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Involve youths in policymaking to
make country corruption-iree

Speakers tell discussion

BSS, Dhaka

Speakers at a discussion in the city
vesterday underscored the need for
participation of youth in
policymaking with a view to mak-
ing Bangladesh a developed and
corruption-free country.

“In every democranc move-
ment since the great Language
Movement, the youth put their best
efforts to ensure establishment of
democratic government, but no
government or political party has
given any priority to the demands
of the youth,” they said.

They said this while speaking at
a discussion on ‘Tomorrow's
Leadership’ organised by the coun-
try's leading career website --
aimainlife.com -- at the National
Press Club.

With chief executive officer of
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Dr Reza Kibria speaks at a discussion at the National Press Club in the city
yesterday. On his left are Syed Marghub Murshed, Dr Monilal Aich and

NaimulIslam Khan.

aimainlife.com M Shoeb
Chowdhury in the chair, the dis-
cussion was moderated by former

secretary Syed Marghub Murshed.
Editor of the daily Amader
Sammoy Naimul Islam Khan, Dr

Reza Kibria, politcians, young
professionals, bureaucrats and
representatives from NGOs spoke
onthe occasion.

The speakers said the govern-
ment should immediately start a
'Youngster Hunting Progamme’ to
find out youths with leadership
quality and strong will power who
can contribute to the policymaking
process.

They said the country had wit-
nessed misuse of state power by a
section of politicians and bureaucrats
over decades. Now time has come to
change the scenario by empowering
capableyouths, theyadded.

The past governments had
taken a number of steps to bring
changes in the leadership by incor-
porating the youthsin the develop-
ment process, but no qualtative
changes took place.

Bomb attack on
Prof Arefin
Siddique's
house protested

DU CORRESPONDENT

leachers, officials and students
of mass communication and
journalism department of
Dhaka University (DU) yester-
day protested the bomb attack
on the residence of Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddique, former presi-
dent of DU Teachers'
Association (Duta).

They brought out a silent
procession on the campus and
held a brief rally in front of the
Arts Building.

Prof Harun-or-Rashid, dean
of social sciences faculty,
Chairman Prof Shaikh Abdus
Salam, Prof Akter Sultana,
\ssociate Professors Mafizur
tahman and Shamim Reza,
| ecturer Shamim Mahmud and
a good number of students of
mass communication and jour-
nalism department joined the
procession.

Addressing the rally Prof

“Salam said anumberoftéachers

are becoming victims of fre-
guent attacks by culprits, but
they are never identified.

He said culprits behind the
attacks should be brought to
book for the sake of security of
the teachers and students.

Prof Salam urged the govern-
ment to take initiative to find
out the culprits and try them.

The DU unit of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), stu-
dent wing of Awami League,
formed a human chain on the
campus protesting the attack
and demanding investigation
into 1t.

A crude bomb went off at the
residence of Prof Siddique at
the Central Road after unidenti-
fied men hurled two such
bombs into his residence com-
pound on Saturday evening.

Road accidents

STAR REPORT

At least five people were killed and
three others injured in separate road
accidents in Brahmanbaria,
Thenidah and Gaibandha yesterday.

Our correspondent from
Brahmanbaria adds: A school-
teacher was killed in a road accident
at Sadar Upazila in Brahmanbana
yesterday.

The dead was identified as Md
Sadat Hossain, 60, former assistant
headmaster of Brahmanabria
Annada Gévernment High School.

Quoting eyewitess police said
the accident occurred when he was
crossing the Brahmanbaria-Sylhet
highway at Shuhilpur village, a
speedy bus knocked him down and
crushed himon the road.

The bodywas sent to Sadar hospi-

tal forautopsy:

Our correspondent from
IThenidah reports: Three people were
killed in separate road accidents in
JThenidah yesterday.

Two people were killed in a road
accident at Chutlia Squire iIn
Jhenidah.

Quotng locals police said the
accident occurred when a poultry
carrying truck bound for Kaloroa in
Satkhira rammed a roadside tree
leaving the twodead in thespot. Atleast
500 poultrywere alsokilled onthespot.

The deceased were the driver and
helper of the truck. Their name could
not be known immediately.

In another accident, a motorcycle
passenger was killed in a road mis-
hap atShailkupa.

The victim was identfied as
Shishir, 22, son of Bimal of Chariarbill

111 five

village under Shailkupaupazila.

Police said the accident occurred
when a Kushtia-bound truck hit him
while he was returning home from
Kushtia on a motorbike leaving him
dead onthespot.

[he body was sent to Jhenidah
Sadar hospital morgue for autopsy.

Our correspondent from
Gaibandha adds: A woman was
killed and three others were injured
in a road accident on Sadullapur-
Maderganj Road in Gaibandha
yesterday.

The dead was identified as Razia
Sultana Lucky, 30, wife of Kabir
Hossain.

The accident occurred when a
rickshawvan carrying passengers fell
into a roadside ditch due to a dash of
a tractor trolley coming from oppo-
site direction leaving Lucky dead on
he spotand three otherinjured.
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minister Shah AMS Kibria. Kibria, a
veteran parliamentarian, who was
once a bureaucrat and a diplomat,

. was killed on January 27, 2005 in a

grenade attackin Habigan,.

Tofail demanded the government
allow the UN toinvestigate
the Kibria killing and the grenade
aftackcase.

"Among other things, issues

- including how a free, fair and

credible election could be held
without the influence of black

- money and muscle power and
- how the caretaker government

could hand over power to an

- elected government peacefully

| can be discussed at

the dia-
logue,” Tofail said.

T'he nation is going through a
critical ime and time is running

- out, he said adding that there is no
 alternative to holding the dia-

- logue.

- November 3,

At the discussion, Awami
League leaders said the killing of
Kibria was partofalong-term plot
of the BNP-Jamaat coalition to
annihilate the entire Awami
Leagueleadership.

Chaired by Awami League
Presidium Member Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury, the meet
demanded that the real killers
and patrons are brought to book
immediately and awarded stern
punishment.

Awami League Presidium
Member Amir Hossain Amu said
it was clear that the anti-
liberation forces were behind all
the killings including the intel-
lectuals on December 14, 1971,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on August 15, 1975,
four national leaders in jail on
1975, and the
August 2] massacre in 2004.

On the bomb attack on for-
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Teachers, students and employees of the Department of Mass Communication and Journalism take out a silent
procession on the Dhaka University campus yesterday protesting the bomb attack on the residence of Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddique.

AL demands

mer Dhaka University Teachers
Association president Prol
AAMS Arefin Siddique's home.
Amu demanded the attackers be
arrested and punished.

He also demanded release ol
detained party chief Sheikh
Hasina, Abdul Jalil, Sheikh
Selim, Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir, Obaidul Quader, ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury,
Mohammad Nasim, and othe
detained senior leaders.

Abdur Razzak said the BNP-
Jamaat coalition resorted to
political killings and grenade
attacks in its last tenure in a bid
to eliminate Awami League and
win the stalled January 22, 2007
election. He demanded bringing
the war criminals to justice.

Awami League leader
Suranjit Sengupta urged the
government to seek fresh charge
sheets against the real killers
and patrons of cases including
the grenade attack and Kibria
killing case.

Awami League leader Motia
Chowdhury said those who have
been nabbed in connection with
different killing cases and the
grenade attack case were related
to Jamaat-e-Islami.

Acting General Secretary
Syed Ashraful Islam said people
are questioning why the govern-
ment does not take proper ini-
tiatives to bring the killers of
Kibria and the people involved
in the grenade attack on AL rally
to justice when it can finish
trying the teachers and students
of Dhaka and Rajshahi universi
ties within ashorttime.

Awami League leaders
Mukul Bose, Abdul Mannan,
Sultan Mohammad Mansu
Ahmed, Col (retd) Faruk Khan,
Dr Abdur Razzak and Kibria's
son Reza Kibria also spoke ai
the discussion.
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Foreign language
courses to be
introduced
at'T'TCs

BSS, Dhaka

—— L&

LGRD and Cooperatives Adviser M
Anwarul Igbal yesterday said foreign
language courses side by side general
technical education would be intro-
duced in the Technical Training
Centers (1TCs).

[hese courses will be mainly on
English, Korean, Arabic and Japanese
to develop the language skill of the
workers, he said at a meeting at the
Ministry of Labour and
Employment.

Presided over by Anwarul, the
meeting also reviewed the progress
of activities of various development
projects, anofficial handoutsaid.

Anwarul said the language
courses would beintroduced initially
in suitable districts under six divi-
sions. Necessary guidelines have
already been given to the newly buillt
I'TC in Rangpur in this regard, he
added.

"A committee headed by the
secretary to the chief adviser has
been formed to submitareport.

I'he adviser also said measures
would be taken to sell nce and wheat
to the workers of tea gardens and
garment factories at fair prices
through the tea garden owners and
the BGMEA.

"Steps will also be taken to allo-
cate a required amount of money to
resolve the existing problems in the
TICs in Jhenidah and Keranigan)
and to ensure proper use of the wage
earners’ funds for the welfare ol
workers," the handoutsaid.

Documentary
film show on

adolescents
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

to?00pm.

A three-day documentary film
show and discussion styled 'Voices
of adolescents’ organised by Step
Towards Developmentwill begin at
Public Libraryin the city today, says
apressrelease.

Sultana Kamal, former adviser
to the caretaker government, will
attend the inaugural ceremony as
the chief guest while Swedish
Ambassador Brit F Hegstram and
Women and Children Affairs
Secretary Rokaya Sultana will be
presentasspecial guests.

Every day two documentary
films will be screeped from 4:00pm
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BJFCI formed
to protect
consumers’
rights

BSS, Dhaka

Bangladesh Journalists’ Forum for
Consumers and Investors (BJFCI)
was formed on Saturday in the city
with a view to establishing the
rights of consumers and protecting
the interest of small investorsin the
country.

BJFCI, a non-profit. organisa-
tion, was formed at a meeting of
journalists of the leading dailies,
news agencies and electronic
media at the National Press Club,
saysapressrelease.

The meeting unanimously
constituted a 15-member conven-
ing committee headed by senior
reporter of BSS Faruk Ahmed.

Other members of the commit-
tee are Ashraf Khan (Shamokal),
Kaikobad Milon (Ittefaqg), Al
Sanwar (Bangladesh Observer),
Abul Khair (Ittefag), Md Enamul
Haque (BSS), Belayet Hossain
(Dinkal), Shafiqul Alam Ratan (The
News Today), Shamim Siddique
(Ingilab), Anisur Rahman (The
Financial Express), Monjur

Covering their faces with black cloths, activists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League stage a demonstration on the Dhaka University campus yesterday

Parasitology
Society confce
Feb.7

BSS, Mymensingh

Bangladesh Society for Parasitology
(BSP) will hold its 9th Biennial
Conference on February 7 ail
10:30am at the Physiology Gallery o}
the Faculty of Veterinary Science ol

Bangladesh Agricultural University

(BAU).

Vice Chancellor Prof D1
Musharraf Hossain Mian will be the
chief guest while Dean of the Faculty
of Veterinary Science Professor Di
Md Akhtar Hossain will be the special
guestattheinaugural session.

BSP President Prof Dr
Hefazuddin Shaikh will chair the
opening session while Chairman ol
the Organising Committee Prof D
Mirza Abul Hashim will deliver the
address of welcome. Secretary ol
Organising Committee Prof Dr Md
Mokbul Hossain will give the vote ol
thanks.
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Innovation

PHOTO STAR | Mahmood (ntv), Md Eja) Hossain

(Ittefaq), Rozina Islam (Sangbad),
Shamim Zahedy (The Daily Star)
and Md JahangirAlam (BID).
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GNVERTER Saves up to 509" energy!

To save more energy, there is always ENVIO 12, the inverter air conditioner.
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-IOII BATTLES Airborne Dust!

Now you can breathe easier with ENVIO! This latest innovation from
Panasonic air conditioners detects dust automatically and traps the particles

electrically to give you fresher, cleaner air.

E-ion air Purifying System
with Patrol Sensor

How it cleans in 4 simple steps:

U 1. Scans to Detect Dust
JB 2. Shoots and Catches
\_Fh ~roae

3}/ 3. Charges and Deactivates
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Q"U') 4. Captures Electrically
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* FREE INSTALLATION

and

Tk.1500 Discount

with every purchase of the participating Panasonic
Airconditioner models and you may also

Win AIR TICKETS*

2 tickets - Dhaka-Hong Kong-Dhaka by DRAGONAIR
2 tickets - Dhaka-Kolkata-Dhaka
2 tickets - Dhaka-Cox's Bazar-Dhaka

7

To win the air tickets, fill up the lucky draw coupon at the time
of purchase and give one part of the coupon to the dealer and
retain the other part for your record, Visit the participating
dealers now!

*Offer valid from February 4th to February 29th , 2008.

M. K. ELECTRONICS (GULSHAN BRANCH): Hamid Tower, 24 Gulshan Avenue, Circle-2, Gulshan, Dhaka-1212. Tel: 9863108, 9894225, 9893109, 01911495000, 01712:714095, 01725-119279
M. K. ELECTRONICS (STADIUM BRANCH): 95, Bangabandhu National Stadium Market, Dhaka-1000. Tel: 9554232, 9570409, 9558487, 7160797. A. B. ELECTRONICS (DHANMONDI BRANCH): Road
No: 04, House No: 07, Mamtaz Plaza, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205. Tel: 9664331, SAYED ENTERPRISE: 34/B, Khilkhet Super Market, Khilkhet, Dhaka-1229. Tel 8920759. ). B. ELECTRONICS: Omoni Manson,
349/Ka (New), Kandirpar, Comilla. Tel: 01817-029983, 081-77143. A. B. C. ELECTRONICS: Latif Center (2nd Floor), Zindabazar, Sylhet. Tel: 0821-711600, 01199-603301,01711-812290. TITHI ENTERPRISE:
Puran Bazar Road, Main Road, Jaipurhat. ELECTRO BAZAR: 403 Latif Center, Zindabazar, Sylhet. Tel: 0449-5000456,01711-552543. FUTURE ELECTRONICS: Lauf center (4th Floor), Zindabazar, Sylhet. Tek:
0821-2831101,01727-363258. CLASS ONE ELECTRONICS: Airport Road, Dorga Gate, Sylhet. Tel:0821-716013. APOLLO TRADERS: 1810, S. K. Mujib Road Agrabad, Chittagong. Tet 01711 749672
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