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First Int'l Children's Film Festival

begins

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

HE First International
Children's Film Festival
Bangladesh was inaugu-

rated on January 28 at the Shawkat
Osman Auditorium, Central Public
Library. Young film enthusiasts are
in for a treat, as the festival includes
over 100 films, including feature,
short, animation and documen-
tary from 35 countries, as well as a
selection of Bangladeshi children'’s
films. The event is being organised
by the Children's Film Society
Bangladesh.

The inaugural ceremony
opened with a rendition of the
Tagore song, Alo amar alo by the
young students of Chhayanat. This
was followed with the National
Anthem, in which they were joined
by everyone present. The
Bangladeshi flag, the festival flag
and the flag of Children's Film
Society were hoisted by the chief
guest, Rasheda K. Chowdhury,
Adviser to the Ministry of Primary
and Mass Education, Women,
Children and Cultural Affairs;
Mustafa Monwar, Chairperson of
the Festival Committee and Dr
Muhammad Zafar Igbal, Vice-
chairperson of the committee.
Among others, Professor
Anisuzzaman also attended the
event. After the opening speeches
and other formalities, the Estonian
film Ruudi, directed by Katnn Laur,
was screened.

A steady stream of tickets are
being sold at Tk 30 for adults and Tk
10 for children. There is also an
assortment of souvenirs -- bags, T-
shirts, posters, pens, stickers and
more
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Publication Ceremony

Author: Hasnat Abdul Hye

Books. Hasnat Abdul Hye: Portrait
of a writer and Aide-Memoire: 1943-
1954

Venue: Bengal Shiipalaya,
Dhanmaondi

Date: January 30

Time: 5:30pm

Film Festival

Title: 1st International Children's Fim
Festival

Organiser: Children's Fiim Society
Bangiadesh

Date: January 30

Venue: Shawkat Osman Memanal
Auditorium, Central Public Library
Film: Sugariand; Where is My
Fnend’s House

Time: 11 am

Film: Fi: Damu

Time: 2 pm

Film: Five FmgerPuppef. Fly Away
Home

Time: 4 pm

Film: Lost Cargo; Mukhsin

Time: 6 pm

Venue: Seminar Hall, Central Public
Library

Film: Sonar Kella

Time: 11 am

Venue: Russian Centre for Science &
Cufture, Dhanmondi

Film: Snow Maiden

Time: 11 am

Fifm: Docfor Aibold

Time: 2 pm
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All programmes are in local time.
The Datly Star will not be responsible

for any change In the programme,
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(From left) Dr Muhammad Zafar Iqbal, Professor Anisuzzaman, Rasheda K. Chowdhury and Mustafa Monwar

at the inauguration

really the only obstacle we faced,”
said Dr Muhammad Zafar Igbal.
“It's a shame that corporate giants
take little interest in such ventures.
Don't they realise what they are
saying is that they are not inter-
ested in the future nation-builders?
The typical life of an urban child in
our country involves school, where
s/he is terrified of the teachers.
Then tuition with the same teach-
ers, and the day is rounded off by
watching Hindi serials with par-
ents. Leaving aside the lack of safe
places to play, there s truly nothing
on TV or at the movie theatres in

our country that offers quality
entertainment for children. Film is
an excellent source of recreation,
but the number of children's films
made in our country are very few,”
Drlgbal remonstrated.

“I long for the day when a local
film or a programme on television
can claim to be a real treat for
children. And until that day

arrives,

we will continue our

demands to be heard,” Dr Igbal

promised.

Mustafa Monwar quoted Tagore
““When a child is born, God
sends hope to the world.’ But then

something goes wrong along the
way. Children are the ambassa-
dors of truth and purity. We must
protect and nurture the torch-
bearers of this world.”

“In a country like ours where it
is a privilege to be able to go to
school, there are children whose
first duty of the day is to clean
someone's toilet. Sometimes 1t's
difficult to hope, but that is pre-
cisely what one must do, for noth-
ing can ever be accomplished
without it,” said Rasheda K.
Chowdhury.

Children were certainly the

Theatre festival featuring plays by
Ashlsh Khondoker

Ram Nandai-er Ankh, Kala pani and Black Out --

three

original plays by Ashish Khondoker will be staged at a
five-day theatre festival at Alliance Francaise Dhaka,
starting from today, says a pressrelease.

The plays are based on the events related to the
Cyclone Sidr that ravaged the southern part of the coun-

try.

All three plays have been developed using Ashish
Khondoker's unique theatrical methods derived from
the participants' extensive research, improvisation and

views.

The festival will continue till February 3 (starting at
6:30 pm everyday).
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Written and directed by Mohon Khan, drama serial
Jege Theko will be aired tonight at 8:00 pm. Shahriar
Nazim Joy, Litu Anam, Mir Sabbir, Hillol, Srabosti
Dutta Tinni, Sumaiya Shimu and Tanima Hamid play

the central roles in the serial. Reshad was declared
lost but no one could find his body. Everyone thinks
that he is dead but his mother has faith that her son
will be back. Eventually she starts making up stories

aboutherson, to the point that she can see him.
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focal point of the day. The lively
and talented singers of
Chhayanat, the articulate
announcers and the 100 delegates
and guests enlivened the ambi-
ence of the Public Library with the
colour and buoyancy of youth.
Children from all over the country
were asked to write an essay on
“My Favourite Movie”, from which
100 children were selected to
participate at the festival. Two
children from Khagrachhari and
20 differently-abled children have
also been invited.

“After the festival our child
delegates will have the opportu-
nity to spend three days with three
notable personalities and then a
day at a workshop on
filmmaking,” said festival director,
filmmaker Morshedul Islam.

As part of the festival a daylong
seminar on children’s films will be
held on February 2. The issues to
be discussed are -- problems and
prospects of children's
filmmaking in Bangladesh, influ-
ence of film and media on chil-
dren, necessity of children's
programmes on television chan-
nels and the importance of gov-
ernment support in children's
filmmaking,

When asked if the festival will be
held every year, Dr Igbal replied,
“We certainly hope so. But these
are baby steps, so maybe every two
years for now.”

The festival will continue till
February 3. The venues are
Shawkat Osman Auditorium and
Seminar Hall at the Central Public
Library, German Cultural Centre,
Iranian Cultural Centre and the
Russian Centre for Science and
Culture,
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World-renowned Paris-based Bangladeshi mime
artiste, Partha Pratim Majumder, is in town. During his
stay in Dhaka, Partha will conduct several workshops
onmime.

Advertising Club has organised a weeklong
workshop on mime tided Reflect in Silence for the
commercial models of the country. Partha Pratim
Majumder will conduct the workshop from February 8
1o 14,

In this connection Advertising Club arranged a
press conference at the Dhaka Reporters Unity on
January 28. Apart from Partha, representatives of
Advertising Club -- Sanaul Arefin, Wazir Sattar, Sarwat
Ahmed, Syed Apon Ahsan and Anisur Rahman
Mahmud --spoke at the programme.

The representatives of Advertising Club briefed the
press that the workshop has been arranged to train the
models to improve their skills, Partha will select 30
models for the workshop.

Syed Apon Ahsan said, “Models in our country have
no professional training. In the workshop the models
will be informed about facial expressions and
presentation. Depending on the success of the
workshop, we will chalk out a bigger initiative in
future.”

“There is no age limit, but physical fitness is amust,”
said the mime maestro on the criteria for selection.

On the reason behind his Dhaka visit, Partha said,
“Bangladesh Lung Foundation invited me to perform
at the 1st International Conference on Lung Health,

PHOTO- SHAWKAT JAMIL
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Mime maestro Partha Partim
Majumder in town

models.”

Partha Partim Majumder at the press conference

which will be held from February 20 to 22 at the
Bangladesh China Friendship Conference Centre. But,
I will also conduct workshops for the theatre actors and

Nrityanchal Dance Festival ended on January
28 with the staging of Nrityanchal’s production

Mohua (from Mymensigh Geetika). The dance-
drama features a timeless love story. Nader
Chaand renounces the material world and
roams the roads, woods in search of the object
of his affection Mohua. Mohua has become
immortal through greeting death in the name of
love. Choreographed and directed by Shamim
Ara Nipa, Mohua, featured Shibli Muhammad 5

PHOTO: STAR

and Nipa in the lead roles. Under the direction
of Tapan De, singers Kiran Chandra Roy, Sadi
Muhammad and Ferdaus Ara have rendered the
songs in the production. Nrityanchal Dance
Festival was sponsored by Citibank NA, Prime
Bank Ltd, AB Bank and Warid Telecom
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Kalabagan Sports Ground

Gate Open: 2:30pm
Start: 5:30pm

TICKETS AVAILABLE @

Boomers

Books Express
American Burger
Geetali Elephom Recd)

ETC (Dhonmondi & Gulshen-1)
Moja Restaurant (Mouchok)
Super Cut Saloon Phanmendi)

Ticket (@ Tk. 250
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