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International Art
Exhibition

Organiser: Asiatic Soclety of Bangladesh
Venue: Auditorium, Asiatic Society of
Bangladesh, 5 Old Secretariat Road.

~ Nimtal, Ramna
Date: Fabruary 9-24
Time: 2pm-8pm .

Cultural Programme

Organiser: Sammiito Shanskritik Jote
Title: Exush Achhey Joyodhoto Ekush
Banchey Obiroto

Venue: Cenlral Shaheed Minar

Date. February 9- 19

Time: 4:30pm 9pm

Fine Arts and

Handicrafts Fair

Organiser: Greater Mymensingh Fine
Arts Coordination Forum

Mymensingh
Data. Febryary 1-14

Photography Exhibition

to mark 65th anniversary of Battle of
Stalingrad
Organiser: Russian Centre for
Science and Culture

Venue: Russian Centre for Science
and Culture, House 510, Road 7,
Dhanmondi

Date: February 6-14

Time: 10 am-7 pm (except Friday &
Saturday)

Tids: Studying Life

Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, Road
15A (New), Dhanmondi

Date: February 1-15

Time: 3-8 pm

Solo Painting
Exhibition

Tite:Love S8Afflecion = = g4
Arfist: Anukul Mojumder - A
Venue: Shilpangan, House 26, Road

3, Dhanmondi

Date: February 7-18

Time: 10am-1pm and S5pm-8pm

Art Exhibition

Organiser: School of Creative Art
Gallery

Venue: Dk Gallery, House 58, Road
15A (New), Dhanmondi

Date: February 5- 11

Time: 3pm- 8pm

Title: Nobiner Ditiyo Jatra

Venue: Words and Pages, 125,
Guishan Avenue, Guishan-2

Oate: February 4- 10

Time: 11am- Bpm

Exhibition
Tele: Unhrupadi Bomomala
Venue: Gallery Nityaupahar, Aziz
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s Ekushey programmes by

Sammiilito Sanskritik Jote

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

programme. The slogan of this year's

Every year, the nation observes February 21 by
paying homage to the martyrs of the Language
Movement. To mark the occasion Sammilito
Sanskritik Jote (SS]) has arranged a 0-day long
special programme at the Central Shaheed

Minar premises.

SSJ, a common platform for cultural
organisations, has been holding special
programmes in February every year, since 1983,
Hundreds of organisations from all over the
country participate atthe programme.

The inauguration of this year's programme
was held on February 8. Language Movement
veteran Professor Rafiqul Islam inaugurated the

Ekushey February.

programme is “Ekush Achhey Joyoddhoto --
Ekush Banchey Obiroto”,

The event started with placing wreaths at the
Shaheed Minar by members of SSJ. A one-
minute silence was observed in the memory of
the Language Movement martyrs.

A group rendition of the National Anthem
was presented by members of Chhayanat,
Shurtirtha, Rabindra Sangeet Shilpi Parishad
and Anondo Dhoni. That was followed by a
rendition of Amar bhai-er roktey rangano

The welcome speech was given by Golam
Kuddus, general secretary, SSJ. Kuddus said that
when internal affairs are concerned, Bangla

should always be given the first priority. English
and other languages should be preferred in

international affairs.

In his speech, Professor Rafiqul Islam
brought to light the issues our language faces
nowadays. He emphasised on generating
public awareness on distortion of Bangla in
the media. Professor Islam also urged for the
proper practise of Bangla in private
universities. He appealed to the parents to
teach their children proper Bangla.

Cultural personality Ramendu Majumder
said that apart from promoting and
upholding Bangla, safeguarding the
languages of the indigenous communities in

our country is also important,

Professor Rafiqul Islam speaks at the programme

Theatre

PHOTO: STAR

Among others, media personality
Asaduzzaman Noor; Mizanur Rahman,
general secretary, Bangladesh Pothonatok
Parishad and Jhuna Chowdhury, secretary
general, Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation were presented at the programme.
Nasiruddin Yousuff, president of SSJ, presided
over the session,

In between the speeches recitations were
performed by Ahkamullah, Laila Afroze and
Naila Tarannum Kakoli.

A cultural programme followed. Children's
organisation Kendriyo Khela Ghor Ashor
presented dance and Shafiul Alam Raja
rendered songs.

The event ended with two street plays --
Ora Notun Beshey by Mohakaal Natyo
Shomproday and Uttori by Oboyob Natyodal.

The programmes at Shaheed Minar will
continue till February 19, SSJ will also hold
special programmes at two other venues --
Rabindra Sarobar, Dhanmondi
February 15-21) and at the Mirpur Outdoor
Stadium (from February 17-23). The
programmes will start from 4:30 pm and will

(from

continue till 9:00 pm.,

Samay Natya Utsab begins

ERSHAD KAMOL

The nine-day Samay Natya Utsab
was inaugurated on February 8 by
theatre personality Ramendu
Majumder at the National Theatre
Stage. The festival marks the 30th
anniversary of theatre troupe
Samay Sanskritik Goshthi. Six local
and.two Indian toupes will stage
nine plays at the festival.

The festival is dedicated to the
memory of Selim Al Deen. The
inauguration programme began

with paying homage to the recently
deceased theatre icon. Dance
troupe Nritydhara staged a dance
performance with the Tagore song
Aguner paroshmoni.

Convenor of the festival,
Aktaruzzman said, “The 30th anni-
versary programme was scheduled
for last year, but because of Sidr we
had toreschedule the festival.”

Labelling Samay Sanskritik
Goshthi as one of the leading thea-
tre troupes of the country,
Ramendu Majumder said, “Since

1977, Samay Sankritik Goshthi has
been very active in street theatre. It
has also staged a good number of
full-fledged theatre productions,
which feature diverse social is-
sues.”

Speaking on Selim Al Deen,
Majumder said, “We should study
his plays minutely. I believe
through his plays Al Deen emerged
as aphilosopher,” |

Majumder added, “Organisers
usually face bureaucratic issues
when inviting artistes from over-
seas. We hope the current govern-
mentwill consider the issue.”

Prior to the staging of Nimojjon,
the first play at the festival, director
Nasiruddin Yousuff, said,
“Nimojjon presents a chronologi-
cal look at genocides that have
taken place around the world.”
According to the play, the history of
civilisation and genocides are
Interwoven.

Today's play
“Punorujjibon”

As part of the theatre festival ar-
ranged by Samay, Indian troupe
Anik will stage Punorujjibon today
atthe National Theatre Stage.

An adaptation of Ibsen's When
We Dead Awaken, Punorujjibon
features the internal and external
conflicts between a renowned

Call to ensure
right to mother
tongue

JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari

Speakers at a recent discussion
said that the government is pre-
pared to initiate primary education
in mother languages of the 13
indigenous communities living in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT),
which is mandatory as per the
'CHT Peace Accord'. The present
government has all the intentions
of implementing the programme,
theysaid.

Speakers said this at a prize-
giving programme at the Tribal
Cultural Institute (TCI) in
Khagrachhari.

Khagrachhan Hill District Council
(KHDC) Chairman Monindra Lal
Tripurawas presentas the chief guest.

Education in mother tongue is
important for ensuring quality
schooling, increasing children's
ability to learn, making the chil-
dren aware of their own language
and traditions, decreasing school
dropouts and increasing atten-
dance inschools, theyadded.

Among others, Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) Mohammad Rashed
Hassan, Upazila Primary Educa-
tion Officer Shafiqul Islam Sarker,
Dr. Shahid Talukder and Headmas-
ter of Khagrachhari Model Primary
School KabirAhmed were present.

Prior to the discussion, an art
competition was held at the venue.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

Music lovers of the port city en-
joyed rock and pop musicat the MA
Aziz Stadium last Friday. The occa-
sion, 'Banglalink Desh Music Fest
2008°, was an initiative in aid of the
Sidr victims.Six popular bands,
acclaimed singer Haider Husyn
and the new sensation Shirin, who
is originally from Chittagong,
entertained the huge crowd at the
six-hour long concert. Over 30,000
people gathered at the show, or-
ganisers speculated.

Banglalink, one of the largest
mobile phone operators in the
country, organised the concert to
raise funds for the victims of the
devastating Cyclone Sidr that left
many homeless.

Proceeds from the concert will
be donated to the Chief Adviser's
relief fund, organisers said.

Channel-i, Radio Today,
amadergaan.com and Carnival
joined hands with Banglalink in the

effort.

The crowd did not have to wait
long as the concert kicked off at
around 3:00 pm. Popular TV pre-
senter Abdur Nur Tushar uttered,
“O bhai aanra Chantgainya
nawjowan, doijjyar kulat bashat
gari, sina di thekai jhar tuwan’ (O
brother we are the Chittagonian
youth, making home by the sea,
ready to face the waves and
storms).

Sustain was the first band to
perform. The group performed
their songs including Pabitra prem
and Aami hoye jabo Akash.

Shirin, of Panjabiwalafame, was
next on the stage. The artiste, who
1s currently based in London, was
not scheduled to perform but did
not turn down the request of the
Organisers.

Sumon and his band Aurthohin
performed Tumibhorechho, Tomar
Jonyo noyand Jochhona.

Hyder Husyn entertained the
audience with five of his songs

Manipuri Museum
Inaugurated in Sylhet

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet

Integrated Manipuri Association
(IMA) recently inaugurated the
Manipuri Museum at Subidbazar,
Sylhet. Deputy Commissioner
Harun Ur Rashid Khan formally
inaugurated the museum. Eminent
personalities from the Manipuri
community were present at the
event.

Later, a discussion was held at
the Saifur Rahman Auditorium.
Thongam Dhiren Singh chaired the
programme. AK Sheram, former
chairman of IMA; Mozammel
Haque, additional Deputy
Comissioner (Rev) and Arosh Alj,
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SWW Shahbag sculptorand his model. Over 100 students from different
Date: February 7-29 —~ Amalesh Chakiabarti has | educational institutions took part
Time: 10am- 8pm Dance troupe Nritydhara perform at the programme PHOTO'STAR  dapted and directed the play in the competition.
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Members of Academy for Manipuri Culture and Arts perform at the event

president of Udichi Shilpi Goshthi,
Sylhet unit spoke on the occasion.
From the Indian State of Manipur,
Mrituwa Bahadur, director of
Mrituwa museum in Manipur
State, India; Dr. K. Sushila, director
of the Manipuri Archives and
Premananda Sinha were also pres-
entattheevent.

The discussants addressed the
importance of preserving the rich
cultural heritage of all ethnic
minority groups in the country.
Later, a cultural programme was
arranged where the members of
IMA and Academy for Manipuri
Culture and Arts performed.
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Banglalink Desh Music Fest
'08 in Chittagong

including Muktijoddha, Sarkari
officer, Faisya gechi, Mon ki je chaye
bolo and Shadhinata.

James with his band Nagar Baul
took the stage amidst the dazzle of
the flare lights just after dark. Nagar
Baul performed Diwana diwana,
Dusto chheler dal, Beder meye and
Pagla haowa. James ended the
performance with his popular
Hindisong Bhigibhigi.

Renowned rock musician Ayub
Bachchu thanked the organisers
and the audience for lending a
hand to the Sidr victims.

The seasoned musicians of the
band Miles started their perfor-
mance with Jala. That was followed
by Chand tara shurjo, Neela, Jatiyo
sangeet-er ditiyo line and Phiriye
dao. "

Ayub Bachchu and his band LRB
were the last to perform. LRB per-
formed its new song -- Tornakey
duurthekeydekchhi,

Book launch
in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Shash Bashi, a novel by Md.
Abdul Hakim Jamil, was
launched at a programme held
atthe Pabna Bonomali Institute
auditorium recently. Chief
Executive Officer of Pabna Zila
Parishad, Md. Sadar Ali Biswas
launched the book as the chief
guest. Professor Md. Abdul
Karim chaired the event.
Former head of the Bangla
Department, Pabna Edward
College, Professor Md.
Kamruzzaman,;
Pabna Bar Association, MA
Matin Miah; Managing Director
of Universal Group, Sohani
Hossain and Dr. Sarwar Jahan
Foyez spoke atthe programme.

the realityof asociety.

The author of Shash Bashi,
Md. Abdul Hakim Jamil is a
Sadar Upazila Nirbahi Officer
in Pabna. After the book was
launched, a play -- an adapta-

tion of the novel -- was staged.
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Radio Foorti 88.0 FM
07:00am Hello Dhaka
11:00am Amar B8
03:00pm Dhaka Calling
07:00pm Seven Eleven
12:00am Back to Back music
Radio Today 89.6 FM
07:15am Good Moming
Dhaka (Biplob)
07:45 am Today's Happy
Moments
08:45am Shokaler Khabor
12:00pm Today's Adda
(Nudrat)
01:45pm Dupurer Khabor
04:00pm U-tumn (Kibria &
Tania)
06:45pm Shondher Khabor
08:00pm Tobe Tal Hok
(Sayem)
09:45pm Raater Khabor
11:45pm Moddho Raater
Khabor
12:00am Today's Happy

President of

Speakers at the programme
said that literature represents




