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N Korea calls for
peace treaty with
US to ease tension

AFP, Seoul

North Korea said yesterday a peace
treaty formally ending the Korean
war should be signed as soon as
possible to ease military tensions
with the United States.

“Itis urgent to replace the armi-
stice agreement with a peace
accord because the armistice

agreement exists in name only due

to the US," said Rodong Sinmun,
newspaper of the ruling commu-
nist party.

The 1950-1953 conflictended in
an armistice with no subsequent
peace treaty, leaving the peninsula

still technically at war.

The paper's commentary, car-
ried by the official Korean Central
News Agency, said the armistice
had become "a dead document”
because of what it called "perfidi-
ous” acts byWashington.

It did not elaborate but fre-

quently complains of joint US-
South Korean military exercises,
spy fligh
military buildup in the region.

ts and what it sees as a US

*The earlier conclusion of the

peace accord would help convert
the acute belligerent relations
berween the DPRK (North Korea)
and the US to those of peace and
confidence and ensure lasting
peace and stability on the penin-
sula,” thecommentary said.

A six-nation agreement on

scrapping the North's nuclear
programmes envisages a peace
treaty, along with normalised US-
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bring
ship in the future, he hoped.

that the parliamentary polls could
be held on time acco
roadmap the commission
announced last year.

Ing to the

Sohul was speaking ata meeting

with government officials in Sylhet
Friday night.

He urged the officials, who are

involved in preparing the voter list,
to discharge their duties sincerely
so that the nation may get the
much-desired free and fair polls
throughaclean electoral roll.

The general elections would
the much-looked-for leader-

Sohul said the phorograph-

attached voter list has got some

_people into trouble as this will rob

them of vote-rigging in the
adding that delimiting the constit-
uencies will be done very soon.

future, -

Stressing that cooperation from
all quarters is a must to make the
voter-registration work a success,
the election commissioner said
people should be made to under-
stand the importance of the elec-
Iclira.l roll so that nobody is left out
ofit.

He expressed satisfaction at the
progress of voter-listing work in
Sylhet region. The work is almost
complete in city corporation area.

North Korean relations, but only
when the North surrenders all its
nuclear material.

Atan October summit the North
and South Korean leaders called for
a summit of three or four parties (o
discuss declaring an end to the war.
They did not name the parties but
apparently meant the two Koreas,
the US which fought for the South
and possibly China, which backed
the North.

The summit call sparked debate
in Seoul. Opponents said such a
move should await full denucleari-
sation by the North which staged a
nuclear weapons test in October
20006.

Under the current phase of the
deal negouated by the two Koreas,
China, the US, Russia and Japan,
the North was supposed by
December 31 to disable its main
atomic plants and give a full decla-
rationof all nuclear programmes.

In response the other parties
were to supply one million tons of
fuel oil orequivalent energy aid.

VIP inmates
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minister Tariqul Islam, BNP leaders

Hannan Shah, MA Hashem,
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu and
Amzad Hossain Sarkar, Awami
League (AL) leaders Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir, Prof Rafiqul Islam and
Lotas Kamal, Advocate Sigma
Huda, Janakantha Editor Atikullah
Khan Masud, ntv Managing
Director Eneyatur Rahman Bappi,
and former Jamaat lawmaker
Mizanur Rahman areamong those
undergoing treatment in different
hospitals.

Sources said former BNP law-
maker from Noakhali-1 Joynal
Abedin Farug have visited BSMMU
67 tumes in last eight months after
his arrest. Besides, ex-Jamaat
lawmaker Syed Abdullah
Mohammad Taher visited hospital
44 times while Khushnud Lobi,
wife of former BNP lawmaker Ali
Asgar Lobi, has been in hospital
since she was arrested.

The DIG prisons said during a
visit to the prisons cell at BSMMU
he thas ordered for the wooden
frames to be rearranged so that
inmates could be seen from out-
side.

He said they have also decided
to keep one and a halffeet space on
top of the roilet doors. It would be
done so that jail guards can enter
the bathroom through there in case
of any inmate attempting to com-
mitsuicide.

Major Siddiqui said such
arrangements are already there in
prison toilets.

" Hold credible polls
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people’s lives, they said at a
roundtable discussion urging the
authonties to withdraw the state of
emergency and hold dialogues to
create an atmosphere for a credible
election.

Peshajibi Somonnoy Parishad
organised the discussion at the
Jatiya Press Club and accorded a
floral reception to four recently
released Dhaka University (DU)
teachers.

Political leaders also said in
order to make the proposed politi-
cal dialogues effective and fruitful,
issues concerning people’s lives
have to be included in the agenda
alongwith election related issues.

Awami League (AL) Presidium
Member Abdur Razzak said, "We
the politicians have patience but
there are doubts whether the peo-
plewill keep theirs.”

There is also a feeling of distrust
among people whether the elec-
tions would be held and if it is held
then how free and fair would it be,
headded. .

“If the present government
continues until December then
people might say that they were
berter off before 1/11," Tofail

# Ahmed, AL presidium member

said adding that they want to par-
ticipate in the dialogues uncondi-
tionally to help the government
hold elections.

He said there is no need for
dialogues if the government puts
conditionsfor it.

He hoped elections would be
held soon as promised by the chief
adviser, the army chief and the
chiefelection commissioner.

Expressing apprehension that
real corrupt people would be
turned into kings of the political
arena due to the incorrect policies
of the government, Rashed Khan
Menon, president of Workers Party
Bangladesh, said they have to
discuss the sufferings of the people
during the dialogues.

AL Presidiurn Member Suranjit
Sengupta said, "The president
should be tried for flouting the
constitution.”

He said the immediate past
prime minister and her cohorts
should be tried for their
wrongdoings in connection with
the grenade attack on the Awami

League rally and corruption.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
President Hasanul Haque Inu said
President lajuddin Ahmed, former
pnme minister Khaleda Ziaand her
son Tarique, former ministers
Nizami and Babar are responsible
for 1/11. We want an effective
dialogue that would be able to
remove obstacles for the elections,
hesaid.

Mujahidul Islam Selim, general
secretary of Communist Party of
Bangladesh, said people have
doubts growing in their minds
since the "anti-corruption drives
are going on with political inten-
tions”.

Stressing the need for a free and
fair election, he said, "A bad election
is better than no election and no
electionisbetter than afarce one.”

Bikalpa Dhara Secretary
General Maj (retd) Abdul Mannan
said it would be better for the
nation if the elections are held as
soon as possible.

Protesting the recent restriction
placed on the media, Prof Arefin
Siddique, former president of
Dhaka University Teachers
Association (Duta), urged the
authorities to announce a date for
elections.

Among others recently
released DU teachers Prof Anwar
Hossain, President of Duta Prof
Sadrul Amin, Prof Harun-or-
Rashid and Prof Neem Chandra
Bhowmik, Jatiya Party Presidium
Member GM Quader, Liberal
Democratic Party Presidium
Member Ziaur Rahman Khan, AL
acting Secretary General Syed
Ashraful Islam, Gonotontri Party
President Nurul Islam, former
lawmaker Dr Abdur Razzak,

Barrister Amir-ul Islam also took
part in the discussion meeting
with Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury,

convenor of the parishad, in the
chair.

[jtema
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A total of four devotees died of
shivering cold and old age compli-
cations while attending Ijtemna this

year. Twenty-six others fell sick and
were admitted to Tongi

Government Hospital. Later, nine
of them were shifted to Dhaka.

——— e e ——

CA firm says
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being a pass over item, annual

escalation factor of 1% quoted by
NEPC is redundant,” the account-
ing firm said in its report.

"It is a universally accepted fact
that while comparing two or more
financial numbers, the compenng
parties must be..allowed identical
parameters. [n other words, base fuel
price of Tk 4.51... ought to have been
applied for bids of both Wartsila as
well as of NEPC. Therefore, it is our
unreserved opinion that the lowest
bid is US cents 0.040888 kWh which
was offered by Wartsila. It may not be
out of place to mention that the offer
of NEPC, which was wrongly rated as
lowest bidder, was also non-
responsive as their financial offer
was conditional vis-a-vis the tariff for
fuel.”

The firm did not find any foul play
regarding import of fuel exclusively
for the plant. "For uninterrupted
operation of the power plant, it is
quite natural that all avenues for
timely availability of the most essen-
tial ingredient, ie, fuel must be
ensured, "itsaid.

The ACC in its case said the PDB
invited international tender on
October 24 of the same year to com-
mission three barge-mount power
plants at Haripur, Shikalbaha and
Khulnawithin eightto 10months.

A total of 15 firms submitted 25
tenders, 18 of which were qualified
primanly.

NEPC consortium proposed the
lowest tanffs but no deal was made
with the company, the case state-
mentsaid,

Besides, initiatives were taken for
negotiation with the first, second and
third lowest bidders following illegal
interference by the then prime min-
ister Sheikh Hasina and then power
secretary Dr Towfig-e-Elahi
Chowdhury.

Ignoring the lowest bidder's tariff
rate -- 4.59 cents per kilowatt hour--
power tariff has been fixed at 5.10
cents per kilowatt hour for three
months and 5.82 cents per kilowatt
hour for the rest of the contract
period.

Hasina approved the deal In
connivance with other accused to
serve the interest of a special quarter
ina pre-planned way through decep-
aon.

Arrangement to smuggle foreign
currencies was also made by allow-
ing Wartsila to import oil that
causes a huge loss to the country,
the case statementadded.

Two more die
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centres from the rain. Reports say
that the continuous rain has
drenched clothes, blankets and
other relief items belonging to the
residents of the shelters leaving
them to untold sufferings in the
severe conditions.

Our Chittagong correspondent
reports: Continuous drizzle and
cold winds disrupted normal life
and business in the port city of
Chittagong for the third straight
dayyesterday.

Patenga Met office recorded
26.8 mm rain in 24 hours till 3pm
yesterday.

Commuters, including office
goers, garment workers and
school-going children suffered the
most as the number of CNG-run
auto-rickshaw and rickshaw on the
roads were thin.

Small wayside vendors suffered
heavy losses as sales were low. Most
were seen sitting beside their goods
covered with polythene sheets.

Activities at Chittagong Port
including container handling were
normal. Sources said only loading
and unloading of bulk cargoes were
however disrupted.

BSS adds: The situation in
Barisal region worsened further
yesterday as the rainfall continued.
Met office recorded at least 19-mm
rainfall in this region till 3 pm yes-
terday. Government and semi-
government agencies are continu-
ing distribution of warm clothes
among the poor and distressed.

The continuous rain and cold
spell has also hampered life in
Bandarban, Chuadanga and other
districts of the country as well.

CA tells reporters
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important.

“I've told them [global leaders]
Bangladesh is different from other
countries. Every country has to
decide on 1ts position. No two
countries can be compared.” he
said.

When asked to comment on
Pakistani president's remark that
‘matters of human rights, democ-
racy and other issues should not
always be looked at through a
western lens’, Fakhruddin said, "If
there are human rights violations
in our country according to our
definitions then that has to be
remedied in ourown way."

He also hoped economic activi-
ties will pick up pace after the
annual development plan is imple-
mented, and there are already signs
of exportsrising.

“Remittances have gone up and
after an initial slowdown, exports
are again on the rise which means
manufacturing is increasing and
jobs are being created,"”
Fakhruddin said.

"Looking at the overall progress,
we are hoping that economic actiy-
ities will accelerate this winter,” he
added.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed returned to the capital last

evening.
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7ZIA misses Tk 400cr
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Requesting anonymity, a CAAB

official said, "Biman's capacity
has decreased because of the
management's inefficiency
although increase of passengers
has been significant. Foreign
airlines have increased their fares
taking this advantage.”

Allowing more airlines could
bring all of them to a competi-
tion, which could ultimately
result in the decrease in airfare
and improvement ol service
standards.

“Biman cannot carry even 20
percent of Bangladeshi passen-
gers going to different Middle
Eastern countries,” he said, add-
ing, "We cannot ignore the inter-
ests of our workers for the interest
of Biman since expatriate work-
ers contribute to the national
economy much more.”

Criticising the government's
protective policy for Biman,
aviation expert Kazi Wahidul
Alam said the number of Biman's
carriers has come down to 11
from 17 at the ume when the
number of passengers is increas-
ing around 2-2.5 lakh every year.
Interestingly, only six or seven of
Biman's carriers operate at a
ume.

"The ground handling equip-
ment should also be modernised
and if needed, private handling
agents should be appointed at
ZIA," said Wahidul, editor of The
Bangladesh Monitor, an aviation
and tourism magazine.

He also crincised the govern-
ment for not having any market-
ing initiative for ZIA or other
airports of the country. "All air-
lines, whether low cost or legacy,
must be allowed to operate for
the sake of competition,” he
added.

The government, however, has
not been interested 1n allowing
the airlines that charge low fare to
operate from ZIA. "Each passen-
ger could save over Tk 6,000 if
they flew by these low-cost carri-
ers, which are widely used in
many countries,” said an official
ofsuch an airline.

According to a CAAB official,
Air Asia, Air India Express, Air
Arabia, and Jazeera Airways of
Kuwait applied to the govern-

ment for operating from ZIA.
When contacted, the CAAB
chairman said they have now
become "quite liberal™ in allow-
ing more airlines to operate from

Bangladesh.
He said they are trying to sign
the Bilateral Air Service

Agreements with more countries
and review the existing ones 1o
increase flights of both sides. "We
are also trying so that the local
private airlines are allowed to
operate from other countries,” he
added,

Sakeb Khan said CAAB asked
Biman to improve ZIA's ground
handling quality. "We may also
allow private agents to work at
ZIA or it may be a joint venture of
Biman and private agents for
better services.”

Asked about allowing the low-
cost airlines, he said, "We prefer
that these airlines operate from
the Chittagong Airport, consider-
ing the traffic congestion in
Dhaka."

He said, "We shall take con-
crete decisions on the basis of the
recommendations of the inter-
ministerial committee conduct-
ing the feasibility study n allow-
ing low-cost airlines.”

[.aw adviser

FROM PAGE 16
Election Commission, the law

adviser said there has been much
progressin both the matters.

He said the draft laws would be
placed before the council of adwvis-
ers for scrutiny and approval after
preparing them. "But it'll be done

* much quickly. Setting up the secre-

tariats is a must before the elec-
tions.”

Garment factory
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at about 7:30am and soon engulfed
the entire floor.

On information, fire fighters
from Hajigan) and Mondolpara
rushed to the spot and extin-
guished the blaze with the help of
garment workers at around
9:30am.

The factory authorities claimed
that valuables worth around Tk 1
crore were damaged in the fire.

Sector commanders
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AK Khandakar attended the meet-
ing as the chief guest while it was
chaired by eminent litterateur
Hasan Azizul Haque.

Commander of Sector-4 Maj
Gen (retd) CR Dutta Bir Uttam,
Sector Commanders' Forum
Coordinator Maj Gen (retd) Jamil D
Ahsan Bir Pratik, Sector-7 com-
mander Lt Col Quazi Nuruzzaman,
Sector-8 commander Lt Col (retd)
Abu Osman Chowdhury attended
the meetingas special guests.

Sayed Shafikul Alam, a valiant
freedom fighter and general secre-
tary of Rajshahi Liberation War
Library, presided over the
programme.

They said the government must
take steps to keep away the perpe-
trators of the biggest crimes com-
mitted during the 1971 war from
the upcomingelections.

Sector Commanders’' Forum
leaders said, if the war criminals
are not tried, independence and
sovereignty of the country would
be jeopardised as war criminals
would get the scope to assume
power as theydid in the past.

They said the war criminals
have been taking the opportunity
of the lack of justice for a long time

and have already divided the peo-
ple, created a social degradation
andspread corruption.

AK Khandakar said, "Very few
countries paid a heavy price for
liberation like us. We are still lag-
ging behind, facing deprivation
and social degradation since they
were nottned.”

“If we all can raise voice against
war criminals, no government can
avoid the trial,” he said.

Maj Gen CR Dutta said, "The
government will be forced to try
war criminals as we (freedom
fighters) forced Pakistani forces to
surrender.”

Lt Col (retd) Quazi Nuruzzaman
identified two problems--
leadership and the rule of law--for
the country. He said, "We have to
value patriotism, merit and dedica-
tionrather than partisanship.”

The leaders reached Rajshahi
Friday night and they held a series
of meetings with journalists, teach-
ers, politicians, professionals and
different socio-cultural organisa-
tions yesterday morning.

They laid floral wreaths at the
memonal of Babla Bon mass grave
in the city before they attended the
meeting.

Kibria murder
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other for explosion--has remained
pending before the Sylhet
Divisional Speedy Trial Tribunal
since the High Court stayed pro-
ceedings on May 14, 2006.

Asma Kibria said masterminds
behind her husband's killing could
be unmasked if Harris Chowdhury,
ex-political secretary to former
prime minister Khaleda Zia, and
the then deputy commissioner of
Habiganjare quizzed properly.

She alleged that remnants of the
BNP-Jamaat alliance are still in the
administration trying to impede
fairinvestigation.

However, CID chief Phani
Bhoushan Choudhury yesterday
said they have been making head-
way in the probe.

He said the investigators have
already gathered that Mufti Abdul
Hannan, the detained operations
commander of Harkatul Jihad al
Islami (Huji), had supplied the
grenades used in the January
blast that left Kibria and four other
Awami League (AL) leaders and
workers dead.

Talking to The Daily Star, he also
said three low-profile Huji activists
carried out the grenade attack in
2005.

“We are now trying to hunt
down those three. Once atleast one
of them is arrested, we would be
able to know about the brains
behind the killings,” observed the
CID boss.

The then investigation Officer
(10) and former ASP of CID Munshi

ar’

Atiqur Rahman pressed charges
against 10 BNP leaders and work-
erson March 20, 2005.

Vice-President of Habiganj
district BNP Abdul Quaiyum was
made the principal accused. The
other accused are Joynal Abedin
Jalal, Jamir Ali, Momin, Tajul Islam,
Shahed Ali, Selim Ahmed and
Enayat Ali, Muhibur Rahman and
Kajal Miah. Of them, eight includ-
ing Quaiyum are behind bars.

Tajul, Shahed, Jamir and Mumin
gave confessional statements to a
magistrate, but later appealed to a
higher court seeking to retract their
statements. They claimed they had
confessed under duress while in
police custody.

PROGRAMMES

The third anniversary of SAMS
Kibria's death will be observed
through elaborate programmes
todayand tomorrow.

Family members and different
socio-cultural and political organi-
sations will lay wreaths at the grave
of the slain AL leader at Banani
today.

Bangabandhu Sangskritik Jote
will organise a discussion at the AL
central office on Bangabandhu
Avenue at 10:00am today while
noted economist and AL leader
AMA Muhith will deliver a speech
memorial to Kibria at the Sufia
Kamal Auditorium of National
Museum at 4:00pm tomorrow.
Bangladesh Foundation for
Development Research has organ-
ised the lecture.

( ~ . )
3 ‘criminals
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the home ministry.

West Bengal CID invited their
counterpart to take back three
Bangladeshi criminals Sanzidul
Islam Imon, Tanvirul Islam Joy and
Hans.

The Bangladesh CID Is also
trying to bring back recently
arrested Dakat Sahid and other
criminals allegedly involved in the
August 21 grenade attack on an
Awami League rally.

The West Bengal CID has so far
deported five Bangladeshi crimi-
nals. Of them, Rafig and Babul
alias Jewel, a close aide of Joy, were
deported in the first wegk of
December and Habibur Rahman
Taj, Ibrahim and Lamba Selim in
October last year.

Sources said West Bengal CID
has demanded that Indian crimi-
nal Jiban Singh and one of his
accomplices, who are reportedly
hiding in Bangladesh, must be
handed over to them in exchange
of the arrested Bangladeshi crimi-
nals.

Jiban is wanted in India for his
involvement in the theft of
Rabindranath Tagore's Nobel
Prize medal.

Sources said Jiban, a member
of an artefact smuggling ring, has
been hiding m Bangladesh. His
accomplice Shiplu, who i1s an
antique itemn trader at the DCC
Market in Bangladesh, helped him
hide here.

Law enforcers including Rab
members conducted raids at the
DCC market in search of
Rabindranath's Nobel Prize
medal.

CID officials said although no

, extradition treaty exists between

Bangladesh and India, the West
Bengal authorities deported five
Bangladeshi criminals as a sign of
goodwill.

23rd BCS Exam
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except making some recommen-
dations once it publishes the final
results. The establishmentministry
then normally takes three to four
months for receiving medical
reports from the Health
Directorate and police verification
reports from the home ministry,”
he added.

The PSC published the circular
of the 23rd BCS in January 2001
seeking applications for 709 posts.
Only 1,523 candidates from free-
dom fighters' families had
respanded. -

Among them, 395 candidates

passed the written examinations
but only 103 were allowed to face
the viva voce, as the PSC declared
others disqualified on charge of
submitting false freedom fighter
certificates,

Twelve disqualified candidates
filed a wnt with the High Court
against the PSCdecision. The court
on July 8, 2003 announced verdict
that went in favour of the petition-
ers but the PSC did not act accord-
ingly in the following four years.

The sources said the BNP-
Jamaat government "politically”
appointed Prof ZN Tahmida
Begum as chairman of the com-
mission after assuming power in
2001.

"Tahmida-led PSC body
stopped the recruitment process
even ignoring the High Court
verdict. The PSC body acted like
that because the circular was
issued during the Awami League
rule,” said a PSC director.

Finally, the new PSC body took
the viva voce of another five candi-
dates following the HC verdict and
announced the results.

The successful candidates have
urged the caretaker government to
take measures so that they can join
thecivil service as soon as possible.

Sharapova
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An intensely-focussed Sharapova
unleashed the formofherlifein her
quest for the season-opening
Grand Slam, not dropping a set as
she downed the top three ranked
women in world tennis to get her
handson the trophy.

She adds the Australian tite to
the Wimbledon crown she won in
2004 and her 2006 US Open.

The ecstatic Russian said she
was delighted to make amends for
last year's "depressing” 6-2, 6-1
loss here and bounce back from
injunes that derailed her 2007
season and cost her the world
number one ranking.

“This is so much sweeter
because when I was going through
those setbacks I tried to remember
what 1t was like to hold the
Wimbledon trophy and the US
Open trophy,” she said.

“To know that 1 was capable of
doing it before and believe in
myself that I'd be capable of doing
itagainsome day.”

There were also tears from
Ivanovic, who battled gamely but
ultimately had no answer to
Sharapova's powerful serve in the
35 Celsius (95 Fahrenheit) caul-
dronatthe Rod Laver Arena.

The Serb, while disappointed
with the loss, took heart from the
fact that she showed no sign of the
nerves that crippled her in the
French Open final lastyear.

“I really felt comfortable out
there, | wasn't too nervous at all,”
the 20-year-old said, expressing
conhidence that a breakthrough
Grand Slam win was not far away.
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AP, Washington

President Bush said yesterday that
Congress must give its immediate
attention to an economic stimulus
package and an extension of the law
governing how U.S. intelligence
agencies carry out electronic eaves-
dropping.

The White House and House
leaders of both parties reached
aFrcemenl on a simply drawn stim-
ulus program, which would provide
tax rebate checks to 117 million
families and give businesses $50
billion in incentives to invest in new
plants and equipment. In his weekly
radio address, Bush asked Congress
to approve the agreement "as soon
as possible.”

Some in the Senate, which will
take up the measure after it goes to
the House floor next week, have
signaled that they want to broaden
the bill. Democrats there want such
things as an unemployment bene-
fits extension, an increase in home
heating subsidies or higher food
stamp benefits. Bush suggested
they could derail the whole effort,
and hewarned againstit.

"While l understand the desire to
add provisions from both the left
and the night, it would be a mistake
to undermine this important bipar-
tisan agreement,” the president
said. "By working together, we can
provide our economy with a shot in
the arm when we need it most.”

Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., said
Saturday: "The White House's
cooperation with Congress in recent
days is long, long overdue. And it's
encouraging. But let's hope it is
habit-forming.”

But Dorgan, delivering the
Democrats’ weekly radio address,
added: "We need to do so much,
much more. We need to fix the
bigger economic issues that
threaten our country’s future.”

Among those issues, Dorgan
said, are the cost of the ongoing war
in Iraq, the subprime mortgage
crisisand the U.S. trade deficit.

Justice KM Hasan
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after opening of a workshop at a
city convention centre.

According to the constitution,
Justice Hasan was supposed to take
the helm of the caretaker govern-
ment after expiry of the BNP-Jamaat-
led alliance tenure.

But most of the political parties
including the then main opposition
Awami League had been opposing
his being the interim administration
chief for what they said was hus afhli-
atitonwith BNP. '

Later, at one stage of intense
political bickering and street vio-
lence across the country, he declined
to be the chiefadviser.

Talking to the reporters yesterday,
Hasan said the court would decide
whether it was illegal not to have the
national election held within 90 days
ofthedissolution of parliament.

About the state of emergency, he
said the people would conclude if it
all was needed or not. They would
choose the night path at the right
nme.

“I'm not saying all that’s happen-
Ing now is not nght. Maybe it was
needed,” headded.

Law ministry
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On receiving the opinion of the law
ministry, the housing ministry will
1Issue a letter to the occupants
asking them to vacate the house,
said a source.

A case regarding the ownership
of the house had been pending
with the higher court for a long
time. The court hnally gave a ver-
dict in favour of Monjur in 2004.
The piece of land was registered
thenagain.

Moudud had been given the
power of attorney by that time, the
source added.

Bush presses Congress
on economy package

The eavesdropping law expires
Feb. 1, and there are many conten-
tious issues yet to be resolved,
Among them: How much oversight,
and by whom, of the government's
surveillance of communications
involving people inside the United
States with those outside the coun-
try, and whether to grant legal immu-
nity to telecommunications com-
panies that helped the government
conduct warrantless surveillance.

The bill would modernize the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act, which dictates when federal
agents must obtain court permis-
sion before tapping phone and
computer lines inside the United
States to gather intelligence on
foreign threats. Agents may conduct
surveillance outside the United
States without court oversight.

"Ifthislaw expires, it will become
harder to figure out what our ene-
mies are doing to infiltrate our
country, harder for us to uncover
terrorist plots, and harder to prevent
attacks on the American people,”
Bush said. "We need to know who
our enemies are and what they are
plotting. And we cannot afford to
wait untl after an attack to put the
piecestogether.”

AL, BNP
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city's Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Centre.

Jointly organised by BBC Bangla
Service and World Service Trust,
the programme was moderated by
Kamal Ahmed of BBC Bangla.

Echoing Hasan's view, acting
office secretary of BNP Ruhul Kabir
Rizvi said, "An election excluding
the leaders of the country's two
main political parties will not be
acceptableathomeandabroad.”

General Secretary of Dhaka
University Teachers Association
(Duta) Prof Anwar Hossain, who was
released from jail last week, said the
people would not like an election
with the two ladies kept behind bars.

Advising the government to have
a finger on the pulse of the people, he
said the caretaker administration has
been losing its credibility with every
passing day for keeping the two
former prime ministers detained. He
demanded that Hasina and Khaleda
bereleased immediately.

Journalist-columnist Sadeg Khan
said attempts to hold an electnon
without Hasina and Khaleda would
incense the public.

The discussion panellists
observed that the Dhaka University
(DU) crisis centring the detention of
teachers and students did nothave a
satisfactory end. They suggested that

the government withdraw charges
againstallteachers and students.

Responding to a query, Hasan
said "false and fabricated charges”
have been brought against the AL
chief to tarnish the image of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's family.

Rizvi too described the arrest and
detention of the two leaders as illegal,
rrational and unacceptable. He said
the two have been arrested in
attempts to pigeonhole the politi-
ciansasdishonestand bad people.

The panellists said the govern-
ment’s imposing restriction on live
telecast of talk shows is tantamount
tocurbing freedom of the media.

Sadeq said the chief adviser
should explain to the naton the
reason for slapping curbs on live talk
shows.

Both the BNP and AL leaders said
there is a lack of coordination
between "the caretaker government
head and those governing the coun-
y”.

" Prof Anwar and Hasan Mahmud
said they think the government
should start the trial of war criminals
so that the next elected government
could pursueittotheend.

But Sadeq and Rizvi said it is the
duty of an elected government to
try the war criminals as the interim
administration’s job is to ensure a
free and fair election.
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Hampshire political scentst Dante
Scala, predicung the Illinois senator
would not get appreciable momen-
tum froman expected victory.

Even before the vote, Clinton was
looking ahead to February 5, with
trips this week to populous states like
New York, New Jersey and California,
leaving her husband behind to wage
adaily back-and-forth with Obama.

Both top candidates, and third
ranked John Edwards, who won the
primary in 2004 but has failed to
catch fire this nme, sprinted to the
finish line Friday with a suring of
statewide rallies and events.

“Weare inavery close race here ...
I have no idea what is going to hap-
pentomorrow,” Hillarysaid.

Trying to stem sliding support
among African Americans, Hillary
appeared with several prominent
community leaders, who pleaded
with voters not to pick Obama just
because heisblack.

"It may take a very, very bold step
to walk into that voting booth focus-
INE ON our community’s interests,
rather than simply acting on emo-
von,” said Stacey Jones, dean of
largely black Benedict College here.
Obama drew 3,000 people, many
students, to hear his spellbinding
rhetoric at Clemson University, in
Greenville.

“Change in Amenca had always
started wath young people,” Obama
told the crowd. "This is your
moment, thisisyour time."

Earlier, Hillary tned to ease tem-
pers alter a week of accusations of

truth twisting, and claims by both

Hillary, Obama

camps that the other was playing the
race card.
“That all needs to just calm down,

and everybody needs to take a deep
breath” shesaid on CBS.

Obama's camp however accuses
Bill Clinton of fanning the flames,
and all but accused the former presi-
dent of lying about the record of his
wife'snval.

An MSNBC/McClatchy poll
Friday showed Obama leading his
rival by 38 percent to 30 percent in
South Carolina, based largely on
staunch backing from African
Americans. Former senator John
Edwards was third on 19 percent.

But Obama’s standing among
whites in the southern state had
plunged 10 percentin just one week,
despite his efforts to portray himself
assomeone with cross-racial appeal.

A Wall Street Journal/ NBC poll
also had troubling signs for Obama,
showing Hillary now leads the
Democratic race nationally among
white Americans 53 percent to 24
percent, compared to a 40-23 per-
centmargin lastmonth.

Obama led Clinton, 63 percent to
23 percent among the minority
African American community
nationwide.

Meanwhile, Ohio Congressman
Dennis Kucinich, a staunch oppo-
nent of the war in lraq, officially
ended hisWhite House bid on Friday,

The Cleveland Plain Dealer, his
hometown newspaper, reported.

‘I'm directing my energies to be
reelected to the Congress of the
United States,” he is quoted as telling
supporters.




