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 Theatre Festival

- Group: Theatre

hotmmury Screening

of Harun Farocki (German)

International Art

Exhibition
Organiser: Asiatic Socety of
Bangladesh

Nimta§ Ramna -
Date: February 9-24
Time: 2pm-8pm

Solo Painting

Exhibition

Title; image of Time

Artist: Asti-Uz-Zaman

Venue: Centre for Photography &
Road, Nasirabad, Khuishi, Chittagong
Date: February 10-135

Time: 10am-1pm and 4pm-8pm

Photography Exhibition
Marking the 65th anniversary of Baltie
of Stalingrad

Organiser: Russian Centre for
Science and Cufiure

Venue: Russian Centre for Science
and Cuiture, House 510, Road 7,
Ohanmond:

Date: February 6-14

Time: 10 am-7 pm (except Friday &
Saturday)

Title: Studying Life

Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, Road
154 (New), Ohanmandi i
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PEAKING at the inauguration of the

Mother Language Day Art Exhibition at

the Asiatic Society of Bangladesh Gallery
of Fine Arts, Professor SMA Faiz, VC of Dhaka
University said that the Asiatic Society is some-
thing to be admired. It welcomed many artists
from overseas, and this particular exhibition is
a hub of many cultures, said Professor Faiz.

Art critic Professor Nazrul Islam said, “This
is a pioneer work in terms of setting up a per-
manent gallery. The exhibition marks the
International Mother Language Day and there
are participants from as many as eight coun-
tries, including Bangladesh. Although organ-
ised within a short time, the participants repre-
sent the subcontinent and beyond. The
artworks of Zainul Abedin, Safiuddin Ahmed,
Qamrul Hassan, SM Sultan and Mohammed
Kibria are representations from Bangladesh.
The display also features paintings of Bikram
Shah from Nepal and other artists from South
Asia and Europe.”

Pitha Uthshab at TSC

Artworks by Safiuddin Ahmed (L) and Zainul Abedin on display
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Asiatic Society has always been a patron of
art, literature and history, said Professor Nazrul
Islam. The permanent gallery, even though itis
limited in nature, will encourage people to
come and appreciate fine arts, he said. The
other two permanent galleries are the ones at
the National Museum and the Shilpakala Gal-
lery. He added that as the gallery is located at
the breakpoint between the old and new city, it
should attract many viewers. Several members
of the society are themselves painters of
repute, like Murtaja Baseer and Hamiduzzaman
Khan.

Eminent artist Hamiduzzman Khan said that
he had worked with the Asiatic Society for seven
years, along with others like Qayyum
Chowdhury, Rafiqun Nabi and Ivy Zaman. In the
process, he said, he managed to collect many
works by senior artists for the gallery. He added
that in the field of fine arts, Bangladesh was
ahead of many in South Asia.

Senior painter Qayyum Chowdhury said that
to be able to exhibit at the Asiatic Society Gallery
was a creditand honour for artists.

tryside.

Mahfuza Khanum of the Asiatic Society said
that the institution focused on fine arts and
artworks by 35 artists from USA, UK, Germany,
Spain, India, Malaysia and Greece thathad been
collected for the display:.

Zainul Abedin's work is represented by the
seated woman in her red striped sari, dream-
ing of her beloved, Safiuddin Ahmed's paint-
ing brings in a carpenter. An overwhelmingly
large watercolour by SM Sultan conveys the
dreams that the artist had for the prosperity of
the country. A pensive woman is depicted by
Qayyum Chowdhury while Abdul Basset's
piece is also a stylised one. Fascinating lines
enter Monirul Islam's semi-abstract work.
Gold and blue dominate Syed Jehangir's
depiction of women winnowing in the coun-

The works of Clare Mitten from UK, Georgia
Grigoriadou from Greece, Uttam Nepali, an
impressionist artist, currently exhibiting In
USA and Suzelee Ibrahim from Malaysia are
also there to be admired.

The exhibition ends on February 24.

Play highlighting negligence

Samay Theatre

ERSHAD KAMOL

At the ongoing theatre festival
arranged by Samay Shanskritik
Goshthi, Kolkata-based troupe
Anik staged Punorujfibon, an
adaptation of Ibsen's play When We
Dead Awaken, yesterday. The
troupe will stage the play in
Chittagong tomorrow. Earlier Anik
participated at two theatre festivals
in Bangladesh in 1999 and 2000. On
the occasion of Punorujjibon being
staged, The Daily Star spoke with
playwright-director Amalesh
Chakraborti, the chief of Anik.

Chakraborti informed that his
troupe Anik was formed in 1988. So
far Anik has staged 13 plays; all
plays written by Chakraborti. He is
also the director of Anik's current
production Punorujjibon. Rest of
the Anik productions are directed
by Malay Biswas.

On an average, the troupe stages
six shows a month. Moreover, Anik
gets a grant from the West Bengal
Government. The troupe is also

Festival '08

involved In development works
with ethnic minorities in India.
Sald Chakraborti, “We are working
with the Santal and Oraon commu-
nities. We are helping them in
staging their ritualistic artforms for
theurbanaudience ”

Born in Noakhali, Bangladesh,
Chakraborti migrated to Koltata at
an early age, along with his family
during the Partition. He got
involved in political and cultural
activities while he was a student.

Amalesh Chokroborti has writ-
ten over 20 plays. Most of these are
original works and rest are adapta-
tions or translations -- mostly of
Russian plays.

On the reason behind adapt-
ing/translating Russian plays,
Chokroborti said, “I find similari-
ties between the socio-political
scenario depicted in the Russian
plays and that of contemporary
Kolkata. Particularly, I find the
reflection of my political views in
these plays. Even, in my original
plays, 1 focus on socio-political

@he Daily Star

Amalesh Chakraborti: Highlighting
socio-political issues in plays

Amalesh Chakraborti

issues.”

“These productions have been
well-received by the audience in
Kolkata, as the people are politi-
cally conscious,” he added.

For his contribution to theatre
Amalesh Chokroborti has received
several awards including Natya
Academy Award, provided by the
West Bengal Government.

(L-R) Abu Raihan, Habib, Balam and Joshua Wayes Ahmed
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Milestone for the Bangladesh Music Industry

Bangladeshi music has been introduced into
: the world's largest digital music market
iTunes, says a press release. Now that it is
being distributed on a global scale, people
from every country has access to Bangladeshi
music. Albums such as Habib's Panjabiwala,
Balam's self-titled album, Arnob's Hok
Kolorob and Ashiq's Ashiq O Ekota are among
the first to be currently available on iTunes.
This step was taken by ICE Technologies to
promote Bangladeshi music internationally
and to take an active stand against music
piracy. Habib and Balam were present, along
with JoshuaWayes Ahmed, head of operations
and Abu Raihan, manager of 1T, of ICE Tech-
nologies, atthe programme.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The 15th annual Pitha Uthshab,
organised by the NGO Drishti, was
held at the TSC Cafeteria, Dhaka
University (DU) on February 9.
Professor AAMS Arefin Siddique of
DU was present as chief guest and
the special guests were Golam
Kuddus, general secretary of
Sammilito Sanskritik Jote; writer
Mitali Hussain and theatre personal-
ity and chairman of Drishti, Atiqul
Haque Chowdhury.

About a dozen contestants,
mostly housewives, displayed ‘52

pata, khir pakon, jhinuk pitha,
kanloti rosher pitha, lobongo lotika,
ilish pitha, chirar pitha and many
more.

Speeches were delivered by Pro-
fessor AAMS Arefin Siddique, Mitali
Hussain, Atiqul Haque Chowdhury,
Golam Kuddus and singer Iffat Ara
Nargis. The contestants also spoke
briefly.

Drishti hoped that the govern-
ment would support primary and
secondary level schools in teaching
students about traditional food
through cultural programmes.

Other attractions at the programme

in health care

Flute performance at Chhayanat

NADIA SARWAT

Noted flute artiste Murtuza Kabir
Murad and his students performed
at the Chhayanat Sanskriti Bhaban
on February 9. The programme
featured classical notes on banshi
(bamboo flute).

With a profound inclination
towards music, Murad started with
tablain 1985. He learnt tabla\nder’

Sulola, a diplomat from the Euro-
pean Commission (EC) who has
been training under Murad.
Shantanu from India; Nishat
Afroze, architect and lecturer at the
Ahsanullah University of Science
and Technology; Andrea Rodriguez
from CARE Bangladesh; Masum
Billah and other students of Murad
also performed at the programme.
The renditions included Raga

e

Stamford Universityrendered Raga
Megh, accompanied by electronic
instruments without changing the
classical format of the composi-
tion. Eight-year-old Noirita on
keyboard and Muhammed Ali Nafi
on electric guitar seemed quite
comfortable performing with their
father, Naqi.

4 Murtuza Kabir Murad»wasgthe-
last to perform. Demonstrating his
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