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Fertiliser crisis dashes hopes

for good crops in southern dists
23, 790 tonnes of TSP and urea supplied against demand

for 40,200 tonnes in 11 districts

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Short supply of fertiliser is affecting
cultivation of Irri-Boro and rabi
crops in Sidr affected 11 district in
Barisalregion.

Despite constraints and finan-
cial hardship, farmers in the region
are making all out efforts to recover
the losses caused by Sidr but their
hopes are being dashed by fertiliser
Crsis.

Sources at fertiliser monitoring
cell and Barisal regional office of
Agriculture Extension Department
(AED) said only 6,290 tonnes of TSP
and urea were distributed among
dealers and 17,500 tons were in
stock till Thursday last against the
demand for 40,200 tonnes in the
region.

However, Gazi Harunur Rashid,
deputy assistant director of Barisal
AED, denied that there was any
fertlizer cnsis.

He said marginal and poor
farmers cannot buy fertiliser due to
lack of purchasing power.

Barisal divisional commissioner
Harun Chowdhurywho is monitor-

ing the fertiliser supply position
also said there is no crisis of urea in
the region. The short supply of TSP
only in Bhola district will be
addressed as soon as possible, he
said.

But many farmers talking to
alleged that they did not get ferti-
liser at dealers' shop. 'No stock' is
their usual answer, the farmers said
alleging that blackmarketing Is
going on in most areas taking the
advantage of dealership.

In Barisal district, 120 tonnes of
TSP and 150 tonnes urea have so far
been distributed and 90 tonnes and
2.37 tonnes respectively are in
stock, AED officials said.

The demand is 1,240 tonnes of
TSP and 4,820 tonnes of urea, they
said.

So far, 64 tonnes of TSP and 300
tonnes of urea have been distrib-
uted in Pirijpur district, AED
sources there said on contact. They
have a stock of 154 tonnes TSP and
920 tonnes urea against a demand
for 400 tonnes of TSP and 1,150

tonnes of urea.
In Thalakati, 21 tonnes of TSP

and 99 tonnes urea were distrib-
uted while the stock position is 68
tonnes and 9,790 tonnes respec-
tively against the demand for 93
tonnes and 1,900 tonne, officials
said.

In Patuakhali, 53 tonnes of TSP
and 204 tonnes of urea were dis-
tributed.

There is a stock of 127 tonnes of
TSP and 1,510 tonnes of urea
against the demands for 101 tonnes
of TSP and 2,450 tonnes ofurea,

Officials in Barguna said the
demand for TSP and urea was 93
tonnes and 2,500 tonnes respec-
tively while only 14.5 tonnes and 68
tonners were distributed. However,
211 tonnes of TSP and 441 tonnes of
urea are in stock, they said.

Demand for TSP and urea ferti-
lisers in Bhola district is 543 tonnes
and 6,700 tonnes respectively while
only 130 tonnes and 1,450 tonnes
have so far been distributed.
Officials said 11.5 tonnes of TSP
and 38 tonnes of urea are in stock in
the district.

In Faridpur, the demand is 396
tonnes of TSP and 4,200 tonnes. So
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far, 26 tonnes of TSP and 631 tonnes
of urea have been distributed with
131 tonnes and 986 tonnes in stock.

Officials in Madaripur said 87.5
tonnes of TSP and 518 tonnes of
urea have been distributed against
the demand for 518 tonnes and
4,750 tonnes respectively. They
sald they have a stock of 59 tonnes
of TSP and 786 tonnes of urea.

Gopalganjdistrict hasa demand
for 940 tonnes of TSP and 4,730
tonnes of urea while 42 tonnes and
995 tonnes were distributed keep-
ing a stock of 55 tonnes and 2,660
tonnes respectively.

In Rajbari, the demand is 715
tonnes of TSP and 2,700 tonnes of
urea while 42 tonnes and 447
tonnes were distributed. This
district has a stock of 68 tonnes of
TSP and 795 tonnes of urea.

The demand for TSP and urea is
661 tonnes and 3,590 tonnes
respectively in Shariatpur. So far,
105 tonnes of TSP and 506 tonnes of
urea have been distributed.
Officials said they have a stock of
124 tonnes of TSP and 573 tonnes of
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Barapukuria
mine workers
call off strike

Ounr CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Agitating Bangladeshi workers of
Barapukuria Coal Mine Company
Ltd (BCMCL) have finally with-
drawn their 66 hours strike follow-
Ing acceptance of their seven-point
demand.

Coalmine authority, the con-
tracting company CMC and agi-
tated miners reached an agree-
ment yesterday evening, BCMCL
officials said.

The meeting started at BCMCL
conference room yesterday noon
to resolve problem due to the
mineworkers' unrest that had been
hampering coal extraction since
Friday midnight.

After six-hour-long negotiation
between agitating mineworkers
and officials of BCMCL, CMC and
XMC, the miners agreed to with-
draw their strike and attend their
work from last night, coalmine
sources said.

As per the agreement signed
between mineworkers, BCMCL
authorities and coalmine contract-
ing company CMC, the under-
ground mineworkers from now on
will get Tk 110--200 each working
dayinstead of Tk 70--150 earlier.

Earlier on February 5, the
Bangladeshi miners of BCMCL
started their indefinite strike press-
Ing the mine authorities to meet
theirseven-pointdemand.
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Crows feast on dead chickens left as bird flu suspects at Harintana canal in Khulna city while many dead chickens
floaton the canal, posing a serious threat of infection among birds as well as people.

'Preserve FFs' quota in jobs,
foil Jamaat-Shibir plot’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Leaders and activists of different
socio-political organisations and
freedom fighters in Kalaroa upazila
in a joint statement yesterday
urged the caretaker government to
ensure preservation of freedom
fighters' quota in all job sectors

A section of students under the
banner of “general students” who
are demanding abolition of free-
dom fighters' quota are actually led
by Shibir, they said.

“When the people in the coun-
try are united to press the govern-
ment for trial of the war criminals,
the anti-liberation force Jamaat-

Signatories to the statement are
Muktijodhha Sangsad Kalaroa
upazila unit commander Abdul
Gaffar and deputy commander SM
Habibur Rahman, former upazila
unit commanders Abdur Rouf and
Golam Mostafa and former deputy
commander Shawkat Ali, freedom
fighters Moslem Uddin, Abul
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