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FERTILISER SMUGGLING
[.aw enforcers

asked to keep
watch on sea,
river routes

STAFF C (’IHHI*‘QPU'\‘DH\"I

The advisory council on law and
order yesterday directed the law

enforcement agencies to mount |
watch over sea and rivers in Cox's |

Bazar to stop smuggling of fertiliser
to Myanmar

'he order was issued to ensure
smooth supply of fertiliser for Boro

Allow indoor politics
across the country

Discussants urge govt at Shujan roundtable

.ST \.1 I ( ORRE smmn \rl

The caretaker government should
immediately relax emergency rules
and allow indoor politics across the
country creating scopes for the
parties (O consult their grassroots
leaders to speed up political

parties should proactively
approach the government with
their key reform proposals. Talking
about rules to check corrupt prac-
tices in politics is not pressure for
reforms, theynoted

"We want the general elections
to be held as per the announced

black money and loan defaulting
mustnot go on, he emphasised.

Dr Kamal said political parties,
especially those who contested
elections in honest ways in the
past, should be prompt in contrib-
uting to the reform process. "There
1s no time for unnecessary debate.

Risky well-3
of Titas finally
turned off

OUR CORRESPONI JENT, B'baria

The risky well no 3 of Titas Gas field
has finally been turned off to save all
nearbywells from apossible disaster.

Jahangir Kabir, managing direc-
tor of Bangladesh Gas Field
Company Limited (BGFCL), said
this at a press conference yesterday
atthe Birashar BGFCL office.

The well had been showing
abnormal symptoms for long,
according toa BGFCL handout.

SEE PAGE 15 COL S5 |

cultvation as the government is | reforms roadmap, but necessary reforms We must have an effective, repre , l
desperately trying to achieve a | Prescribed or imposed reforms, must be made," Gono Forum sentationaldemocracy.” Y
bumper production in the wake of | instead of those made on the basis  leader Dr Kamal Hossain said at the Moderating the roundtable, ou ng woiman

crop damage in last year's back to
back flooding and Cyclone Sidr

“The law enforcement agencies
have identified that most smug-
glers use sea and river routes in
Cox's Bazar to smuggle out ferti-
liser to Myanmar,” a home ministry
official said quoting the meeting of
the advisory council.

Bangladesh Army, Navy,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6 |

Suicide attack
on military
vehicle kills 6
in Pakistan

-\P

Rawalpindi

A suicide bomber on a motorbike |
rammed into a minibus carrying |

security personnel, detonating a

blast yesterday that killed at least | ~

six people and wounded more than |

attack in the
city of

30 In the latest
Pakistani garrison
Rawalpindi, officials said.
The bus was destroyed during the
blast on a road running Lhmugh a
bazaar near the offices of the army's

National Logistics Cell, said Bisharat |

Abbasi, the local police chief.
A military statement said four
_members of the armed forces had

been killed. But it did not mention |

civilian casualties and a security
official told The Associated Press
there were at least six fatalities. The

Geo news channel reported that 10 |

people had died.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Correction

[he news headlined "CID team off
to India to bring back 3 criminals”

Jiban Singh was recently arrested.

Jiban Singhisinfactstillontherun. |

We regret the mistake.

of consensus within political
parties, would not bring desired
qualitative changes in democracy
in the country

Political leaders and civil society
members expressed these views at
a roundtable on "Political Party
Reforms for Effective Democracy
in the capital yesterday

Some of them however said

roundtable organised by
Shushashoner Jonney Nagorik
(Shujan) at the Jatiya Press Club.

"It necessary, we the lawyers can
help draft the reforms to speed up
the process. The reform proposal of
the 14-party could also be incorpo-
rated in the reforms,” the eminent
jurist said.

Politics of corruption, extortion,

Shujan Chairman Prof Muzaffer
Ahmad said emergency rules
should be relaxed as soon as possi-
ble for expediting the reform pro-
cess.

Reforms are badly needed to
make sure political parties are
accountable and maintain intra-
party democracy. "Reforms on

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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Govt asks for reducing
spread between loan,
deposit interest rates

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

[he government yesterday asked
the central bank to take initiatives
so that commercial banks keep the
difference between deposit and

' loan interest rates within two-three

percent to boost investments and
reduce business costs.

The government also decided to
relax the interest waiver policy of
the state-owned banks to recover

' old and bad loans

"Free market economy does not

mean that one can do anything one
wishes. The central bank (Bangla-
desh Bank) should play the mediat-
ing role in such a situation,”
Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul Islam
said after a meeting with the top
brass of state-owned and private
commercial banks.

Sources said the finance adviser
in the meeting with bankers asked
to lower the interest rates on lend-
ing which will ultimately reduce
the difference between depositand
loan interestrates.

"The central bank has been
directed to start talks with the
banks immediately in this regard,”
asource said.

The finance adviser was talking
to the reporters after the meeting,
Bangladesh Bank Governor
Salehuddin Ahmed was also pres-
ent at the meeting held at the plan-
ning ministry.

Representatives of Bangladesh
Association of Banks (BAB), an

association of bank owners, and |

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

dies in city
road accident

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A young woman was killed and
three of her family members were
injured last night as the car they
were in overturned near Nabisco
crossing in Tejgaon area of the
capital.

The deceased was identified as
Ahona, 19, who had passed Higher
Secondary Certificate (HSC)

SEE PAGE 15 COL B

[Inventor of
Bangla computer
keyboard wins
legal battle

JASIM UDDIN KHAN

The inventor of the most popular
Bangla computer keyboard haswon a
long legal battle to protect his design
and software, with the government to
stop pirated Bangla language key-
boards from entering the country.
The move is being seen as a key
step in the protection of local intel-
lectual property rights in a country
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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PHOTO: PD

US Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for South and Central Asia Donald Camp calls on Chief Adviser Fakhruddin

Ahmed at his office yesterday.

POLICE ORDINANCE
Ministry asks police HQ
for further consultations

SHARIFUL ISLAM

Promulgation of the draft 'Bangla-
desh Police Ordinance 2007’
apparently hits a snag as the home
ministry has recently asked Police
Headquarters to consult stake-
holders on the draft at thana, dis-
trictand divisional level.

Top police officials smell aratin
the order and allege the directive is
given with an intention to lapse
time so thatit could not be promul-
gated during the caretaker govern-
ment rule. They also allege bureau-
crats are not in favour of privileges
the ordinance would provide the
police with.

Speaking anonymously, a top
police official expresses his suspi-
cion: “If it's not promulgated dur-
ing the caretaker rule, no other
government will do it." No laws are
promulgated in Bangladesh after
such a consultation with stake-
holders atthana, district and divi-
sional level, he adds.

The police high-ups say it will
take quite a long time to hold con-
sultations with stakeholders at all
630 thanas, 64 districts and six
divisions.

Once the draft ordinance is
enacted, there will be no absolute
authority of bureaucracy on the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Rejoinder,
our reply

Bangladesh Association of Medical
Institutes (BAMI) on Friday,
January 25, issued a rejoinder to a
report published in The Daily Star
on January 23, Wednesday titled
‘Institutions certifying medical
techniciansillegally.’

The statement signed by Dr MA
Bashed, chairman of BAMI, said
Bangladesh Medical and Dental
Council (BMDC) has no role in
medical technology education.
BMDC is the authorised organisa-
tion for MBBS doctors and higher
degree holders.

The State Medical Faculty is the
authority concerned for only medi-
cal technicians, not medical tech-
nologists. The State Medical
Faculty conducts different techni-
tian courses for three months, six_

SEE PAGE 2 COL S
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13 killed in fresh

Lanka bombings

in yesterday's issue inadvertently

Lanka 'winning war’ against

mentioned that Indian criminal |

Tamil Tigers: President

AFP, Colombo
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Thirteen people were killed in two

that a soldier was killed in a similar
bomb attack against a military
vehicle in the south.
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10t International Quality Convention GENEVA March 9-10, 2008
B.1.D.-21 YEARS OF QUALITY CULTURE RECOGNITION WORLDWIDE

CENTURY

A

T oo |
ATl NAL

77

0
AL BN
R A

Jose E. Prieto

AND

PRESIDENT AND CEO OF
BUSINESS INITIATIVE DIRECTIONS

Dayle L. Fickling
PRESIDENT AND CEO
OF IMARPRESS

Fe*bruary 5I — ll | roadside bombings in Sri Lanka The attacks, both blamed on the :'AWA RD take great pleasure In informing
!T Aza; : Jaﬁmolat Jr | F{aj,tt;r{:‘l;i'_g_.azjﬂlf ml(;jn?d'swpg:lfjegtf :Tamij Tilgvrﬁ._ ;flatme hours a:’;or a:; e e
B B RNSE  | inslec o wes winnbgifiBvar . Colombo's ssasiae Galle Face ANANDA SHIPYARD & SLIPWAYS LTD
B e Bomen it ihat it has been awarded the
Bl | his pasenges and wolniisk 7 In an address oo ehe nanan GOLD CATEGORY

Source: Islamic Foundation

others, the military said, adding

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Admi
Who can apply?

Undergraduate Program:
= SSC & HSC with a total GPA of 6

SSIONS

Spring 2008

East Delta University

EDU

GENEVA 2008

CENTURY INTERNATIONAL QUALITY ERA AWARD

INAL QUALITY CONVENTION

The Gala Dinner and Awards Ceremony will take place

at the Intercontinental Convention Hall in Geneva, Switzerland

= Adevel in two subjects with GPA of 2.0 & O-Level BBA and MBA
in five subjects with GPA of 2.5 or above BA and MA Economics R HOTEL INTERCONTINENTAL GENEVE (7-9 CHEMIN DU PETIT-SACONNEX, CH-1211 GENEVA 19)
Postgraduate Program: T o Agrabad,Chittagong DATE : MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2008, TIME : 18:30
u A relevant four / three year bachelor degree with R WU*“#T{ fdtr !r?eelega yu b“I {r;g:,- mare;

Atractive Scholarships

GPAof 2.5 (4.0 scale) / af least a second class

Placement Cell For Student

Internship / Employment

Emall: enquiry (@ eastdeita edu.bd
www.eastdelta.edu.bd

Generous Financial Aid

EDUCcCoMM/EDU/OSA

Loofirzg forward to year
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The B.I.D. award has appeared in previous years on Television and in various media facets on all confinents.
The event will be attended by members of the diplomatic corps and intemational businessmen, professionals in economy and the arts, members of the press, and experts in public relations and television.

RADISSON WATER GARDEN HOTEL DHAKA
CELEBRATING 2nd ANNIVERSARY

Enjoy, breathe deep,
Drink to the future,
But savor the past,
Sing an old song,

Say an old blessing.
Celebrate Excellence.

You are the reason behind our success.
Thank you for your continued support.

ImIIsmn Water Garden Hotel Dhaka, Airport Roau Dhaka Cantonrnent Dhaka 1206, Phone: + 880-2- 3?54555 Fax +aso-e 875&554
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