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Iraqis bury dozens
of bombing victims

AP, Baghdad

Weeping relatives loaded simple
wood coffins atop minivans yester-
day in Baghdad as the city buried
dozens of victims of the deadliest
bombings since the US flooded the
capital with extra troops last spring.

Iraqi officials raised the death toll
of Friday's attacks to at least 99 --
including 62 people killed at the
central al-Ghazl market and 37
others killed about 20 minutes later
across town, at the New Baghdad
area pigeon market. The Iraqi
police, hospital and Interior
Ministry officials all spoke on cus-

‘tomary condition of anonymity.

At least 88 people were wounded
in al-Ghazl, and 56 others in the
second blast, they said.

Two mentally disabled women
strapped with remote-control explo-
sives and possibly used as unwitting
suicide bombers brought camage to
the two pet bazaars, in attacks Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki said sought
to "turn Baghdad back to the pre-
surge period.”

The American troop buildup
brought some 30,000 reinforcements
to the Iraqi capital and its surround-
ing belts, helping reduce violence
dramatically Friday's pet market
bombings were the city's largest
artacks since the buildup began.

“These two suicide vest attacks
represent the worst of human
nature,” said Maj. Gen. Jeffrey
Hammond, the top U.S. commander
in Baghdad. He said American forces
would continue their targeted opera-
tions that have succeeded in
decreasing attacks.

“We will not give back any terrain
here in Baghdad," he told reporters at
aU .S patrol base south of the capital.

Onlookers gathered at the New
Baghdad pigeon market Saturday,

peering through twisted metal into
the remains of stalls and
shops. Vendors sifted through ruined
wares. One man held up a tattered
piece of clothing, ripped apart by
Friday's blast or in the frenzied panic
thatfollowed.

"Every place in Baghdad is

to terrorist attacks,” said
survivor Badir Sami, 42. "I demand
tighter security measures at popular
markets like this, where many people
gatherespeciallyon Fridays.”

Another pigeon dealer, Ali
Mansour, said he was packing up his
shop after surviving three attacks in
theal-Ghazl market.

"This is the third time I have
escaped death, by a miracle,” the 26-

-year-old said. "So I have decided to
stop working here. Fromnowon [ will
stay at my second shop in
Habibiyah," Mansour said.
Habibiyah is another predominantly
Shiite area, near Sadr City.

Meanwhile, Iraqi forces raided
two villages north of the capital on
Saturday, killing seven suspected
militants and arresting four others,
police said. The U.S. military also
said its forces killed one suspected
militant and detained 13 in two days
of raids across northern and central

Iraq.

Near Samarra, Iraqi police killed
four men and captured a senior aide
to an al-Qaida in Iraq leader, police
said.

And near Tal Afar, Iraqi comman-
dos killed three wanted men and
arrested three others, said Brig. Gen.
[brahim al-Jibouri, commander of
Tal Afar police. Among those cap-
tured was a tur al-Qaida in Iraq
figure, accused of organizing militant
operations in the western area of
Mosul, al-Jibouri said. |

Mosul Iraq's third-largest city
has become the next likely show-
down with Sunni insurgents, who
have shifted to northem Iraq to

US.-led offensives in and
around Baghdad and in Diyala prov-
ince, northeast of the capital. Al-
Qaida in Iraq is believed to have a
strong presence in Mosul. :

Iraqi police and military units
have been dispatched to the Mosul
area, and al-Maliki has suggested
they are gathering for a "decisive”
attack on militants. The Iragi prime
minister arrived in Mosul on
Saturday to meet with field com-
manders, his adviser Yassin Majeed
said.

US. commanders in northemn
[raq have said the batte to oust al-
Qaida in Iraq from its last urban
stronghold will not be a swift strike as
al-Maliki suggested, butmmmer a

inding campaign that will require
ﬁﬁrepuwer from both the
Pentagon and I[raqi allies.

Committee formed
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demanding abolition of the quota

system in which recruitment to 55
percent postsisnotbased on merit.

They will form a human chain in
front of Aparajeyo Bangla on the
campus and submit memorandums
to the president, chief adviser, army
chief, PSC chairman and establish-
ment secretary today to press home
theirdemand.

Following the committee report,
the PSC will discuss it with experts,
top officials of the caretaker govern-
ment, students and journalists, PSC
sources said.

The committee will get World
Bank assistanceinits operation.

Meanwhile, leaders of Fair BCS
Movement at a press conference
yesterday at DU Journalists
Association office urged the govern-
ment to abolish quota system imme-
diately.

Bangladesh Chhatra Union
demanded steps for curtailing or
reforming the existing non-merit
qﬁota_ 'O A

But Bangladesh Chhatra League
demanded retaining the present
quotasystem.

Forty-five percent of public ser-
vants are selected on the basis of
merit in the existing system. And the
others -- both for cadre and non-
cadre jobs -- include 30 percent from
the quota for freedom fighters or
their offspring, 10 percent from
women's quota, 10 percent from that
for residents of certain districts and
five percent from the quota for indig-
enous people.

Sector commanders
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against the birth of a nation and
state. The government should
lodge the cases and carry through
the trial itself, they said.

They urged the Election
Commission not to register anti-
liberation war forces and religion-
based organisations as political
parties and called for preparing a
list of collaborators.

The Sector Commanders
Forum, as part of its nationwide
campaign for the trial of war crimi-
nals, organised the convention
yesterday morning at Barisal
Auditorium. Sheikh Qutubuddin,
convener of Barisal district com-
mand of Muktijoddha Sangsad,
presided over the meeting and the
programme. AMG Kabir Bhulu,
member secretary of Barisal
Muktijoddha Sangsad, gave the
inaugural speech.

Rashed Khan Menon, president
of Workers Party, said like the time
of the Liberation War the entire
nation is now uniting for the trial of
war criminals.

He said, "The present caretaker
government is directing reforms in
political parties and various state
organs... then why not start the

» trial of warcriminals?”

Air Vice-marshal (retd) AK
Khandaker Bir Uttam, deputy
commander in chief of the
Liberation War, said if the war
criminals were brought to justice,
corruption would not have spread
all over the country since corrup-
tion increases if there is no legal
action against the criminals.

He urged the freedom fighters to
unite and organise the movement
for trial of the war criminals.

Sector Commander Maj

Gen

(retd) KM Safiullah Bir Uttam said
governments that were formed
after the assassination of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman forgave the war criminals
as the Bangabandhu passed the
Collaboration Act on January 12,
1972 and started trial of war crimi-
nals.

However, the International
Crime Act, 1973 is enough to try
war criminals, he said.

"If any party does not included
trial of war criminals issue in their
election manifesto then we can
oppose the party,” he said.

Lt Gen (retd) Harunur Rashid
Chowdhury Bir Pratik, former
commander in chief of Bangladesh
Army, said, "Our nation is commit-
ted, liable and accountable to the
great sacrifices made by the three
million martyrs of Liberation War."

"It is a matter of disgrace that
while trials of war criminals are
now going on in 31 member coun-
tries of the United Nations, in
Bangladesh we have to organise a
movement for trial of war crimi-
nals,” he said.

This movement must not be
made an excuse for or a conspiracy
todelaytheelections, he said.

Maj Gen (retd) CR Dutta called
for restoration of the non-
communal constitution of 1972
and said vested quarters often used
and changed the constitution to
serve their interest and it should be
resisted.

Maj Gen (retd) Masudur
Rahman Bir Pratik, Colonel Abu
Osman Chowdhury, sector com-
mander of the Liberation War,
freedom fighter major (retd)
Ziauddin, Mahbbuddin Ahmed Bir
Bikram, freedom fighter captain
Sarwar Ali, former AL lawmaker
ASM Firoz, former AL lawmaker
and minister KM Jahangir, former
Chhatra League president Habiur
Rahman Khan, Afzal Hossain,
Sharfuddin Ahmed Santu, advo-
cate Hiron Kumar Das Mithu of
Gano Forum, Abdul Hye Mahbub
of JSD, AK Azad of CPB, Rabeya
Begum of Mahila Parishad, Prof
Abdus Sattar of Workers Party,
Himangshu Kumar Das Nathu of
Awami League, Captain Abdul Hugq
Bir Bikram, Anwar Hossain
Manowar, MA Mannan, Fazlul
Kader Maznu, Manosh Dutta, Syed
Shamsul Alam, freedom fighters
representing Barisal, Barguna,

Pirojpur, Bhola, Patuakhali and
Jhalakati districts also spoke on the
occasion.

The Sector Commanders Forum
would hold a grand convention of
freedom fighters and pro-
liberation forces in Dhaka on
March 15 to press home their
demand. They also demand imme-
diate formation of an international
investigation committee to bring
the war criminals to justice and try
::h:. criminals under a special tribu-

Plaintiff
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paying instalments as per the agree-
ment.

Investigation officer of the case
Sub-inspector Ezaz Shafi told The
Daily Star they have started gather-
ing evidence and would soon start
operation to arrest Tajul.

The complainant mentioned in
the case that Tajul took a loan of over
Tk 1.4 crore on March 14 in 2003
from BFIC and purchased two
vehicles--aBMWat Tk 64 lakhand a
Honda Civic at Tk 28.5 lakh.

The case statement says BFIC
was the legal owner of the vehicles
as both the vehicles were registered
in its name. Tajul was supposed to
pay the loan with interest in instal-
ments in 36 months. But he paid the
instalment of February 2007 in June
and since then he did not pay any
instalment.

The complainant also men-
tioned that Tajul did not pay heed to
pay instalments though his com-
pany informed him. Rather, he sold
outone of the two vehiclesinabid to
embezzleit.

He told The Daily Star though
Tajul was supposed to pay back Tk
1.35 crore, he has so far paid only Tk
41 lakh.

Police said one of the two vehi-
cles was recovered from Buet quar-
ters on the campus on January 11
and a general diary was lodged in
this connection.

Chairman of Westmont Power
Company, Tajul has become a
known figure after he filed the extor-
tion case against Hasina with
Tejgaon Police Station on April 9 last

year.

Biman flight delay
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The other flight, Jeddah-bound BG
037, supposed to depart at 9:00pm
on Friday with 107 passéngers, is
still in limbo as it was rescheduled
two times due to non-availability of
aircraft.

Till filing of this report at 4:30pm
yesterday, the passengers of BG 037
had to endure agonising shuttling
back and forth between their hotels
and the airport as the flight was first
rescheduled for 8:45am and later
for 1:00pm yesterday.

The flight might depart
Chittagong some time around
midnight yesterday, said sources at
the airport.

Bazlur Kabir Solaimani, assis-
tant station manager of Biman,
told reporters, "We have been
facing recurring flight disruptions
due to prohlematic old aircraft and
aircraftshortage.”

Flight schedule of the national
flag carrier from Chittagong to
different cities, especially to the
cities in the Middle East, has been
riddled with frequent disruptions
in recent times.

Earlier on January 29, flight
disruptions of Biman caused 250
Abu Dhabi-bound passengerstobe
stranded in Chittagong for nearly
two days. Prior to that, over 500
Dubai and Jeddah bound passen-
gers were stuck for 21 hours at the
airport for the same reason.

21 EU MPs
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The signatories to the statement
include Michael Gahler (Ger-
many), member of the Sub-
Committee on Human Rights and
vice-chairman of the committee
on Foreign Affairs, Johan Van Parke
(Belgium), Dr Charles Pannock
(UK), Eija-Rika Konhola (Finland),
Baroness Sarah Lubford (UK),
Sajjad M Karim (UK), Ignasi
Guardans Cambo (Spain), Dan
Mulder (Netherlands), Toina
Manders (Netherlands), Irena
Belochorske (Slovakia), Therry
Cornillet (France), Luisa
Morgantini (Italy) and Maroo
Cappato (Italy).

They said the Bangladesh care-
taker government has declared to
have taken several measures to
fight corruption, restore law and
order and reform institutions.

However, they noted recent
reports on "systematic oppression
and implication of party leaders
under the Emergency Rules have
caused serious concern.”

"We have learnt that the human
rights situation in Bangladesh is
deteriorating day by day. We
believe the government can make
progress through negotiations and
dialogue with all the political
actors,” they observed.

They said, "Furthermore, we are
faced with alarming reports on the
physical condition of former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina, who has
been in jail for several months,
even though she is advised by
specialists to get medical treat-
ment aboard. We, therefore,
emphasise the need for additional
measures to address shortcomings
in the implementation of justice.”

Election officer
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Kutub Uddin, 48, and M Mahbub,
30.

Acting on a tip off, members of
Rab-5 raided Banshbaria area and
arrested them while they were
selling cocaine atabout 10:00pm.

They seized the cocaine worth
around Tk 80 lakh from them, said
Rabin apress release.

Sources said the arrestees pro-
vided the law enforcers with
important information about drug
smugglersinthe area.

Meanwhile, Rab members
arrested Saiful Islam, 52, with 9500
kgs of cannabis at Mohipur of
Rangpur and Enamul Haque, 32,
with 1750s kg of cannabis at
Kalupara in Naogaon yesterday.

EC trails behind
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The EC has also failed to deliver on

its promises on some issues
because of shifting its stances. At
the end of last year it said on several
occasions that it would ask the
government in January to lift the
state of emergency at divisional
headquarters for holding the due
polls to five city corporations.

But the commission is yet to
make any such move. It now wants
to hold the polls in April-May.

The commission has not also
decided yet when it will ask the
government to lift the state of
emergency. It now says it will ask
the government either to lift or
relax the state of emergency one
and a half months before holding
the city corporations polls.

The present EC, which was
reconstituted on last February 4
under the leadership of Shamsul
Huda, initiated massive tasks for
electoral reforms,

On April 5 last year, the EC
announced that no polls would be
held in the next 18 months since it
is the minimum required
timeframe for preparing the voter
list with photographs and comple-
tion of other preparations.

On July 16, it said it would begin
holding due polls to the local gov-
ernment bodies from January this
year, but elections to a large num-
ber of local government bodies
have remained due.

It seemed that the ECdid not get
required assistance on some issues
from the caretaker government in
the last one year although the
government is constitutionally
bound to extend all-out support to
the EC forits functioning,

CEC Huda met the then law
adviser on April 4 and asked the
government to lift the restrictions
on indoor politics so that the EC
can hold talks on the proposed
electoral reforms with the political
parties.

At a press conference on April 5,
Huda disclosed a set of proposals
for electoral reforms with the hope
that the government would soon
create an atmosphere for the talks.
The government, however, did not
respond to the call.

As a result, the EC could not
complete the tasks for electoral law
reforms within August last year as
perits promises.

The government finally relaxed
the restrictions on indoor politics
only in the capital from September
10. But, the commission could not
complete the talks with “parties
within November because of com-
plexities that arose overinviting the
BNP to the talks.

The issue ultimately drove the
reconstituted EC into controversy
for the first time and its neutrality
was questioned.

As of yesterday, it was not clear
when the EC will be able to hold
talks with the BNP and take next
steps on the electoral reforms.

The CEC himself is now saying it
would be done by March.

Before announcing the
roadmap, the EC had held talks
only with civil society personalities
and the media.

Meanwhile, the political parties
cannot also begin their internal
reforms as they are waiting for the
completion of the electoral law
reforms, which would guide the
parties in amending their constitu-
tions to register with the EC by

June.

However, the EC successfully
began the field level task for pre-
paring the voter list with photo-
graphs from August last year. A
total 3.07 crore voters have been
registered in the electoral rolls as of
January 29.

According to the EC roadmap,
the remaining task of registering
around six crore voters will have to
be completed by June this year.

The EC also did not begin the
tasks for printing, posting and
correcting the draft voter list which
were supposed to have begun in
last October, two months after the
field level tasks had begun.

According to the roadmap, the
printing and distribution of the
final voter list will have to be done
in between August and October
this year so that the elections could
be held by the end of this year.

Another significant component
of the electoral roadmap is demar-
cation of the electoral constituen-
cies to bring balance among parlia-
mentary seats on the basis of num-
ber of voters. The EC announced its
plan last month for delimiting the
parliamentary seats and the tasks
are supposed to be done by this
June.

The most significant compo-
nents of the roadmap are holding
polls to different local government
bodies and announcing the sched-
ule for the parliamentary elections.

The EC had announced that it
would start holding the local gov-
ernment elections from January in
areas where the voter listing has
beendone.

It had announced the polls to
Rajshahi City Corporation to be
held in January. The tasks for pre-
paring the voter list started here
last August. But the EC later shifted
its stance, saying it wanted to hold
the due polls to five city corpora-
tions in Dhaka, Rajshahi, Khulna,
Barisal and Sylhet in April-May.

Polls to around 50 municipali-
ties have also been due by this time.

Moreover, polls to over 4,000
union parishads have now become
due as their tenures started expir-
ing from this January. All the ten-
ures will expire by March and as per
the laws, elections to these local
government bodies have to be held
within 180 days before their ten-
ures expire.

But, the EC is now saying it will
not think about the "massive" task
of holding the due polls to union
parishads as it may hamper its

main responsibility of holding the

parliamentary polls.

As per the roadmap, the long
due polls to upazila parishads are
supposed to be held in between
November and December this year.

Legal and institutional reforms
were supposed to have been com-
pleted last year while major issues
like separation of the EC
Secretariat and formulating rules
for recruiting its staffs are yet to be
completed.

In a significant move, the care-
taker government has recently
approved a proposal to return to
the EC the power of announcing
the schedule of upazila parishad
polls.

The government has also
approved proposals to free the EC
Secretanat from the control of the
Prime Minister's Office, now the
office of the chiefadviser, inabid to
strengthen the EC.

25,000 chickens
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Local Veterinary Hospital sources
said two officials of the hospital
examined the samples

of some dead chickens of the
poultry farm belonging to M Abu
Hossain of Thanapara area on
Friday night and detected avian
influenza.

Later, the livestock officials with
the help of the law enforcers con-
ducted a drive on 208 homesteads
of the area in the early hours yester-
day.

During the drive, some 762
chickens, 524 pigeons and 316
ducks were culled then buried,

Meanwhile, Jhenidah district
administration yesterday decided
to cull some 7,000 chickens at
Shailakupa upazila headquarters
after detection ofavian influenza.
CCCALLAYS FEAR
OUR correspondent from
Chittagong reported that
Chittagong City Corporation (CCC)
yesterday allayed people's fears by
beginning anti-viral spray at differ-
ent kitchen markets around the
city after the bird flu virus was
foundinadead crowinthecity.

The district administration has
meanwhile urged all concerned to
not panic, as there have been no

reported cases of bird flu, also -

known as avian flu, infection at any
p:i:l’try farm in the city or its out-
skirts.

In an emergency meeting the
administration chalked up precau-
tionary programme steps to con-
tain he spread of the disease.

The administration has taken
up different precautions in the face
of the situation. It has set up check-
points at the two entry points to the
district -- Shubhapur Bridge at Feni
and Mirsarai Police Station area --
to check entry of infected birds into
the area.

Two control rooms have also
been opened at the CCC Damapara
office and DC office.

"Vircon" anti-viral was sprayed
in various poultry shops in kitchen
markets in 41 wards under the city
yesterday, while more markets will
be covered today.

CCC Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) AKM Khairul Alam, District
Livestock Officer Abdul Mannan,
Civil Surgeon Md Jalal Uddin and
other senior government officials
were present at the meeting with
DCAshraf Shamim in the chair.

Zillur asks govt
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cyclone, our party chief Sheikh
Hasina had directed us to stand by
the victims. Then we formed a
committee to send relief materials
to the affected people. Our party
leaders and workers both at home
and abroad have come forward in
aid of the Sidr victims," Zillur said.

AL Relief Committee Chairman
Abdur Razzak presented various
statistics on cash and other relief
materials.

Razzak informed the journalists
that a total of Tk 1,78,61,170 was
deposited in the relief fund until
January 31and the whole amount
has been distributed as aid among
the Sidr victims of 10 districts. A big
amount was also spent on agri-
rehabilitation programmes in the
cyclone-hitareas, Razzak added.

He said medicines were also
provided for thousands of people
under the supervision of the relief
committee.

Razzak said AL stood by the
people during any kind of disaster
and will continue its efforts to
establish peace in society and
ensure welfare of the people in the
future too.

AL presidium members Motia
Chowdhury, Suranjit Sengupta,
Tofail Ahmed, Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury and Acting General
Secretary Syed Ashraf Hossain were
presentat the press conference.

Govt unveils plans
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would continue the works taken by

the present government, he hoped
that the future government would
continue the good works initiated
by this government.

Giving details of the meeting,
the chief adviser informed that a
committee, headed by Education
and Commerce Adviser Hossain
Zillur Rahman, has been formed
for taking quick and coordinated
steps for multidimensional solu-
tions to Monga problem. "Involv-
ing all concerned, this committee
will formulate an effective strat-
egy," headded.

He said his secretary has been
entrusted with the responsibility to
create skilled manpower by coordi-
nating training programmes initi-
ated by different ministries.

Asked when a full-fledged uni-
versity would be set up in Rangpur,
the chief adviser said it's a time-
consuming matter but the direc-
tive has been given to undertake a
projectin this regard.

He said proposals have been
received from Bangladeshi expatri-
ates to operate services in Syedpur,
Ishwardi and Takurgaon airports.
"Subject to implementation of the
proposal, these airports will be
activated,” he said.

Under the development
programme, the chief advisser said
Begum Rokeya Memorial Centre
has been brought under the
Ministry of Women and Children
Affairs.

Huji carried out
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meeting, had escaped unhurt.

The CID official said Mufti
Hannan admitted that he supplied
grenades to his followers for carry-
ing out the attack on the Sylhet city
mayor.

On completion of their three-
day remand, Mufti Hannan and Ovi
were produced before the court
thatsent them to jail yesterday.

Bombs hurled
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The former Duta president told

Daily Star that one bomb exploded
with a loud bang on his porch at
around 7:25 pm. The unexploded
bomb was discovered inside his
compound, near the entrance to
his house.

Prof Arefin said that he has no
ideawho could have carried out the
malicious attack.

Dheka University teachers have:
Prof

condemned the incident.
Muhammad Akhtaruzzaman,
former general secretary of Duta,
said a "certain” quarter might have
carried out the attack.

“The incident comes at a time
when the DU campus situation
appears to have become stable
after months of tension. Those who
carried out the attack might have
wanted to destabilise the situation
again,” he said.

He requested the government to
lookinto the matterimmediately.

Meanwhile teachers and stu-

dents of the DU department of

mass communications will bring
out a silent procession on the
campus to protest the attack on Dr
Arefin's house at 11 in the morning
today.

Prof Arefin has been the target of

frequent violence and threats in
the past. He received repeated
death threats from unidentified
men after the BNP-Jamaat alliance
assumed power while Arefin was
president of Duta. He served as
Duta president for three consecu-
tive terms.

On September 9 of 2004, cadres
of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JGD)
allegedly ransacked his office at the
DU. A probe was ordered into the
incident at the time, but the com-
mittee never submitted a reporton
their findings.

Gas supply
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Titas Gas Transmission and
Distribution Company and
Bakhrabad Gas Company are
jointly conducting the repair work
on the gas transmission line.

Titas gas officials said Dhaka
city gets gas supply from four trans-
mission sources: Demra,
Joydevpur, Ashulia and Elenga.

Titas Managing Director M
Abullah told the UNB that they are
trying to arrange alternative sys-
tem to keep the supply normal in
the city.

"Since this is a major repair
work, so we have already alerted
people about the non-supply of gas
for48 hours," he said.

Prime suspect’s
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Rab at the time detained Shiplu's
father Abul Hossain, a handicraft
businessman, and searched his
shop at DCC Market in Gulshan,
but failed to arrest the son. Hossain
visited India dozens of times.

The Indian request to arrest and
send Singh back to India came as
Bangladesh is pushing for the
handover of three top criminals --
Tanveerul Islam Joy, Sanjidul Islam
Emon and Harisuddin Harres alias
Hasan, now in the custody of West
Bengal police.

CID official Aref said they will
put Shiplu on thorough interroga-
tion during the remand to know
about the location of Jibon Singh
and the stolen medal.

Carjackers thrive
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CNG run auto-rickshaws, and

motorcycles were either hijacked
or stolen, police said.

During the same period a DB
team recovered 77 stolen vehicles
including motorcycles while police
recovered another 50,

TOP BOSSES SKIMTHE CREAM
Expensive cars like Toyota Allion,
Toyota Premio E Corolla G, and
Corolla X are the favourite targets
of the carjackers. They wander on
city roads mainly in taxi cabs in
search of targets and as opportu-
nity comes they hijack the cars
from the drivers, sometimes at
gunpoint. The hijackers do not
even hesitate to kill the drivers if
they pose any threat.

For hijacking an expensive car, a
team of street level carjacking unit
comprised of five to six members
gets only Tk 75,000 to Tk 1,00,000
from their immediate boss, mean-
ing Tk 15,000 to Tk 20,000 for each
of the team members, while the
supervisor gets Tk 50,000 to Tk
1,00,000 a car.

"We hand over the hijacked cars
to top leaders of the syndicate as
quickly as possible in fear of police
actions to follow,” Shamim, who
runs a street level gang of
carjackers, told The Daily Star.
Police detectives arrested him a few
days ago.

Minutes after snatching a car or
microbus, the carjackers call their
supervisor over mobile phones and
the boss then start contacting his
bosses, who finally take the stolen
vehicle into his custody.

After preparing documents for a
stolen car, the gang leaders sell a
Premio F for Tk 12 lakh to Tk 15
lakh, while a stolen Corolla G,
Corolla X, or an Allion is sold for Tk
10 lakh to Tk 12 lakh, said the DB
officials. The carjackers approach
potential buyers offering prices
much lesser than market prices
saying they are selling the car due
to theirurgent need for money.

When the buyers cross check
the documents with BRTA they
usually find them to be genuine
and they buy the cars, the DB offi-
cials added.

"Once the papers are ready with
a new registration number for a
stolen car, itis almostimpossible to
detect that the car is a hijacked
one," said atop DB official.

He said only in cases when they
get specific information, they may
detectsuchastolen car.

HOWTHE PAPERS AREMADE
Afewdays into hijacking or stealing
a car or a microbus, the carjackers
first take it to a specific auto work-
shop where mechanics erase one
or two digits of the chassis and
engine numbers, and engrave
different digits in place of the origi-
nal ones.

Investigations revealed that
only two to three persons in the city
have the expertise to do the job
flawlessly. It is done so perfectly
that BRTA inspectors or traffic
sergeants also can hardly detectthe
forgery.

Then other members of the
gang, who maintain an unholy
nexus with a section of corrupt
BRTA employees, collect photo-
copies of original documents of the
stolen vehicle from the authority.

The thieves then forge letters of
credit, customs invoices, bills of
entry, customs clearance certifi-
cates and importers’ documents
relating to the stolen vehicle. They
also collect showroom documents
from a section of car showrooms,
with whom also they maintain
good relations.

They then forge all necessary
signatures and seals of officials
concerned onthe papers and apply
forregistrationto BRTA.

According to the rules, BRTA
officials send the submitted forged

Chadian rebels
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rising from near the presidential
palace.

The rebels, in olive-green battle-
dress and white armbands, were
roaring around in camouflaged
Rick—up trucks, witnesses said, and

ad been welcomed with joy in
some districts.

Witnesses also said the main
prison in Ndjamena had been
stormed and inmates released,
while security sources reported
some looting had taken place,

Clashes had begun around 20
kilometres (12 miles) north of the
capital, rebels and military sources
said, while a French army source
later said around 2,000 rebels were
engaged in fierce battles with gov-
ernment troops in the city.

In Paris, French Defence
Minister Herve Morin said rebels
were closing in on the presidential
palace.

A rebel column of some 300
trucks had swept 800 kilometres
(500 miles) since Monday from
bases in Sudan.

Almost the only resistance from
government forces came on Friday
near Massaguet, 50 kilometres (35
miles) from the capital, where army
chief of staff Daoud Soumain was
killed, a military source said.

French troops based in Chad
were guarding foreiﬁn residents
grouped in several locations in
Ndjamena pending their evacua-
tion.

Morin said a military Airbus was
flying to Ndjamena Saturday to fly
out the expatriates, who include
more than 1,000 French citizens.

Rebel leader Abakar Tollimi told
AFP his forces would respect inter-
national rules on the protection of
foreigners.

documents to the customs,
National Board of Revenue and to
other authorities concerned for
counter checking, but the hands of
the carjackers reach so far that
before those documents could
even reach the authorities for
counter checking they are hijacked
on the way by the carjackers and
brought back to BRTA, completely
furnished with proper clearances
from those authorities.

Police said one of the most
infamous carjacking gang leaders,
Dada Firoz, is a master of forging
documents. Firoz is dubbed 'dada’
by his fellow gang members with
reverence for his expertise. Police
officials said although he has a
master's degree, he prefers the
illegal profession.

BRTA OFFICIALS, EMPLOYEES
UNDER SURVEILLANCE

Recently, police detectives found at
least 14 officials and employees of
BRTA who are involved in
carjacking syndicates. They workin
the Mirpur office and in Ikuria,
Keranigan) office of the agency.

The detectives came to know
about the involvement of the BRTA
staff after they had arrested ring-
leaders of several carjacking gangs
last year and had started a through
investigation of the gangs' activi-
ties.

DB officials said some BRTA
officials and employees have long
been involved in illegal activities in
exchange for large sums of money.
Their activities however are now
under surveillance.

The officials also said soon a
drive will be launched to arrest the
corrupt staff of BRTA after cases are
filed against them.

The detectives said the number
of carjacking incidents will drop
significantly if dishonest BRTA
officials and employees are
broughtto book

Police investigations also
revealed that after having new
registrations, some stolen cars are
even sold at some legitimate car
showrooms.

Saifur falls sick
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On Friday, acting office secretary
Rizvi Ahmed met Saifur Rahman to
discuss how to go about reconcilia-
tion. Delwar sent Rizvi to Saifur in
response to the former finance
minister's proposal for discussion
on how to settle the disputes.

Meanwhile, leaders loyal to the
former prime minister yesterday
met to discuss the latest develop-
ments. They talked about Khaleda
Zia's endorsing that the committee
led by Delwarisindeed hers.

The detained BNP chief com-
municated the message through
her lawyer Mahbub Uddin Khokon
Friday.

According to the lawyer, she has
called on everyone to work for the
unity and said the party must stay
united for the sake of the country,
its independence and sovereignty.

Sources said the BNP secretary
general has talked to Khokon and
criticised him for not having his
permission before going public
with Khaleda's views.

Bus bombing
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treated at Dambulla hospital while

26 had been transferred to two
better-equipped faciliies in the
region, the spokesman said. No
foreigners were among the casual-
tes.

The privately owned bus was
taking Buddhist pilgrims from the
central town of Kandy to north
central Anuradhapura town. Police
cordoned off the blast site and an
investigation was underway, a
police officer said by telephone.

Initial reports suggested the
blast originated inside the bus
when it was parked at the station --
a key transit point for people travel-
lingin the region, he said.

Dambulla is a historic town
known for a Buddhist rock temple
as well as an upmarket tourist
resort with boutique hotels.

Tamil Tiger rebels set off a pow-
erful suicide truck bomb in the
same area in October 2006, killing
at least 116 navy sailors heading
home on leave.

Police increased already tight
security in the capital Saturday and
carried out an intensive search
along the main road to the island's
international airport and found
two “suicide jackets,” which are
usually worn by LTTE bombers.

A government minister was
killed on the same highway last
month when rebels set off a road-
side bomb.

There have been a string of
bomb attacks this year. On Friday, a
suicide bomber on a bicycle killed
four people in northern Jaffna
peninsula, an attack the military
blamed on theTigers.

They were also blamed for
bombingabusin theisland's south
last month, killing 27 passengers,
and later killing another 10 civil-
jans in a separate attack in the
same area.

The Tigers accused the military
of bombing a school bus inside
rebel-held territory last month,
killing 18 people, including 11
children.

The Tamil Tigers have been
fighting for a separate Tamil home-
land since 1972 in a conflict that
has left tens of thousands dead.



