not
be more than four;

vill) no fund can be raised
by a political party from any
foreign national or organiza-
tion;

IX) a consolidated state-
ment of election expenditure
within 60 days of the publica-
tion of the results of an elec-
tion shall have to be submitted
to Election Commission by
each Political Party participat-
Ingin the election;

X) the time-limit has to
be fixed in the law for the dis-
posal of election petitions;

X)) the Blection
Commission must be empow-
ered to cancel nomination of
any candidate who is found to

xii) the provision
enabling the Administrator,
Deputy Administrator and
Ward Commissioner of the
City Corporation to contest
the parliamentary election
shall be omitted from the law;

xiii) the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker in the expla-
nation under clause (2A) of
article 66 of the Constitution

shallhave to be inserted.

The foregoing recommen-
dations of the Commission
were discussed in a dialogue
with the leaders of the civil
society on April 26, 2007, This
was followed by a series of
dialogues on different dates
with the leaders of 15 political
parties, namely [0S, KSJL, GP,
P, JSD, JI, NAP, JSD, JP, AL,
CPB,WP,SD,BDB and LDP.

I'he leaders of different
political parties while taking
part in the dialogue went far
beyond the recommenda-
tions formulated by the
Commission.

lhe first dialogue was held
with the Commission on
September 12, 2007 with the
Islamic Oikya Jote. They sup-
ported EC's proposal for dis-
banding student and overseas
units of political parties and
opposed the introduction of
transparent ballot boxes. The
condition for registration was
also opposed by it.

The next dialogue was held
on September 16, 2007 with
Krishok Sramik Janata
League. They supported the
proposal of the Commission

for banning student wings of

the political parties, but
opposed the proposal for
curbing the right of the par-
ties to have chapter abroad.

‘The introduction-of the trans-

parent ballot boxes was also
opposed by them.

The third dialogue was
held on September 20, 2007
with the Ganatontri Party.
['his party supported most of
the reform proposals of the
Commission with a sugges-
tion that parties based on
religion should not be regis-
tered.

I'he fourth dialogue was
held on October 4, 2007 with
the Jatiya Party (Manju). The
leader of the party supported
the EC's proposal for compul-
sory registration of all politi-
cal parties and suggested
enactment of a separate com-
prehensive law for this pur-
‘IHHE'.

I'he fifth dialogue was held
with JSD (Ziku) on October
22, 2007. The representatives
of this party demanded wav-
ing of the condition of sub-
mitting audit report with the
application lor registration.

The sixth dialogue was
held with the Jamaat-e-Islami
on October 25, 2007. The
proposal of EC for securing at
least 2% votes in the last elec-
tion for registration was
endorsed by it. They however
opposed the proposal for
holding upazila election
before the parliamentary
election. It also opposed the
proposal for induction of 33
percent women representa-
tives in all party committees.

The seventh dialogue was

held with the National Awami
’arty. They supported the
proposal of having 33 percent
women representation in all
party committees and
demanded a ban on contest-
ing election by the warcrimi-
nals, Using of scale 'as an
election symbol was also
opposed by it.

The eighth dialogue was
held with the JSD (Inu). They
demanded a ban on political
parties based on religion.
[heir other demands were
use of transparent ballot box,
separation of EC Secretariat
from the PMO and direct
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