Sl

DHAKA WEDNESDAY JANUARY 30, 2008

POINT

@he Baily Star

Private policing

\l¢

Even more interesting, varieties of policfr?; are complexly mixed; it is not a modern
phenomenon, but seems to have been common in other historical periods. Societies of
very diverse sorts -- as different as classical capitalism and socialism -- are affected by
similar policing imperatives, specially the need to make it effective and legitimate. At
the same time, differences in social structure affect the forms that policing takes.

MIRZA SHAFI

distinguished American
political scientist, Harold
Laski once said that the
study of politics was about who

gets what, when and how.

common in other historical peri-
ods.

Societies of very diverse sorts --
as different as classical capitalism
and socialism -- are affected by
similar policing imperatives,
specially the need to make it effec-

achieve the aim through various
deterrents.

[t is important that right now,
after a decade of their existence,
we ask questions about what
private policing means for civil
liberties and privacy, and for

the myriad ways in which it can be
established and maintained.

The "police” are no longer
simply large men in somber uni-
forms who run around trying to
catch criminals.

We must understand that pri-
vate policing is nothing but the
involvement of the private sector
in assisting the state in maintain-
ing public order. And this ideology
of policing is in conformity with
the vital liberal premise that the
state is an encapsulating authority
that monopolises the definition of
peace.

those intrusions are into their
homes or occur when going about
in private or public places.
Etiquette protects our privacy
in consideration to human rights
of each and every individual.
When this is not enough, people
look for protection to more formal
rule systems and their enforce-
ment agencies. Where VIPs are
concerned, the government may
detail extra agents for their protec-
tion. Finally, general people may
also privately employ protection
against intrusion, or rely upon
privately organised protective and

deterrence objectives. The public
police are formally organised
around the deterrence objectives --
detection, arrest, and punishment;
and informally, around a peace-
keeping model

In contrast, private policing is
formally organised around main-
taining private order and prevent-
ing its disruption. Their role in
enforcing criminal law is normally
limited to mobilising the public
police, and because they cannot
readily turn to a body of law or to
legal rules and procedures to legiti-
mise their actions, they normally

duties, and get regular lectures

on security matters to remain up-

to-date.
Their duties involve warning the
owners against theft, arson, loot
etc, and, therefore, they must know
how to "read" a person while deal-
ing with visitors or persons who
come in contact with them during
the course of duty. They, working
very inuch in the public eye, must
be smartly dressed and alert at all
times, immediately developing an
uncanny ability to spot any male-
factor.

They must have curiosity and

maintaining private order, they
might be required to cooperate and
supplement the public police in
maintaining public order, and in
investigations where the public
police is handicapped. Their work-
ing must be approved and super-
vised by the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

In advanced countries, five
forms of interdependence between
the two are observed:

e -Joint public/private investiga-
tions.

~» Public agents hiring or delegat-
ing authority to private police.

Similarly, we observe that the tive and legitimate. At the same social control in general. We will Our private space covers our  security agents to do so. justify their actiur'{s in terms of keen sense of observation, and e Private interests hiring police,

¥ study of private policing is about  time, differences in social struc- not talk of its pervasive interna- person and our property and their Pri S management practice rather than  look for out-of-the-ordinary o New organisational forms in
who, how, to whom, and when in  ture affect the forms that policing  tional character, butaboutnation-  extensions, which we perceive as Fobnaid legalauthority. behaviour and gestures in people  which the distinction between
absence of any check on their takes. ally based organisations for pri- our territory. Two things are Privacy encompasses those Pif{CES; 'Ihe*sccunlyguards who ?vnrkas around their duty place. publicand private s blurred.
performance by the relevant However, public and private vateduties withinourcountry. involved here: one, our bodies are  spaces and matters upon or into the private police, and being the Their training must cover not 4 Circulation of personnel
authorities. policing never wholly supplant [t must be kept in mind that the residence for our unique '.WhiCh utlllers may not normally r'”’_l‘l'“‘*' guardlan.s in_private  only a full range of laws concerned between the public and private

Throughout the ages, policing one another, Indeed, the distinc- nowadays private policing has identity as a self. I am my home intrude without the consent of the  residences, properties and their with their duties, but also such  ¢ocor
has been done under an enor- tionitselfbecomesproblematicin  alerted us to the fact that the and it is irreducibly a private person or organisation to whom extensions, mustbe; ancillary training as first-aid, life-  gycept for a few security services,
mous variety of auspices -- manycircumstances, especiallyin  development of this phenomenon  place. Therefore, our private they are dﬂﬂlglnﬂlffd - belonging. e Managed by experts both in saving, unarmed combat and (to which are controlled and super-
national and local governments, the US and other advanced coun- hasbeen changing the verynature ~ personal space is with us when we The Holy Qur'an in Surah Nur or administrative and security some) the proper use and care of vised by ex-defence personnel, the
revolutionary and non- tries. Public and private institu- and objects of policing itself, such  go about, and we expect others to Light (27-29) says: "0 ye who matters, -- at least 30% of ex- firearms. rest are only ﬁupﬁiying laboulr n
revolutionary parties, neighbour-  tions there cooperate, sometimes thatanappreciation of the charac-  respectitsboundaries. believe! Enter not houses other service personnel in their ranks otk tratt fth : e narme of s;t:curit guards, and
hoods, churches/mosques, land- interpenetrate, and often share terandmeaningofpolicingcanno Good governance through thanyourown, untilye have asked and almost all supervisors and eg{s RAROILOL EC SERULALY dravin cummissini That éould
owners, workers, peasants, busi- modes ofoperation. longer assume that it is most enforcement of laws ensures the permission and saluted those in inspectors must be by security Se€rvices ) thegreason f'ﬂ m e
nesses and professional associa- Yet, in these countries, authori- typically about crime, law respect for another person's pri- them: that is the best for you, in oriented persons. Presently, all private security ser- arson etc in njan g IL::E E; P
tions. Even more interesting, ties are discovering that for public enforcement, or punishment. vate space. People look to the law  orderthatyemayheed...” e Of average physical and mental vices are performing their services S i 5{; Eamaadioliy
varieties of policing are complexly  police it is always better if compli-  Rather, policing must be under- and its public enforcers to protect In advanced countries, both state, as any other trade, by having a security guards.
mixed;itis notamodernphenom- ance is achieved through order- stood more broadly as them against illegal intrusions public and private police systems e Putthroughanapprovedtraining trade license from the DCC.Infact,  cgonel Mirza Shafi is 3 freslance contributor to
enon, but seems to have been ing, whereas private police must quintessentially about order, and into their private spaces, whether pursue both compliance and course before employment for considering their importance for  TheDailyStar
Instrument of injustice - |Bird tlu control strategy
“glfw of making any bombs, the US and able numbers, far more than in T — lf

. . -~ " oy o some European countries have many western nations, turn out to - - - Il - .
They _‘hifSt'se to further their own mtere]st, at the core of which is to ensure the Ry Pri Al | vote i eltn e Kehters, The If bn:d flu is now endemic, the governmen should now re-think its control strategy.
superiority of US and her allies at the expense of all others. Iran is strategically placed that Iran stop enriching uranium, leaders of Iran are elected by their | Previously, the government policy was to cull all chickens within a 1 km radius of
to challenge the supremacy of a major ill of our world, Israel. Sadly, the UN has proved Iran's Undilzstaﬂdﬂ?le refusal gives Ewplﬂhlegit_inﬁtelv- No one mtt;ft infected farms, and to restrict transport of poultry in the surrounding areas to prevent
itself to be a force, an instrument of these nations, to be used to legitimise their :?.::ﬂ}:; anejeuzzt:ﬁ:;ti?]gﬂ::; “::50; Eﬂfr;g pecf;.eqiffﬂw E further spreading of the virus. However, this strategy assumes that the disease is not
actions. This way, they use the UN and its various organs to cause suffering, injustice togetthe UNSCtopassaresolution longhistory ofcivilisation. endemic. If the virus were not endemic, only random migratory birds visiting
and carnage around the world. The UN is no longer a force for good guarding the peace 1° ‘;‘ﬁs end. S pii‘: Ifesa}‘:au”frelfi;i‘hff:;lgm;n'“i Bangladesh from bird flu infected countries such as China, India, Indonesia and Vietnam
and stability of our world. In fact, it is now an instrument to legitimise injustice, a ¢, n:ﬂ‘;‘;‘f‘;ﬁ;ﬁ;, E(:]Tli];[;i:;il?th more arguments, which can be | €OUld spread the infection. In that case, new infections would be random and sporadic,
weapon for oppression and global dominance for a few. lethal weapons thatinclude power-  placed powerfully to prove the | and could be stamped out by culling.
ful nuclear bombs, to decide that Prejudice and hostility shown
TALHA J. AHMAD nation. destroy our world through funding Iran does not have the right to  unjustly towards Iran. What I shall | ZEESHAN HASAN
One, of course, may feel that I extremists and terrorists? Let us ossess nuclear technology and Say to end, however, is that Iran is
N recent years the United havebeenalittlcharsh);nwards the Jlook at some facts to find the Ennw-hnw for the purpnsegnyf pro- ©on the wrong side of a self pro- S oaIE Riatest
Nations Security Council yNand am ignorant of the impor-  answers. But, first, we must look at  ducing electricity? Why should ¢laimed "force for good," which news reports, avian influ-
(UNSC) has become synony- ;5 roleithas played overtheyears the issue of nuclear proliferation they be allowed to raise suspicions tRes Ut upDILISElt 1o discipline AR I
mouswith threeissues - t(he WSrin. 1o keep orderin the world. For this ~ and Iran. It is alleged that Iran is - againstanindependentnationthat  Whichever nation steps outside the | as bird flu) has spread to atleast 20
- Afghanistan, the invasion of Iraq reason, it is a must that  putsome  intent on making bombs using has neither shown any sign of limitset by these imperial arrogant | districts in Bangladesh. This should |
:1&11 the n;lclu.u lm%rim DELMR. b I i e Botave 1o support  nuclear technology, which it must  producing such bombs, nor has powers ':.xrith a desire for global | be a wake-up call that tells us that |
ough I'am sure b.f";C e my assertuon. Here, lonlyintendto  notbe allowed to. acted aggressively? COmINALIOIL : the H5N1 bird flu virus is now so |
z:iai’t}:;ﬁiei;:mf:ga;; take the matterrelating to Iran. Although Iran screams loud and Every nation should have the T}Tyt Chaitisit:l funhefr I}J:-EE WiCEbIEC iR cliff.ere.m STRIERLES
dtiven by 2 specific. Eroup of What are the issues involving clear to claim that its technology is right to d?VEl“P nuclear technn_l- ET; ;E;;EES L’h: o e;?;;n Wf IL[;S Ik ngeded [Drealyniut. .
 Atioms, I iy A Frmarion Iran?Aroguestate?Anationleadby  for peaceful energy production ©BY- Even if we assume that Iran is it hor alliee ot thf 5 cnt:eoﬂf e d s oA it
agenda. fanatics? A power determined to  purposes, and shows no clear sign  80Ing to make bombs, why must thars o+ influenza has infected large e

e i ob Tris proed N the nations possessing n'uclear Iran. Kl Bt ok hiage A bers of backyard poultry (deshi
to be almost ineffectual against B NGy e ARGy 40 challenge the su g:r::ﬂrm}.:: I:};;fna‘ 2 | EUTERES MELes Yol bivds T
powerful nations not adhering to dem_and tal e S il of nurgwnrld Isprael Sajéi] th lﬁg ey T et
e s & S sessing nuclear enrichment tech- Wy e crows. Taken together, the above
i : SN nology just because they suspect it has. proved itself to be 5 force, an facts indicate that all measures to
resi)u[:l; liflﬂi einh::z r:lesﬁn;dhj:; to be making bombs? Does that um:et;mtnerln ?;EFSE rt;]agnns, to 2L e MRS d flu have failed. and ©ndemic, the virus will always be has reached this h?vel. This means !

- o US. i sound fair? Or just? To me, it sounds o 0 :Jfl ISEth EEITNBEUCTI?S- that *the ‘bird fht svirs. 1s now  docaly ava{labl.e to create new that the conventional means of ;
the UNSC to be an organisation, Rebblopcianddlendyproudts § S )t;rga?; T et | codstiics X porlfy disssse iy said | SRR 1 il he camied xor - stopping the Spread of hind 4
Rt Lt tiale. cial. ST e thgé to be endemic when such a large only by migratory birds but.also by. through culllr}g aﬁnd transport L
TR el e s Of course, one of the reasons Ty population of local birds that it is local backyard ducks, deshi murgi cnntrol_have failed in Bangladesh. 3
BNl I e R used to support the arguments to The TNt e i e for impossible to eradicate carriesit. and crows. The greatestrisk is from  Once bird flu is endemic, vaccina-

Fho attl e ol oF oy stop Iran ‘fmm having nuclear 200 griarding the pgeace e If bird flu is now endemic, the 4ducks, since waterfowl have natu- tion of poultry is the only avenue
plannied ‘agimke T 15 F0et vet tecl:nnlt?gy1s thatIranisan "unsta- bility of our world. In fact, itis now | &overnment should now re-think rally high immunity and are thus leftto prevent outbreaks and possi-
anather example of that, making ble" nation whnse‘ leaders cannal . Fh s e legitimise injus- | it control strategy. Previously, the a'ble to survive infection and con- Dble human infectiqns.
the UNSC an instrument of injus- be tn_lstEt:l or _reheq upon. This tice, a weapon for oppression and | government policy was to cull all tinue transmitting the virus wher- Until now, vaccination has been
tice, which causes hardship in the assertion is derpeanmg and must global dominance forafew. chickens within a 1 km radius of €vertheygo. deemed a last-ditch resort, which
lifves of ordinary people in rela- beseen asinsulting to the people of infected farms, and to restrict Culling chickens on infected would only be used once the con- &
tively less militarily powerful [ran. ' Talha J. Ahmad is a freelance contributor to The | transport of poultry in the sur- farms is still necessary to protect ~ventional method of culling and -

The people of Iran, in respect-  DailyStar. rounding areas to prevent further farm workers, who are the most at transport restriction had failed. s
spreading of the virus. risk as they are constantly in con-  However, we have to face reality :
| However, this strategy assumes tactwith live chicken. Butonce the ~ The reality is that bird flu is now
Trans Ort S Ste f Dh - that the disease is not endemic. If Virus is endemic, transport con- uast certainly Endemic. it
p Y Ill Or E' k a Clty the virus were not endemic, only trols can no longer stop the spread Ban%ladesltlr. Ilr:hthst T ‘the e
random migratory birds visiting ©f the disease. Regardless of trans- <Y 0 CONUOTIMEC CAMagelt causes
Bangladesh from bird flu infectetgi port controls, there will always be :at;:ﬂin;? ;Il‘ﬂé > u-’;ijesp;e;d HCCE
. c . : : rmed an -
QuAzi MOYEED RASHID anﬁdcnt!y say _that with_uut even though congestion charge solicit views and comments from other forms of transports. ;:n;m me% -y as' s "-icctEd e every;vlh =2 t-D AR poultry. In that case, the Zz}f:;
b e a1 tzzl?g:;anngthe views ufvantirus hals now t?een intrt:fduced for relevant experts, the traveling Improvements should be made Snrec;::ie;iz i;?edﬁVlET a$ tcnuld Ei: ;fijz:r C:-,;S ?éecct;ui.rlln ment has to allow bird flu vaccines
heard about a Metro network : expm:ts AL thetrasfei%ng private vehicles entering the city public, prominent businessmen for non-motorised vehicles for it e e : | 3 St 10r poultry to be imported and
; pubic, analysis of the existing boundary between 7:30am and and others bef aki ibili - R LTS WA, D XA ol S L T L U e d by the ind
in Dhaka. However, My traffic R bfanspbrts,  and o -~ N ers belore taking a final €asy aCCESSlbllltY (o 1nner and Spﬂl’ﬂdic and could be farmers unlucky em}ugh to have used by the 1n US[I"_YMd bECk}'ﬂI‘d
. 7 :30pm. The average speed of a decision? : farmers.
enthusiasm has been somewhat addressing environmental issues, road vehicle in London city is 10 ' in' m'ads. SRRy CUILIRY N R O
dampened since reading the ; pew public transport systen; 5 g et 'I‘ravcll'w ez lﬂgreemthMFAshr:?anssau?s &) Wltl"{ulut making adequate However, once bird flu is It is alarming that the situation  Zeeshan Hasan is director of a poultry compan
article on the front page of the cannotbe stitainable B bgrder n-f il :i:;lfutli:z ;:it;r:;}ear:t a{f]:ubhsl}edtm t;ef?alé}' prnv:ls);uns. it will never be y.
Daily Star of Janu .Alth ; . ; easy, Iast and aliord- ossible to give priori . - ; : !
W J s qu % agoaﬁ Trn;u%vha: Dr.l ;{Vea:::t‘::::ﬂ ﬂ:; gr::;nztl:; 1:;' Lnne:; c;ty _ha.sdi]nclreased tremen-  able transport system is vital for Emturisedg ve}l:cilest.y EI(‘]r:lll"].f[il:: E::;Lﬂ ;it::h:::;_sgizhnaélthfz B nbs:rucu:nff vaol ddl.gg goraumel ‘?fﬂl LT C.laim
mentioned, and an outline plan of  environment and the Dhai : buusl}: uring the last 10-15 years, Bangladesh. However, I cannot congestion will increase if more all ' e of nas }{1 ECC.?ZS. e hi :2111m e Pl e .fm St A
the metro network was published,  transport system, I full Srely: | BuLiun dnes'nm mean that the agree that introducing more rick- and more motorised vehicles th typld | ,pf senlgers. iu;:d s IR : P e g vty
[ could not find any otherrelevant  his comments that bﬁ;;“f:ﬂ :irgl:;: e pl i, afic  shaws and autorickshaws along  share the same lane of amain  ang the disabled. and they Eﬂifsﬂ‘lﬁﬂaéﬁeiﬁﬁ A R A

. * information about the project. I free transports such as rickshaws £ th d G Iong side w?th more taxis and private cars road with non-motorised vehi- shouldalsoba easilvmaneuver : ds. g : : SRR o s it S
could ot e sire’ whether,m. Hombioce i e 0 : e road just to be faster than  will relieve traffic congestion and  cles. P Hak iy y 1 i e nh rofds uring . nonalfonmsarpublic transport,
detailed feasibility study was g the problem of city ;;?1;:;?—? ELSE; :;:ELSE-E :iit:;:g: Tm EnlvepublictranSpnrtprublemsin e Business Report in The Daily Sepzrag: ;lr(;v?si::-fl;: rl:n: Ezftﬁ:nu;rgsz nl;m;‘r;];;?})’ Sufjl; aia' Endclligrm;nd Mre:tru
carried out prior to making an  and the policy to give private ¢ } g ced on haka. Star on January 13 stated: "It is shaws will al b ful L ealariviEs : l“ h e v st b )
Y ey T Y o P "~ LY roads they cannot move After assessing comments in difficult for Bangladesh to make s e : e et e e T SRS R At BTG TyinG 3

AT v Ao S Bcions pniflnty over more fuel-efficient as easily as taxis, commercial the newspapers and views out- room for non-motorised vehi- S b T AL BAASS N Sk 10F HERRRINEEE a0a TIne axd
S Yanit A viatlic ey :n::;:i ISE ewt;t;?g.mﬁn?vever, I wvehicles, or t:;ars. Hence, bus lanes lined in the recent Bapa seminar, cles since the country does not lsyst;m§ ‘in f)ther HIEILY HOR e SEPH}HIE enes shuuld_ be are also SONGIIIEDE e diy
v i i e camgrmum only rickshaws have. been introduced wherever mycomments are as follows: v R At Spats MEHts tate: lated cities in the world 1ulf-v.rl1:¢:na': pm*:nded for rfnn-rnutnnsed Emphasis must be placed on
‘ : ) passengers than possible, e Relying totally on road trans- = infrastructures are very similar vehicles on main roads. Slow public transport rather than
major business locations, soiltest, the London Underground. I welcome the views of Mr : 2 i et confirms that it {s neces: o ours. moving vehicles such as i
and also a list of existing public  London city was built long before Tawfique Ali i : port will be disastrm&s fm: a sary to introduce other forms of 4 More attention should be given ' d el ity e s Lo mlfﬁf 23
d private transport routes. ' . Ali, published on highly populated city like environ-friend] bli : : 2 o A e - ©%  all major developed cities
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| ame In place. The world's first quoted comments by various transport : ; ; transport for VIPs (Very as higher speed vehicles such  ¢haw-pull bi ‘ le-ri
the recent presentation by Dr. underground rallway was built in  individuals, including th f p systems, such as Transit, which can carry lot of Important Persons). It is very as cars/microbuses and T e e ik
Mahbubar Rahman for Bapa at London to relieve traffic cotiite: Cﬂmmunic.atiuns Sefmt:se Dn ;I*ndergmund‘ Metro and passengers at a time and also sad to hear that responsible trucks/lorries on major roads. aae mﬂlnr‘cycle tiders must be
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il tevaricats cegorters Rileass Yeate s iosoaat : . Dr. should be considered provided roads. However, this cannot be : S G B IEL IRy ~C 8 | AN
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not to given my views of the sub-  underground railways RN R D n has been lems. The existing provision for along with the introduction of h s ignored in Bangladesh.
_ b r this study? My ques- non-motorised vehicles such as 4 : wherever possible, and re- and, therefore, the project
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i rom my experience 1 can problem of traffic congestion, financial authority is, why not e 4 means demolishing illegal may rise. Construction compa- ﬁ'rd.fr:m Eﬂn;h ﬁm L::: m

improved while introduc
P ucing e Itis essential to make improve- constructions and other forms nies (including overseas con- Manager Metronet Rail Lid




