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Fine Arts and

- Handicrafts Fair

Organiser: Greater Mymensingh
Fine Arts Coordination Forum
Veaue: Shipacharya Zainul Abedin
Sangrashala, Shaheb Quarter Park,

~ Mymensingh
Date: February 1-14

o

;Etognphy Exhibition

Venue: Drik Gaflery, House 58, Road
{5A [New), Dhanmondi

Date: February 1-15

Time: 3-8 pm

Solo Painting
Exhibition

Title: Love & Affection

Artist: Anukul Mojumder

Venwe: Shilpangan, House 26, Road
3, Dhanmondi

Date: February 7-18

Time: 10am-1pm 2nd Spm-8pm
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— Devdas

Erratum

In the article titled Pitha
Uthshab at TSC published in
the Culture page of February
11, Atiqul Haque Chowdhury
was mentioned as a “theatre
personality” and the “chair-
man of Drishti”. It should have
read “media personality” and
“chief guest at the programme”.
We sincerelyregret the error.
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BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00

| pm.8:00pm.

News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.

o Late Night News (Bangla and Englsh)

11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANNEL-i

| News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,

2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.

4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.
CHANNEL 1

News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 12:00pm.
2:30pm. 6:30pm. 7:30pm. 10:00pm.
12:30am

BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 7:30am. 1:30pm.
5:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00am.
12:00am. 4:00pm.

News (Engish) at 6:00pm
Rtv

News (Bangla) at 10:15pm. and
12:15am

ntv

ews (Bangla)7:30am, 12:02pm,
2:00pm, 7:30pm, 10:30pm, 1:00am
ETV

News (Bangla): 1:00pm, 3:00pm,
5:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 11:00pm
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Artist Rafiqunnabi speaks at the memorial programme

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
EVDAS Chakraborty, one
of the pioneering artists of

D the country who. had

made remarkable contribution to
creating a movement in the field of
fine arts in the 19505, passed away
recently.

Born in 1933 in Faridpur,
Chakraborty in his extended career
had worked in different mediums.
For his mastery in arts,
Chakraborty received several
prestigious awards including the

Ekushey Padakin 1990,

Initially his field of interest was
drawing. Eventually, he began
painting, particularly in oil and
watercolour mediums, His initial
works were figurative, and then he
shifted to semi-abstracted and
abstract. His Poland tour, where he
won the first prize at an interna-
tional workshop in the late 1970s,
made a dynamic change in his
style. The artist again switched his
interest to drawing. Subsequently
he also focused in printmaking.

Chakraborty's contribution to
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our Liberation War was-also signifi-
cant. Under the leadership of Patua
Quamrul Hassan, Chakraborty had
designed many posters and illus-
trations highlighting the spirit of
Liberation War.

Eminent citizens of the country
paid homage to the artist at a
memorial programme at the
Bakultala, Institute of Fine Arts
(IFA) on February 10, The
programme began with a rendition
of the Tagore song Aguner
paroshmoniby the students of [FA.

Professor Anisuzzaman, poet-

Public tribute to artist
Chakraborty

playwright Syed Shamsul Haque,
artist Rafiqunnabi, actor
Asaduzzaman Noor, artist Nisar
Hossain, Shamsul Wares and oth-
ers spoke at the programme. Artist
Quayyum Chowdhury chaired the
programme.

Shamsul Wares said, "Artist
Devdas Chakraboty did not believe
in boundaries and divisions in the
name of religion. He was a human-
Ist. His convictions were apparent
in his artworks.”

Artist Nisar Hossain said, “He
was very congenial to each and
every individual.”

Calling Devdas Chakraboty “a
successful artist”, Rafiqunnabi
said, “He was very dynamic and
popular. He, along with his peers,
created a platform for the contem-
porary artists in our country.”

Focusing on the challenge the
artists faced in the 1950s' socio-
political scenario, Syed Shamsul
Haque said, “We should always
remember the contributions of
these pioneering artists, who had
to overcome the socio-political
hurdles in order to develop the fine
arts scene in the country.”

Professor Anisuzzaman said,
‘Chakraboty's works not only
featured nature and women, but
also the culture of the masses and
the rural life.”

Claiming artist Devdas
Chakraborty as one of his “good
friends”, artist Quayyum
Chowdhury said, “Whenever an
artist faced any problem Devdas
would give him a hand.”

An evaluation of the neo-theatre movement
Discussion at the National Museum

ERSHAD KAMOL

Though it is said that the neo-
theatre movement is one of the
most remarkable achievements in
the post-Liberation War Bangla-
desh, researcher Rahman
Chowdhury in his paper titled
Rajnoitik Natyachinta O
Swadhinota Poroborti
Bangladesher Mancho Natok has
presented the failures of the theatre
movement.

Chowdhury's paper, published
by Bangla Academy, was launched
on February 10 at the Begum Sufia
Kamal Auditorium, National
Museum.

Rahman Chowdhury has ana-
lysed the theatre movement in the
post-Liberation Bangladesh from a
Marxist point of view. Class strug-
gle in plays is the focusin the paper.
Iniually, Chowdhury turned in this
thesis for his PhD from the Depart-
ment of History, University of
Dhaka. Theatre icon Selim Al Deen
wrote the preface to the thesis.

Noted personalities Jotin Sarkar,
Asaduzzaman Noor, Sultana
Kamal, Khushi Kabir and
Nasiruddin Yousuff discussed on
Chowdhury's thesis. Professor
Sirajul Islam Chowdhury chaired
the discussion.

Quoting from the 'conclusion’ of
Chowhury's paper, renowned
filmmaker Masihuddin Shaker in
his welcome speech said, “The
proletariat class is virtually absent
in Bangladeshi theatre. The oppor-
tunist and capitalist mentality of
the theatre activists are patently
clear in the entire movement.
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There is no scope to consider this
kind of activism as a reflection of
the Marxist political ideology.”
“What is present in the entire
movement is a bourgeois mental-
ity. For their own interest the thea-
tre activists take part in different
movements. Theatre groups in
Bangladesh are tied to the apron-
strings of the politicians. Living in
one of the poorest countries of the
world, theatre activists in Bangla-
desh are owners of flats and cars,”
the conclusion of the paperreads.
Discussants at the programme
appreciated Chowdhury's efforts,
using several references. However,
they also criticised his approach.
Human rights activist Sultana
Kamal said, “In terms of principles,
each and every sector in Bangla-

Professor Sirajul Islam Chowdhury discusses Rahman Chowdhury's paper

desh can be criticised. It should be
mentioned that activists in Bangla-
desh are involved in a theatre
practice that often goes against the
interests of the ruling class.”

Labelling Chowdhury as an
‘extremist”, noted media person-
ality Asaduzzaman Noor said,
“Rahman Chowdhury's thesis is
unfair to thousands of dedicated
theatre activists in Bangladesh who
do not enjoy the luxuries life has to
offer and are devoted to message-
oriented theatre to generate aware-
ness among the masses.”

Theatre personality Mamunur
Rashid, who was scheduled to
speak at the programme, sent a
written speech, which read,
“Chowdhury is vindictive. There
are many reasons to differ his

. 'QTqu
= |

Mol
ll f“
Warid Boi Mela Shorashori

OnChannel-iat5:30 pm
Live coverage of the
Ekushey Book Fair

- i

k

Bl L '." -
II'I J |
b ) i i .._.m-M-f)-

thought.”

Claiming Chowdhury's
approach “biased”, theatre person-
ality Nasiruddin Yousuff said,
“There are some wrong informa-
tion and anomalies in the paper.
Chowdhury has totally ignored a
dramatist like Rabindranath
Tagore in his thesis and has highly
praised western dramatists. He has
mentioned only three plays from
the 1960s -- Sirajuddaulah by
Sikandar Abu Zafar, Bahipir by
Syed Waliullah and Baghdad-er
Kobi by Shawkat Osman -- as qual-
ity works in the history of theatre in
Bangladesh. I believe, the state-
ment is biased. Chowdhury has
also the criticised each and every
political party except BNP"

Mentioning an example from
the Soviet-era, Udichi Chief Jotin
Sarkar said, “A few of the extremists
in the Soviet-era rejected classic
litterateur Tolstoy, as his novels do
not reflect Marxism. Lenin had to
write in favour of Tolstoy. I'll also
write on Chowdhury's thesis.”

Professor Sirajul Islam
Chowdhury said, “Philosophical
approach cannot be the only basis
of evaluation. An art form should
be evaluated from both philosoph-
ical and aesthetic points of view.”

Defending himself, Rahman
Chowdhury said, “As the theatre
activists claim that they are
devoted to abolish the class strug-
gle, I've analysed the political plays
in Bangladesh from a Marxist point
of view. Doing that I've included
references and comments, which
are not my own.”

@he Daily Star

Samay Theatre Festival 08
Today's play “Meraj Fakirer Maa”

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

As part of the ongoing theatre
festival arranged by Samay
Shangskritik Goshthi, Theatre will
stage Meraj Fakirer Maa at the
National Theatre Stage today.
Meraj Fakirer Maa, written and
directed by Abdullah Al Mamun, is
a satire on the tendency of the
fanatics, who twist the religious
doctrines for their own benefit. The
play also highlights a debate
between fundamentalism and
progressiveness. Meraj Fakirer
Maa raises questions like “should
one's religious beliefs compel
him/her to disown the mother”,

A scene from Meraj Fakirer Maa

Pitha Utsob in Tangail
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Visitors try out pitha at the festival

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Amar Desh Pathak Mela in association with Shahin
Shikkha Paribar, Tangail organised a Pitha Utshob at
the Shaheed Srrity Poura Udyan in the town recently.

Tangail Deputy Commissioner (DC) Akhter Ali

Sarkar inaugurated the festival as chief guest while
Superintend of Police (SP) Abdul Mannan attended the
eventas special guest.

Around 30 types of scrumptious pitha were on
display at 15 stalls. Foodies were quite pleased to be
able to try out bhapa, bhapa puli, chitoi, jamai, phool,
chandrapuli, chamcham, saj, mukhsala, patishapta
and other delectable pitha at the festival.

Artists of different cultural organisations performed
songs and dances at the programme, giving the
occasionarural touch.

Amy Winehouse dominates Grammys

from afar

AP, Los Angeles

Trapped halfaworld away by the place she promised to

never go, go, go,” avibrant, exuberant AmyWinehouse

dominated the Grammys last Sunday night, winning

five awards and delivering a defiant performance of

Ser autobiographical hit Rehab via satellite from Lon-
on.

Winehouse, nominated for six awards, lost the final
prize in a shocker when Herbie Hancock took album of
the year for River: The Joni Letters.

For a while it seemed impossible that Winehouse
would perform at all. She recently entered a drug reha-
bilitation centre after months of erratic behaviour and
cancelled performances not to mention the anthemic

“no, no, no” resistance of herhitsong.

As the ceremony approached, suspense built over
whether her drug troubles would cost her a work visa.
When her visa application was rejected last Thursday;,
Grammy producers arranged for her to perform
remotely. On Friday, the US government reversed itself
and approved the visa, but it was too late for her to
make the cross-continental trek.

So she took the stage at almost 4 am London time
before a small cabaret audience, wearing a sly smile as
she performed a sultry, soulful rendition of the hit that
has defined her recent fall from grace. She looked just
as coy as she sang the song You Know I'm No Good --
almostrevelling in the irony of her words.

Her five awards were the most of the night, and
included wins for best new artist, song of the year, pop
vocal album and female pop vocal performance.

Winehouse's performance was not the only dra-
matic moment of the night. Kanye West, who had a
leading eight nominations and won four trophies,
delivered an electric, glow-in-the-dark rendition of
Stronger,-then segued into a stirring tribute to his
mother, Donda West, who died unexpectedly last year
afterundergoing plastic surgery.

Westwon awards for bestrap album for Graduation,
best solo performance for Stronger, best rap song for
Good Life and best rap performance by a duo or group
forhis collaboration with Common on Southside.

The Grammys, celebrating its 50th year,
emphasised its history from the first performance.
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Bionic Woman

On StarWorld at 10:30 pm
TV Series
Cast: Michelle Ryan, Lucy Hale

Alicia Keys, glammed-up with a '50s style, sat at the
piano and sang Learnin’ the Blues along with a black-
and-white video performance from the late Frank
Sinatra.

“Frank Sinatra looked good for 150, didn't he,”
Prince joked moments later before introducing Keys as
the best female R&B vocal winner for her smash No
One.

It was a hot-legs competition when Tina Turner
teamed up with Beyonce on Proud Mary. The senior
diva kept up with her younger counterpart,
showcasing her famous dance moves.

Carrie Underwood's Before He Cheals earned two
Grammys, including for best female country vocal
performance. Bruce Springsteen took three awards,
including best rock song for Radio Nowhere, Other

winners included the White Stripes, Justin imberlake™
and Mary J. Blige with two each, the Foo Fighters and
even Democratic presidential candidate Barack
Obamafor bestspoken-word album.

Beyonce and Tina Turner heat it up at the Grammys

NS 'ﬁ.
"\,p‘ J;"-ﬁ-a"':“ % 2

A _) .\--. - Y

i ?-ﬁpe-

Radio Foorti 88.0 FM

07:00am Hello Dhaka

11:00am Amar B8

03:00pm Dhaka Calling

07:00pm Seven Eleven

12:00am Back to Back music

Radio Today 89.6 FM

07:15am Good Moming
Dhaka (Bipiob)

07:45 am Today's Happy
Moments

08:45am Shokaler Khabor

12:00pm Today's Adda
(Nudrat)

01:45pm Dupurer Khabor

04:00pm U-tum (Kibria &
Tana)

06:45pm Shondher Khabor

08:00pm Tobe Tai Hok
(Sayem)

09:45pm Raater Khabor

11:45pm Moddho Raater
Khabor

12:00am Today's Happy

Moments
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