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Fourth private airline

takes oft

Aviana Airways launches operations on
Dhaka-Ctg, Dhaka-Sylhet routes

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The country’s fourth private airline
Avian Airways yesterday launched
its operation on domestic routes,
offering low fares with an aim to
generate new passengers.

The Aviana Airways initially
operates flights on Dhaka-
Chittagong and Dhaka-Sylhet
routes under the brand name of

Royal Bengal.

“Our aim is to provide service
for our passengers. We hope to
attract reasonable number of
passengers in our flights,” said
Shahidul Islam, chairman of
Aviana Airways, at a function at the
domestic lounge at Zia

International Airport.

The airline, offering lowest fare
in domestic market, charges Tk
3,520 and Tk 3,295 for one-way
tickets to Dhaka-Chittagong and

Dhaka-Sylhet routes.

Aviana Airways will operate

three flights aday.

Some analysts have warned that
the present level of competition is
not sustainable considering the size
of the market. However, others
hoped cheaper fares would encour-
age many more people tofly.

Aviana Airways Chairman Shahidul Islam and

Leader (retd) Syed Habibur Rahman,

ceremony of the local airline at ZiaInte

“We want to ensure a steady and
successful business growth by
meeting the aviation demands in
the region,” said Aviana Airways
Managing Director Squadron
Leader (retd) Syed Habibur
Rahman.

Aviana Airways is the fourth
private airline to compete with the
national flag carrier Biman
Bangladesh Airlines. The others are
GMG Airlines, United Airways and
Best Aviation. All five will now be

among othe

PHOTO STAR
Managing Director Squadron
rs, are seen at the launching
rnational Airportin Dhaka yesterday.

competing on the two most popu-
lar routes in terms of price and

services.

“Air traffic is growing about 8.0
percent a year on an average,”
Habibur said, “Most of the carriers
operating in the domestic routes
usually now receive 65 percent
passengers a day compared with

their total seat capacity.”

“We want to start our interna-
tional flights within six months,”

the Aviana MD said.

Shahjaial Islami Bank Managing Director Muhamm
after signing an agreemen
investment facility of Tk 8 crore to ENA Properties
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PHOTO: SHAHJALAL ISLAMI BANK

ad Ali and Managing Director of ENA Properties Md Enamul Haque

t Wednesday in Dhaka. Under the deal, the bank will extend an
for constructing flats. Other officials were also present.

World airline
industry faces
tough 2008

Says IATA

AFP, Geneva

Global air traffic, which sparkled
last year, is set to slow in 2008
amid rising prices and economic
uncertainty after a sharp decline
in December, the International
Air Transport Association (IATA)
said on Thursday.

December passenger traffic
demand rose by 6.7 percent,
down from 9.3 percent in
November, IATA said in a state-
ment.

"The slower growth for pas-
senger demand in December
sets the trend for the coming
months," IATA chief executive
officer Giovanni Bisignani said.

"Qil prices are higher than
ever. Economic uncertainty
accompanying the US credit
crunch is broadening,” he
added.

IATA expects passenger
demand growth at 5 percent in
2008, down from 7.4 percent in
2007.

The year just ended was “the
best in recent memory,"
Bisignani said.

"Strong passenger growth of
7.4 percent was a key component
of the industry's 5.6 billion dol-
lar profit in 2007 -~ the first black
number since 2000," he said.

Average international passen-
ger load factors reached an
industry record of 77 percent in
2007, up from 76 percent in 2006.

Middle Eastern carriers regis-
tered the strongest growth in
2007 with passenger demand up
18.1 percent, reflecting strong
regional economies, the impact
of oil wealth, expanded capacity
and new routes, IATA said.

Asia Pacific carriers saw 7.3
percent growth, showing the
"continuing strength of the
Chinese and Indian economoc
expansion,” itadded.

International freight traffic
grew 4.3 percent in 2007, down
from 4.6 percent the previous
year.

The air freight demand envi-
ronment will remain "challeng-
ing," with overall growth of 4-4.5
percent projected for 2008, IATA
said.
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PHOTO: CITY BANK
City Bank's Deputy Managing Director (Business) Sohail RK Hussain
inaugurates an ATM booth of the bank at Dilkusha in Dhaka. Other offi-

clals are also seen.

both the sides were present.

PHOTO: APOLLO HOSPITALS DHAKA
Apollo Hospitals Dhaka and First Security Bank Ltd have recently entered
into a corporate agreement under which employees of the bank will get
medical services at special rate and other corporate benefits from the hospi-
tal. AAM Zakaria, managing director of the bank, and Shahjahan Majumder,
director (Finance) of the hospital, signed the deal, while senior officials from

Today's Flight Schedule

Dhaka — Chittagong

~ Flight No. Days Departure Arrival
| 5Q-111 Daily 0800 0845
o 5Q-115 Daily 1900 1945
Chittagong — Dhaka
~ Flight No. : Days_ _Departure Arrival
e Ot 2 Daily 0930 1015
. 5Q-116 Daily 2030 2115

aywith Boeing 737 @ Tk. 3,900 tone way

Hotline: +8802 8855254, 01713381102
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Chittagong Port
Berthing position and performance of vessels as on 31/1/2008
Berth Name of Cargo L.Port Local Dateof Leaving  Import
No. vessels call agent armval disch
J3 Asrar-a-mostafa Rice(p) Yang Cla 2411 112 1530
J/4 An Qing Jiang Gl Col Cosco 29/1 22 2979
JI5 Nord ScanMumbai  P. Equip Chenn  Sunshine 29/1 112 187
Ji7 Xuan Cheng Gl Tian Cosco 30/1 52 1012
Ji8 Ju Yong Guan Gl Tian Cosco 211 an 1583
J10  PhuMy Cont Sing Ipl 2811 31 -
JA2  Kota Rukun Cont Sing Pil(Bd) 26/1 N -
J13  MccSunderban Cont Sing MBDLI 301 1/2 576
Vessels due at outer anchorage
Nameofvessels  Dateof Local Typeof Loading
amval agent cargo ports
Titan-7 31n PML Rice/Gl(log) 3416 Gl{log)
Don 52 Ahz Scraping -
Jorita 31N MBL C. Clink Cont
ShweTharaPhu 172 Td Rice(p) -
Sezela 22 MBOL Conl Uptp
Marvel 12 PSSL Cont Col
Banglar Mamata 112 Sloren Pol Wheat -
OceanAsia a2 QCSL Cont Sing
Dongtal Fortune ~ 2/2 Seacon Cont Col
Martha Russ 22 MBDL Cont Col
Tanker due
Yong Cheng-15 3n MTCL CPO RM/B
Gem Of Dahe| 31N Everett Phos Acid CUFLJ
Smooth Sea-3 22 Rainbow CPO RMA3
Jag Viraj 32 MBL Ammonia K(A)
Khadijah 32 MTCL CcPO RM/B
Vessels at Kutubdia
Name of vessels Cargo Last Port Local Date of
call agent amval
Outside Port Limit
Rig.DeepDriller-5 - - IBSA 30/9
Nor Sea - - IBSA R/A(271)
Wira Kerls - - IBSA RIA(28/1)

The above are the shipping position and performance of vessels of Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet

of CPA suppliedby figC Family, Dhaka.

CURRENCY

Following is Thursday’s (January 31, 2008) forex trading stalement by Standard

Chartered Bank
Major currency exchange rates

US dollar 69.50
Euro 104.44
Pound 139.33
Australian dollar 63.18
Japanese yen 0.67
Swiss franc 65.27

Swedish kroner 11.66
Canadian dollar 71.20
HongKongdollar  8.93

Singapore dollar 50.23

UAE dirham 19.08
Saudiriyal 18.68
Danish kroner 14.56
Kuwaiti dinar 251.33

transachbon

STOCK

BCSell  TTBuy

* All currencies are quoted against BDT
* Rates may vary based on nature of * The forward rales are indicatve only and fixed
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Exchange rate of some currencies

daled

PerUSD BDTper
Currency

68.50

100.04 Indian rupee 39.15 1.76

13428

g5 Pakrupee 62.60 1.10

064 Lankanrupee 10785  0.64

6152 Thaibaht 33.02 2.09

1030 Malaysian nnggtt 3.23 2133

E;gg USD forward rate against BDT

PR By e

1851 1M 68.73 69.73

:glg 2M 68 98 70.07

22826 IM 69.28 70.43
6M 70.15 71.56
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