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Put UN Convention against
Corruption into action

UN official urges countries

REZAUL KARIM.fmm Bali, Indonesia

A senior UN official has urged the
countries to put the United Natons
Convention against Corruption
(UNCAC) into action and take
measures to enforce itstrictly.

At the same time, he
emphasised that everyone has a
role to play -- not only the govern-
ments, but also parliamentarians,
business, civil society, the media
andthe citizens.

“Corruption hurts us all, there-
fore fighting it is a shared responsi-
bility -- we all have a duty and the
power to say 'no’ to corruption,”
said Antoruo Maria Costa, executive
director of the UN Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC), at a press
conference on UN Anti-Corruption
Conference at Bali International
Convention Centre yesterday.

He also highlighted the areas
where UNODC and others can
provide technical assistance -- for

example recovery of assets, a key
feature in the anti-corruption
convention.

But Costa warned that despite
political will and good intentions,
efforts to recover assets, for exam-
ple through the World
Bank/UNODC Stolen Asset
Recovery Initiative, are running
into resistance from "middle-level
bureaucrats with connections,
knowledge and entrenched inter-
ests who havealottolose.”

“Efforts to recover stolen
national assets are being hindered
in many countries by politicians
and bureaucrats who have an
entrenched interestin maintaining
the status quo,” he added.

In addition, Costa called on
private businesses to take an active
role in fighting institutionalised
corruption, saying that in the past
too many had encouraged or prof-
ited from government graft.

Costa proposed a Corporate

Integrity Charter to promote busi-
nesses' conformity to the UNCAC,
as well as a body to review corpo-
rate compliance,

He also urged the delegates
participating in the conference "to
neutralise these black holes in your
administrations.”

The UN official said the coun-
tries need to explain what they
have done to fight corruption and
implement the anti-corruption
convention while finding out what
further tools and skills they need to
build integrity.

He added that they should also
develop a device to measure their
progress in addressing corruption.

He stressed that it is time for
business to be more part of the solu-
tionandless partofthe problem

He also called on multilateral
organisations to lead by example.
Their rules should meet the same
high standards that govgrnments
are being asked to meer, he said.
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Prof Harun-or-Rashid speaks at a reception accorded to the teachers and students of Dhaka University, who were
released recently, in front of Aparajyeo Bangla on DU campus yesterday. Bandhusava organised the reception.
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FREE SEMINAR & COUNSELLING

Jan 30th (Wed), and Jan 31st (Thurs)
6:00 pm at BRAC Centre Inn, Meeting Room

Counselling at UW Dhaka Liaison Office

Friday. Ist Feb, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Call and make an appointment TODAY!

University of Windsor Dhaka Liaison Office

Hosna Centre, Suite 210, 106 Gulshan Avenue

Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh
Tel: +880 2 8826445 e Cell: +88 01911 365 221
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SSC Exams 2010

withdrawal of
SQ method

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A number of guardians in the city
yesterday demanded the govern-
ment cancels the Structured
Question (SQ) method, new type of
question pattern for SSC examina-
tion to be introduced from 2010,
since most of the teachers and stu-
dents are still in dark about the new
system,

They also urged the government
to introduce the SQ method from
class six instead of class nine so that
students can be familiar with the new
method from anearly stage.

“The new SQ will be introduced
from SSC examinatons in 2010. The
students who are now in class nine
will sit for the SSC examinations
under the new question method. But
mostofthe teachersand students are
in the dark about it,” said Utpalla
Bhattacharya, mother of a student of
Class IX at the Ideal School and
College in Dhaka, while addressing a
press conference at the Dhaka
Reporters Unity (DRU).

She also said that only 10 percent
teachers were trained about the SQ
method and the pattern of SQ is not
added in the new textbooks.

Rathan Rahman, a mother of

another class IX student at the Ideal
school, said panic seized the stu-
dents because they are not getting
proper guidelines from the textbooks
and teachers.

“The system might be better. But
students have no clear idea about it
because they have to face the new
system suddenly in class nine which
isvery difficultfor them,” said Yasmin
Ara, another guardian of a student at
theVigarunnisa Noon School.

Guardians from Moujheel Ideal
School, Vigarunnisa Noon School,
Uttara High School, Central
Government High School and
Basabo High School also attended
the press conference.

However, government had to
defer the SQ system for a year in the
face of strong protest by teachers,
students and guardians.

Sources in the ministry said the
introduction of structured questions
IS a component of a Tk 793-crore
Secondary Education Sector
DevelopmentProject (SESD).

A structured question will ask
several bits ofinformation on asingle
topic. There will be 60 marks for
structured questions, instead of 50
marks as is now customary with
essay-typequestions.

There will be 40 marks for multi-
ple-choice questions, instead of 50.
The new system will not be appli-
cable to the English papers and the
Banglasecond paper.
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Students of Dhaka University stage a demonstration on the campus yesterday demanding reduction in 55 percent
quotain BCS examinations. (Story on Page 3)

Criminal shot
in gunfight
with Rab

in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An alleged criminal was wounded
in a gunfight between Rab and his
gang in the city's Mohammadpur
area earlyyesterday.

He was identified as Sajeeb alias
Baro Khokan who was admitted to
Orthopedic Hospital following his
drrest.

Rab-2 said three to four crimi-
nals opened fire on a Rab patrol as
the law enforcers challenged them
at Mansurabad, ensuing a gunfight
between the two sides.

At one stage, the criminals fled
the scene, leaving a bullet-wounded
Sajeeb behind, Rab added.

Only 39pc people enjoy
good sanitation
Speakers tell workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Only 39 percent people across the
country are provided with good
sanitation facilities although sani-
tation for all is supposed to be
achieved by 2020, speakers at a
workshop said yesterday,

They added that the problem
lies in demand side, not in supply
side and this should be considered
seriously.

Brac, Water Aid and IRC for
Water Supply and Sanitation
jointly organised the three-day
regional workshop titled 'South
Asia Sanitation and Hygiene' at
Brac training centre at Rajendrapur
yesterday where more than 50
participants from Pakistan, Nepal,
India and Bangladesh took part
andshared their experiences.

[t is found that many people in
the South Asian countries are not
accustomed to using sanitary
latrine and maintaining proper
hygiene, which leads to different
types of communicable diseases. It
1s not that they do not have access
or cannot afford proper sanitation
ratheritis theircultureanditisvery
much difficult to change people's
behaviour, said speakers at the
workshop that began yesterday
with the slogan 'Beyond construc-
tion, use byall'.

Inaugurating the workshop,

Executive Director. of Brac
Mahabub Hossain said, “Setting up
a sanitary latrine cannot do much.
We have to ensure that people are
using it. Because if we don't create

demand for sanitary latrine for
them by creating awareness and
educating on personal hygiene,
they would not use it as there is a
culture of open defecation in many
placesoftheregion.”

“We will incorporate the knowl-
edge from the workshop in our
Water and Sanitation Programme,”
he said.

“It is a big challenge to change
the behaviour of people who are
not using sanitary latrine. Second
challenge i1s how to make this
sanitation available to the poor
people living in slum areas and
then to run affordable technology
for community managed toilets
that is important for urban sanita-
tion,” said Tom Palakudiyil, IRC
head of Asia region, adding that in
this workshop the participants will
share the best practices and will
find ways to motivate the
policymakers for sustainable
programmes in this regard.

He also suggested developing
indigenous ways to teach people
the use of sanitary latrine and
motivate them to go through
hygiene practice.

Joep Verhagan of IRC and
Carolien van der Voorden of Water
Supply and Sanitation
Collaborative Council alse spoke at
the inatgural session.
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Asset Developments & Holdmgs Ltd

91 Gulshan Avenue Dhaka
(Office Of Corporate & Management Services)
Tel: 8857230, 8857231, 8857232, 8857233, 8857234
BR57495, 8BR57496, R857497, 8B5749K, 8857499
Mobile: 0171-3018405, 0171-3018408, 0171-3032448

" 3 s 01713044911, 0171-3065055, 0L71- 3046689 .

A 0171-40[6887,0)171-1594855
Fax: 880 2 8828272 E-mail: asset@agni.com
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Email: dhaka@windsorwired.org
Web: www.windsorwired.org
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Your Markef Here I
Dhaka Club President Sadat Hossain Salim and other executive committee

members, on behalf of the club, distribute warm clothes to homeless people

2008 | . 1 in the city on Monday. |

“*Consistently rated among the best in the country.... Warwick
; Barwda car Expu, F.'nnﬂ ’ s |

is sonwthinu of a leader in the academic ﬁc!d"i (Guardian 1 May 2007)
" N
|[]11*‘P“”m 2

il nﬁrr 1nhm Rﬂe g

.I‘
P
If e : i ":.
» .
W 3

'
i 3
i
‘ : = = e %
e e e —
s e e ———

The|5th|Dhakaiinternational]

J-u--u-:;l!‘--ﬂ‘#fd--h- WMM

P[_astlc Packagm@@gPrmtmg;lndust_la_} Fairg

-,_....-F-h-—n-.n.} T A i

| Lrnlv.. consistently ranked
m%Tﬁp Ten Ulg Institutions for the Qﬁallw of Tc.%hm;:, r and Research.

.':, \ E‘d in [pp i.ﬂil e UK B 1!! ;EﬁEWEJ | 'f Bl -
i loﬁﬁndbma.rn.an ‘itudles r |

The ﬁmvemty of Warwick is a It.ddmg;\Brnlslf

...-‘f ..J;

&m} Erm

F
'} .
K : Vewue, Bassunonara Coxvenon Center Grotan,
th ‘ ‘.B’tHlU" ARA El’iii[\[i]l\ﬁ\ﬂ A

| Date: 31 Jan- 20080 02 Fe b-2008, Time: 11: 00 AM - 08:00 PM
e e e — . Black

135 Exhibitors From 13 Countries

Partici -"Fif-"m” 4l Rt nowned Car :'mpnr."m & Showrooms Hﬁ TM‘.":"'-,J, 1 fJM OSH

PHYCOVINA
MOHAKAI

o — .

WaRasteraduate ’in.lmlagklps for Intemational students
¥ Onl}’ 70 minutes¥o [London  dire€t Leain

SENE

e ﬁams

FE————

KAHIIA

RSO T i

LITARR L TR,

ESEMIN;\R FOR SCHOOL PRINCIPALS, COUNSELLORS & PARENTS

O/AS/
universi

! gpda;_ |
SR, ¥ ?

GENERAL INFORMATION SESSIONS & INTERVIEWS

subject requirements for undergraduate admission to top UK
and the UCAS application process. An ideal opportunity to get
ormation on current admission policies. Dhaka: Sunday 3 February 2008
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January 28~31, 2008 (200200,

Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Center

Experience Truly Fine Living
To preview our projects, please visit
www.baydevelopments.com
988-3365 988-0268
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For entry to Warwick's Foundation, Undergraduate & Postgraduate Programs.
Dhaka: Friday 1 & Saturday 2, February 2008
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